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ADDUESSE8  AND  ORATIONa 


THE  lill-ORTANCE  OF  ILLUSTRATING  NRW-ESfl. 
LASD  HISTORY  BY  A  SEttlKS  Of  aOMASCES 
LIKE  THE  WAVERLEY  NOVELS. 

DEUrKHED  AT  MAUOI,  im. 


Thr  histnry  of  the  United  States,  from  the  planting 
of  the  BBTeral  Colonies  out  of  whith  tliey  have 
sprung,  to  the  ond  of  tiw  war  of  the  Revolution, 
]»  now  M  amply  written,  tw  nccciffiihie,  nmt  as  aiithcn- 
tio,  as  imy  other  portion  of  the  liislory  of  the  world, 
and  incoin[>ar»h]y  more  ito  than  an  etjual  portion  of 
the  hiMlory  of  the  orifj'm  and  first  agea  of  any  otlicr 
nation  that  ever  existed.  Itiit  there  ii*  one  thiug 
more  which  every  lover  of  his  country,  and  every 
loviT  of  literfituri>.  would  wish  done  for  our  eail)'  his- 
tory, lie  would  wish  to  sec  such  a  giMiius  as  Walter 
Scott,  (^txoriatur  ali^uit,')  or  rather  a  thousand  such 
»K  hf,  nndertnfci-  in  earnest  lo  illustrate  that  early 
historj",  tiv  a  series  of  romantic  coniposilions,  "  iu 
prnse  or  rhyme,"  like  the  Waverley  Novels,  the  I^y 
of  the  Last  Minstrel,  and  the  Lady  of  the  Lake. — 
tlw  scenes  of  wliich  should  ho  laid  in  North  America, 
somewhere  in  the  time  before  the  Revolution,  and 
Uie  inoidentti  and  character*  of  which  should  be 
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Delected  from  the  records  and  tradiliuuK  of  Unit,  otir 
livroic  ngc-  He  woulci  wisli  lit  li;rigllt  to  Iicar  8iieh  a 
guiiiui<  tuiiigliiig  the  toiiw  of  a  i-avi.*hiiig  iintimial 
miiiKLrelfty  with  ilw  gi-ave  narmllve,  inatnictive  re- 
flt-ctinii,*,  and  chasti^ntid  ft-eliu^  of  Maishall.  Pitkin, 
Holmes,  and  iiami^ay.  He  would  wish  to  see  him 
giving  to  the  natural  scenery  of  the  Xew  Worlil,  and 
to  the  celehratcd  pei-souages  aii<t  gniiid  iiicidvnta  of 
it«  irnrlier  unniiU.  the  smae  kind  anil  dvj^ri-v  uf  inter- 
est  which  Scott  has  given  to  the  Highlands  to  the 
Reformation,  tlie  Crnsadt,-!*,  to  Rii'lianl  the  Lioii- 
liearted,  and  to  Lnnii^  XI.  He  would  wlnh  to  see  him 
clear  away  the  obscurity  which  two  centuries  have 
been  collecting  over  it.  and  unroll  a  vast,  compreheii- 
&ive,  and  vivid  panorama  of  nnr  old  Kew-England 
lifetimes,  from  its  sublime^it  moments  to  its  minutest 
manuvrs.  lU'  would  wish  to  see  him  begin  with  the 
landing  of  the  Filgrinin,  and  puss  down  to  the  war  of 
Indt'pf  iidi-nce.  from  one  epoch  anil  one  gi^neration  to 
anotlier,  like  Old  Mortality  among  the  gi-avea  of  tlie 
unforgolten  faithful,  wiping  the  dust  from  the  urns 
of  our  fathcn;,  —  gathering  up  whatever  of  illus- 
tiious  achievement,  of  heroic  suffering,  of  unwaver- 
ing faith,  lln'ir  hiittorv  com  mem  orates,  and  weaving  it 
all  into  an  imniortal  anil  noble  national  literature,  — 
pouring  over  the  whole  time,  it«  incidents,  U»  actors, 
ila  customs,  its  ojiinions,  its  nioodn  of  feeling,  the 
brilliant  illustration,  the  unfading  glories,  which  the 
fictions  of  genius  alone  can  give  to  the  realities  of 
Ufe. 

For  our  lawyers,  politicians,  and  for  roost  purposes 
of  mere  utility,  business,  and  intellect,  our  history 
now  perhaps  unfolds  a  sufficiently  "ample  page." 
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Rut,  I  mnf«!i«.  I  alionUI  love  to  nee  it  uiaume  »  form  in 
which  it  shoiilil  npeak  ilirectly  to  (he  heiirt  and  iiffec- 
tioiis  and  imagination  of  the  whole  people.  I  Hhonid 
love  to  see  by  the  side  of  these  formidnble  records  of 
dRte«,  and  fatiilo^iics  of  British  Governors,  and  Piovin- 
cini  ««ta  of  A«emlii_v.  —  th*'»«  n-gistere  of  the  iwltlc- 
ment  of  towns,  and  the  plantinf;  of  chiircheM,  und 
convooitlion  of  synods,  nnd  drawing  upofplatfornii*,  — 
by  thesideof  thaieauaten-andmniply  severe  narrativea 
of  Indian  wrnrs,  Englinh  iiaurparions,  French  intrigi«», 
Colonial  risini^s,  and  American  independence;  —  I 
Khoidd  love  to  see  by  thi;  side  of  these  great  and 
good  books  about  a  thousand  neat  duofloctmos  of  the 
aiw;  of  Ivanhov,  Kcnilwortli.nnd  Mnniiion,  all  fidl  of 
pictures  of  oitr  natiirnl  beunty  and  giiinilciir, —  the  still 
richvrpictnre«of  ouriiocietyand  nmnnens  —  the  lights 
and  MhadowM  of  onr  life,  —  full  of  ton('hing  incidents, 
gt^nen'iuit  ^entitnonl-t,  just  thon^IitK.  Wanting  imager, 
»uph  ati  are  scattered  over  every  thing  which  Seott  haa 
written,  as  thick  aa  stars  on  the  bmw  of  night,  and  gi%'e 
to  every  thing  he  has  written  that  im[>Brishable,  sttvnge 
charm,  which  will  be  on  it  and  embalm  it  for  ever. 

Perhaps  it  is  worthy  t-vcti  of  your  consideration, 
whether  this  is  not  a  jiidicioti^  and  rewonnble  wish. 
I  pit>iKjsi',  thvreforvs  a.H  ihe  snhjeel  of  a  few  remarks, 
(his  question :  — la  it  not  deairable  that  a  seriea  of 
comjumitions  of  Ihe  same  general  character  wilh  Ihe 
novels  and  poems  of  Scott,  and  of  equal  ability, 
should  be  written  in  illustration  of  th«  history  of  tbe 
Korth-Americiui  Unit«d  States  prior  to  the  peuc«  of 
178:!? 

1  venture  to  maintain  Jir*t,  that  niieh  work»  aa  these 
would  po«se».t  a  very  high  biHtorical  value.     They 
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wiiiild  bo  viiluAMe  frtr  tli(!  n;;ht  they  would  ulicd  upon 
the  first  oiKt  Imntlreil  iiml  fifty  year*  of  our  Colonial 
existence.  They  would  he  valuaWe  aa  help*  to  lii*- 
tory,  a*  cnnlrihiitiohs  Ui  hintory.  aa  real  and  aullnni- 
tative  documi'iilii  of  history.  They  would  be  vidiiable 
for  the  Hame  reattoit  that  the  othvr,  moru  formtil  nud 
graver  records  of  onr  history  are  *o,  if  0Ot  quite  in 
the  Bame  doj^rec. 

To  niakv  this  out,  it  may  be  necessary  to  pause  a 
moment  and  niialyie  these  celebrated  writiiiyfl,  and 
inquire  what  tliey  contjiin,  and  bow  they  are  made 
up.  It  ia  BO  easy  to  read  Scott's  Novels  that  we  are 
apt  to  forfjetwith  how  much  labor  he  prepared  himself 
to  wriiii  them.  We  are  imposed  on,  startled  perhaps, 
by  the  words  novel  and  poem.  We  forget  that  any 
one  of  tlK>m  is  not  merely  a  brilliant  and  delightful 
romance,  but  a  deep,  wcll-eonsidered.  and  instructive 
essay  on  the  mauners.  customs,  and  jmlitioiil  condi- 
tion of  England  or  Scotland,  at  the  particuhir  period 
to  which  it  i-efers.  Such  ix  the  i-einnrk  of  a  foreign 
critic  of  consummate  taste  and  learning,  and  it  ia 
certainly  just.  Let  us  reverently  attempt  to  unfold 
the  process  —  to  indicate  the  course  of  research  and 
reflection  —  by  which  they  are  perfected,  and  thus  to 
detect  the  secret  not  so  much  of  their  extraordinary 
power  and  popularity  as  of  their  historical  value. 

He  sdecta  then,  I  suppose,  (I  write  of  him  as 
living ;  for  though  dead,  he  still  speaks  to  the  whole 
n-ading  population  of  the  world,)  /ir»l,  the  country 
in  which  he  will  lay  the  scenes  of  his  action,— 
Scotland,  perhaps,  or  merry  Kngland,  or  thu  beauti- 
ful Fnmce.  He  marks  off  the  portions  of  that 
country  within  which  tlie  leading  incidents  »hall  be 
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tninsncU-iI,  ns  a  conjuror  <1mws  tlio  cliarmetl  circle 
Willi  his  wnrif)  on  tlio  lliior  of  tin?  Cavo  of  Mugic. 
Tliti'ii  lie  sliiilics  lilt'  li>j»ij,'rajiiiy  of  llii;  n'jjiou — ite 
«4^eiiery,  iu  giHiil  inounlaiiiA,  iu  Inlceit,  glcris,  fureitti;, 
falls  of  water —  an  niinutcly  aa  )talt4^  Bniii  or  IJurii* 
boidt;  but  dioosing  out  willi  a  ]i(>et's  eye,  and 
retaioing  with  a  poet's  recollection,  the  grand,  pict- 
uresque, and  graceful  points  of  the  whole  tran- 
BCendent  landscape.  Then  lie  govs  uii  to  collect  and 
treiwure  up  the  artificial,  civil,  historical  features  of 
the  coimtrv-  Hu  explores  iU  »ii(i<]iiilies,  becomes 
luliiulelr  faniiliur  xvitli  every  city  and  custic  aiid 
cathedral  which  still  staiidji,  and  with  the  grander 
ruins  of  ail  which  have  fallen,  —  familiar  with  every 
Iclie  and  truce  of  man  and  art, — down  even  to  tlw 
broken  cistern  which  the  Catholic  charity  of  a  former 
age  Itad  hewn  out.  by  thi;  way-«ide  for  the  pilgrim  to 
drink  in.  He  gathers  up  all  the  tradiUtmti  and  le- 
genttary  history  of  the  place,  — every  story  of  "  hope- 
less love,  or  glory  won."  —  with  the  time,  the  spot, 
the  circnrastances.  as  particularly  and  as  fondly  as  if 
he  had  lived  there  a  thouiiand  ycnrs.  He  selects  the 
ye  to  which  his  nciri-ativc  sliall  refer,  —  perhaps  that 
af  Richartl  or  Elii'.ubcth,  or  Charles  11..  or  of  the 
Bbellion  of  174'');  and  forthwith  engages  in  a  deep 
ilid  dmrursive  study  of  its  authentic  history  and 
liiograpliy, — its  domestic  and  foreign  politics;  the 
state  of  parties ;  tlie  character  and  singularities  of  (he 
reigning  king  and  his  court,  and  of  the  prominent  pci^ 
Gonages  of  the  day ;  —  its  rcli^^oits  condition,  the  wars, 
revolts,  revolution!!!,  and  great  popular  movements ;  all 
the  predominant  oh jeel«  of  interest  and  excitement,  and 
all  which  niude  up  the  public  and  outrof-duur  life  and 
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historv  vf  that  pni'tioulnr^iiciutioii.  ilc  j^ex  dcoijer 
slill ;  —  tilt;  htiHc  uf  sociutv  ;  ibc  uiiLiiiii-rs  cunuims, 
mid  etiiiiloviueiiU  of  tlie  jjeople;  tiieir  dress,  tlieir 
arms,  ami  anniir;  their  dmuseinciitd ;  tli«ir  entire 
indoor  and  dmneiitio  life ;  tlie  i-ank  and  accompltith- 
ments  of  the  sexes  respectively ;  their  reUtions  to 
each  other ;  the  ext«i)t  of  their  popular  and  higher 
education :  their  opiiiiouH.  siiperstitionii.  RiomW  ju* 
riitprudeiice,  and  police, — all  these  he  inve»tij;faW«  «« 
ciinu-sUy  a»  if  ho  were  uotliin};  but  an  nntifjn.-irian, 
hut  with  tlte  liberal,  enlightt-iied,  and  tolerant  curi- 
osity of  ft  scholar,  philoAopher,  philanthropiiit,  \rho 
hold»  that  man  m  not  only  the  most  pro]>er  but  most 
delightful  study  of  man.  Thu.s  tJioroughly  fur- 
nished,  he  chooses  an  affeoting  incident,  real  or  im- 
Kgiiuiry,  for  his  ground-work,  and  rears  upon  it  a 
ooiu  position,  —  which  the  mere  novel  reader  will 
ndiuiiv  for  its  abaorhiiig  narrative  and  catastropho ; 
(he  critif  fur  its  eleguut  style,  dazzlitig  poetry,  and 
HluburiiU'  m-t;  the  student  uf  human  uiiture  for  its 
keen  nnd  Rhrewd  views  of  man  —  '■  for  each  change 
of  many  •color  I'd  life  he  druw.s;"  the  student  of  his- 
tory for  itit  jienelrating  devirlopment  and  its  splendid, 
exact,  and  comprehensive  illustration  of  the  spirit  of 
one  of  the  marked  ages  of  tlie  world.  And  this  is  a 
Waverley  Novel  I 

Perhaps  I  am  now  prepared  to  restate  and  main- 
tnin  the  gi-neral  position  which  I  have  taken,  —  that 
n  neries  of  Nurlb-.\moriettn  or  Ncw-Englaiul  Waver- 
ley Novell*  would  be  eminently  valuable  auxiliaries 
to  the  authoritative  wiitteu  history  of  New  Kngland 
and  of  North  America, 

In  t]ie  Jtrtt  place,  they  would  embody,  and  tJius 
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■woiiltl  fix  deep  in  the  general  mind  and  memory  of 
tlie  whole  peo]il«,  a  vattt  amount  of  posilivo  informa- 
tion quite  as  autheulic  and  valuable  and  curious  as 
that  which  makes  up  the  matter  of  proftrssed  history, 
hut  whifh  the  mere  hiHtoi-ian  does  not  and  cannot 
furniiih.  They  would  thus  be  not  substitutes  for 
history,  hut  supplements  to  it.  I^t  ub  dwell  upon 
this  constdemtiou  for  a  moment.  It  is  womlerfol, 
when  you  think  closely  on  it,  how  little  of  nil  which 
wc  phould  love  to  know,  and  ou;;ht  to  know,  about  a 
formvr  period  and  generation,  a  roally  stitndanl  his* 
lory  tells  \x*.  From  tli«  vt-ry  mttun;  of  ihiit  kind  of 
comjionition  it  mtLitl  Ite  so.  ItM  appropriate  and  ex- 
clusive topios  are  a  few  prominent,  eiigi-Oiisinj?,  and 
showy  incidents,  —  wars,  —  conquests,  —  revolution*, 
—  changes  of  dyniisttes,  —  battles  and  mcges,  —  tti« 
extr-rior  and  palpable  mnnifestationit  of  tli«  workings 
of  the  stormy  and  ocoasinniU  pasHions  of  men  mov- 
ing in  lar^  masses  on  the  high  places  of  the  world. 
These  topics  it  treats  instruetively  and  eloquently. 
But  whut  an  inadequate  conception  does  such  a  book 
give  you  of  the  time,  the  country,  and  the  people  to 
which  it  relalcs  t  What  a  nteugro,  cold,  and  uneo- 
guj^in;;  outline  does  it  trace ;  ami  how  utterly  de- 
Jiuii^nt  in  minute,  pnhiisv,  aiHl  uircuiu»lantial,  and 
wtiiffaet^^ry  informution!  How  little  does  it  t«U 
yon  of  llie  condition  and  chanicter  of  the  great  body 
of  the  peopit;,  —  their  occupations,  —  their  arts  and 
customs,  —  Iheir  joys  ami  sorrows!  —  how  little  of 
tlie  origin,  st.iTe.  and  progress  of  opiiiioni4.  and  of 
tite  spirit  of  llie  age!  —  how  misty,  indistinct,  and 
tAUtalizing  are  the  glimpses  you  gain  of  that  old, 
fair,  wonderftd  creation  which  you  long  to  explore  I 
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lb  !&  like  n  va»t  laiKUitipit  [laiuliii;^  iii  wlutli  iioUiiiig 
is  t«prcsc[it«[l  but  the  clnven  Huniiiiit  aixl  griind 
sweep  of  till?  uiovnitnin,  —  a  portion  of  tlie  NOiiiiding 
shore  of  the  illimitiible  Aea,  —  the  <tim  distiiiit  oouriie 
of  a  valley,  traverned  by  the  Father  of  Rivera  two 
thomaiid  miles  in  length. —  and  which  has  no  place 
for  the  enclosed  corn-field. —  the  flocks  ujwii  a  tliou- 
sund  hills,  —  the  cheerful  couiilrj'-scat,  —  the  vUInge 
Hpirott,  —  the  church-yard,  —  the  vintage, —  the  har- 
ve8t>hoiue,  —  the  dancvK  of  peiisuntsi  —  und  the  Cot- 
ter's  Saturday  night  I 

Now,  the  use,  one  two,  of  such  roinaucvs  as  Scott's, 
is  to  supply  these  dcfieieucitw  uf  histnry.  'I'lieir 
leading  object,  perhaps,  may  be  to  tell  nii  interesting 
8toi7  with  some  enilicllishnienix  of  poetry  and  elo* 
quenoe  and  line  writing  and  mighty  dialogue.  But 
the  plan  on  wliich  they  are  comjiosed  requiresi  that 
they  Hhould  interweave  into  their  main  design  a 
near,  distinct  and  accurate,  but  magnified  and  orna- 
mental view  of  the  times,  people,  and  country  to 
which  that  story  goea  back.  They  are,  as  it  were, 
telescope,  microscope,  and  kaleidoscope  alt  in  one,  if 
the  laws  of  optics  porndt  such  uu  illti^tratton.  They 
give  you  the  natural  scenery  uf  that  country  in  a 
sncce-Hition  of  landscapes  fresh  and  splendid  a.*  any  in 
the  whole  compass  of  literature,  yet  as  topogiaplii- 
cally  accurate  as  you  will  find  in  any  geography  or 
book  of  triivelft.  'J'hey  caUAO  a  crowded  but  exact 
and  cxprcis  image  of  the  age  and  nociety  of  which 
they  treat  to  pass  before  you  as  you  see  Moscow  or 
Jeruenlem  or  ^lexico  in  a  showman's  bos.  They 
introduce  genuine  specimens,  —  real  living  men  and 
wuiuen  of  every  class  and  calling   in  society,  iis  it 
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was  thffn  const  itut«(1,  and  mnko  theru  talk  and  act 
in  cimmctvr.  Vuii  kpo  tlieir  dress,  tbeir  Hrnior,  and 
tlieir  ueajirms  of  war.  You  sit  at  thtir  tntiles. — 
you  sleep  under  thtir  roof-lrcc,  —  jou  fUli,  hunt,  *nd 
fowl  Willi  Ilri'iii.  you  follow  tlicni  lo  thoir  emplwy- 
inentA  in  lit-ld,  fort-st,  and  woi-kNlinj),  —  yon  travel 
their  roads, — cross  tlivir  riv«i:*, — worxliiii  with  llmtii 
at  church,  —  pledge  lliem  at  tlie  fi-a-il,  and  hear  tlieir 
war-cry  in  battle,  and  the  oonmach  which  announcea 
and  laments  their  fall.  Time  and  space  are  thiiH  an- 
nihilaled  hy  the  power  of  genius.  Instead  of  read- 
ing  about  a  past  age,  you  live  in  it.  Instead  of 
lookiujj  Ihruu^i  a  gloss  darkly  at  vast  bodies  in  the 
(liifUncv.  — at  the  8cparat«,  solitary  glories  of  a  sky 
beyond  your  reach.  —  wings  as  of  thu  morning  are 
given  you;  you  ascend  to  that  sky  nnd  gaze  on  their 
unveiled  present  glories.  It  Is  ns  if  you  were  placed 
in  the  Ktreel«  of  a  city  huried  1800  years  ago  by  the 
lava  of  a  vok-ano,  rikI  .saw  it  >tud<leiily  ami  com- 
pletely disinterred,  and  its  whale,  various  population 
raised  in  a  moment  to  life. —  in  the  same  attitudes, 
clothed  upon  with  the  same  bodies,  wearing  the 
same  dresses,  engaged  in  the  same  occupations,  and 
wamied  by  the  same  passions,  iu  which  they  per- 
ished! It  would  I'lirry  nic  loo  far  to  illustrate  llieso 
Uiuiifrhts  by  minute  i-eferenoes  to  all  Scoil's  i>octry 
and  roninncet<,  or  to  altemjjt  to  aiiMort  the  )>articiilars 
and  iiutii  up  the  aggiegate  of  the  I'oal  historicHl  in- 
formation for  which  we  are  indebted  to  that  poetry 
and  those  romances.  Go  back,  however,  at  tandum, 
to  the  age  of  Richard  of  the  Lion  Heart,  —  the  close 
of  the  twelfth  century,  tlio  era  of  chivalry',  the  Cru- 
eades,  and  almost  of  >[agna  Cbai'tn.     Read  of  it  fir«t 
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ill  the  tmiitc  and  olci^rit  Iluinc  iiiul  the  Iitltnrioiis 
I^ngurd ;  »iid  tlii-ii  upuii  tliu  r^plviKlii)  roiimiioe  of 
Ivaiilioe  and  eve,  not  wliich  niOKt  iiiterei(I«  jrou,  but 
which  i-ehitc»  iiinitt  vivully,  inuNt  minutely,  and  inoHt 
coMijiletely.  thft  aiithi^ntic  history  of  the  England  of 
tliat  troiitiled  yet  glorious  day.  The  character  »nd 
jteculiaritiea  of  the  chivalrous  Richard,  —  his  jthysi- 
ciil  tttrcn^th,  —  his  old  English  good-imturc  »iid  com- 
jjiinioiiublo  and  convivitil  qualities  and  practices, — 
liis  romantic  lovouf  adventure  and  peril,  and  of  th« 
riiplure  of  bittllc  (^ccrta7>iini»  ifamlio)  relieved  And 
sufleiicd  by  his  taste  for  troubadour  inii^^io  and  Bong, 

—  I  he  cold,  jealnuR,  timid  t^inpurof  hi.'*  biiithi-r  John, 
at  once  an  ambiiions  usurper  and  an  unpnneipled 
voluptuary,  —  the  intriguing  ^x>litic8  of  hia  court,— 
his  agency  in  procuring  Itiirhanl's  long  impri^oumcnt 
in  Germany,  and  his  sudden  »tai-t  of  terror  on  hear- 
ing oi  hU  escape  and  return  to  England  to  claim  his 
throne.  —  the  separation  of  the  English  people  of 
that  era  into  two  great  distinct  and  strongly  marked 
ravi-s,  the  8axon  and  tho  Norman,  —  the  chnracteris- 
tie  traits  and  employment*  of  each, —  the  relations 
they  ftUifliiined  to  caeh  other,  —  their  mntnal  fear, 
hatiwl.  and  ituitpioion,  —  the  merry  lives  of  Uobin 
Hood  and  his  arehei-s  in  iIk-  fore*t,^  the  pride  and 
licentiousness  of  the  bold  Kornian  barons,  and  the 
barbaric  magnificence  of  their  castles,  equipage,  and 
personal  decoration,  —  the  contvasietl  poverty  and 
dignified  sorrow  of  the  fallen  Saxon  chiefs,  —  tite 
institutions  and  riles  of  a  still  gorgeous  but  waning 
chivalry, —  the  skilful  urganimtion.  subtle  policy^ 
and  in>po»ing  exterior  of  the  order  of  the  TempIaiH, 

—  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circuinstunce  of   tJie  gildt-d 
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■nd  sounding  cm  of  lh«  Criwaili-^  — IIiism'  InpicK, 
tbitt  (iifnraialion,  —  iiol  tli«  Wi-ll-ffigii*;0  rnrtiineit  of 
Isaac,  Rebfiocsi,  At]ii>Utaii«,  Wilfreil.  —  give  to  the 
rpafising  poetr^'  and  painting  of  ihia  unequalled 
^malice  it  permanent  and  i-ecogiiize<l  hUtoma)  value, 
and  entitle  it  to  u  pkco  upuu  the  same  shelf  with 
tlie  morv  cxcliisivo  uid  prGteiidiitg  tvucheni  of  Biig- 
li«h  hi»lor^'. 

I^L  iiiu  reiiiinti  you  that  ScoLt  is  not  Iho  only 
-wtilcr  of  roiiuiiicv  who  hait  niudu  hi«  fiction  llie  vehi- 
clv  of  autli«iilic:  and  UK-ful  iuforuialion  uoncvniing 
tbe  paftt,  niid  ihui*  filmed  the  [>i-ai>c  of  n  (^reiit  hi^ 
toriau.  Let  me  remind  you  of  anothi;r  iniitance,  the 
tuoAl  tipleiuliU  in  literature.  The  Iliad  and  OdyMtey 
of  Homer.  —  what  are  they  hut  great  Wavcrley 
Norelfl !  And  yet  what  were  our  knowledge  of  the 
firet  400  yeani  of  Greeian  history  without  thenil 
HertHlotus,  the  fatlior  of  hiittory,  devotes  about 
twenty-five  duodecimo  linoa  to  the  subject  of  the 
TrojiUi  ^Vaiiderer ;  an<i  without  mcaniii;^  any  disro- 
spcct  to  su  revered  a  name,  —  ho  truly  vuluahle  » 
wriler,<^I  rau^t  Kfty  that  this  jiart  of  his  narrativa 
is  juist  about  m  intca'sting  and  in^truttive  its  an  ac- 
count tu  ft  Cattine  neiv:<{iaper,  that  in  a  late,  dark 
uight  a  schnonor  frmn  Kastport  got  upon  I^It.  Oesert 
Kock,  partly  hilged.  hut  that  no  livea  were  In^t,  and 
there  was  no  insurance.  Unroll  now,  hy  the  side  of 
tJtis.  the  nia}.;uilicent  cartoons  on  which  Homer  has 
painted  the  heroic  age  of  the  bright  elime  of  Battle 
and  of  Song '.  Ahstnicting  your  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment from  the  beauty  and  grandeur  and  consummata 
itrt  of  tllcso  eompo^itions, — just  study  tliem  fur  the 
infunnatiun  ihcv  embudv.     We  nil  know  that  eiiltes 
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have  deduced  llie  riilos  of  ypic  poetiy  from  these 
iii«pire<l  modeU ;  and  Honii-ft  tells  uh  that  they  lire 
heller  t«achent  of  monililj,'  llinn  the  Stoic  doctors, — 
Chrysippus  and  Cratt-s.  But  wliat  else  may  you 
K'«rii  from  them  ?  The  ancient  geogniphy  of  Grccc-e, 
—  the  number,  namcri.  localities,  and  real  or  legen- 
dary hiiifory  of  iw  tribeit.  —  the  coudilinn  of  ite  arl«, 
trudes,  ugricultui'e.  navigation,  and  civil  policy,  —  ila 
military  and  maritime  resources,  —  its  maiinen  and 
customs— its  reIi|;ious  opinions  and  observances, 
and  mylholog}' and  festivals;  —  this  is  the  informa- 
tion for  which  we  urv  indebted  to  lin  old  wandering, 
blind  harper,  — just  snch  another  as  he  who  simg  Iho 
Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel  to  the  ladic«  of  Newark 
Ca«tle.  This  is  tbo  authority  on  wliich  Potter  hw 
compiled  hts  AntifpiilieK,  and  Mitford  the  Rml  three 
chapters  of  his  History'.  And  surely,  to  use  the 
voids  of  an  elegant  writer,  sttrely  "  such  an  apora- 
lypse  of  life"  —  ils  energetic  passions,  its  proud 
desires,  its  qitiet  enjoyments,  its  sincere  affections, 
its  wasting  griefe,  its  towering  course  and  mournful 
end  —  "WHS  never  communicated  by  another  human 
toutgiuAlion." 

It  is 'time  DOW  to  turn  to  our  early  histor}-,  and 
con^'idcr  n)i>rc  dirvelly  in  what  way  and  to  what 
extent  our  Iliad  and  Odyssey,  and  Ivanhoe  and  Ken- 
ilworth,  when  they  come  to  be  written,  wUl  help  to 
illustrato  ami  to  complete  aitd  to  give  attraction  to 
that  history.  Select  then,  for  this  purpose,  almost 
at  nutdom,  any  roemorjhlc  event  or  strongly  marked 
[wriod  in  our  annals.  King  Philip's  War  is  as  good 
an  illustration  as  at  tbU  moment  occui«  to  inc.  AVhat 
do  our  historians  telt  us  of  that  war?  aud  of  New 
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England  during  thnt  war?  Tou  will  answer  sub- 
stantially tliis :  It  was  a  war  excited  W  Philip.  —  a 
bold,  oniftv.  and  perfidious  Indiiin  vliief  dwelling  at 
Bristitl,  in  lUiodv  Inland,  —  for  tbe  purpose  of  cxtir- 
patinif  or  i-x]H-I1inf;  tbu  English  cukinisU  of  Massa- 
ufauMMUs  I'lymoiilli,  ConufcticiiU  mid  Ki-w  Iliiven. 
It  b«gan  iu  1675  by  «d  nttnck  0[i  tlie  pi-oplo  of 
Svanwy,  as  tliey  woru  retiirniriR  on  Suudiiy  from 
meeting.  It  ended  in  August,  lti76,  at  Mount  ilopv 
by  the  death  of  Philip,  and  the  annihilation  of  hia 
tribe.  In  the  (-ourse  of  these  two  j-ear*  he  had  suc- 
ceflded  in  drawing  into  his  deitignH  perhaps  fifteen  or 
twenty  communities  of  Iiidians,  and  bad  at  one  time 
and  another,  perhaps,  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  in 
anus. 

The  scenes  of  the  war  shifted  8uccessi%'ely  from 
Nanagntwct  Bay  to  the  northi-m  line  of  Massachusetts 
in  Ihe  valley  of  ihi-  Connecticut  River.  But  there 
wa!»  (Safety  nowhere;  (here  was  scnrcely  a  family  of 
whirh  a  husband,  a  son,  a  brother,  had  not  fallen. 
Tha  land  was  tilled  with  mourning.  Six  hundred 
dwelling-houses  were  burned  with  fire-  Six  hun- 
dred armed  young  men  and  middle-aged  fell  in 
battle ;  as  many  others,  including  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  curried  away  into  that  c»pti\-ity  so  full 
ofhorronto  a  New-England  imagination;  the  cul- 
ture of  the  earth  was  inUrrupteil :  thtf  prayer*,  labors, 
and  siiffrriiigv  of  half  a  century  were  uciirly  for  ever 
fru»t  rated. 

Such  is  about  the  whole  of  what  bistor>'  records, 
or  rather  of  what  the  great  body  of  our  wcll-vdui-ated 
readers  know,  of  tlw  New  England  of  1675,  and  of 
the   severest   and   mo»t    interesting    crisis    tlirough 
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wliicli,  in  Any  epoch,  the  colony  was  catle<I  to  pass. 
Now,  I  say.  commit  this  subject —  King  Philip's  War 

—  to  Waller  Sw>tt,  ihc  poet,  or  the  novelist,  and, 
yon  would  »ce  it  vrronght  up  uml  expamled  into  a 
series  of  piciiireit  of  tlto  Now  England  of  tliat  em, 

—  so  full,  so  vivid,  so  true,  *o  in.itriictive,  no  moving, 
that  tliey  vould  grave  tlien)»«Iv«!i  iij>oti  the  memory, 
and  dwell  in  the  liearto  of  onr  whnU;  people  for  ever. 
How  he  would  do  this,  —  preci!>ely  what  kinchi  of 
novels  and  poems  ho  would  write. — 

**  What  drnpi,  whit  chum*. 
What  conjuntlun.  and  wliaE  riIhIiIj  inagii)  " 

he  would  deal  in  lo  i-ffcct  tilts  purpose,  it  would  be 
presumptuous  in  mc  to  venture  fully  to  explain. 
Sonio  iuiperfcc-l  and  morle^t  conjectures  upon  this 
point,  however,  I  hojx-  you  will  exeii^u. 

In  tlie  first  i>I«ce,  lie  would  collect  and  display  a 
great  many  particulai^  of  pnsilive  inforniatiou  oon- 
ceming  these  old  timeii,  either  not  contained  at  all 
in  our  popular  histories,  or  not  in  a  fomi  to  fix  the 
attention  of  tlie  general  reader.  He  would  spread 
out  before  you  the  extenial  osiJects  and  scenery  of 
tliat  New  England,  and  contmst  them  with  those 
which  our  cyiTS  are  permitted  to  K"e,  ioit  which  our 
fathcnt  died  without  beholding.  And  what  n  con- 
traiit!  The  grand  natural  outline  and  features  of 
the  country  were  indeed  the  same  then  us  now,  and 
■re  so  yesterday,  to-day.  and  always.  The  same 
waves  dashed  high  upon  the  same  "  stern  anti  rock- 
bound  coast;'"  the  same  rivers  poured  thejr  swcvt 
and  cheerful  tides  into  the  same  broad  bay;  tho 
earno  ascending  succMsion  of  geological  fomiattotw, 


NRW  ENGLAND  BISTORT. 


15 


¥ 


I 


-th«  narrow,  sandy  belt  of  aea-shore  and  mamh 
id  river  intervals,  —  the  wider  level  of  npland, — 
the  green  or  rocky  hill,  —  the  mountain  baring  ita 
gray  suiumit  to  the  skies,  —  met  the  eye  then  aa 
now ;  the  same  Ciwt  wind  chilled  the  lingering 
spring;  tho  sanio  fleecy  clouds,  bland  south-west, 
yellow  and  crimson  leiif,  and  insidious  diseiLse,  waited 
ii[Hin  the  oiiinin^;  in  of  uiitunin.  Hut  how  wns  it  in 
tluit  day  with  tlKnw  more  i-liiiriiclerisliu,  ehaiigcful, 
and  intereating  ati|)ect8  which  man  givei<  to  a  country'  ? 
These  ripened  fruits  of  two  hundred  years  of  labor 
and  liberty  :  these  populous  towns ;  this  refined  and 
affluent  society;  these  gardens,  orchards,  and  corn- 
fields; these  innnufiKrkiries  and  merchant-ships, — 
whv-re  were  they  then  ?  The  whole  coloniAl  popu- 
lation of  Kow  England,  including  Massachusetts, 
I'lymouth,  Conncctivnl-,  New  Haven,  Muinc.  Now 
Hnm|>shire,  at  the  breaking  out  of  that  wnr,  has  beeu 
variously  estimated  at  from  -10.(100  to  120,000.  I 
suppuse  that  80,000  may  be  n  fair  average  of  these 
ectiinate^, — ^a  litlle  le.in  than  the  present  jHipulatinn 
of  the  single  county  of  Essex.  They  were  planted 
along  the  coiu>t  from  the  moutii  of  the  Kvnnebec  to 
Xew  Haven,  upon  n  ttrlp  of  country  of  a  medium 
wiilth,  tnward»  from  the  *V:a,  of  forty  or  fifty  miles, 
—  u  great  dwil  of  which,  however,  was  still  whully 
unreclaimi-d  to  cultivation,  and  much  of  it  still  oc- 
cupied hy  it«  origiiml  and  native  owners.  This  belt 
of  sea-coast  —  for  it  was  no  more  than  that  —  waa 
the  Xew  England  of  lt>75.  Within  this  belt,  and  up 
the  interval  land  of  some  of  the  rivet's  —  the  Men-i- 
niuck,  the  Charles,  the  Connecticut — which  passed 
down  through  it  to  the  sea,  u  fi-w  settlements  hod 
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be«Q  thrown  forward ;  but,  as  a  general  fact,  the 
whole  vast  ioterior  to  the  line  of  Xcw  York,  Ver- 
roool,  and  Lower  Canada,  including  ia  Mnssachusetts 
n  purl  of  Uic  couuticx  of  Ks«cx,  Middlcsux,  Worcoster. 
Old  Hiiin[>.«hin.',  Ilerk»liire,  was  a  i)rim<;\'al  wildtT- 
nc»)i,  bonoati)  wlioi^e  anctfiit  sliaduw  a  score  of  Iiidiuu 
tribeti  maintained  their  fireri  of  war  and  council,  wid 
ol>»erve<l  the  rite^  of  that  bloody  and  hon-ible  Pagan- 
isni  which  formed  their  only  religion. 

On  this  narrow  border  were  stretched  along  the 
low  wooden  hoiiaes  with  their  wooden  chimneys; 
the  patches  of  Iiidi»n  corn  crotifled  and  enclosed  by 
the  standitij^  forest :  the  smooth-shaven  meudow  and 
salt  niiiri'h  ;  tlic  rocky  imstnre  of  horjics,  sheep,  and 
ni'at  cuttle  :  the  fish-flakes,  hnnber-yards,  the  fishing 
bouts  and  coasting  sli<tlli>{is ;  West  India  and  Wine 
Islands  merchant-shipi*;  the  meelingdiotises,  wiml- 
milU,  and  Miinll  stockade  forts, — uhioh  made  up 
tiie  human,  aitificial,  and  visible  exterior  of  tlie  N«w 
England  of  that  era.  Altogether  the  whole  aoene, 
in  itji  natural  and  in  its  culiivated  elements,  was  in 
exact  keeping  with  the  condition  and  character  and 
prospects  of  that  gcncnition  of  onr  ancestors.  It  wns 
the  dwelling  [iliiw.  of  the  Pilgrim.-!,  and  of  the  chil- 
dreu  of  the  Pilgrims.  Tliere  lay  —  covered  over  Bia 
it  were,  partially  sheltered,  yet  not  wholly  out  of 
danger,  like  the  sowing  of  a  winter  grain — th« 
germs  of  tins  day's  excetiding  glory,  beauty,  and 
strength.  There  rose,  plain,  massive,  and  deep-6et, 
the  basement  stories  of  Oiir  religions,  civil,  and  lit- 
erary institulion»^  beaten  against  and  raged  around 
by  many  a  terai>c9t  and  many  a  flood, — yet  not  fslU 
iog,  for  their  foundation  was  a  rock.    Fifty  years  of 
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continual  emigration  from  England,  and  of  genpral 
pence  and  general  health,  hail  swelled  the  liundfid 
of  men  wlm  came  pas^^enge^s  in  The  Mayflww«r  to 
Plymouth,  and  in  The  Ahi^il  to  Siil«m,  and  in  Tlid 
Arabella  to  Ito«ton,  into  an  infant  pfop1«.  Ind«- 
peudem'c  of  iho  niotlit-r  tountry  had  hardly  yet  vn- 
tend  the  w«kiii^  or  t^lccping  drenin«  of  Any  man  ; 
but,  a«  B^ainitt  hII  th«  world  heKideH,  they  had  bi-gnn 
tu  iilli-r  the  Uii-^UAgv,  gitit  oti  Uit!  ha)>iu,  and  ns»ume 
the  pott,  of  a  uascent  and  aiMcrted  sovereignty  and 
itional  cxirttence.  Some  portion  of  the  great  work 
'liich  they  were  sent  hither  to  do  they  had  alreatly 
done.  They  had  constnieted  a  republican,  reproscu- 
tativc  govcniment.  They  liful  mmle  proviBion  for 
the  inentiil  and  mora!  cidiure  of  the  rising  uatinn. 
Something  of  the  growth  of  a  half-century  of  iiidiia- 
Iry,  —  "immaturo  biid«.  blossoms  fallen  from  Ibo 
tret',  and  iirtcn  fruit."  —  were  bcjjinidnjj  to  gladden 
Uw  untumi  and  the  miunl  prowpvol.  Still  the  gunvral 
asjtet^t  of  the  sccnerj,'  of  that  dny.  even  if  surveyed 
froiu  one  of  tlioMe  «minence)i  which  now  rii>e  in  »o 
much  beauty  around  llonton,  would  have  seemed  \o 
the  eem^a  and  imagination  of  a  beholder  wild, 
Rustcrii.  and  uninviting.  The  dreams  of  some  of  the 
sunguiuCf  early  eettlers  were  by  this  time  liniiihed. 
J(  had  Ik'vii  discovered  by  this  time  that  our  soil 
containe<l  neither  f^old  nor  silver,  and  that  although 
we  could  purchiiHc  very  good  wine  at  Fayal  or 
Madeira,  with  tJie  proceeds  of  the  fish  we  sold  at 
BUifoa,  we  were  not  likely  to  ijuile  rival  Hungary, 
aa  Master  Grave,  the  engineer,  in  1620,  thought  we 
sboutd  in  the  domestic  article.  The  single  dnmitsk 
rove  grew  wild  by  the  walls.  a»  Mr.  Miggiiisoii  6»y» 
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it  S\A  in  his  time  ;  liut  all  felt  Ijy  tho  year  1675  lliftt 
it  wns.  oil  the  wliole,  a  iioiiiewliat  ungenial  Ih^v«ii 
be»euth  which  th«ir  lot  was  aat,  ^-ielding  nothing 
to  hixiiry  an<i  nothing  to  idleness,  but  jet  holding 
out  to  fiiilli,  to  patience,  and  labor,  freedom  and 
public  niKl  privutv  virtue,  tlio  proniitm  of  a  latter  day 
far  off  of  glory,  honor.  «nd  enjoyment.  Every  thing, 
around  you  »i>o)tK  audibly  to  tlie  iwn!^e«  and  iinagina- 
tion  of  toil  and  jirivation,  of  veariforae  days  and 
sleepless  nights,  of  serious  aims,  grave  duties,  and 
bo|>e  deferred  nithont  making  the  heart  &ick.  You 
looked  upon  the  first  and  hanlest  confliets  of  civilised 
man  with  unreclaimed  nature  and  unciviliunl  man. 
Vou  saw  all  around  you  the  blended  antagonist  mani- 
festations an<l  insignia  of  a  dinded  empire.  Indiao 
wigvrams  and  the  one  ihousuiid  houMhs  of  Boston 
sent  up  thvir  emoke  into  tlie  »mic  !<ky.  Indian 
cnnoe«  and  the  fl:Uung  ami  coasting  crafl  and  mer- 
cluintmen,  loading  for  Spain  and  Africa  and  the 
Wot  Indies,  floated  upon  tlie  same  waters.  EnglLiih 
grain  and  grasses  grew  among  the  blackcnc<l  stumps 
of  lira  newly  fuUvn  forest.  Men  went  aruietl  to  tlteir 
fields,  to  nu-eting.  and  to  bring  home  tliL-ir  brides 
from  their  father's  house  where  they  had  married 
them-  It  nsi  like  ifae  contest  of  Winter  and  Spring 
de^-ribed  by  Thomson,  or  like  that  of  the  good  and 
evil  print-iple  of  the  Oriental  superstitions:  and  it 
might  St  first  seem  doubtful  which  would  triumph. 
But  when  you  contemplated  the  pnwi.e<?l  a  littla 
more  closely. — when  you  saw  wlial  co«ly  and 
pledges  the  IHlj^rims  had  already  given  to  posterity 
and  the  new  woriil.  —  when  you  saw  the  fixtu 
vhieh  ibey  bud  eettlcd  into  and  incorporated  w 
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its  soil,  the  lintk  collpgu  tit  Caniliridgc,  anc]  the 
meet  i  II  g- ho  uses  M-iiilinj;  up  thvir  »pii-t-s  from  every 
dcnriii^;,  —  when  yoii  »i)rveyvi|  thii  uitost^iilatiuu^ 
but  [H>riii»iicut  hikI  vu»l  irnpToveniviits  which  lifty 
ycare  had  tracvd  upon  the  fafe  of  that  »ii.nii  niid 
wild  land,  *iid  gariiei-e*!  up  in  its  bowmi,  —  whva 
you  looked  Hti-adfa^itly  into  the  onuuteniutces  of  thoso 
men.  and  read  there  I  hat  <'X]irRii»ion  of  calm  reArdvei 
Itigh  hope,  and  lixed  faitli,  —  when  yoii  heartl  their 
prnrers  for  that  once  pleannnt  England  an  for  a  land 
tJiey  no  longer  desired  to  see  ;  for  the  new  world, 
now  not  merely  the  scene  of  their  dutie^i  hut  the 
borne  of  their  heart's  adoption, — yon  would  no 
longer  doubt  that,  though  the  next  half-century 
^liould  be,  as  it  proved,  a  long,  bloody  warfare,  — 
though  the  mother  country  should  leave  them,  as 
she  did,  to  conteii<l  single-handed  with  Indians, 
French,  and  an  unpropitious  soil  and  sky,  —  though 
acts  of  navigation  and  hoards  of  trade  should  restrain 
their  entcrprUe  and  roh  it  of  its  rewards,  —  that  tlicir 
triumph  was  still  cerUiiu,  and  a  later  generation  would 
pnrtake  of  its  fruitet  and  he  encompassed  ahout  by  ita 
glori'.  A  thousand  instruetive  particulars  would 
be  collected  by  such  an  autiquarinii  as  the  author 
of  Old  Mortality,  serving  to  illustrate  the  employ- 
ments, customs,  and  thanu-tcr  of  this  portion  of  our 
ancestors,  and  cmhodii-d  in  such  a.  form  as  to  become 
permiiuently  a  part  of  the  current  knowledge  of  un 
educated  people.  The  indiistn-  of  NVw  Kngland  in 
1675  hiid  taken  almost  all  the  girat  leading  direc- 
tions in  whieh  it  afu-ixvanls  cKorted  itself  with  such 
splendid  success-  There  were  then  nearly  five  hun* 
dred  fishlnj;  vessels,  lurgc  nml  vmall.  tu  the  four 
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colonies.  'n>e  expart  of  iisli  to  the  north  of  Spain, 
to  Fayiil  and  Madeira,  and  of  IuuiIicl',  pipe-titavea, 
provibiionB.  naval  stores,  and  neat  cattle,  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  import  of  winea  and  Vu'eat  India 
goudfi  employed  from  one  to  two  hundred  vessels 
mure,  of  u  larger  rate,  built  and  owned  in  New  Eng- 
land. The  print-ipal  import  of  British  goods  was 
U>  Boston,  wlicni.'e  they  were  iilii]>ped  coastwise  to 
Maine,  Hartfonl,  and  Ni'w  lluvi-n.  Linon,  woollen, 
and  cotton  doth,  gia*i,  uud  salt,  to  voma  i-xtcnt,  weru 
manufaotured  in  .Mussaului^otls.  The  flax  vfun  all 
raised  here ;  the  wool  ehivlly  ;  the  cotton  wa^  iin- 
ported.  The  etjuality  of  fortunes  vma  remarkable 
even  for  that  age  of  simple  haltiLs  and  general  indint- 
try  and  morality.  There  were  only  fifteen  or  twenty 
merchants  worth  five  hundi-ed  [lonndu  each;  and 
there  were  no  heggars.  The  niii>t  showy  nianwiun 
CQUtaitied  no  more  than  tweniy  rounis;  bill  the 
meauest  cottage  hail  at  least  two  stories,  —  a  remark- 
able improvement  since  1029,  when  the  house  of 
the  Lady  Moody,  a  person  of  great  consideration  in 
Salem,  i»  said  to  have  been  only  uine  feet  high,  with 
a  wooden  chimney  in  the  centre.  Governor  Wintlnop 
saya  iu  his  Jonnial,  thiit  he  spent  in  thu  years  he 
was  goveniur  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  of 
wliicli  two  hundred  pounds — nut  seven  hundred 
dollant  —  would  have  muinlaiued  him  in  a  private 
condition.  Theie  were  no  musicians  by  trade ;  a 
daneing-sclioul  was  attempled,  hut  failed.  Hut  a 
feiicing-seliool  in  Bustou  succeeded  eniinenlly)  we 
all  know  that  fencing,  %vilhout  foiU  or  luition>fees, 
was  the  daily  and  nightly  exercise  of  the  youth  and 
manhood  of  the  colonies  for  half  the  tirsl  century  of 
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Qirir  «xi«l«iice.  It  U  strikinglr  clinrsoturislic  of  our 
ttlicnt  of  tliftt  d»y  «f  lalior,  tenipenili?  habits,  bikI 
isU-n-  geitcml  iiuM-aliu-,  tJiat  a  »yim(I  coiivi-iipil  in 
lfi79  to  iiiij litre  what  crviiig  mi  of  prnotice  ornpiiiinu 
hftit  broiigtii  doWD  the  jiid^tifiit  of  (loil  on  the  coIch 
iiies  ascriliert  it  very  niurh  to  the  iiiteniperate  and 
liiriirinu-4  h»hitii  of  what  they  deemed  a  backsliding 
and  downward  age.  IliibbanI  reekons  anxuig  the 
moral  causes  of  that  %vur  the  piido,  intciniwmnw. 
nnd  worldly-minded !ie»«i  of  the  people  ;  and  another 
writer  of  that  day  derioiinoM  with  most  ladltymOMC 
flmjiieiicc  the  iricreiwiiig  ijii]Hirtatioi).-<  of  wine,  threat- 
ening;: the  Ararat  of  the  Pilgrims  with  a  new  kind  of 
deltig**. 

Tlii:«  la»t  writer  reniindti  u»  of  it  story  which  Joiin 
Wilkes,  I  think.  I<'11»  in  Biwwcil'it  Johiismn,  tliat  lie 
OiKfi  attvndi^'d  a  Sunday  meeting  in  the  inti^rior  of 
Scotland  wiien  the  preaehi-r  declaimed  moHt  fiirioualy, 
for  an  hour,  against  luxury,  although,  said  Wilkes, 
tliere  were  not  three  pairs  of  shoes  in  tlie  whole 
congregation ! 

There  are  two  or  three  sabjects.  among  a  thousand 
others  of  a  different  cltaiacler.  connected  with  the 
history  of  New  England  in  that  era,  whit-h  denerve, 
and  would  rowiinl,  the  ftiHe^t  itiiislnitton  whieh 
learning  and  genius  and  philosophy  could  hentnw. 
Tlipy  Imvo  Iwen  Ireutcd  copiously  and  ably;  but  I 
nm  riurij  Ihut  whuxo  <Teate.4  the  romantic  literature  of 
the  country  will  be  found  to  have  placed  them  in  new 
lights,  iiiid  to  have  made  them  for  the  first  time  famil- 
iar, inu'lligible,  and  interesting  to  tlic  mass  of  the 
reading  community. 

I^t  me  instance  as  one  of  these  the  (Jd  Puritan 
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eharacter.  In  awvy  view  of  i(,  it  was  ai)  extiiioriU- 
nary  iiionul  and  moral  iiheiiomenon.  Tlie  uouiitlcsi 
iu6ucucc»  wliioli  haw  been  acting  on  man  ever  since 
his  crealjon,  —  the  countleits  variety  of  conditioii  and 
circumstances,  of  cliuiate.  of  goveniment,  of  leligiou, 
and  of  Hocial  syiiteiijii  iii  wliicb  ti«  bus  lived,  never 
produced  such  a  sj^^cimen  of  chaructur  a*  tliia  Lcfore, 
and  never  will  do  so  aguin.  It  wa«  (Icvulupcd,  dis- 
cipltnuil,  and  peifi-etyd  fur  a  jiartionlor  rliiy  and  a  par- 
ticular duty.  Wlii-ii  iliut  day  watt  unded  and  lliut 
duty  done,  it  wa.t  dissolved  again  into  its  flcineiits, 
and  diKuppt-aR-d  among  tlii^  common  forms  of  human- 
ity,  ajiart  from  whith  it  had  acted  and  suffcitid, — 
above  which  it  had  towered,  yet  out  of  which  it  had 
been  by  a  long  [irocess  elaborated,  Tlie  hwiian  in- 
fluences which  combined  to  fonn  the  Pnrilan  clukrac- 
ter  from  the  general  mind  of  England,  —  which  set 
thia  sect  apart  from  all  the  rest  of  the  community, 
and  stamped  upon  it  a  systt-ui  of  manners,  a  style  of 
dress  and  salutation  and  ]>liraKcology,  a  distinct,  eutira 
scheme  of  opinioun  njion  religion,  government,  mo- 
rality, and  human  life,  marking  it  ulT  from  the  crowds 
about  it,  as  the  fabled  waters  of  the  classical  fonntaia 
passed  underneath  the  sea.  unmingled,  unchanged  in 
taste  or  color,  —  these  things  arc  matters  of  popular 
history,  and  I  need  not  enumerato  or  weigh  them. 
What  WHS  the //!'(/ end  for  winch  llie  Puritans  were 
raised  up,  we  also  in  some  part  all  know.  All  thing* 
here  in  New  England  proelium  it.  The  works  wbtch 
they  did,  these  testify  of  them  and  of  the  objects  aiidj 
reality  of  their  mission,  and  they  are  inscrikied  npoa 
all  the  vddos  of  our  religioua,  political,  and  iitoraiy 
ediflveij,  legibly  and  imponshably. 
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Biit  wlitle  n-fl  appreciate  what  the  Puritans  bara 
donn.  imtl  rccuguize  the  divinr  wiiidoni  and  purposes 
in  ntiiiiuf;  tbeiti  up  to  ilo  it.  tMsmethiiig  is  wanting  yet 
Ui  give  lu  thvir  chiiracter  aii<l  fortunes  a  wunn,  quick 
iutertr^l,  a  uharni  for  tho  feelings  and  imugitmtion,  an 
abiding-plave  iu  the  h«art  und  memory  and  afioctious 
of  all  Uie  geiH-ratioiis  of  the  people  to  whum  they 
bequeallied  tlK.-Mii'vpresoiitativegovvrDiuviititiiiid  thU 
undefiled  religion.  It  i»  time  tlxit  lit«nituix;  and  the 
artti  shouhl  at  leant  coi'iHiraK!  with  hiittory.  Themes 
more  inspiring  or  more  inntniclive  were  never  sung 
by  old  or  modern  Uirda  in  liiUI  or  Ixiwer.  The  whole 
liititary  of  the  Puritans, — of  that  jHirtion  which 
rumaiuetl  in  England  and  pluehed  Churles  from  his 
tbrouc  and  hturted  erown  uwl  mitre  heneath  the  hua- 
itioiM  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  that  other  not 

'less  oohic  portion  which  came  out  hitlier  from  Eng- 
land, and  founded  a  freer,  fairer,  and  more  enduring 
Commonwealth  —  all  tb«  leading  traibs  of  their  re- 
ligious, intellectual,  and  active  vharai^Ktr,  their  tlivo- 
logiejil  doelrineis,  their  8Uper»titioni^  their  iiotiomi  of 
the  divine  government  and  ccoitomy.and  of  tlie  place 
they  filled  iu  it,  ^ every  thing  about  thera,  every  thing 

Pwhieh  befell  them,  —  wa,-*  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
of  life;  and  he  who  would  adequately  record  their 
forlune.s  dwpliiy  their  peculiarities,  and  decide  upon 
Uieir  pretenwon*,  rauht.  like  tho  writer  of  the  Penta- 
teuch, pnt  in  requisition  allematiOy  music,  poutry, 
eloquence,  and  history,  and  ^peak  by  turns  to  the 
aeuises,  the  fimey,  an<l  the  rcuson  uf  tlie  world. 

Tliey  were  pcrsecnted  forembntoiiigapuror  Protes- 
tantism tluin  the  Kpixeupaey  of  England  in  the  age 
Eliuibelh.    likstead  uf  ceasing  to  be  Protestants, 
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perweoution  made  them  repuliUcaiis,  alfio.  They  were 
iiickuamed  Puiitaiw  by  tlieir  eneiiii&i;  then  after- 
ward tliey  became  a  distinct,  solitary  caHle.  —  amom/, 
but  not  of,  the  people  of  Etigluud.  They  were 
fliittcrud,  they  wcro  tvinptvd,  they  were  shut  up  iii 
])i'isoii,  lliL'j'  wiTi'c  baptized  with  the  fire  of  niartyr- 
duiii.  Solicitation,  violviioc,  wvrv  ulikv  uiiiivailiug, 
except  to  eon»olidftt«  tbeir  energios.  jierfet-t  their 
virt twn,  and  mortify  their  human  iift'ectionH,  —  lo  iaim 
their  thoiiglits  from  the  kingdnnu  and  kings  of  this 
world,  and  the  giory  of  them,  to  tiie  contemplatimi  of 
that  wnrpa-isiiig  glory  whlcii  is  to  be  revealed.  Some 
of  them  at  length,  not  ho  much  becauHe  these  many 
years  of  persecution  liad  wearied  or  dislnmrtened 
them,  as  because  they  saw  in  it  an  intimation  of  the 
will  of  God,  bought  the  freedom  which  thei-e  they 
foiuiil  not.  on  the  bleak  sea-BhorQ  and  beneath  the 
dark  pine-foi-eat  of  New  England.  History,  fiction, 
liu-i'.itnrc,  does  not  record  an  incident  of  such  moral 
¥^ubliniity  us  thin.  Othoiis  like  .'Eneas,  hitvu  lied 
frinn  the  city  of  their  futhcrs  after  the  victor  ha« 
eiilered  and  iired  it.  But  the  country  they  left  was 
peaceful,  cultivated,  ta-ilcful,  merry  England.  The 
asylum  tJiey  sought  was  upon  the  very  outside  of 
the  world.  Others  have  traveled  !iea»  as  wide,  fur 
fame  or  gold.     Not  so  the  Puritans. 

"  Kor  lure  of  iimqui'il't  iiii-lmir  bcnm, 
Nut  iliiitKlliiic  riiiim  ot  (tuuy't  dri;atu, 
Nor  wihl  Hili-ciitiire't  lute  tu  ninui, 
Itmiiglil  fnni  Ili<-ir  latlifn'  aiicivnl  Iiomo, 
O'er  Ui«  wide  um,  llio  Pilicrim  liuat." 

It  was  fit  that  the  founders  of  our  race  should  have 
been  such  men,  —  that  they  should  have  so  labored 
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Rnd  to  Kiifftrred,  —  tlint  llicir  tniMl  ami  stroniioiis 
virtui's  eliunid  sluml  out  in  stich  pivtiiiiiviK.-e  tutd 
gnindvur.  Il  vrill  hn  wvH  for  »»  when  tlimr  slory 
sIiaII  iiavv  grown  "ftuniUnr  a/t  a  tiDiiAetiolit  wonl," 
whi'ii  it  shall  make  even  your  ohtidn-n's  bononis  giovr 
and  llieir  evct  ^listi'n  in  the  ballnil  nnd  iiursi-ry<t»le, 
aiid  giv«  patliiM  and  elevation  to  our  whole  higher 
national  niiiiittrelny. 

'I'here  i»  another  subject  connected  with  our  early 
history  etninently  adnpt«d  to  the  nature  and  purpotics 
at  romantic  literature,  and  worthy  to  bo  illustrated 
by  Buch  H  litcniture,  —  that  is-  tlic  comlilion,  pros- 
pects, and  fute  of  the  K«w  Englund  tribes  uf  Indians 
at  the  I'jKith  of  Philip's  War.  It  hiw  sometinni^  been 
remarkcil  as  a  matter  of  reproach  to  a  connnuiuty, 
that  it  haa  suffered  its  benefactors  to  perish  of  want, 
and  then  erected  statues  to  their  memory.  The 
crime  doc^  not  He  in  erecting  the  sUituv,  but  in  hav- 
iu^  AufTered  the  departed  good  ami  great,  whom  it 
commemorates,  to  jieriith.  It  hax  lieeii  our  lot  in  the 
appointmeiiu  of  Fiv>ridL-iice  to  be,  innocently  or 
criniiiuiily,  ini(lrument«  in  t^weeping  from  Ihe  earth 
one  of  the  primitive  families  of  man.  We  bnild  our 
honx^a  npon  their  giave^;  our  cattle  feed  U|ion  the 
Itillri  frttm  which  they  ca.tt  their  la.-it  look  upon  the 
land,  pteiuiant  to  them  aa  it  iH  now  pleasant  to  us,  in 
which  through  an  immemorial  wJitiquity  their  gener- 
ations luid  been  dwelling.  The  leilst  we  eim  do  for 
tbeni,  for  science  and  Ivlters,  is  to  preserve  their  hi»* 
tory.  This  we  have  done.  We  have  explored  llieir 
antiquities,  studieil  luid  written  (heir  langnage  and 
dttducod  ltd  grammar,  recorded  tJieir  traditions,  traced 
tbeir  wandcringd,  and  embodied  ia  one  form  or  an- 
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other  llinir  (nwtonis,  iheiv  emiikiyiiieiit)*,  their  siiper- 
Miliijii^,  aiid  tlicir  rt!ligioii.-i  belief.  Hut  tlicic  is  in 
thiR  coiiiiectioii  one  Uiiiig  which,  jierhaps.  jfoetry  and 
romance  can  nlone  do,  or  cnii  best  do.  It  is  toga  back 
to  the  «pooh  of  this  war,  for  esaniple,  —  paint  viviiUy 
aiul  uffectinftly  Uie  condition  of  the  tribes  which  Uwn 
wandurcd  over,  ratlier  than  otcupiiHl,  tli«  boniulleas 
wiUIoriiL'SS  extending  from  (he  margin  of  scft-coast 
covered  by  th«  colonists  to  tlie  line  of  New  York  and 
Canada.  Tlie  liistory  of  man,  like  the  roil  of  the 
Prophet.  i»  full,  within  and  without,  of  monruing, 
lamentation,  and  woe ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  in  all 
that  history  there  is  a  situation  of  guch  luuuniful 
interest  as   this. 

The  terrible  truth  Ijad  at  length  flaslied  upon  the 
ludiKU  chiof.  that  the  presence  of  civiliztttiou,  evcu 
of  humane,  peiuefnl,  and  moral  civilization,  was  in- 
compiilihle  with  the  exislenou  of  Indians.  He  com- 
pi-cliended  at  length  the  tremendous  power  which 
knowlcdgt-,  nrla.  law,  government,  confer  upon  social 
man.  He  looked  in  vain  to  the  physical  energieg, 
the  desperate,  random,  unconibined,  and  desultoiy 
exertions  the  occasional  imlividnal  virtnes  and  ahili- 
ties  of  barbarism,  for  an  equal  power  to  i-esist  iL 
He  saw  the  advancing  popidation  of  the  Coloniea. 
lie  saw  ship-loads  of  white  men  day  after  day  com- 
ing a&liore  from  sunic  hmd  beyunil  the  seu.  of  \vhich 
he  could  only  know  that  it  wus  uver>peupled.  Every 
day  the  woodman's  axe  sounded  nearer  un<l  nearer. 
Every  day  some  valuable  fishing  or  huritiiig-giound, 
or  coni-laud,  or  meadow,  passed  out  of  the  Indian 
possession,  and  was  locked  up  for  ever  in  the  mort- 
umiii  gnisp  of  an  Englinh  title.     Wlint  then,  where 
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then,  vaa  lh«  ttnpe  of  the  Indian?  Of  th>c  tribes  fai' 
off  to  the  East,  —  the  once  U-rribie  Tarratfeiis.  — 
they  had  no  knoivledge,  but  more  divad  tJkaii  of  the 
English  themHelve».  The  difficulty  of  isommunica- 
tioQ,  tile  iliven^ity  of  hinguageR,  th«  want  of  a  jinesA, 
the  unsocial  habito  and  policy  of  all  nomadic  i-ai^es, 
made  alliances  with  the  Five  Kstion»  in  New  York  — 
with  aoy  considerable  tribe  out  of  New  Eugland  — 
int]>racticHb1e,  Civilization,  too,  was  pushing  ito 
prow  lip  ibv  Hudtion,  even  more  adventin'ously  thau 
uiion  the  Coiiiieulicut  and  Charles,  (lie  Merrimack, 
the  Piseataquii,  and  the  Kcuncbue.  They  were  cu- 
c»mpa«.Hfd  n!«mt  as  by  tliu  uiiibniec  of  a  sR-rpout, 
contracting  itA  folds  claser  at  every  turn  and  struggle 
of  iu  vicliiii,  and  leisuix'^Iy  <.-ho«i»ing  iU;  own  tinio  to 
cru^tl  him  to  death.  Svich  were  the  coudiliun  and 
proKpvctti  of  tlie  Induing  of  New  England  at  the  be- 
ginning (if  I'liiliii'jt  War. 

It  is  doubtful  if  that  celebi-ated  chief  intended  to 
provoke  such  a  war,  or  if  he  ever  anticipated  for  it  a 
successful  issue.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  after  it 
had  begun  he  threw  his  whole  great  powers  into  the 
conduct  of  it.  —  that  he  foi-med  and  moved  a  confed- 
eracy of  iilniost  iill  the  aburigiiies  of  New  England 
to  il»  8«iipur(, —  ihiit  he  e\liait»(cd  every  re»our<;e  of 
bravery  and  Indian  ttoldienthip  and  statesmanship, — ' 
thai  he  died  at  last  for  a  land  and  for  a  throne  which 
-he  could  not  save.  Our  fathei-s  called  him  King 
Philip,  in  jest.  I  would  not  wrong  his  warrior-sliudo 
hy  comparing  him  with  any  five  in  aix  of  the  kings 
of  Europe,  of  his  day  or  ours;  and  I  sincerely  wish 
that  the  elabomte  jestK  and  puns  put  forth  by  lliib- 
aud  Mather  u]>on  occasion  uf  lus  death  were 
rased  from  the  records  of  Xew  England. 


B  ISIPORTANCK  OF  nJXSTBATISO 

III  tlie  course  of  this  (lecixivc  struggle  with  tha 
Colonists,  thf  Indtniis,  sonn-  linn-  wlien  all  hiniiiin 
help  MccuKTil  lo  fail.  Iimit-d  in  niigcr  an<)  do^ipair  to 
tlie  gotini  of  their  gloomy  and  peoniiar  woniJiip,  Be- 
neath the  shades  of  the  foreat,  which  had  stood  Irom 
the  creation,  —  at  the  entrance  of  caverns  at  mid- 
night,—  in  tempest  said  thunder,  —  they  sli«d  the 
humnn  blood  und  uttered  the  incuntii lions  which 
their  Hupcni  til  ions  prescribed,  und  called  up  tha 
spirit)!  of  vvil  to  bliwt  thi^sc  daring  stningvrs  who 
neither  fcarecl,  nor  homnvd,  nor  recogniKctl  the  an- 
cient divinities  of  Ihc  [ndiiiiiH.  The  spirits  they  bad 
raised  aban<1oued  them.  Theii-  offering  was  not  ac- 
cepted, —  their  fii-es  of  sacrifiire  were  put  out.  The 
long,  dre,iry  sigli  of  the  niglil  wind  in  the  to])»  of 
the  pines  alone  answcretl  (heir  niii^uided  and  erring 
prayers.  Then  they  felt  that  their  doom  was  Healed, 
and  the  cry  —  piercing,  bitter,  and  final  —  of  a  per- 
ishing nation  arose  to  beavonl 

Let  mti  solicit  your  attention  to  another  view  of 
this  suhjeet.  I  have  urged  tlius  far,  that  our  future 
Waverley  Novels  and  poetry  would  c^intaiii  a  good 
deal  of  positive  information  which  our  histories  do 
not  contain. — gleanings,  if  you  please,  of  what  the 
licensed  reapers  have,  intentionally  or  nninlenlion- 
ally,  let  fall  from  their  hands;  ami  that  this  informa> 
tioii  would  be  authentic  and  valuable.  I  now  add. 
that  ihey  would  have  another  use.  They  would 
make  the  information  winch  our  histories  do  contain 
more  accessible  and  more  engaging  lo  the  great  body 
of  readers,  even  if  they  made  no  addition  to  it»  abso- 
lute quantity.  They  would  melt  down,  as  it  were, 
and  Ktump  the  heavy  bullion  into  a  convenient,  um< 
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rersal  ctrctilating  metliuiD.  Th«j  wouI<l  iinpn-M  the 
bctik  the  l«»ottH  of  liiston',  imirc  ducply,  uiid  iiu-or- 
poimte  lltfin  iiiorv  iiitiinuU'ly  iiiU>  Uiu  ^iH-ml  mind 
mid  heart,  mid  current  aiid  coinmon  kiiowledgu  uf 
llitf  i)eiii>le. 

Ail  liiistory,  oil  records  of  th«  pant,  of  U»e  acbit 
o])iiiionK,  and  cltaracten  of  those  wlio  have  preceded 
lis  in  the  great  procession  of  ch«  generatious  U  full 
of  inxlrut-lioii.  and  written  for  instruction.  Esjib- 
cidllv'  may  wa  say  no  of  our  own  history.  But,  of  M 
wliich  it  teaches,  its  moral  Icsiioiiii  uru,  pcrhnpm  the 
mofit  vahiublu.  It  hoUU  up  to  our  vnudalion  and 
love  gTL'Ht  modL-U  of  piitriotisin  and  virtue.  It  iii< 
trfiduci's  um  into  ihi-  pn-xciice  of  voiienited  ancestors, 
"of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy."  It  teaches 
US  to  appreciate  and  clKrinh  thjji  good  land,  theae 
free  fonus  of  govrmineuL,  tUia  pure  worship  of  the 
conscience.  the»e  ttchooU  of  popular  learning,  l>y  re- 
minding UK  through  how  much  tribulation,  uot  our 
own,  hul  others,  these  best  gifts  of  God  to  inim  have 
been  secured  to  us.  It  coiTects  the  cold  liellishnesa 
which  would  regartl  omiielveH.  our  day.  and  our  pen- 
ention.  as  a  separate  and  insulated  porliou  of  uiuii 
and  time ;  and.  awakeiiin<{  our  syinpathicK  for  lliuw: 
who  liuve  gone  before,  it  tnakfs  us  utliidful,  aUo,  of 
l}imt!  who  are  to  follow,  and  Uimb  bitids  us  to  our 
fiith<-nt  and  to  our  )ii>sl(^nty  by  a  lengthening  and 
goUlen  cord.  It  helps  us  to  realize  the  serene  and 
aiigUKC  presence  and  paramount  claims  of  our  coun- 
try, and  swelhi  the  deep  and  full  dood  of  American 
feeling. 

Such  are  eoine  of  the  moral  inBuencea  and  uMs  of 
our  iiwtory.     Now,  I  say  lliat  be  who  writes  the  ro- 
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innnce  of  history,  as  Scott  faas  writtcu  it,  shull  ti>«ch 
t}ie«u  l«»soni(,  »ml  vxert  »iitl  iliflTusp  thc8«  influences, 
eveu  licttor  tlmii  he  who  confines  liiin.st.'lf  to  whitt  I 
tnay  cal!  the  reality  of  hiHlory.  In  the  first  place, 
he  could  make  a  more  select  and  discriminating 
choice  of  incidents  and  characters  and  periods  of 
time.  There  is  a  xtory  told  of  an  epiour«  who  never 
would  oat  more  ihnn  one  mouthful  out  of  the  sunny 
side  of  thi.!  jwitch.  That  i.*  ahont  th«  proportion, 
ahont  the  (jtiality,  of  all  which  Scott  ctills  out  of 
history. 

ilucli  of  what  history  relates  produces  no  impres- 
sion upon  the  moral  sentiments  or  the  imagination. 
Much  of  it  rather  chills,  shames,  and  di»igu«l«  us, 
than  otherwise.  Throughout  it  is  cunsliiutly  cxett- 
ing  a  succession  of  discordnnt  and  contradictory 
emotions,  —  altc-runlc  priilc  and  morlificalion,  alter- 
nate love  and  anii^cr,  alteninte  i^oiuntcndation  and 
blame.  The  persecutions  of  the  Qnukcrs,  the  con- 
troversies with  Roger  Williams  and  Mrs.  ITutchinson. 
the  perpetual  synods  and  ecclc^ia^licjil  surveillance 
of  the  old  times ;  »  great  deal  of  this  ia  too  tedious 
to  be  read,  or  it  ofifenda  and  alienates  you.  It  is 
truth,  fact;  but  it  is  just  what  you  do  not  want  to 
know,  and  are  nouo  the  wiser  for  knowing.  Now, 
he  who  writes  the  romance  of  history  takes  his  clmico 
of  all  its  ample  hut  ircongniou)!  material.  "  What- 
soever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just, 
whiilsocvor  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are 
lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,  if  there 
be  any  virtue  and  if  there  be  any  praise,"  —  these 
things  alone  he  thinks  of  and  impresses.  In  this 
sense  he  accommodates  the   show  of  things  to  the 


NEW    EXGLASl)    HISTORY. 


81 


I 


desires  and  the  Deeds  of  tho  immortal,  mortil  nnturc. 
To  raiy  a  li^re  of  Milton');,  instead  of  vrowiUii}^  his 
net,  OS  Time  urowda  hU,  with  »]|  things  prccinm  and 
rilv,  —  bri>;lit  gems,  8e«-wei-<l  mixisl  with  wtiid,  hones 
of  fMliCM,  —  lie  only  dives  fur  and  hrings  up  coml 
and  pearl,  und  shells  go)den>vaIved  and  rainbow* 
ccdored,  murmuring  to  (he  ear  like  an  jKoUan  hnrp. 
Be  remrmb«rs  that  it  is  an  heroic  nge  to  whose  con- 
templiition  he  would  turn  us  back  :  and  as  no  man  is 
s  hero  to  his  servant,  so  no  age  b  heroic  of  which  the 
whole  truth  is  rrconli>d.  He  revolts  the  uiM-ful  truth 
therefore,  uuly,  —  j^atherln^  only  the  wheat,  wine, 
and  oil  into  his  ^nmvr.— leaving  all  the  rest  to 
putrefy  or  Iw  burned. 

Kut  fartlier.  Snch  a  writer  as  I  am  supposing  is 
not  only  privileged  to  be  more  Keleet  and  felicitous  in 
his  topica,  his  ineidenlH,  ehnriioters.  and  oi'aH.  but  hfl 
treats  these  topics  ditFerently,  and  in  a  way  to  give 
ten  thousand-fold  more  interest  and  impressiveness 
to  nil  the  mnnl  lessons  they  are  adapted  to  teach. 
He  t«1ls  the  truth,  to  be  sure ;  but  he  does  not  tell 
tin  whole  l^-uth,  for  that  would  be  sometimes  mis- 
placed and  discordant,  lie  tells  something  mare 
than  tlie  Irnlh,  too,  remembering  that  though  man  is 
unt  of  itnaginali'iu  all  eompod,  he  iit  yet,  in  part,  a 
creature  of  imagination,  and  can  b«  reached  and  |icr- 
fected  by  a  law  of  hiit  untiU'e  in  part  only  throngh 
the  irosginatinn.  He  makes  the  imagination,  there- 
lore,  he  makes  an,  wit,  eloquence,  philosophy,  and 
poetry,  invention,  a  skilful  plot,  a  spirited  dialogue, 
a  happy  play.  Imlaucc  and  rivalry  of  chai-actenf, — 
he  makes  all  these  contribute  to  embellish  and  roo- 
ommeixl  tliat  essential,  historical  truth  which  is  as 
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the  nticletu*  of  the  whole  fnir  orb.  Thua  lie  gives  a 
vividness,  individuality,  neaniefts.  magnitude,  to  the 
retuolest  past,  which  hardly  )>clong!i  to  the  engro8»> 
ing  and  viiiihle  pvesent,  and  which  bi!<toi7  gives  to 
nothiiig.  TIiP  Uichard  of  Scott  in  his  general  chai^ 
»c'Ut  iind  principal  fDituiiea.  in  his  chronology  and 
gcugriiphy,  »o  to  upcuk.  )»  the  Ricliard  of  history. 
But  the  rouKCHi  yoii  know  him  bi-tlcr  i^  this:  tho  |iiir- 
tii'iiliir  Hitnationfi  iu  whicii  you  Mee  him  tti  Ivnnhoe 
and  the  Crusadt-r?,  the  coiiverHatioiu  h«  holiU,  hi« 
ohstifpeiouM  i7ontesl  of  drink  and  ntuttic  with  the 
hoiy  clerk  in  the  cell,  that  more  glorious  conteiit  with 
the  traitors  in  the  wood,  with  the  Norraann  in  the 
castle,  the  scene  in  his  tent  in  which  he  was  so  nearly 
assasfinated,  and  tliat  in  Saladin's  tent  where  ho 
cludlenged  him  in  all  love  and  honor  to  do  mortal 
battle  tor  the  jKiBBcssion  of  Jerusalem,  —  these  are 
all  supplied  by  the  imugiiiutioii  of  tho  writvr  to  tho 
imagiiuition  of  the  reader.  Probably  ihey  all  hap- 
pened just  as  ihoy  are  set  forth ;  but  you  can't  ex- 
actly prove  it  out  of  uuy  hook  of  history.  They  «ro 
all  probable;  they  ciu  cxairtly  conwutent  with  what 
we  du  kiiow  and  can  prove.  Hut  the  record  ii«  lost 
by  lime  and  accident.  They  lie  beyond  the  province 
of  reason  ;  hut  faith  and  imagination  stretch  beyond 
that  province,  and  complete  tho  shadowy  and  imper- 
fect revelation.  History  shows  you  prospects  by 
starlight,  or  at  best  by  the  ivnning  moon.  Romantic 
fiction,  as  Scott  wvit«s  it,  doe*  not  cr«»t«  A  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth ;  but  it  just  pours  the 
brightnOM  of  noonday  over  the  eurtb  and  sky.  He 
sliowa  you  the  same  prospect  which  history  does. 
But  he  shows  it  from  a  different  point  of  view,  and 
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through  a  brighter,  more  lustrous  medium,  niid  hy  » 
more  powerful  ojttienl  itiiitrunicat.  Some  things 
which  history  woiihi  ithow,  you  do  not  bw.  But  you 
«ee  the  best  of  every  thing, —  all  that  is  gnuiX  and 
beautiful  of  Nutuic,  all  that  is  brilliHut  in  achieve* 
menl,  all  tlint  is  m;tgiiuiiiinuus  in  virtue,  all  that  is 
sublime  in  M(lf-«aerilice;  nml  you  see  a  great  deal 
more  of  which  hiiitory  shows  you  nothing.  To  say 
that  Scott'it  view  of  an  age,  a  character,  or  a  histori- 
cal event,  is  not  a  true  new,  is  not  much  more  sensi- 
ble than  to  say  that  nothing  exists  but  what  you  can 
see  in  the  dark.  —  tliat  he  who  brings  a  light  into 
your  room  in  the  night  suddenly  creates  vvcrii'  thing 
which  you  arc  enabled  to  discover  by  the  light  of  it. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  can  better  illustrate  this  dif- 
ference between  the  romance  and  the  reality  of  his- 
tory, and  ui  some  rcsi>ecta  the  superiority  of  the 
former  for  teaching  and  imprCK)<iiug  mere  hinloncal 
Initii,  than  by  going  Iwick  to  the  ten  yearn  which 
immediately  preceded  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  If 
idle  wirthes  were  not  ninfiil  att  well  as  idle,  that  of  all 
time  past  is  the  period  in  which  we  might  all  vriMh  to 
have  lived.  Yet  how  meagre  and  uni^atisfactory  is 
the  mere  written  history  of  that  day.  Indeed,  there 
is  hardly  any  thing  there  for  history.  The  tea  was 
thrown  overboard,  to  be  sure,  and  The  Gaspar 
bunted  ;  town  meetings  were  held,  and  committM'8 
of  correi>{>oiidence  chosen,  and  touching  appeals,  of 
pathoH  and  argument  and  elociuence  unectualled, 
addressed  to  the  king  and  people  of  England  in 
behalf  of  their  oppreaseil  suljjects  and  brethren  of 
America.  And  when  history  has  told  you  this  site 
is  silent.    Yon  must  go  to  Scott,  or  evoke  the  atill 
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tniglitier  SliakKpenre  or  Homer,  if  you  would  truly 
know  what  that  day  was.  —  what  the  (ipople  nf  that 
day  wers,  —  if  yoii  would  share  in  that  strong  and 
wide  excitement.  Bee  that  feeling,  not  loud  but  deep, 
of  anger  and  grief  and  ponscious  worth,  and  the 
sense  of  violated  rights,  in  that  mingled  and  liixu- 
lious  emotion  of  hope  and  apprehension  witli  which 
the  heart  of  ihc  whole  country  thr()hhed  and  labored 
as  the  Iteart  of  a  man.  And  how  would  Scott  reveal 
to  you  the  spirit  of  that  age  ?  He  would  jilaoe  you 
in  the  midiUe  of  a  f^roup  of  citizens  of  Boston,  going 
home  from  iliv  Old  South,  perhaps,  or  Tanfuil  Hall, 
where  James  Otis,  or  Josiuh  Quincy,  or  Samuel 
Adams,  had  hi-cn  speaking,  and  let  you  listen  to 
their  conversrttion.  He  would  take  you  to  th«ir 
meeting  on  Sunday  wln^n  the  congregation  stood  up 
in  prayer,  and  the  venerable  pastor  adverte*!  to  the 
crisis,  and  a»ked  for  strength  and  guidance  from 
above  to  meet  it.  He  would  remark  to  you  that 
varied  expression  which  ran  instantaneously  over  the 
general  countenance  of  the  assembly,  and  show  you 
in  thtit  varied  exj»ression  —  the  vaiied  fortunes  of 
Americii  —  the  short  sorrow,  the  long  joy,  the  strife, 
the  triumph,  the  agony,  and  tlie  glory.  In  that  eon- 
grt-galton  you  nii<;lit  t«ee  in  one  sttat  the  worn  frame 
of  n  mulher  whose  husband  followed  the  banners  of 
Wolfe,  and  felt  with  him  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham, 
shuddering  with  apprehension  lest  such  a  life  and 
such  a  death  await  her  only  son,  yet  striving  as  b»* 
cnme  a  matron  of  New  England,  for  grace  to  make 
even  that  sacrilice.  You  might  see  old  men  who 
dragged  Sir  WiUiam  Pcppen'lla  cannon  along  the 
beach  at  Loiusburg,  now  only  regretting  that  they 
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IiimI  not  half  so  mucli  youlhfiii  vigor  left  to  fight 
tlicir  king  n*  tliev  iJieti  ii«'<i  iip  iii  figlitiug  bis  ene- 
Yoii   naul   in   yonJcr  eye  of  fire  the  encrgj' 
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ainl  artlor  of  a  stat^tiinan  like  John  Atlums,  seeing 
c:le»r  ihrou^li  tliat  (lav'»  liuMnesa,  ami  beholding  the 
bri^bi  spot  beyond  the  gloom.  You  se*  tbe  blood 
moiiut  into  tb»t  cheek  of  munly  beuuly.  Ixitniying 
tbe  youthful  WarrenV  dreAin  of  funii.- ',  But  as  tli« 
puustor  procwilvd,  und  bis  fix-liiigft  rosis,  nnd  hi»  voice 
ewvllcd  to  its  full  exprvstuoiii  lut  he  touched  on  tbe 
rights  of  tbe  Colonies  iind  the  inji)i<liee  of  the  king,  — 
UH  liis  kiiiilliiig  iniagiiiitlion  presented  to  liim  the 
Mcnex  of  coming  ami  donhtfnl  conflict,  and  he 
))myed  that  Ho  to  wlioin  tbe  chieids  of  the  earth 
belong  would  gird  ou  hut  sword  and  gn  forth  with 
our  lto»l»  on  tlte  day  of  battle,  and  would  ojwn  their 
eyes  to  behold  in  every  valley  and  in  every  plain,  as 
tlie  prophet  beheld  by  the  same  illuinination,  ehariots 
of  fii-e  and  hon^es  of  fire,  —  you  would  see  then  all 
those  minor  shades  of  individual  peculiarity  [kuw 
away  from  the  face  of  tbe  assembly,  and  one  uni- 
versnl  and  sublimo  expression  of  relijpou  and  pa< 
Iriolism  diffuse  itiwlf  over  all  oount«uauces  alike,  ai* 
Buiiithine  upon  a  1al«  didlurbed  sea. 

Thus  somewhat  would  Scoll  cimtiiv*  to  give  yon 
a  perception  of  that  indefinable  yet  real  and  opera- 
live  existence,  —  tbe  spirit  of  a  strongly  agitated 
age.  —  of  tlie  temper  and  determination  of  a  people 
in  a  state  of  high  excitement  and  fennenlatioD,  not 
yet  broken  out  into  overt  conduct,  — of  that  interval 
so  full  of  strange  interest,  betweou  the  acting  of 
a  dreadful  thing  and  the  tint  motion.  Ho  doe«  it 
simply  and  shortly  by  the  power  of  philosophical 
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imngiiialiun  working  iipati  known  incU,  avtim]  cxp«> 
i-ipai^e,  iiiiil  llif  iiiiirnrm  InwH  nf  Die  Iniiiiitii  mini). 

In  leuviii^  tliid  siiliject.  I  cannot  lii-l|i  H>igg<''^ting, 
at  tJie  hnEai-d  of  being  thought  whimtiical,  that  a 
literature  of  such  writingH  cis  thci^e.  ombodyin^  the 
romance  of  the  whole  rcvolutionun'  and  antc-rcvolu- 
Itoiiiiry  liistory  of  the  Unit«<l  Stuti»,  tnight  do  tmTte- 
/ftiM*/ to  per[RHnat<;  the  Union  it»eir..  Thf  influence 
of  a  rich  iit«ralnre  of  pardon  and  fancj  upon  society 
miutt  not  he  dunied  merely  because  you  cannot 
tneatiure  it  by  the  yard  or  delect  it  by  ihe  Imroincter. 
Poems  and  romances  which  shall  be  read  in  every 
parlor,  by  every  fireside,  in  every  school-house,  behind 
evt-ry  counter,  in  every  printiug-ofliec,  in  every  law- 
yer's office,  at  every  weekly  evening  club,  in  all  the 
Stutes  of  this  Confcderai;y,  must  do  sometliiug,  along 
with  more  pitlpable  if  not  mure  powerful  ageutii, 
towani  moiihling  and  fisiiig  that  final,  grand,  eom* 
plex  result, —  the  national  chiuncler.  A  keen,  well* 
instructiNl  judge  of  such  tilings  said,  if  ho  might  wrtt« 
the  bnllad^  of  a  people,  he  cared  little  who  made  its 
lawti.  Let  me  say,  if  a  hundred  men  of  genius  would 
extract  such  a  body  of  romantic  literature  from  our 
early  history  as  Scott  ha*  extracted  from  the  history 
of  England  and  Scotland,  and  as  Homer  extracted 
from  that  of  Grercc,  it  perhaps  wotdd  not  he  so 
ularniing  if  di-niiigogue:*  should  prtiuch,  or  governors 
praetUc,  or  executives  lolerate  nullification.  Such 
A  literature  would  be  a  common  property  of  all  the 
States,  —  a  treasure  of  common  anceHtnd  ii^collpc- 
tions,  — more  noble  and  richer  than  our  thou^taud 
milHon  acres  of  public  land;  and,  unlike  tliat  land, 
it  would  be  indivisible.     It  would  be  as  the  opeE 
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ing  ot  a  givKt  fbnQDua  for  tW  beafing  of  Uw 
patioot.  It  woald  tent  l»A  oar  thoi^fate  tnm  Awi 
recent  xad  orcnmted  dtvcnitias  of  inlcvest.  —  tbeas 
oootrovendee  abuat  urgro-dotli,  cotnowooUcd  »lirrp, 
u>d  coUuD  baggii^. —  to  tiw  (!itr  wbeii  our  fath«n 
irall:«d  luuHi  in  hMid  togrlhrr  tiirvtigh  the  v«ll«y  of 
tbe  Sboilow  of  DcUli  in  the  W«r  ui  ladep^wlvace. 
Retnintlni  nf  our  iatlters,  ire  slKtuM  renit-ml>er  tb«t 
«c  are  btetliren.  "Vhe  exclaaixvatsA  of  Suie  pride, 
tlie  naiTotr  selfishneos  of  a  tnerv  local  policy,  uid  the 
anuill  jealousies  of  Talgar  minds,  would  be  merged 
in  au  expanded,  comprebensive,  oonstitutiooal  eenti- 
tncni  of  old.  family,  fraternal  regard.  It  would  rv- 
asaemble,  as  it  were,  (be  people  of  America  in  one 
vast  congregation.  It  would  rehearse  in  their  bear- 
ing all  ibiogs  wliicli  Ood  had  done  for  tliem  in  tbe 
old  time ;  it  would  proclaim  tbe  law  once  more ;  and 
then  it  would  bid  them  join  in  that  grandesl  and 
most  BfTi-ctiog  solemnity,  —  a  national  aitthvm  of 
tliaiikKgiving  for  the  deliverancet  of  honor  for  tbe 
dead,  of  proud  preilictiuo  for  the  futuivl 

U  were  giKMl  fur  us  to  remi'mWr  that  nothing 
which  teiidit,  Iwwcver  distauUy,  however  impercepti- 
[lly,  lo  hold  tlii-si'  .Stnte«  tojjetber,  is  beneath  the 
lOtice  of  a  considerate  palriotiiuii.  It  wero  gixxl  to 
remember  that  some  of  th«  in«titutioD«  and  dovioea 
by  which  former  coufederapies  Imvc  been  prest-Tvcd, 
uur  circumstUMces  wholly  forbid  ua  to  employ.  The 
tribes  of  larucl  and  Judah  came  up  three  limes  a 
yciir  to  the  holy  and  beautiful  city  and  united  in 
prayer  and  praii^e  and  Huerittce.  in  listening  to  that 
Ibrilliiig  poetry,  in  swelling  that  matchless  soi^, 
which  celcbniied  the  triumphs  of  their  fatlicrs  by  the 
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Red  Sbu,  at  the  fords  of  Jordan,  and  on  the  high 
places  of  ihc  fiol<!  of  Bamk's  victoi-y.  But  we  li%v« 
ito  feAvt  of  tlie  I'asMovur,  or  of  the  TubcrnacleH.  or  of 
the  Commemoration.  Hh;  States  of  Gitcce  cn-L'tetl 
temples  of  iJie  gods  hv  a  common  coiitiibiitiou,  and 
worsliijiped  in  tlieni.  'I'hey  cone>iillrcl  the  suimi;  ora- 
cle ;  tJiey  ccIeWatod  the  i^nme  national  festival ;  min- 
gled their  deliberations  in  the  same  Amphictyonio 
and  Buhordinate  nssomhlies,  nnd  sat  together  upon 
the  same  benches  to  hear  their  glorious  history  read 
aloud,  in  the  pmi^e  of  tlerodoluH,  the  poetry  of 
Homer  vnd  of  Pindar.  We  hiivo  hutlt  no  national 
temph-H  but  (he  Capitol ;  wc  consult  no  L-onmioa 
oracio  hut  the  Constitution.  We  cau  tno«t  to)^ther 
to  celebrate  no  niitionnl  fi-stivnl.  But  the  thousand 
tongutw  of  till!  press — ck-uriT  far  thun  the  silver 
trumpet  of  the  jubilee  —  loudui-  than  the  voice  of 
the  herald  at  the  games  — miiy  s^mak  and  do  speak 
to  the  whole  people,  without  calling  lh«iii  from  their 
hom«!t  or  intetnipting  (hem  in  their  emphtynients. 
Happy  if  Ihcy  should  speak,  and  the  people  should 
bear,  thotte  things  which  pertain  at  least  to  their 
temporal  and  national  salvation!     J 

It  is  painful  to  i-L-llout  that  for  whomsoever  else  u 
reserved  this  great  aehiewmcnt  of  beginning  to 
create  our  mil ionul  rumautio  literature,  it  is  nut  for 
Sir  Walter  Scott.  He  died  at  hijt  residence  on  the 
22d  of  •Se]itenil)er,  and  sleeps  beneath  the  "  pillared 
arebea'"  of  Dryhurgh  Abbey.  In  the  introduction 
to  that  delightful  poem,  the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  he 
repveHentd  hiniAelf  as  taking  down  the  long  silent 
harp  of  the  North  from  "■•  the  wituli  elm  that  sliades 
St.  Fillau'u  Spring,"  aud  reverently  attempting  to 
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wake  it  agaiu  to  tin  echo  of  it^  eiirlier  and  nolil^r 
strains.  That  harp  whose  sway  so  many  thwlibiug 
hearts  have  owned,  is  hung  again  on  that  tree  for 
the  night  wind  to  breathe  on.  —  ■■  mouldering  and 
muffled  with  envious  ivy."  Even  now  we  may  fancy 
its  last  tones  falling  ou  the  ears  of  the  Minstrel's 
contemporaries  and  survivors. 


"  Receding  now  —  iti  Jying  number*  ring 
Fainler  ind  fiinrer  dnwn  tlie  ruggeO  liell ; 
And  now  the  iuoun(»in  lireeiei  wircely  bring 
A  wandering  wiU'b-note  of  the  distant  spell  i 
And  now  —  'li*  •Uenl  all  —  Enchanlreis,  tare  tliee  well!" 
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THE  COLONIAL  AGE  OF  NEW  ENGLAND: 

AH  ADDRESS  I>KLIVEHED  AT  THE  OKXTEHKIAL  CELP.BHATIOM 
or  TIIK  SKITI.KMCtlT  OV  TUK  TVW»   UV  llnfUnCH,  MAS*., 
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It  U  a  fact  which  a  native  of  ihin  old,  f«rtile,  and 
beautiful  town  may  learn  with  pleasure,  but  witlwut 
Hurprise,  that  it  was  uhvays  the  most  ftntile  or  among 
the  most  fertile  and  most  beautiful  portions  of  the 
coast  of  New  England.  John  Smith,  who  in  1614 
explored  that  coMt  from  Penobscot  to  Cape  Cod, 
adniirus  uud  praiM.-s  "  the  uiutiy  ri«itr.;  Iiillx  of  Agu- 
waiii,"  wliosu  tops  iiiid  <lt»(ui'iil«  iir«  gmwn  ovfr  with 
niniu-roMd  coru-Rc-ltls  and  deligliiful  grovi^it,  tha 
inland  to  the  east,  with  its  "  fair  high  woods  of  mul- 
berry trees,"  and  the  Kixuriant  growth  of  oaks, 
pines,  and  walnut*.  •'  which  make  the  place."  he 
says,  "ail  excellent  bubitution;"  while  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  in  December,  1020,  wluti  delibenitiinj  on  tlio 
choiee  of  0.  apot  for  their  settlement,  aonie  of  Ihera 
"  urged  greatly  to  Anguaii  or  .\iigoan.  a  place  twenty 
leoguos  off  to  the  northward,  which  they  heard  to 
be  un  excellent  harbor  for  shipa,  better  ground,  and 
beltvr  fisliing."  As  early  as  Janiiary,  1632,  the  first 
governor  of  Miutsacliusctts,  John  Wintlirop,  declared 
Agawam  to  be  "  the  bott  place  for  tillage  uitd  cattle 
(■»  (Ab  land;"  otbent  described  its  great  meadows. 
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musiic^,  iinil  plHin  ploughing  grounds ;  iiDd  thnt  thv 

gmsniniODt  uf  Oh^  itifunt  coluny,  M(i«t»vhu«L-llt>,  aC 

lie  tiin«  n-wilvitl  tlial  it  ^hoiiM  be  occii]ik-il  forlh- 

u'ith  liy  It  iMirt  of  gniri.-'itii,  in  i(iivnm-«  aii<)  in  nntici- 

palioo  of  in  mure  formal   and  niini«rom  »ettl«!inent. 

for  Oie  express  piiipose  of  keeping  so  choice  a  spot 

0111  tff  ttie  handei  of  tlte  French.     In  March,  16S3, 

accordingly,  there  was  sent  hither  a  cotnpuny  of 

tliinf>rii  men  to  ucquire  «ii<l  to  pix'sorvi-.,  mthiT  for 

the  fiitur«  Uiaii   the  prv»vnt   inwa  of  the  (\ilniiy,  aii 

mrtch  as  they  might  of  that  fair  variety  of  hill,  plain, 

w<«xl.  meadow.  marHli,  and  seashore,  whose  fame  had 

ajiTcad  so  widely.     The  leiuler  of  the  little  band  was 

John  Winthrop,   the   son   of   the   Guvcnior.     They 

arrivi^I    in   tliut   nionlh  —  ihi^  <In.>arie»t  of  the  New 

England  yojn-— on    tlm    banks   of  the   river  whieh 

vaj%heH  in  hia  sweet  and  clieerftil  conrse  the  foot  of 

the  hill  on  which  we  are  ajsembled.    They  pi-oceeded 

to  purchase  of  Masuononio,  the  Sagamon-  of  Agan'atn. 

by  a  deed  to  liim,  Winthrop.  a  i>ortion  of  the  t«rri- 

tory   whieh   composes    the    present    corpiirutiun    of 

Ipswich ;  and   there   nimuiued    without,    I    imagine, 

uy  considerable  addition  to  thi-ir  number,  without 

niiy  regularly  organised  chnrch,  or  utiiti^d  preaching, 

or  mnnioipa)  etiaraeter,  until   May,  \iH4.     At  that 

time   the    Rev.   'I'homas   Parker,    the   pupil   of    the 

learned  Archbishop  Usher  of  Dublin,  ami  about  one 

hundred  more,  men,  nonicn.  and  children,  uinie  over 

from  "  the    Kiiy  "  and   took    up   their  abode  on  the 

«j>ot  thus  made  ready  for  them.     In  August,  16B4, 

tlie  first  church  was  orgnnivA-d  ;  ami  on  this  day  two 

hundred  years  ago  the  town  was  incorporated.    With 

that  deep  filial  love  of  England  and  the  English, 
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which  neither  persecution,  nor  exile,  nor  (UHtuuoe, 
DOr  tlic  chuiee  of  uuutlicr  luiil  tk-Mn-r  liuiuu,  nor  th« 
voiit«iupItitioii  uf  tliu  ntpiflly  rcvt-dJug  and  proud 
(Ivtttinius  of  the  New  World,  ever  entirely  plucked 
from  tilt!  hcart-H  of  a\1  the  ColoniaU  down  to  the  ^ar 
of  ]iidepeiidi;nct-,  llic.v  took  the  name  of  Ipawich 
from  tJie  Ipuwic-h  of  the  cast  coast  of  England,  (he 
capilnl  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  birthpluou 
of  Cunlinul  Wolsey. 

And  thus  and  hy  thcKu  was  begun  tho  civil  and 
eecli'tiia«tical  I'etiihliKhineut  and  liislory  of  Ipswich. 
You  have  done  well  in  this  wny  to  ooiumemoratv  an 
event  of  60  much  interest  to  you.  It  is  well  thua 
filially,  thus  piously,  to  wipe  away  the  dust,  if  you 
may,  which  two  hundred  yeara  have  gathered  ujMin 
ibe  tombs  of  the  fathera.  It  is  well  that  you  have 
gatJiered  yourselves  together  on  this  height;  that  as 
you  stand  here  and  look  abroad  upon  ais  various  and 
inspiring  a  view  us  tlic  sun  ;<hincs  upon;  is  you 
see  Bclds  of  grain  bending  bt^furo  the  light  ^uiiinicr 
wind,  —  one  hurvost  jiwt  now  ready  for  the  eieklo, 
and  another  hikI  u  richer  preparing ;  a»  you  see  your 
own  lloi^ka  upon  the  ttips  and  d^Hcents  of  Uie  niauy 
riaing  hills;  luo wing-lands  shaven  by  the  scythe; 
the  slow  river  winding  between  still  ineadowa, 
ministering  in  his  way  to  the  processes  of  nature 
and  of  art,  —  losing  himself  at  last  under  your  eye 
in  the  sea,  as  life,  buey  or  guict,  glidce  into  immor- 
tality ;  aa  you  hear  peace  and  plenty  procluinnng 
with  a  thousand  viuccs  the  n-igu  of  freedotu,  hiw, 
order,  morality,  and  ix-ligion  ;  a.<  you  look  upon  thesu 
charities  of  Ood,  these  schools  of  useful  learning  and 
graceful  aoeomplislimeiit,  these  great  woiksliops  of 
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^r  yoar  aaao&rtiiRT*,  ta  wUcb  aic  sitnOMd  —  f«r- 
^1  focnird  cvrrr  dar  —  aeltenawnto  of  srt  aai  Mwsee 
IP  tD  whisfa  Uie  «bol«  gaua»  <^  tbe  anciMit  world  ftv- 
^_  asats  notUi^  e^nsi ;  at  jna  dwefl  on  all  tku  varioinw 
IH  tooclnag,  ta^MitBg  fictim  at  mioutim  of  •  basy, 
^^  ptWBpefnoa.  free.  hsppT*.  thnoe  and  fuor  tones  hippT, 
and  ble>««d  pe<ipte. — it  is  w«Il  that  elaatlhiB  ben 
Ton  ebould  look  faadnrrwdfi  as  well  as  around  jvtx 
furwanl.  —  tbat  too  Kboold  i-«Il  tn  taiad.  lo 
»boia  undtT  God  x-oa  owr  aD  the«e  liiingit;  irboae 
weaktiMM  hail  grown  into  this  stmiglh ;  whose  Mir> 
tows  bare  broagbl  tbt>  «xc««ding  gn^t  jar :  whcMe 
taan  sod  blond,  ai  ifarr  Mstter«d  th«  »eed  of  that 
tvid*  late,  nngenial,  and  nocertaxii  spring,  bav-e  f«p- 
tUizMl  this  itanuai  aod  toonl  barVMt  which  ts  rolled 
out  at  your  fe«t  as  one  nnbonnded  flood. 

The  more  particular  bistinj  of  Ipawich  fnini  lU 
mdlemcot  to  this  day.  and  of  the  towns  of  Hamiltun 
and  Ew^x,  —  shoot«  succrtieiTcly  from  Uie  parpiit 
slock,  —  ha«  Vn*n  written  «o  niiiiul<rly  and  with  siioh 
gfneral  accuracy,  by  n  li^anied  cli^rgyman  of  Ibis 
county,  that  I  may  be  «jiar<-d  the  repetition  of  dei.tits 
with  which  he  han  made  jou  familiar.  Tbts  occasion. 
too.  I  think.  prescHlies  topics  somewhat  more  ^nenil. 
That  long  line  of  learned  mUiistcn,  upri<;ht  miigi»- 
tTat4.'«,  and  %-aUunt  men  of  whom  we  are  justly  proud 
—  our  municipiil  falhere —  were  sontething  more  and 
other  tlian  t)i«  mete  foundertt  of  Ipttwich  ;  and  we 
ntnflt  remember  their  entire  character  and  all  their 
relations  to  their  own  times  and  to  ours,  or  we  cnnnot 
do  t)tent  adequate  honor.  It  is  a  boo^t  of  our  local 
annals  that  thity  do  not  flow  in  a  KVp(trat«  and  soli- 
tar}'  strcum,  but  blond  ihemMlvcs  wilb  that  broader 
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und  deeper  ourreat  of  events,  tbe  univeKal  aiite- 
revolutioiiary  hUtury  of  North  Ainerk-a.  It  is  the 
fuuiKlaUuQ  of  an  cnipia^,  und  Dot  merely  the  {iiiri^hase 
Aud  pluiilutioii  of  Agiiwari),  which  we  coiiimi.'iiiomte, 

—  wlntllmi-  we  will  or  not;  and  I  do  not  fear  that 
we  fihall  enlarge  our  con  lent  |diition!t  Um  &r,  or  ele- 
vate them  too  high,  for  the  service  to  which  we  have 
devoted  this  day. 

The  history  of  the  Culonieit  wfaieli  were  planted 
one  after  another  along  our  eouxt  in  the  svventvcuth 
century,  and  which  grew  up  in  thu  fulnesi^  of  time 
into  Uiiileen  and  at  last  into  twenty-four  States, 
from  thuir  re.'<pectlve  beginnings  to  the  war  of  Inde- 
pendence, iii  full  of  interest  and  instruction,  for  what- 
ever pnrpofle  or  in  whatever  way  you  choowe  to  read 
it.  Hut  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which,  if  you 
will  look  at  tile  events  which  furnished  the  matter 
of  that  colonial  history,  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  they  assume  a  character  of  peculiar  interest, 
and  entitle  tJiemselves  to  distinct  and  profound  con- 
eiclerntiun.  I  regnnl  those  event-t  altogether  as  form- 
ijjg  H  vast  and  various  wnes  of  iiifluenceK,  —  a  long, 
austere,  efVective  course  of  discipline  and  iiiNtruction, 

—  by  which  the  settlers  and  their  chilclreti  vtrvt 
slowly  and  painfully  trained  to  achieve  their  inde- 
pendence, to  form  their  constitutions  of  State  gov- 
enunents  and  of  federal  government,  and  to  act 
usL'fiilly  and  greatly  their  part  as  a  separate  political 
community  on  the  high  places  of  the  world. 

Tlic  Colonial  period,  ax  I  re^'iird  it,  was  UlB 
charmed,  eventful  infuney  and  youth  of  onr  nallonnl 
life.  The  revolutionary  and  eonatitntinnal  age,  from 
1775   to   1789,  was   the   beginning  of  its  manhood. 
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The  Declaration  of  Independence,  lh«  Aucceeding 
conduct  nf  the  war  of  Independt^iice,  the  establish- 
ment of  our  local  and  genenil  govornmcDtii,  and  tb« 
splendid  national  career  smm  run.  —  thnw  are  only 
elTecti!,  fruits,  outward  miiiiifcstalions!  Tlit  ncL-d 
wa«  Miwn,  tliu  Kiilti-nt  Hviiiy  !'|iriiig  of  gr^at  action 
sunk  deep  in  lltat  long,  remote,  le»A  brilliant,  leM 
regnnled  se»Ann, — tlie  heroic  age  of  America  that 
preceded.  The  Revolution  waa  the  meeting  of  the 
rivers  at  the  mountain.  Yon  may  look  there,  to  see 
Ilicm  rend  it  asunder,  tear  it  down  from  its  summit 
to  its  base,  and  pass  off  to  the  sea. 

but  the  Colonial  period  is  the  country  above, 
■where  the  rivers  were  created.  You  must  explore 
that  region  if  you  would  find  the  secret  fountains 
wIkto  they  be^nn  (Iwir  founte,  the  coiitribwtnrj' 
streams  by  which  tJiey  gri-w,  ihe  high  lands  eovered 
wilii  woods,  which,  atlmotitig  the  vapors  aa  they 
tloatod  about  Diem,  poured  down  rain  and  melted 
anow  to  swell  their  currents,  and  helped  onwHrd  th« 
momentum  by  which  they  broke  through  the  walls 
of  nature  and  shook  the  earth  itMelf  to  itK  oentiv  I 
One  of  our  most  accomplished  scholars  and  di:«tin- 
iiishvd  public  men  r^pcaki*  fwimcwhere  of  the  "Mir- 
ile  of  the  Revolution,"  I  would  say  mther  that 
the  Irw  miracle  was  the  character  of  the  pvopk  wlio 
madi  the  Revolution  ;  and  I  have  thought  that  tui 
attempt  to  unfold  some  of  the  great  traits  of  that 
cbaract«r.  and  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  the 
events  of  the  preceding  Colonial  Age  contributed  to 
form  and  impi-css  thor^e  traiu,  imperfect  as  it  must 
be,  would  be  cutii-ely  applicable  to  this  occasion. 
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Tlic  leaJii]^  fouttin-,  llieii.  in  tliv  ch»ruct«r  of  the 
Ami-riciin  puopk'  in  lln?  ane  of  lli*;  Rcvnliitioii  was 
what  Biirku  wilU-il  in  I'miImihuhI  ihoir  ■*  fit-reu  sjiiril 
of  liberty."  "  It  t»  stronger  in  titem,"  Mii<]  lie,  "Uiab 
in  any  other  people  on  tJie  eartli."  "  I  am  con- 
vinced," haiil  our  yoiittifiil  and  glorious  Warren,  -^ 
in  a  letter  to  Quincy,  little  mure  than  six  montlis 
before  he  fell  on  the  heights  of  CliarIe*towu.  —  "  I  am 
convinced  that  the  true  xpirit  of  lil>erty  was  nvver  so 
uuivDrKttlly  diffused  tliruugli  oil  ranks  ami  orders  of 
men  on  tlio  fai-c  of  Uie  eartli,  as  it  now  is  throiit^h  all 
Nortli  Atneriia.  It  ii*  thi-  united  vuiec  of  Ainerii'jt 
to  pi-cserve  their  freedom  or  lose  tlieir  live*  in 
defence  of  it."  Whoever  overlook.^  whoever  uii- 
derestiniatcs  this  trait  in  the  character  of  that  gen- 
eration of  our  fatherii,  —  whoever  htut  not  carefully 
followed  it  upwarda  to  its  remote  and  deep  spring*, 
may  wonder  at,  but  never  can  compreiiend,  th« 
"Miracle  of  the  Kevolution."  Whence,  then,  did 
they  derive  it?  Let  us  rcfuni  to  the  historj' of  the 
Colonists  before  they  came,  and  after  they  came,  for 
the  an»n-er:  and  for  distitictncEB  and  brevity  let  us 
confine  ourselves  to  the  STorthcru  Colonists,  our  im- 
mediate ancestors. 

The  people  of  New  England,  at  the  bc|^nning  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  lu  desciihe  Ihem  in  a  word, 
were  the  Purilitn;*  of  Old  Kii|;laiid  as  they  existed  in 
that  country  in  tlie  fii-st  half  of  the  seventccntlj  cen- 
tury; but  changed  —  .lomewhat  improved,  let  me 
say  —  by  the  various  influences  which  acted  upon 
them  here  for  a  hundred  and  lifty  years  after  they 
came  over. 

The  original  stock  woa  tlie  Puritan  character  of 
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the  age  of  Elitabeth.  of  James  I.,  nnd  of  Charlvs  I. 
It  vnu  traiiBpl anted  to  anullier  soil ;  aiiotliGr  sun 
dione  on  it :  uDkt  vrimln  fniitu-il  Ui<l  eliouk  it ;  tliv 
BBBBODK  of  BDutlior  luMven  for  «  century  and  u  half 
circleil  round  it;  ami  llMire  it  «too<l  at  Ifi)i;tli,  tlit 
jmnt  prtMluvt  of  tlK>  oit\  und  llie  m-w,  (iecii-nxittil, 
beiilllifiil,  )t«  trunk  inaA»ve,  coniiinct,  and  of  rough 
snd  giiiu-led  exterior,  but  beariug  to  tbe  sky  the 
glon-  of  ll«?  woocL 

Turn  first  now.  for  a  moment,  to  tbe  Old  English 
Puritans,  the  fathers  of  our  fiither».  of  whom  came, 
wbom  were,  planters  of  ((wwieb.  of  Massacbu- 
of  New  England,  —  of  vrliom  came,  of  wham 
were,  our  own  Ward,  Piirker.  and  SHltonxtulL  and 
Wise,  Norton,  nnd  Rogers,  and  Ajipleton,  and  Cob- 
bet,  ami  Winthrop,  —  and  see  wbetlier  they  were 
likely  to  he  the  founders  of  a  race  of  freemen  or 
slaves.  R4.'memhcr,  then,  the  true,  uohli-i^t,  the  least 
question^rd,  least  questionithle,  pfaisv  of  thrtw  men 
Uthts:  tlutt  fur  A  htitidred  yeant  ihfiy  wt-rv  tlu- sole 
(Icpoei  lories  of  llie  sacml  fin-  of  liberty  in  England, 
after  tt  had  gone  out  iu  evt-ry  other  lK)«um,  —  that 
they  Mived  at  ilA  lattt  ga^p  Uie  English  noiistitutiou, 
which  the  Tudors  and  the  tirst  two  Stuartt)  wero  nip- 
idly  ctianging  into  jnst  ftuch  a  glooiuy  desfiotiHm  aii 
Utey  saw  in  Franee  and  Spain,  and  wrought  into  it 
every  [Kirtiele  of  freedom  which  it  now  jraseesses, — 
tliat  when  tliL'V  first  took  tlieir  seats  iu  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  tbe  i-arly  part  of  the  reign  of  E)iza- 
belli,  tb'-y  found  it  the  <;riiij,'iiig  nnd  rejidy  tool  of 
the  tlirone,  and  that  tiiey  ^animated  it,  rcinodfllwl 
it,  rea**erted  its  privilege:*,  restored  it  to  itti  eonslitu* 
tional  rank,  drew  ba(;k  to  it  tJie  old  power  of  making 
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laws,  redrett^ing  wniiigs,  aiiit  imposing  taxcu,  and 
thus  again  rebuilt  nml  o)ietii*il  wimt  »ii  Knt^liKlimnii 
called  "the  cliosen  lein[»te  of  lUjt;rtjv'  an  English 
Hotute  of  Cominons,  —  that  they  ahri<l)^d  tho  tre- 
mendous power  of  the  cvomi  and  defined  it,  —  and 
when  at  last  Charles  Stuart  resorted  to  arms  to  re- 
store the  despotism  they  had  partially  overthrown, 
that  tliey  met  him  on  a  hundred  fields  of  battle,  and 
buried,  after  a  sharp  and  long  struggle,  crown  and 
mitre  and  the  hfadlcss  trunk  of  the  king  himself 
beneulli  tlie  foundations  of  a  civil  and  religious  oom- 
nionwt'»Hli.  Tliis  praise  all  the  histunuus  of  Eng- 
land —  Wliig  and  Tory,  Protestant  and  CatlioUc. 
Himie,  Hallam,  l.ingard,  and  all — award  to  the 
Puritans,  lly  what  cuuses  lliirt  .■'pirit  of  liticrly  had 
b««n  brcuthcd  into  the  maiiculiiie,  enthusinslie.  aus- 
tere, resolute  oliaracter  of  tliin  extraordinary  body  of 
men,  in  such  intouMty  as  to  mark  them  off  from  all 
the  rest  of  tbe  people  of  England,  1  cannot  here  and 
now  partieuliirly  uonsiiler.  It  is  a  thrilling  and 
awful  hislory  of  the  Piirilans  in  England,  from  their 
first  enn^rging  above  the  gt-neral  level  t-f  I'roti-stants, 
in  Uie  time  of  Henry  VIM.  and  Edward  V I.,  until 
tlicy  were  driven  by  hundreds  and  tliouftands  to 
these  shores;  but  I  must  pass  it  over.  It  was  just 
when  the  nobler  and  grander  traits  —  the  enlhusiasm 
aad  piety  and  haidibood  and  energy  —  of  I'mitanism 
had  attained  the  highest  point  of  exaltation  to  which, 
in  England,  it  ever  mounted  up,  and  the  love  of  lib- 
erty bad  grown  to  be  tike  great  master-pai^^^ion  that 
fii-ed  and  guided  all  the  rest,  —  it  was  just  then  that 
our  portion  of  its  disciples,  filled  with  the  undilulod 
spirit,  glowing  with  the  intenseat  fervors  of  Pmtcs- 
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tantmm  and  republicaoistu  toother,  catD«  hith<-r,  and 
iu  titat  eleval«d  and  h6\y  am)  resolved  frame  bpgan 
to  build  the  civil  and  rvllgious  etructurea  which  you 
see  around  you. 

Trace,  now,  tJieir  atory  a  little  {nrtber  onward 
through  tile  ColuiituI  [icriod  to  tlio  ^N'ar  of  Inde- 
pcndeuc-v,  to  n4lniin>  witli  lue  ttiv  pruvideutiul  nr- 
nmgemcnt  of  circunistauL-v»  W  which  tlmt  spirit  of 
libcrly.  whit-h  broiiglit  thfiii  IiiIIkt,  wiw  slri'iigthvncd 
and  n-inforci-)!,  until  at  li-nj^tli.  iiiKtrtict4.*()  by  wiiiiloin, 
t4,-mpt;red  by  virlu«,  and  iiiflu«nced  by  injuriv«,  hj 
anger  and  grief  and  »>nAcioua  worth  and  Mil-  Kcnsu  of 
vioUted  riyht,  it  hurst  forth  bera  and  wr^night  tbe 
wondera  of  the  Revolution.  1  have  thought  that  if 
one  had  the  powi>r  to  plape  a  yotithful  and  forming 
people,  like  tbe  northern  coloniBl^i,  in  whom  the  love 
of  frfiedom  was  already  vehement  and  healthful,  in 
a  siiu.ition  the  most  propitiouH  for  the  gmwth  and 
perfection  of  that  sacrtd  ftentinient,  he  c«nil<!  hardly 
i«lect  a  fairer  (iirld  for  (to  interesting  an  i-xperim^*nt 
than  the  actual  condition  of  our  fallier»  for  the  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yeare  after  tJieir  arrival,  to  tin;  War  of 
the  Revolution. 

Tliey  had  freedom  enough  to  teach  them  it*  value, 
and  to  refresh  and  elevate  their  spirits,  wearied,  not 
diMpondunt.  from  the  contentions  and  trials  of  Eng- 
land. Tlicy  were  just  so  &r  short  of  perfect  free- 
dom, that,  inHlead  of  repoiiing  for  a  moment  in  the 
mviu  fruition  of  what  thi-y  had,  they  were  kept  em- 
ulous and  eager  for  more,  looking  all  the  while  up 
and  aspiring  to  rise  to  a  loftier  height,  to  hreatho  a 
purer  air,  and  bask  in  a  brighter  beam.  Compared 
with  the  condition  of  England  down  to  1688,  —  <M)m- 
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pnreil  with  tJiut  of  t)i«  Ini^r  {lart  of  tlie  continent 
of  Ein'Opc  ilowii  to  our  Revolution, —  theirs  waa  a 
{irivileged  anil  libeiul  condition.  Th«  necessaries  of 
freeduni.  if  I  may  say  so,  —  its  plaiiiCT  foot!  and 
homelier  garments  and  humbler  habitutiou«, — were 
theirs.  Its  luxuries  and  refinemeuts,  its  festivals,  its 
lettered  nud  social  glory,  its  loftier  jwrt  and  ^»ixmder 
look  and  richer  graces,  were  tliu  gmwlh  of  a  later 
diiyi  these  came  in  with  indepcndeuc-e.  llt-rc  woe 
liberty  vnuiigli  to  make  iht- la  love  it  fur  itself,  and 
to  fill  them  with  those  lofty  and  kindred  senlimciits 
whieh  are  at  oueu  it«  fruit  and  its  iiutrimviit  aud 
sufeguard  in  tlw  suul  of  man.  But  their  liberty  was 
still  ineuiiiplctc,  and  it  was  coiMtautlj*  in  dangt^r  from 
Etiglund  :  and  these  two  eir«umstances  litid  a  power- 
ful I'flVet  in  increasing  that  low  andcunliniitng  l)ios« 
sentiments.  It  woe  •  condition  precisely  uduptcd  to 
keep  liberty.  US  a  subject  of  (hi>n<;ht  iinil  feeling  and 
desire,  every  moment  in  n)ind.  Evt^ry  muuient 
they  wore  comparing  what  they  had  pussvssod 
with  whiit  they  wanted  aud  had  a  right  to ;  ihey 
calculated  by  the  rule  of  three,  if  a  fitictiunnl  part 
of  freedom  came  to  %o  much,  what  would  express 
th«  power  and  value  of  the  whole  number!  ThB>- 
were  restive  and  impatient  and  ill  at  eatte;  a 
galling  wakefuliiesi)  poHRectned  their  faculties  like  n 
spell.  Had  ihey  been  wholly  slaves,  tiiey  had  lain 
still  and  slept,  ll.id  they  been  wholly  fre«,  that 
eager  hope,  that  fond  desire,  that  liingiug  art«r 
a  great,  distant,  yet  practicable  good,  would  have 
given  way  to  the  placidity  and  luxury  and  carelet<s- 
iiess  of  complete  enjoyment;  and  that  energy  and 
wholesome  agitation  of  mind  would  have  gone  down 
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like  ui  eM>-ti<lr.  As  it  wms,  tbe  whulo  vast  tiodr  of 
wmtet*  til  ovrr  it«  surface,  down  to  its  sudI^sa.  ut- 
ao»l  dv|ith».  wa»  iMfsivttl  Mud  sholien  and  purified  by 
I  Dpirit  tiwt  tiiDvirtl  a)>ovc  it  uid  through  iu  uid  gk^*? 
it  no  re»t,  though  the  moon  waned  uhI  the  winds 
were  in  ihi-ir  wivis;  tht-y  wore  likt-  the  disciples  of 
the  old  and  liiit<T  philosophy  of  Paganism,  who  liad 
been  initialed  into  one  ^tm^K  of  tlie  grrater  mysteries, 
and  who  had  ooin«  to  the  door,  chw^sl,  «nd  wntlen 
over  with  strange  oharacteni,  whicii  led  up  lo  an- 
other. They  Itad  tasted  of  trutli.  and  th«-y  burned 
Cor  a  roller  draught:  .a  partial  revelation  of  that 
which  shall  lie  hereafter  had  dawned ;  and  llteir 
bearts  throbbed  eager,  yet  not  without  appFehension, 
to  look  upon  ihe  ghiries  of  the  [wrfeot  day.  8orae 
of  the  mysti-ry  of  Ood.  of  Xiiture.  of  Man.  of  tlie 
Univcnte,  had  been  unfolded  ;  might  they,  hy  prayer, 
by  abgtinenoe.  by  virtue,  by  retirement,  by  contem- 
plation, entitle  therascivea  lo  read  another  page  in 
tbe  clapped  and  awful  volume? 

Sftaring  and  inadeijuate  as  their  aupply  of  lihorty 
was,  it  was  all  the  while  in  danger  from  the  Crown 
and  Parliament  of  England,  and  the  whole  niite- 
revolutionary  period  waa  one  unintermiMed  struggle 
to  preserve  it.  and  to  wrest  it  away.  You  sometimes 
bear  the  Stamp  Act  spoken  of  as  the  first  invasion  of 
the  rights  of  the  colonist*  by  the  mollier  country. 
In  Initli,  it  was  about  tlio  lust ;  the  most  (lagrant, 
pfrhups,  tlic  most  dr«-adful  and  startling  lo  an  Kng- 
lishman's  tdi>a  of  liberty,  but  not  thv  firat,  • — no,  by 
a  hiiiidriHl  and  fifly  years  not  the  fii-st.  From  the 
day  thai  the  Pilgrims  vn  boiird  The  Mnyilower  at 
Plymouth,  before  tliuy  landed,  drew  up  that  simplo. 
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liut  pragnant  and  compi-ehcnsivt!,  form  of  dcmoenivjrt 
and  flubscrilji'd  tlivir  rianiuH,  iukI  cttini;  <ml  a  colon; 
of  republicntis,  to  ihv  buttle  of  Lixiiigton,  tlioro 
were  not  tell  yean  ttigctlit-r,  —  I  hardly  exempt  the 
Prolcetorato  of  Cromwdl,— in  which  some  light  — 
soini-  greul  nixl  sncn-d  right. »:«  thecolntiist^  regiirded 
it —  wa.4  not  a»!;nileil  or  mnmiced  Ity  the  goveniment 
of  England,  in  one  form  or  another.  From  the  first, 
the  mother  country  oouiplaiiied  tliat  we  had  brought 
from  England,  or  had  foiind  lipre,  too  vmch  liherty,  — 
liberty  inconsistent  with  prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
inconsistent  with  suprcniiicy  of  Parliament,  incon- 
Histcnt  with  the  immcmoriiil  rclalions  of  all  colonies 
to  th«  eonnlry  they  sprang  from,  — nud  she  set  her- 
Be!f  to  abridge  it,  \W  answered  with  great  submis- 
sion that  WK  did  nut  honestly  think  that  we  had 
brought  or  hud  found  much  more  than  half  liberty 
enough;  and  we  braced  oui-selvcs  to  keep  wlmt  we 
had,  and  obtain  more  whi^n  we  could;  —  and  »o, 
with  one  kind  of  weapon  or  another,  on  one  field 
nr  another,  on  one  class  of  ([iiestions  or  another,  a 
Htrnggle  was  kept  np  from  the  landing  at  Plymouth 
to  the  surrender  at  Vorktown.  It  was  nil  one  single 
struggle  from  beginning  to  end ;  the  parties,  the  ob- 
jfct»,  the  principles,  are  the  name  ;  —  one  sharp,  long, 
glorious,  trinmphant  stnij^ly  for  liljcrty.  The  topics, 
the  ht-ads  of  dit^pute,  various  from  reign  to  reign; 
but.  though  the  subjects  were  various,  the  question 
was  one,  —  sliall  the  colonista  be  free,  or  shall  they  be 
slaves  ? 

And  tJiat  question  was  pronnnnoed  by  everj-hody, 
undenitood  by  everybody,  debated  by  everj-body,  — 
in  the  colonial  assembliea ;  by  the  clergy  on  tjie  days 
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of    thankttgiving;,  nn   fAst-dnyii,  and   quarterly  fast- 
ajs  i  and  hy  tlie  agento  of  tho  coloiiinA  in  England ; 

^pnd  at  lasL  and  more  and  more,  througli  the  press. 
I  aay  nothing  here  of  the  effect  of  such  a  contro- 
versy BO  long  continued,  in  eharpeiiing  the  faculties 
of  the  colonists,  iti  ranking  ihcm  aL-ntc,  prompt,  in- 
genious, full  of  rcsouree,  fiimiliur  with  thi;  groundx 
of  tlicir  libcrtitri,  th<^'ir  history,  it.- volutions  extent, 
RUtuiv,  and  thu  hext  iiiuthodfi  uf  dvfcudint;  thi-ni 
Ai^giiincnliitively.  TUfw.  wure  imporl^nl  ufftcti* ;  hut 
I  »ther  choo^  to  a.sk  you  to  consider  how  the  htm  of 
liberty  vmild  be  tiifhimed  ;  how  ardent,  jealous,  in-e- 
diatihle  it  would  U-  made;  with  what  new  and  what 
exagg«i'ate<l  value  even,  it  would  learn  to  iuTent  its 
;>hject,  hy  being  tliuit  obliged  to  struggle  nn  uni-<-a»- 
igly  to  preserve  it  i  and  hy  coming  so  many  times 
BO  near  to  lose  It:  uud  by  being  thus  obliged  to  boar 
it  away  like  another  Pitlludium,  at  the  btiKurd  of 
liliiidncsis  from  the  tlumeti  of  ilN  (eniplu  whirh  would 
btire  consumed  it,  —  acroM  eeos  gnping  wide  to 
Kwaliow  it  itji, —  through  Kerried  ranka  of  armed 
iacn"who  luid  marked  it  for  a  prey. 

There  wan  one  time  during  tJiis  long  contest  when 
it  might  have  seemed  to  any  race  of  men  less  resolved 

^.than  our  fathers,  that  liberty  tiad  at  l!U<t  retun)ed 
am  earth  to  the  heavens  from  which  she  descended. 
A  few  years  before  1688 — the  year  of  the  glorious 
revolution  in  England  —  the  ISrilish  king  succeeded, 
after  a  struggle  of  more  than  half  a  cetitury,  in 
wresting  from  .Miissachu^ett-s  her  iirst  rharler.  From 
tliat  time,  or  nither  from  December,  lt>H'>,  to  April, 
168!),  the  government  of  all  New  England  wat  an 
UMdii<giii^d  and  intolerable  dei^potifini.    A  governor, 
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Sir  Ediuuud  AndroH,  —  not  choHen  by  tJie  people  aa 
every  foiiuer  governor  Iiad  been,  but  apj)oiiited  by 
Jhuics  n.t  —  wortby  to  serve  such  a  inui>tcr,  —  and  a 
few  muiiibcra,  lesa  thau  the  majui-ity,  of  tlie  council, 
also  uppoinU'd  by  tbe  kin);,  and  very  fit  to  sdvise 
»ucli  a  governor,  gnispcil  and  held  tbe  wliolv  uivil 
power.  And  llii^y  cxcreised  it  in  tliv  very  spirit  of 
the  worxt  of  tlie  Stuarts.  Tlie  oM,  known  body  o£^ 
colonial  law^i  and  eutttomn  wliich  had  been  adoptedi 
by  tlift  people,  wan  silently  and  totally  almlicthed. 
New  lawa  wei-e  made  ;  taxes  aase»aed ;  an  administra- 
tion all  new  and  all  vexatious  was  intn)duced.  not  by 
the  people  in  genera!  court,  but  by  the  governor  and 
a  small,  low  faction  of  his  council,  in  whose  electioa 
they  had  no  vote ;  over  whose  proceedings  they  had 
no  control ;  to  whom  their  rights  and  interests  and 
lives  were  all  as  nothing  compared  with  the  lightest 
wish  of  the  Papist  and  tymnt  Jaiuci;  whom  they 
Hurvod.  A  majority  of  the  council,  although  np* 
point4.-d  by  lh«  king,  wore  yet  true  hearts  of  New 
England  in  their  bofoniK,  and  resided  with  alt  their 
might  the  tyranny  whiuh  the  government  was  rive^ 
ing  uimn  her.  One  of  these,  Major  Samuel  Appleton, 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Ipswich,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
earUest  settlers  of  tlio  town,  the  ancestor  of  a  long 
line  of  leurucd,  energetic,  and  most  respectable 
descendants.  lie  had  llic  high  honor  to  be  arrested 
in  October,  1699,  by  Andros  and  liis  faction  in  tho 
council,  a»  being  a  factious  member  of  the  board  and 
disaffected  to  the  government,  and  wiw  obliged  to 
give  bonds  iit  the  Hum  of  XIOOO  to  be  of  good  po* 
lilical  bcha^'ior.  But  the  elTorta  of  thia  gentle- 
mail,  and  of  such  aa  he  in  the  council,  could  avail 
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iHilhitig;  nud  Utu  arbitrary  tyrntin^T  of  the  creat- 
are»  of  Uii-  f^luarta  l>e«un6  Uie  only  guvi>niin«iit  of 
Massac  hus^LW. 

In  tbU  tlic  darkest  day  that  New  Kti^bind  ever 
saw.  it  is  grateful  io  pniue  and  commemorate  an  act 
of  this  town  of  Ipdwicb  which  dLt*rve»,  I  think,  au 
booorable  plaae  in  the  uni%'ersal  history  of  liberty. 
Sir  Edmund  Aodros  and  his  faction  luul.  without  tlie 
intention  of  tho  oolonial  legislature,  or  any  rcpn-- 
epnlalav4^«  of  tlie  pcojile,  made  a  decree  imposing  a 
Stale  lax  oii  the  people,  against  that  fundamental 
priiioiple  of  liberty,  that  the  people  alone  can  tax 
tbeiiiAelves.  They  bad  assessed  in  several  towns 
quotas  of  it,  and  had  commanded  them  to  choose 
each  a  commisfiioner,  who,  with  the  boards  of  the 
seleelroen,  should  assess  the  quota  of  tlie  town  on  its 
inhabitants  and  estateM  respcctiTcly.  A  meeting  of 
the  inbabil;«n1«  of  l)>i(wii'h  wii»  waniPil  U\  lie  hohlea 
on  (hf  'iWd  j\iiijii''(,  I'Jfii,  to  fboose  a  commii^iioner  U> 
aid  the  soloctmen  in  ai«fi'!«ing  ihe  lax.  The  evening 
before  the  meeting  the  Kev.  John  Wiite,  thi^  minister 
of  the  pariah  now  Essex,  a  learned,  able,  resolute,  and 
honest  man.  —  worthy  to  preach  to  the  children  of 
Puritans. —  RoWrt  KinsniHU,  Williitm  Ooodhue,  Jr.. 
and  several  other  prinvipul  inhabilants  of  Ipswich. 
held  «  preparatory  canons  at  Ihe  houm  of  John 
Appleton,  bmiher  of  .Major  Sanin*-!  Appleton,  which 
KtoiHl,  or  standi,  on  the  road  to  Topstield,  and  Uiere 
•■•■  dtsooumed,  and  concluded  that  it  was  not  the  town's 
duty  any  teai/  to  assist  that  til  mrthod  of  raising 
money  without  a  gencnti  a)<sembly."  Tlit-  next  day 
they  attended  t)io  town- meeting,  and  Mr.  Wise  niadea 
Bpeeeli,  enforcing  this  opinion  of  his  friends,  and  said. 
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\Vi'v  have  a  good  God,  and  a  good  king,  itnd  (iliKuld 
BO  WfU  to  stand  on  our  privilugiw."  And  by  tht-ir 
privilfgi's  tliey  coiicludt-d  to  ittuiid.  I  cuiimit  read 
the  Mniple,  msinly,  and  noble  vote  of  Ipswicli  on  that 
day  without  a  thrill  of  pride. — that  then,  wht-n  the 
hearts  of  the  pious  and  brave  children  in  Massaclm- 
»elt«  sBomcd  tilniost  sunk  »-ithin  thuni, —  our  ctuirtvr 
gono,  Janios  Stuart  the  Second  on  tho  throne,  (I 
siiiipect  it  was  irony  or  polity  of  Mr.  Wistt  to  call 
him  a  good  king) — ju«t  when  the  long-oin'rlsJied, 
long-dreaded  design  nf  the  Kngll-<}i  Crown  to  reduce ' 
the  colonies  into  immediate  dependence  on  itself,  and 
to  give  them,  unconcealed,  slavery  for  substantial  free- 
dom, seemed  about  to  be  cunsumtnalcd,  —  that  we 
here  and  then,  witli  full  knowledge  of  the  power  aud 
tcn]])cr  of  Andros  and  his  council,  dorod  to  assert 
and  to  s]iread  out  upon  our  humble  record  the  greu 
prini-ipit;  of  En<;lish  liberty  and  of  the  American 
Kevolulioii.  The  n-cortl  declares  *Mhnt  considering 
the  »«»id  net"  (referring  1o  the  order  of  the  governor 
and  council  imposing  the  tax)  "doth  infringe  their 
liberty  tu  frte-bom  Knglith  »uhject»  of  Hift  Majesty, 
and  by  interfering  with  the  statute  laws  of  the  land 
by  wliich  it  was  enacted  that  no  taxes  should  be 
levied  upon  the  >Hd)jecl»  wilh'iut  the  eonient  of  on 
artrmhlfi  chosen  Ay  the  free  mm  fur  at»f»itititf  thr. 
taoiif,  —  they  do,  therefore,  vote  that  they  are  not 
willing  to  choose  a  commissioner  for  such  an  end 
without  such  a  privilege  :  —  and  they,  moreover,  con- 
wint  not  that  the  seleetnion  do  proceed  to  levy  any 
such  rate,  until  it  he  apjHtinted  by  a  general  assetubly, 
concniTing  with  the  Governor  and  Council." 

For  the  share  they  had  taken  in  the  proceedings 
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"f  tiut  nicmontile  <lay.   Mr.  Wise  awl   five  nt>icr«, 

{■nibably  lIimm:  who  met   with  liini,  ami  Mr.  Appleton 

iiilwelf,  were  arrestc'cl.  by  order  of  the  (lovcruor.  hs 

tcT  ■  (Mintetnpt  and  tuisdemeHiior,  and  curried  beyotid 

tlie  limits  of  the  couiitTt  imprisonod  iti  jail  at  Boston, 

duiied  tJte  n~rit  uf  haltias  corpus,  tried  liy  a  [>ai.'ki.-<l 

i  JB7— ptiaciEMdl}'  ntnuigrrs  niid  foreit^ierv,  I  rejoiw 

ta  read  —  and   a   iiiihiiM^rviitnt  court,   and   of   coui«e 

fouD<I   guilty.      They  were   all   fined   more   or   less 

bearily,  boin  £15  to  ^50,  compelled  to  enter  into 

bonds  of  fi^oiu  X.100  to  XlOOOeaoh  to  keep  the  |>enc-i), 

aad  Mr.   Wise  was  suspended  from  the  miniitlfrial 

fanction.  and  the  others  <tis(iunltfie(i  to  bt-ar  riOlee. 

The  wholf  cxjH'nw!  of  timi*  and  nioin-y  to  which 

the)*  wcru  SHhjrcU*il  wa.*fislimali-d  to  exceed  X4t>0, — 

•  snm  cijiiivalent  to  perhapiit  $6000  of  our  money, — 

enough  lo  Imild  the  Ipswich  part  of  Warner's  Bridge 

inort!  tliau  three  times  over ;  which  thf  town  shortly 

after  nobly  and  jtR)t]y,  yot  gratuitously,  rufiindeil  to 

the  snfferent. 

'—^      Tbe&c  meiu,  says  Pitkiti,  who  ia  not  remarkable  for 

H  ODtbuKiiwiH,  may  justly  claim   a  distingiiUhed  rank 

^^^pD}T  ihtt  patriots  of  America.     Vuu,  their  towns* 

^^mn  —  iheir  children  —  may  well  bt-  proud  of  them  ; 

prowler  still,  but  monr  gralcful  than   pmud,  that  a 

full  town-meeting  of  llm  freemen  nf  Ipstvitb  adopted 

^unanimously  that  declaration  of  right,  and  refused  to 

Hcollvot  or  (>ay  the  tax  whieh  would   have  made  them 

lBlavi.-s.     The  principle  of  that  vote  was  precisely  the 

W  same  on  which   Hami-len  resisted  an  imposition  of 

K  Cluu-leH  I.,  and  on  wlnc-h  Sniuuol  Aihiins  ami  lliineoek 

H  and  Warren  n'si!'t«;<i  the  Stamp  .-Vot,  —  the  printiiple 

W  that  if  any  {xiwer  but  the  people  can  tax  the  people, 

there  i»  au  end  of  liberty. 
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The  later  and  more  nhowy  Rpeptacles  anfl  brighter 
glories  and  visible  retiults  of  the  age  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Iiave  elsewhere  east  into  the  shade  and  almottt 
covered  with  oblivion  the  actors  on  that  interusting 
day,  and  the  act  itself,  —  its  hazards,  its  intrepidity, 
its  merits,  ita  singularity  and  consequcnufs.  But 
you  will  rememljer  them,  and  teach  them  to  your 
children.  The  graves  of  thoiw  pliiin,  veiioruble,  and 
sturdy  men  of  the  old,  old  lime,  who  thus  »ct  their 
lives  on  the  huzurti  of  a  die  for  the  pfrishini;  lilx-rties 
of  MaMachusftt* ;  the  silw  of  tht*  housf  where  they 
assembled  —  tlicy,  the  father*  of  the  l^iwu  —  the  day 
before  the  meeting,  to  comtidur  what  Bdvice  tliey 
should  give  t«  their  chthlrfii  in  that  great  crisis,  to 
full  of  rt'sponsibility  and  danger  ;  the  spot  on  which 
that  building  .»t«rMl  where  th«  meeting  wiis  huldea 
and  the  declaration  recorded,  —  these  are  nmong 
you  yet;  your  honor,  your  treasure,  the  memorlnU 
and  incentives  of  virtue  and  pntiTotism  and  eourngc, 
which  feared  God  and  knew  no  other  fear  I  Go 
sometimes  to  those  graves,  and  give  an  hour  of  the 
summer  evening  to  the  hrave  ami  pious  dead.  Go 
there,  and  thank  God  for  pouring  out  upon  them  the 
spirit  of  liberty,  and  humbly  ask  Him  to  transmit  it, 
as  it  breathed  in  them,  their  ehildivn,  and  their  cliil- 
dron's  children,  to  the  tliuusiindth  generation  1 

I  have  Miiid  part  of  what  I  intended  of  one  trait 
in  the  ehariuMer  of  our  fathers  of  the  revolutio?iary 
age, —  their  spirit  of  liberty.  But  something  more 
than  the  love  of  liberty  is  needful  to  fit  ii  people  for 
the  enjojnnent  of  it.  Other  men,  other  nations,  have 
loved  liberty  as  well  as  our  fathers.  'I1ie  sentiment 
i;^   innate,   and   it   Is  indestructible,   and    immortal. 
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H    Yet  of  tli«  wic)e-8pM?a()  ftkinilivs  of  th«  varth,  ui   lb« 

H    long   proccseiion   (ft    the   gfii^ntti'iiiK,  tliikt  strvtvhfs 

^t    backward  to  th«  birth  of  tli«  world,  tiow  fvw  }itive 

H     been  fre«  at  al! ;  liow  few  have  been  long  froc ;  how 

H     imperfect  was  their  liberty  while  they  po»»e!<««d  iC ; 

how  speedily  it  Bitted  away  ;  how  hard  to  woo  it  to 

return!     In  all  Aula  mid  Africa — coutiDeiilii  wlinse 

H    poptUntion  U  more  than  four  Kevt'Uthg  of  the  hutnaa 

race  on  eurlh,  wlioso  liistory  Itcgiu*  ages  ItcforLi  a  ray 

of  the  origtiial  «ivtlizatioii  of  llii;  Eaitt  hud  ri-m-hiil 

I    to  Europe — there  was  never  a  free  nation.    And 
bow  ha«  it  Wen  in  Knrope,  tliat  proud  seal  of  power, 
tut,  civilixation,  enterpriM-,  and  tiiind?    Alas  for  the 
deeliny  of  social  man !    Here  and  there  ill  ancient 
and  in  later  tinicn,  in  Oreitco,  in  Hotin-,  in  Veiiiue,  in 
Fraiiue,  men  have  eiiUt-d  on  tho  (ioddtss  of  Libtrty 
in  a  pai«»ion8te  and  i)|;norant  idoliilry  ;  they  hare  em- 
bodied her  aiigelinul  brightness  and  iimlondcd  seri-n- 
^_     ity  in  marble  ;  they  have  perforini;d  d;i7,7.1ing  actions, 
^f    they  have  committed  great  crimes  in  her  name  ;  they 
have  built  fur  her  the  altars  where  she  best  luves  to 
be  wonthippt-d,  —  republican  forms  of  government; 
they  have   found  energy,  genius,  the  love  of   glory, 
t]ie  nia<1  dream  of  power  and  pride  in  her  inspirittion. 
^m     But  th<*y  were  not  wiite  i^nough,  they  were  not  vlr* 
^M    tunu»  enough  for  difi'utied,  steady,  lasting  fixtedom. 
^m    Their   heads   were   not  strong   enough    to    bear    a 
^    draught  so  stimalating.    Tliey  perished  of   raging 
fever,   kindled   by  dnutcing  of   the  very  waters  of 
aocial  life!     These  stars  one  after   another  burned 

I  out.  and  fell  from  their  throne  on  high  1 
England  guordfd  by  the  sea;  Holland  behind  her 
dikv«;  a  duteu  Swisd  Cantons  breathing  the  difficult 
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air  of  the  iced  iDouDtaiii  tope. —  these,  in  «pite  of 
rpvolutiuns,  ult  vrete  free  govenitiieiite.  And  iu  the 
wliolc  of  ilic  Old  World  there  was  not  another. 
The  love  of  liberty  there  wmj  but  a  government 
fntindt-d  in  lilierly  ihtre  wa*  not  iniu  K-siilcs.  Some 
tiling:!  oihci-  iliiiii  the  lovo  of  i'l-eedom  are  needful  Ut 
fonii  a  great  and  free  nation.  I^et  us  go  fiixllier 
then,  and  observe  the  wi^dnin  and  jiru dunce  by 
which,  after  a  long  and  painful  process,  our  fathens 
were  prepared,  in  mind  and  heart,  for  tJie  peruianeut 
poesession,  tempered  enjoyment,  and  true  uae  of  that 
freedom^  the  lovo  of  which  was  rooted  in  tJieir  souls ; 
the  process  by  which,  in  the  words  of  Milton,  they 
Wt-ro  made  into  a  "right  pious,  right  honest,  right 
holy  niilion,"  a&  well  an  a  nation  loving  liberty.  In 
ruuuing  over  llmt  process,  I  am  inclined  to  attach 
the  most  imporlanee  to  thu  fact  that  they  who 
planted  New  England,  and  all  llie  generations  of 
8ucces»ui'3,  to  tlie  war  of  Independence,  were  engaged 
in  a  suecesttion  of  the  eevcreet  <ind  gravest  triaU  and 
lal)iii-s  and  difficidties  which  ever  tasked  the  spirit  of 
a  man  or  a  nation. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  was  never  a  great  char- 
acter,—  never  a  truly  .4iroiig,  uiaAonline,  commuud- 
ing  character,  —  which  was  not  made  so  by  successive 
struggles  with  great  dilliculties.  Such  is.  the  general 
rule  of  the  moral  world,  undoubtedly.  All  history, 
all  biography,  verify  and  illustrate  it,  and  none  more 
remarkably  tlian  our  own. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  probable  that  if  the  Piuitans, 
on  their  anival  here,  hud  found  a  home  like  that 
they  left.  an<l  u  social  system  made  ready  for  them,  — 
if  they  had  found  the  forest  feUc<l,  roads  constructed, 
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rivers  bridgL-il,  liclils  sowu,  Itoiives  built,  u  rich  hoH,  ik 
bright  8UU,  an<l  u  bulm,v  uir, —  if  llicv  lud  <.'oiuv  into 
A  ooiiiitr}-  wliich  for  a  liuudrbd  aud  tifiy  }«»»  was 
sever  to  hear  tJie  war-wlimip  of  a  savage,  or  the  tap 
of  a  Kreiich  drum,  —  if  tbt^y  had  fouud  a  coumoii- 
Wealth  c-ivil  and  n-ligious,  a  jurisprudence,  a  system 
of  police,  aduiiuuliiitiou,  aud  (Mticy,  all  to  their 
bandii,  churches  seattcreJ,  districts,  purislies,  tonus, 
Bud  counties,  widening  one  around  the  other,  —  if 
England  had  euvcreil  ovi-r  their  infancy  with  her 
mighty  wing,  spared  charters,  widened  trade,  and 
knit  ehild  to  mother  by  parental  ]toticy,  —  it  ia  prob- 
ttble  tliitt  that  impult»e  of  high  mind,  and  that  un- 
conquerable eountancy  of  the  first  emigrants,  might 
have  subsided  lK-f»re  the  e]io<:h  of  the  drama  of  the 
Revolution.  Thi-ir  i.-hildi'en  miglit  have  grown  light> 
luxuriouii,  vain,  and  the  &acred  tire  of  liberty,  cher- 
ished by  the  fathers  in  the  timen  of  the  Tudors  and 
Stuart»,  miglit  have  died  away  in  the  hearts  of  a 
feeble  pwiterity. 

Ours  was  a  different  destiny.  T  do  not  uicun  to 
say  that  the  whole  Colonial  Age  was  a  scene  of  uni> 
rental  and  coiutaut  suffering  and  labor,  and  that 
tlii^re  WHS  no  repose  ;  of  peril  pn-ssing  at  every  turn, 
and  every  moment,  on  everybody.  Hut  in  its  gen- 
eral course  it  was  a  time  of  suffimng  and  of  priva- 
tion, of  jKkverty  or  medioi-riiy  of  fortune,  of  sleepleHS 
nights,  grave  duties.  »:rious  aims;  and  I  eay  it  was 
a  trial  better  fitted  to  train  up  a  nation  "  in  true 
wisdom,  virtue,  magnanimity,  and  the  likene»s  of 
God,"  —  better  fitted  to  form  temperate  habits,  strong 
character,  resolute  spirits,  aud  all  the  rndianl  train 
of  public  and  private  virtues  which  stand  before  the 
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Stan  of  tlie  throne  of  liberty,  —  tlian  any  Kiiiiilii 
period  in  tjie  hititfirv  of  any  nation,  or  of  any  but 
one,  tliat  ever  exi»I<td. 

Some  seasonH  there  were  of  siifTering!!  ao  sharp  and 
strange,  that  they  might  seem  designed  to  test  the 
energy  of  Puritan  principlea.  Suth  was  the  summer 
and  winter  nftcr  Governor  Wiiithrop's  ttrrival  in  New 
England,  I(>70-ir»71.  Such  tho  winter  luid  spring 
»ft«r  th«  arrival  of  the  Purituns  «t  Plymouth,  lti20- 
1C21.  Tiiey  wasttjd  away^ — yonng  and  old  of  tlie 
little  flock  —  of  consumption  and  fever  of  lungs; 
the  living  scarcely  able  to  bury  the  dead ;  the  well 
not  enough  tu  tend  the  sick ;  men  who  landed  a  few 
wcolvH  before  in  full  strength,  their  bonos  moistened 
with  marrow,  were  soon  to  stagger  and  fall  from 
fuintncss  for  want  of  food.  In  n  rountrt'  abounding 
in  (fccri't  springs,  llicy  prrit-hcd  for  want  of  a  dnuight 
of  good  wutvr.  Childhood  ilroojx^d  and  diird  awny, 
liko  a  field-tlowur  turned  up  hy  thv  pluughsharv. 
Old  age  WHS  ghid  to  giilhcr  hinwt-lf  to  his  laatt  alcep. 
Some  »ank  down,  broki<n-hearted.  hy  the  graves  of 
beloved  wives  and  sons.  Of  the  whole  one  hundred 
and  one  who  landed  at  Plymouth,  there  were  once 
only  seven  able  to  render  assistance  to  the  dying  and 
tlie  Kick. 

A  brilliant  English  writer,  speaking  of  the  Jews, 
exclaims,  with  surprise  and  indignation,  that  even  a 
desert  did  not  make  them  wiko.  Our  fiitherN,  let  me 
wy,  not  vainglorionsly,  were  readier  learned  of  wi;*- 
dom.  'riioir  snITerings  chastened,  purified,  and  ele- 
vated them  ;  and  led  them  to  impose  their  weary  and 
stricken  itpirita  upon  the  strengtli  which  upholds  the 
world.     Thus  to  be  afflicted,  Uius  to  profit  by  afflic- 
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of  ill  fgodad*.  Uw  hdgt<— ■  —J  ilijaiw,  ar  gloon 
ill  wiM^iiii  lif  it>daeft,itacaMarbDt  tcMpentnn, 
and  tlw  UIbb.  —  Um  saxatv  of  tint  fint  umI  jwrenst 
of  tbe  hiimlfii  Uacs  of  — tinat,  petfaif*  qait«  «s 
nod)  M  aay  oAer  e^»e.  iiecla|«  as  nucli  as  all 
oCbcT  an***,  mfleeto  t^  aatai  and  tnrntal  chandcr 
and  habits  of  tbe  pcofde  wfaidi  have  it  ui  do.  It  has 
been  iDaiDtauied.  aad  viUi  gmU  iagcnoitr,  ibit  the 
wbale  Bobteqaeat  caraer  of  a  mtioa  ba*  taken 
unpoUe  and  duvctinn  £roin  the  ctreum^tancc.-*  of 
pliVidaU  cuoditioo  in  which  it  came  fir^t  into  Ufv. 
The  efaUdrcn  of  thv  laxuiious  Ewst  opeiiM  their  viyv» 
on  pkfau  whoM;  fvrtiUt>-  a  tbou»iaiid  harvests  could 
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not  vxlinusi,  renewing  itsolf  pi-rpetiially  from  tlie 
koitnty  af  a  prodigal  imtiire.  beiienth  bright  Him»,  in 
a  warm,  balmy  air,  which  floated  around  them  Hke 
music  and  perfumes  from  revela  on  the  banks  of 
rivers  by  inouDlight.  "  Every  blast  shuck  spices 
from  the  leuvcs,  and  every  rauiilh  dropjH-d  fruits 
upon  the  ground."  "  The  bk-iv^ings  of  nature  wore 
collected,  and  its  evil*  extracted  and  exeliided." 
Hence  llw  itiimoniorial  character  of  a  part  of  the 
tribes  of  Asia.  They  became  indolent,  efl'eminnte, 
and  timorous.  Steeped  in  sensual  enjoyments,  the 
mind  alt- pt  with  the  body ;  or  if  it  awoke,  unlike 
the  reasoning,  speculative,  curious,  and  energetic 
intellect  of  Europe,  it  reposed  in  reverie;  it  dilTuscd 
itself  in  long  contcmpUtion,  musing  rather  than 
thinking,  reading  human  destiny  in  the  stitrs,  but 
making  no  efforl  to  ooni]irche[id  the  system  of  the 
world.  Life  ilsclf  there  is  but  a  fine  dream  ;  and 
death  is  only  a  scattiM-ing  of  the  garlands,  a  hush- 
ing of  the  mu^ic.  a  putting  out  of  the  liglitji  of  a  mid- 
summer night's  feast.  You  would  not  look  there  for 
freedom,  for  morality,  for  true  religion,  for  serioua 
reflections. 

The  destiny  of  the  most  of  Europe  was  different. 
Tiist  forests  covering  half  a  continent,  rapid  and 
broud  rivers,  cold  winds,  long  winters,  Inrgo  tracts 
unsusceptible  of  cultivation,  snow-clad  moiintaius  on 
whose  t«>ps  the  lightning  plays  impassive,  —  this  wa» 
the  world  that  fell  to  their  lot.  And  hcnee  partly, 
that  race  is  active,  laborioutt,  curious,  intellectual, 
full  of  energy,  tending  to  freedom,  destined  to  free- 
dom, but  not  yet  all  free. 

I  cannot  now  pause  to  (Qualify  this  view,  and  make 
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tiw  m]Didte  dismminBtkiiis  b?t«rp«D  tbe   ili&ereiit 
Statn  of  that  qturlcr  of  the  worH. 

To  ibc  teniprat-toMcd  md  iTMtfa^r-betten.  vrt 
m^aioe  ami  entbwustic  K|>irit«  who  cam«  hiilter. 
Kern  Eoglud  hanllr  pmcDU^  herwlf  at  first  in  *U 
that  raggedtKs*  and  »t<Tnv»t  wildntw  which  nature 
ha  iHtpKaned  tndeljhlv  u|mii  her.  But  a  (fw  siiiif 
ateis  wmA  winten  tevealMl  the  who1«  trulli.  They 
bad  oome  to  a  coontrr  ftvsh  fn>m  the  hand  af  iiatuns 
■hnort  fti  on  the  day  of  creation,  covered  vriih  prinit^ 
val  wootht.  which  concealed  a  soil  not  very  fruitful 
snd  1>c»ring  onlr  t)>c  hHrdicr  and  coarser  grains  and 
gniMM-».  l>n)ki-»  into  nM-ky  ^ilU  »nd  niffuntntns  wild- 
ing llteir  gray  8tiinniii8  to  tht^  .*kit-»,  Uw  npl*nd 
IcTrli*,  with  Iht*  and  thcrv  ii  strip  of  interval  along 
a  pU-aMUit  river,  and  a  jwich  of  Kilt-manth  hy  the 
udc  of  the  r»A,  - —  a  country  |>0!t»e!imug  and  prodiieing 
neither  gnid,  nfir  diamondfi.  nor  pearls,  nor  spices. 
tior  opium,  nor  biead-fruit,  nor  silks,  nor  the  true 
vine, — to  a  loiig  and  cold  winter,  an  uncertain 
sprin;;.  a  hnming  Hiimmer.  and  autumn  with  hia 
fleecy  clouds  and  bland  south-west,  rc<l  mid  yellow 
leaf  and  insidious  diseuM: ;  —  such  was  tlte  ungeniul 
heaven  WnciUh  which  their  lot  was  cA*t ;  «ucli  was 
New  England,  yielding  nothing  to  idlenetw,  nothing 
to  luxury,  but  yet  hnliling  out  to  faith  ami  patience 
und  labor,  freedom  and  skill,  iind  public  and  private 
virtue, —  holding  out  to  these  the  promise  of  »  latter 
day  afar  off,  of  gtorj-  nurl  honor  and  rational  and 
wher  enjoyment.  Such  was  the  oountry  in  which 
tbe  nig^e<l  infancy  of  New  England  was  raisc<l. 
Such  was  the  country  which  the  J'uritans  wore  ap- 
pointed to  transpose  into  a  meet  residence  of  refine- 
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ment  and  libi-rtj-.  You  know  how  they  performed 
that  duty.  Your  failit-n*  Imvo  tol<)  you.  From  this 
hill,  weatwanl  and  .«oiitliwiti-<l,  and  ciwlwiird  and 
northward,  your  pyett  may  see  how  they  pcrfnnnod 
it.  The  wildemesa  and  the  solitary  place  were  glad 
for  them,  and  the  desert  rejoiced  and  blossomed  as 
the  roee.  The  laud  was  a  desolate  wilderness  before 
them;  behind  them,  a»  the  garden  of  Kdcn.  How 
glorious  n  Iriniiiiih  of  i«ilicniir,  cncrgj'.  perseverance, 
iiitelligoncc,  and  faith  1  And  then  how  powerfully 
and  in  how  many  wayw  must  the  fatigues,  privutions, 
inLen'U|)lions,  and  steady  advanee  and  ultimate  com- 
pletion of  that  long  day's  work  have  rcaeted  on  the 
charafiter  and  the  mind  of  those  who  performed  jtl 
How  conld  such  a  people  ever  again,  if  ever  they 
had  lieen,  be  idle,  or  frivolomt,  or  giddy,  or  luxurious  I 
With  wliut  a  resiiitless  secession  of  momentum  must 
tlicy  turn  to  every  new,  manly,  houeKt,  and  worthy 
labor !  How  truly  must  they  love  the  laud  for  which 
they  bad  done  so  much!  How  ardently  must  they 
desire  to  see  it  covered  over  with  tJie  beauty  of  holi- 
ness and  the  glory  of  freedom  as  with  a  garment! 
With  what  a  just  and  manly  self-approbiitioti  must 
they  look  bnck  on  sutdi  labors  and  suvli  success  ;  and 
how  great  will  su^h  pride  m^ke  any  people! 

There  was  iiuuther  gn-jil  work,  diffi-wut  from  this, 
and  more  dillienlt,  mort-  glorious,  mure  improving, 
whieh  they  had  to  do,  and  that  was  to  establish  their 
system  of  colonial  government,  to  frame  tlieir  code 
of  internal  law.  and  to  administer  the  vast  and  per- 
plexing political  business  of  the  colonies  in  their 
novel  and  trying  relations  to  England,  through  the 
whole  Colonial  Age.    (>f  all  their  labors  this  was  the 
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]tist>  tlio  most  iiilcllccliiiil,  tlie  liMt  calculiUutJ 
to  lit  tiiem  fur  iii<lc|>i-ti<U-iicc.  0>iuu1cr  liuw  iii(ii;li 
j>iilii'iil  Lti<>ii};)it,  how  mticli  oljM;rv«Lioii  uf  mill  imil 
]ir«,  linw  [ru<:]i  Mgneity,  )iow  much  r,-oiiiiiiiitiiejiliuti 
of  iiiiiid  with  iiiiiiil.  ti'^w  iiiitny  g«^iicml  ciiin<;iU<  (doU, 
ami  uiiu^tiulliltg  of  itfTairH.  Iimr  iqucIi  hIiiiii-  accilRlllU- 
tioD,  tinw  Diitch  careful  tnuuminaiuu  a(  wudfini,  Ihat 
liilxir  cleinauded.  Au(]  wliut  a  ftclKiol  uf  civil  raftacily 
tbbi  mubt  have  prcived  to  them  wbu  partmik  in  it! 
Hence,  I  think,  the  Mibvr.  ruljoual,  and  iirsctttal 
vi««-a  and  coDcltict  which  distin;;iiiih«cl  ureu  tliv 
fint  fcnid  j'^ars  of  Hk  Ittirolutioiuir)'  af^c.  Hour 
little  giddineM,  nut.  and  foolrry  d<>  you  nee  tbera ! 
X<(  .riotuuit  ai>d  idKxilitit;  |irf*oeMiifJu«,  —  no  gnud 
ftwtivals  of  llu;  {{<Hldi:w)  of  i«a*uu,  — uo  iinpioua 
dream  of  hnuiUi  pc rfrctilMlity,  —  no  nobxwBg  of  ttwr 
boardcd-up  {HUvtun*  of  agti*  frum  tlir  r«9>trainla  of 
law,  nrder.  tntitaUty,  aud  r<-li({i<jti.  siudi  aa  aliauiDd 
aui  fni;Ltcne'l  away  the  n*w-boni  liherty  of  revolu- 
tiooary  Francr.  Hence  unr  victuriea  uf  {Maw  w<:ft; 
tnnre  inrilUuL  mvrv  Leturficial,  tiaa  our  vieUniea  of 
war.  Ucaea  tlKwr  fair.  I  hope  trKthutiogt  isouu* 
ncftU  of  diil  wimI'/U).  ow  State  aiul  Ftrdrnl  CV>»' 
litMligt.  Hewsa  ii»c  eoolnaa,  tlte  ptactiMsd  btiiiif, 
the  nJfJiJ  MMMM.  vitli  viidi  t^  took  >p  aad 
beld  ik  wliip  ajMl  niaa  al  tke  Any  ckuioi  fl/ing 
tfaoatli  tfae  aodiac,  afla  tW  SnA  4riv«ff  bad  Iwaa 

Do  TOB  au  lloitL  it  waa  a  mteaaSai  tffoimtmttM 
dad  KXanw  to  tfa  1 1  i      iii  af 

il  ia  w^i  a  iih  it   ■■  in  ■  tnm  |aiiii[  Jri  ■  ii  ia  a  kfr- 
IBT,— Ml  iiiiirrwiiiii  riifai  Ut  ■>ii|aiii1i*j  tgr 
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the  ili^iith  of  a  dintAiit  relative  of  whom  they  lia<l 
never  heard  before,  —  a  mine  of  gold  ojieiied  jii&t 
below  tite  surface  ou  the  side  of  the  hill  by  a  flash 
of  lightning?  If  they  had,  it  would  have  turned 
llieir  heads  or  cumiptcd  their  hubit^.  They  were 
mtliLT  in  the  L-oi]diliuii  of  ouv  of  llit-  }iiisbandin<.-Q  of 
old  Ijwwifh,  A  linle  turned  of  one-aud-twerity,  who 
liiui  just  jiiiid  <>{f  ihe  liwi  legacy,  nr  the  la:*!  giige  upon 
the  estate  li-ft  liiiu  by  liiu  fattier,' — au  eitlute  wliere 
liin  ohildliuod  played  nith  brothers  and  sintem  now 
resting  in  early  graves,  in  whieh  the  firft  little  labors 
of  hJH  young  hands  were  done,  from  which  he  can 
Bee  the  meeting-house  spire  above  the  old  interven- 
ing eliUH,  to  which  bi^  own  lull,  luin^k-d  with  that  of 
his  ancestors  of  many  generations,  has  given  all  its 
rulue,  which,  before  h«  had  owned,  he  hiid  learned 
how  lu  kee|>,  hi)w  to  till,  liow  to  transmit  to  hix  heira 
enlarged  and  enriched  with  a  luoi'C  »cientilio  and 
tattteful  cultivntion. 

I  can  only  allude  to  one  other  labor,  one  other 
trial  of  the  Colonial  Age,  —  the  want  in  whieh  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  our  fathers  were  every 
moment  engaged,  or  to  which  they  were  every  mo- 
ment exposed,  and  leave  vou  to  estimate  the  influ- 
euce  whieh  these  must  have  hut^l  on  the  mind  and 
ctiaraeter,  and  iil  liu^t  on  the  grand  destinies  of  Kew 
England  and  of  North  America. 

It  is  diviulfid  that  nations  must  learn  war;  but 
since  they  munt,  it  i«  a  mercy  to  be  taught  it  season- 
ably and  thoroughly.  It  hud  been  ap[»inl«d  by  the 
Infinite  Disposer,  that  the  liberlies,  the  iude[ieudence 
of  the  States  of  America  aJiould  depend  on  the  man- 
ner to  which  we  should  light  for  them ;  and  who  can 
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imagine  what  the  issue  of  the  awful  exp(;riin6>it 
would  have  beeu,  had  they  never  before  seen  the 
gleam  of  an  enemy's  bayonets,  or  beard  the  beat  of 
hi»  ilnim? 

I  liold  it  to  hav«  be«n  a  great  tiling,  in  the  first 
filaf^e,  th»t  we  Um]  iiniong  u»,  at  that  awful  moment 
wbeii  llie  piihlit-  iiiiud  wa^  incililjilin^  tliu  iiuesttuU 
of  submission  to  the  tra-tax,  or  refli»lanee  by  «rm«, 
and  at  the  more  awful  niomitnt  of  t]it>  first  appeal  to 
arniH.  —  that  we  had  some  among  us  wlio  personally 
knew  what  war  was.  Wa!«tiington,  Putnam,  Stark, 
Gatrii.  Prcacolt.  Montgomery,  wcro  soldiers  already. 
So  were  hundruds  of  othere  of  humbler  rank,  but 
not  yet  forgotten  by  the  people  whom  they  helped 
to  save,  who  mustered  lo  the  caiup  of  our  first  revo- 
lutiotiar)'  anuie».  Tliese  all  bud  tasted  a  soldier's 
.life-  They  )iml  xan  fiw,  they  had  felt  the  thrilling 
»eD8«lion!<;,  the  (juiokvui-d  How  of  Wood  to  and  from 
the  heart,  the  mingled  appielieoMon  and  hope,  the 
hot  tuiate,  the  burning  thirst,  the  feverish  rapture  of 
battle,  which  he  who  has  not  felt  is  uneonscioua  of 
one  half  oT  the  ciipaeities  and  energies  of  Iiis  nature, 
which  he  who  bus  felt,  I  am  t<ild,  never  forgets. 
Tliey  had  slept  in  the  woods  on  tlie  withered  leaves 
or  the  snow,  and  awoke  Ut  brenkfai^t  upon  biieh  hark 
and  llie  lender  tojw  of  willow  trees.  They  had  kept 
guard  on  the  outposts  on  many  a  stormy  ni^cht,  know- 
ing perfectly  that  the  thicket  half  a  pistul-ehol  off 
was  full  of  l-'reneh  and  Indian  rillemen. 

I  say  it  WHS  something  that  w«  had  aueh  men 
among  us.  They  helped  diwipline  our  raw  first 
levies.  They  knew  what  an  army  is,  and  what  it 
needs,  and  how  to  provide  for  it     They  euuld  lake 
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thiit  yuiiiijf  voliinU'tr  of  sixteen  liy  tlm  hand,  sent  by 
nil  IjiHwioli  mullier,  who,  afler  Umking  ii[X)n  her  snn 
einii|ipt'tl  fur  batlle  from  wliith  he  might  not  return, 
8|mrlan-tiki;!,  bid  liim  go  and  behave  like  a  man  — 
■nd  many,  many  such  shouldered  a  miisket  for  Lex- 
ington and  Riuiker  Hill  —  und  usstiro  him,  from  their 
owii  personal  knowli'dgf.  ttiiit  al"t<:r  thf  finft  fire  he 
nc'Vpr  would  kiiuvr  fear  ngiiin,  evim  thnl  of  thi^  last 
onset.  But  the  long  and  peculiar  want  of  New  Kng- 
Iniiil  had  done  more  than  to  furnish  a  few  AUch 
oHifiers  and  sohliers  as  tlte*e.  'I'hey  had  formed  that 
public  fentinienl  upon  the  aubject  of  war  which 
rt^uuited  all  the  armies,  fought  all  the  battles,  and 
won  all  tile  glorj-  of  the  Revolution.  TIi©  truth  is 
that  war,  in  some  form  or  another,  had  been,  from 
the  first,  one  of  the  usages,  one  of  the  hsibits,  of 
colonial  life.  It  had  been  felt,  from  the  first,  to  bo 
ju»t  us  noeessory  as  phmtiiiK  or  reaping.  —  to  be  us 
likely  to  hixirtk  out  every  iiixy  and  evory  night  as  a 
thundt-r-shower  in  minimer,  and  to  break  out  as  sud- 
denly, Thfi-e  have  been  natiouH  ivho  Imasted  that 
their  rivers  or  mountaina  never  saw  the  smoke  of  an 
eneuiy'K  camp.  Here  the  war-wlioop  awoke  the 
sleep  of  the  eradic  ;  it  startled  the  dying  man  on  bis 
pillow  ;  it  sunimoiieil  young  and  old  from  the  meet- 
ing-hoiiR*;,  frmu  the  burial,  and  from  the  bridal  eore- 
moiiy,  to  tiie  ulrife  of  death.  'Ilie  consequence  vim, 
that  that  steady,  i-omposed,  and  rofiectiiig  eoiirag« 
whieh  belong!)  to  all  the  Kngliob  race  grew  into  4 
leading  characterislic  of  New  Kngland  ;  und  a  public 
sentiment  was  formed,  peivadiiig  young  and  old.  and 
both  sexi's.  which  declared  it  lawful,  necessary,  and 
honorable  to  risk  life,  and  to  shed  blood  for  a  great 
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caiise,  —  for  our  fluiiilr,  for  our  firws,  for  our  God, 
for  our  couiitrr.  for  our  ruli^tou.  lu  such  u  (.■ause  it 
clccluretl  lliKl  llie  votuv  of  Ciod  IIiniM-lf  cominatided 
to  the  fitld.  The  cniit«ne  of  X«w  Euglnnd  \vu»  tlie 
*'(jo»mgc  of  coiwdeiioe."  Ii  ilkl  iiot  rise  to  Unit 
iiutaiie  nntl  awful  i<a.isioi),  —  llw  love  of  war  for 
ili>elf.  Ic  would  iKit  havu  hurried  her  koiih  to  Ibe 
Niloi  or  thi-  foot  of  the  pyramids,  or  acrosH  the  great 
raging  aea  of  snows  which  rolled  from  Smolennko  to 
MoMoow,  to  set  the  stars  of  glot^-  ujmju  the  glowing 
brow  of  atuhition.  Itut  it  was  a  courage  which  at 
Lesingtou.  at  Bunkc-r  Hill,  at  BtnningtoH.  and  at 
Saratugii,  Iiail  power  U>  hraec  the  spirit  for  the  pn- 
triot*'  fight. —  and  gloriously  roll  hack  the  tide  of 
tnenaeed  war  from  their  homes,  the  soil  of  their 
birth,  the  graves  of  their  fatheni,  and  the  everlasting 
bills  of  their  freedom. 

But  I  (-uniiot  any  farther  puKuc  tliis  ski-teli  of  the 
life  which  tasked  the  youthful  spirit  of  New  Kng- 
liuid.  Other  labors  there  were  to  b«  dotic;  other 
trials  to  pii*.<  thmiigh  ;  other  iniluciicvs  to  discijiUiic 
tlieiu  »nd  luakc  them  lit  for  the  reat  which  rematiui 
to  th«  Luiw  of  liljerty. 

"  8n  true  it  li  -•  Ibr  aDch  liolf  rnt, 
Strong  liBiiil*  miut  tail  —  *lrong  hr«rti  cniiutv." 

It  was  a  pi'oplo  thus  .tchoolcd  to  ihe  love  and  at- 
faiimienlH  and  ohampiontihip  of  frebdotn  —  its  season 
of  infant  helplesitnesa  now  long  past,  the  strength 
and  generosity  and  fire  of  a  mighty  yonth  moving 
its  limbs,  and  burning  in  its  eye  —  a  people,  whose 
bright  Hjtirit  had  been  fed  midst  the  crowned  height*, 
with  hope  and  liberty  and  thoughts  of  power  —  lhi» 
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was  the  people  whom  our  Revolution  summoned  to 
the  gnmdest  destiny  in  the  history  of  nations.  They 
were  summoned,  und  u  clioicu  put  before  them: 
filuvery,  wit]i  prvnent  vaac  nnd  rest  and  cnjoytueut, 
but  hII  inglorious — tlie  lU-itlli  of  the  nation's  soul; 
and  liherty,  witii  batllv  »iul  hluod^ht^d,  hut  thv  spring 
of  all  national  good,  of  art,  of  plenty,  of  genius. 
I.ihcrty  boin  of  the  skies !  breathing  of  all  their 
odors  Ai>d  radiant  with  all  their  hues  t  They  were 
bidden  to  choose,  and  they  choee  wiHely  and  greatly. 

"  I'livf  linkdl  Ihuir  Imnilj  —  lliey  pl»1it*<1  tlieir  aliuiilvH  hith 
In  IliF  ilti'Stl  pmciKi'  lit  illrttinit  Hvmvvu  — 
Tlitr.v  buuiid  llicir  liciirla  lu  lufllTlngi  an'l  itcntli 
With  tlic  HVcrc  and  ■uli'iiiii  lrunii|iort  given 
To  IjU-h  ■ucli  voni.    How  man  liad  itrivcii, 
lluur  mnn  nilfrhl  itrivc.  mid  vainlf  •idvo  Ihrf  knaw. 
Anil  culled  upun  ilicir  God. 

Tlicy  knelt,  uiil  raio  Itv  itrengtli." 

I  have  no  need  to  t«U  you  the  story  of  the  Revo- 
lution, if  tlie  occattion  were  to  justify  it.  Some  of 
you  slmn^d  in  its  strife  ;  for  to  that,  as  to  every  other 
great  duty,  Ipswich  was  more  llisin  equal.  Some 
who  have  not  yet  lasted  of  death,  somo  perhups 
oven  now  licio.  and  others  who  have  followed  or 
who  went  before  their  illu.strioiis  La  Fayette.  All  of 
you  partake  of  its  fruits.  All  of  you  are  encom- 
piiKwd  ahiuit  by  ItJt  glory ! 

But  now  that  our  service  of  commemoration  in 
ended,  let  us  go  hence  and  meditate  on  all  thnt  it  has 
taught  u».  Ton  see  how  long  the  holy  and  buautiful 
city  of  our  liberty  and  our  power  him  been  in  build- 
ing, and  by  how  many  hamls,  and  at  what  cost.  You 
see  the  towering  and  steadfast  height  to  which  it  has 
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gone  up,  atiJ  tiou'  ilit  turrets  atiA  Hpires  gWni  in  the 
nsiiig  and  aetliiig  mn.  Vou  stniid  auinng  the  graves 
of  Home  —  your  townt^oien,  your  fathirr^  hy  blood, 
whose  liunieH  you  bear,  whose  portrait))  haiig  up  in 
your  homes  of  whose  nif-'iiiory  you  arc  justly  proud  — 
who  lirlpc<l  ill  their  ihiy  to  itiiik  thoHu  walls  di-ep  iu 
thi-ir  hetU,  where  neither  frowt  iior  etutlMiiiake  might 
heave  tlieiu, — >lo  raine  aloft  tho«e  great  archer  of 
etoiie,  —  to  send  up  tIio»e  turrets  and  spires  into  tlie 
nicy.  It  waa  theirs  to  build  ;  remember  it  U  yours, 
under  Provideuco,  to  keep  the  city,  —  to  keep  it 
from  the  sword  of  the  invader,  — i  to  keep  it  from 
lici-utiouitnvss  and  crime  ami  irreligioii,  and  all  that 
would  make  it  uueafu  or  unlit  to  live  in,' — to  ke«p 
it  frum  iIk-  fites  of  fueliou,  of  i-ivil  strife,  of  party 
Kpirit,  [hat  might  hum  up  in  a  day  the  slow  work 
of  a  thousand  years  of  glur)-.  Happy,  if  we  sluill 
so  perform  our  duty  that  iht-y  who  renturie^  heiieu 
shall  dwell  among  our  gravi-ti  may  be  able  to  re- 
member,  on  some  such  day  as  lliio,  in  one  common 
service  of  grateful  conimemoratioii.  their  fathers  of 
the  jirtt  and  of  the  fec&nii  age  of  America,  —  those 
who  through  niurtyrdom  and  tempest  and  battle 
sought  libi-rty,  and  uuidu  hor  their  own,  —  ami  those 
whom  neither  easu  uur  luxury,  nor  the  fear  of  man, 
nor  the  worship  of  man,  eouUI  prevail  on  to  barter 
her  away  I 
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THE  AGE   OF   THE    I'lIXiKIMS    THE    HEROIC 
PERIOD    OF    OL'U    UlSTOKl': 

AH  ADDBESS   IIKLIVERED   l!t    SKW    VUUK    BKI»)XE   TIIK  XKW- 


Wk  meet  again,  Ihe  children  of  the  Pilgnma.  to  re- 
nteiiiber  our  fatliers.  Away  from  tJie  ecenea  with 
which  the  Americjin  porlioiiB  of  their  history  are 
a.si>ooiiited  for  ever,  and  in  all  tiieiiV  miiidit, — scenes 
80  unadorned,  jet  clothed  to  (he  moral  eye  with  a 
ehami  ahovo  the  sphere  of  tnste:  the  uncrombled 
rock,  the  hill  from  wlioso  side  those  "  deliciite  springs  " 
nre  etill  gushing,  the  njite,  brown,  low  woods,  the 
shcltorod  hiirhor,  the  little  isliuid  thntwok-cmed  tlium 
in  tlii'ir  l'n)r.t'n  ganiK'iil.t  frmn  thi-  iwti,  and  witnessed 
tlic  ri'st  and  worship  of  thai  Sabhalh-diiy  hufurc  iheir 
lamling, ~ away  from  all  ihanc  8(%n«s, — >  without  the 
Iiniili>  of  the  fond  old  colony  fliat  keejw  tlieir  grave*, 
without  the  limits  of  the  New  Kngland  which  is  their 
wider  burial  place  and  fitter  monument,  —  in  the 
hciii-t  of  this  chief  city  of  the  nation  into  which  the 
fi-eble  land  has  grown,  —  we  meet  again,  to  repeat 
their  names  one  by  one,  to  retrace  thu  lines  of  theic 
character,  to  rocull  Uic  lineaments  and  fomis  over 
which  the  gravu  has  no  |)Ower,  to  yjiprcciate  thvir 
virtues,  to  recount  the  course  of  their  life  full  of 
heroic  deeds,  varied  by  »]iarpest  trials,  erowued  by 
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tnui»ceiideiit  coiD(tH:|tiei)c«»,  to  aMvrt  the  <)irertne»  of 
our  descent  from  such  an  aiice^^try  of  gooHuewt  and 
greatneiUi,  to  ere<;t.  refrtwh,  aiid  touch  our  spirits  by 
coming  for  an  bout  into  tJieir  more  imin«<Iiate  pres- 
ence, such  as  they  were  tu  the  days  of  their  human 
"agoiij-uf  gliin.',"  Tho  two  ceiiturioH  which  iiitcr- 
puM-  lij  hidt;  tiieiii  from  otir  vyv,  cviitiiriv8  so  brillinnt 
with  progre««,  80  crowded  by  ineident»,  «o  fertile  in 
aocuniiilalioiiti,  <H;w>lvc  away  for  the  monii-nt  Af  a 
ourtaiu  of  trlouds,  and  we  are  once  more  by  their  side. 
Thv  grand  and  pathetic  tierieH  of  their  story  unrolls 
itself  itTound  us.  vivid  as  if  with  theJifeof  yesterday. 
All  tlie  stages,  all  the  agents,  of  the  process  by  wliich 
ihey  and  the  extrnordiiiury  claws  they  belonged  to 
were  slowly  formed  from  the  general  mind  and  char- 
acter uf  England  ;  l]ic  influence  of  the  age  uf  the  Ref- 
onnution,  with  whieli  the  whole  Christian  world  was 
HKtir  to  it.t  profoundcst  depths  and  otitermo»t  limits, 
but  which  was  pi^urod  out  u«boundt;<l  and  pc-^^nliHt 
an  them,  id*  children,  ita  impenonation ;  that  various 
persecution  prolonge<l  through  two  hundred  years  and 
twelve  reigns,  from  the  time  of  the  preaching  of 
Wickliffe,  to  the  accession  of  James  I.,  from  which 
they  gathered  sudly  so  many  precious  fruits, —  a 
large  measure  of  tenderness  of  coitsciciiee,  the  sense 
of  duty,  force  of  will,  trust  in  Goil,  llio  love  of  truth, 
and  the  spirit  of  liberty ;  tlie  succetwtve  dvvelopmeut 
aiul  growth  of  opiniotiA  and  trait.-^  and  del ernii nations 
aiul  fortum-M  by  which  they  were  advniici-d  fmm 
Pmte»taRl«  to  Hepnblicans,  from  Englishmen  to  Pil- 
grims, from  Pilgrims  to  the  fonmlers  of  a  free  Church, 
and  the  fathers  of  a  free  people  in  a  new  world ;  the 
retirement  to  Holland ;  the  resolution  to  s««k  tbe 
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sphere  of  tlieir  duties  ami  llie  Mvliini  of  tiK-ir  righld 
beyond  the  sea  ;  tlie  emlraikiitioii  at  Delft  Haven, — 
that  scene  of  interetit  unhvidled,  on  which  a  pencil  of 
your  owu  has  just  eusbled  us  to  look  back  nith  tears, 
praise,  and  sympathy, and  the  fond  piide  of  children ; 
that  scene  uf  few  and  simple  incidents,  just  the  »ct> 
ting  uut  of  n  handful  of  nut  then  very  famous  persons 
on  a  voyage,  —  (nul«  tbe  oommonest  of  oecurrenm-a, 
—  but  which  dilalc^s  a.4  you  gaze  on  it,  and  speaks  to 
you  as  with  the  voices  of  an  tmiuortal  song;  which 
becomes  idealized  into  the  auspicioiia  going  forth  of  a 
colony,  whose  planting  lias  chzingcsl  the  history  of  tlio 
world,  —  a  noble  colony  of  d«vout  Christianis  cdu- 
Cfltod  and  firm  m^n,  valiant  itoldivr!^.  and  linnomlple 
women;  ii  oiiony  on  the  eommeneement  of  whose 
heroic  enterprise  the  selcctest  iiillnenci^  of  religion 
seemed  to  be  descending  vinibly,  and  beyond  whose 
perilous  path  are  hung  the  rainbow  and  the  westward 
star  of  empire :  thevoyageof  The  Mayflower;  the  land- 
ing ;  the  slow  winter's  night  of  disease  and  famine  in 
which  so  many,thc  good,  the  bcantiful.tliebnive,  sunk 
down  and  died,  giving  piiui;  ut  hist  to  the  spring- 
dawn  of  health  and  plenty;  tJie  meeting  with  the  old 
red  v&p.f.  on  the  hill  beyond  the  brook  ;  the  tr^-aly  of 
peace  unbroken  for  half  a  century;  the  organization 
of  a  republican  govurument  in  The  Mayflower  cabin ; 
the  planting  of  the^e  kindred  and  coeval  and  anxiUar 
institutions  wilhonl  wJiivh  such  a  government  can  no 
more  live  than  the  uprootod  tree  can  put  forth  leaf 
or  flower. — institutions  to  diffuse  pure  religion  ;  good 
learning;  austeiv  morality ;  the  pmirtioal  nils  of  ad- 
ministnition  ;  tabor,  patience,  obedience ;  "  plain  liv- 
ing and  high  tliinking;"  the  securities  of  conservatism; 
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the  germs  of  progress ;  ilie  laving  dei-p  wid  Kuve.  &r 
down  on  the  rock  of  ageft.  of  th«  foimdaliun  Htonea 
of  the  imperial  structure,  wtwiie  dome  iinw  liwells 
towunlti  beuveo ;  the  timely  death  at  last,  one  after 
another,  of  the  first  genention  of  the  original  Pil- 
griiuA,  not  unvi»it«d,  iL«  the  final  hour  drcu'  nti{h,  by 
vi>iu»«  of  the  niurv  vwiWe  glory  of  a  lutt«r  (hiy,  — 
all  ilieM  high,  holy,  and  heaiuiftil  things  come  throng* 
ing  fredh  on  all  our  memoriesi.  beneath  th«  inlluence 
of  the  hour.  Such  a»  wf  heard  theui  from  our 
mothetB'  lips,  such  as  we  read  them  in  th«  hiatoi-ieit 
of  kings,  of  religionii,  and  of  liberty,  they  galhiT 
themselves  about  us;  familiar,  certainly,  but  of  an 
interest  lliut  ean  never  die, —an  interest  intrinsicnl 
in  tlieinselve*.  yet  heightened  incxjiressibly  by  their 
relnliomi  to  ihat  eventful  futtirv  into  which  they  have 
ex|)ande<l,  and  through  whotw  Iiglit«  tltvy  show. 

And  yet,  with  all  llii»  I'roceSo'ion  of  events  and 
persons  moving  befon?  Uii,  and  luilicited  liiis  way  and 
that  by  the  iuDumeralile  trains  of  sjiecnlation  utid  of 
feeling  whieh  suuh  a  night  inspires,  we  can  Ihiuk 
of  nothing  aud  of  nobody,  here  and  now,  but  the 
Pilgrims  themselveti.  I  cannot,  and  do  not,  wish 
for  »  moment  to  foiget  (hat  it  is  their  festival  wc  have 
come  to  keep.  It  i»  ibelr  tabeniaeles  we  hjivc  come  to 
hudd.  It  is  not  the  Refonnation,  it  idnot  colonization, 
it  in  not  ourut^lves,  our  prt>8ent  or  our  future,  it  is  not 
political  economy  or  political  philosophy,  of  which  to- 
day you  would  have  mc  say  a  word.  We  have  a 
Hpet.'ifio  urn)  single  duty  to  perform.  We  would Hpeak 
of  cerlain  valiunt.good,  ami  peculiar  men. our  fatlivra. 
We  would  wipe  tiie  dust  from  a  few  old,  plain,  noble 
urn.-*.     We  would  shnn  husky  dist^iiisitiuns,  irrelevant 
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novcUiee,  and  email  dinplay ;  would  recall  rather  »ud 
muruly  Uie  forms  and  liufumeuU  of  the  heroic  dead, 
—  (onus  nnd  fviittircs  u  liioli  thu  grave  hiui  iiot  uhunged, 
over  whiuh  the  gmve  has  no  power. 

The  I'lI^riiUM,  then,  nf  the  Rnt  generation,  jtiflt  &s 
tliey  landed  on  the  rock,  are  tiie  topic  of  the  hour. 
And  in  order  to  insure  aoiue  degree  of  unity,  and  of 
definitcneiis  of  aim.  and  of  impression,  let  mo  etill 
Bioro  preuisfly  propound  as  the  subject  of  our 
thoughts,  the  Pil<;i-iiiis,  their  wgu  and  their  avl«,  as 
coiixtit utility  .1  ruul  and  a  truv  hvroJv  |K'nod;  one 
hvroiu  pt-riod  in  tlie  history  of  tliis  Kepiddic. 

I  n-gard  it  as  a  great  thing  for  a  nation  to  be  able, 
as  it  passes  through  one  sign  after  another  of  it« 
zodiac  pathway,  in  pro.ipeiity,  in  ailveittity,  and  at 
,  all  times.  —  to  be  able  to  look  to  an  authentic  race  of 
founders,  and  a  hiHtorieal  principle  of  institution,  la 
which  it  may  rfttiouaUy  admire  the  realized  idett  of 
true  heroism.  Whether  it  looks  back  in  the  moruing 
or  evening  of  ite  day  ;  whether  it  luokii  back,  a«  now 
wi-  do,  ill  the  cmnlouH  fervor  of  it*  youth,  or  in  the 
full  strength  of  manhood,  its  breasts  full  of  milk,  its 
bont^s  moisieiK-d  with  marrow  ;  or  in  dotiige  nnd  faiiit- 
neiss,  the  silver  coi-d  of  union  loosened,  the  golden 
bowl  of  fame  and  power  broken  at  the  fountain ; 
from  the  era  of  Pericles  or  the  era  of  I'hitnrcb,  —  it 
is  a  gicat  nnd  precious  thing  to  be  able  to  a.'<i.'«nd  to, 
and  to  repuM!  it«  strenuous  or  iUt  wearied  virtue 
upon,  a  heroic  age  A.ud  a  heroic  race,  which  it  may 
not  faUely  call  its  own.  I  mean  by  a  heroic  age  and 
race,  not  exclimively  or  ntccssarily  the  earliest  uit- 
tioiial  age  and  race,  but  one,  the  course  of  whose 
history  and  the  traits  of   whose  cbarsctcr,  and  the 
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extent  and  petrnmaxf  of  vhose  inSoeiiiCce.  *n  of  « 
kiod  >od  power  not  tnerel;  to  be  Rcopiizml  in  after 
thae  as  nepecteble  at  oscfuL,  but  cif  »  kind  aud  « 
power  to  kindle  and  feed  the  looral  inuif^inatimi,  wove 
the  capactons-  heart,  an*!  ju^ifv  the  iutvUu>eiit  won- 
der of  the  world.  I  mean  bv  a  nalttin'e  benuc  nfic  a 
time  dwtingotsbed  above  others  uot  by  vLromilugieal 
tdatluD  alone,  but  by  a  ronciirrence  of  grand  and  im- 
pressive agencie;^  with  lai^  results.  —  bv  some  aplen- 
did  and  rt^inarkabie  triiimjih  of  wan  over  »ome  great 
enemy,  some  grvat  evil,  soQie  gr^at  labor,  noaie 
great  danger.  —  by  uncommou  examples  of  the  mrer 
virtues  and  qualities,  tried  by  an  exiijcnoy  that  o«- 
cnrs  only  at  the  beginning  of  new  epovlie.  the  Bseeu- 
ston  of  new  ilyuaslit'!!  of  dominion  or  liberty,  when 
the  groat  Wll  of  time  sounds  out  auotlier  hour.  1 
mean  an  age  when  extnurdinary  traits  arc  teen,  an 
age  perfiMTiiing  memorable  dwds  whetvby  a  whnle 
people,  wliolv  geiivrjii«>n9(,  art!  niiule  difTer^nt  and 
ma<I«  better.  I  mean  an  ugf.  and  race  to  which  the 
arts  may  go  back,  and  find  real  hiatorieal  formK  and 
grouffs.  Wearing  the  port  and  grace,  ami  guing  *>u  tlie 
errand  of  demi-gods,  —  an  age  far  off.  on  wliose 
moral  lamlscapf  tlie  poet'H  eye  may  light,  iiml  repro- 
duce a  grandeur  imd  beauty  Klutcly  wild  elernidt 
tniiiticending  that  of  ouvan  in  »torni  or  at  jmaco.  or 
of  niouniaiuM,  staying  as  with  a  ebann  the  morning 
star  in  ]i\f  »ievp  tjourse,  or  the  twilight  of  a  Mtim- 
nier'a  day,  or  voiee  of  solemn  bini,  —  an  age  "doc- 
trinal and  exemjilary,"  from  xvlMirie  peraoungeti,  and 
from  whoee  actions,  the  omtor  may  bring  away  an 
incident  or  a  thought  that  ahall  kindle  a  lire  in  ten 
Uiouiiand  hearts.,  as  on  altars  to  tlieir  country's  glory ; 
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nnil  to  wliioli  tile  discouraged  toitolicn)  of  putriotUm 
ami  uiontlily  to  coiTiij)t«.'(l  and  vxpiriiig  Stnl«»  may 
i-esjorl  IVir  exnmpU-it  Iimw  l(i  live  and  liow  to  di«. 

You  »e«,  then,  that  certain  peculiar  condition:!  and 
elemeuts  iDu»t  meet  to  uiiiki;  a  hiToic  petii^l  and  a 
heroic  race-  You  might  call,  without  violence,  the 
men  who  brought  on  and  went  through  the  war  of 
Independence,  or  fi-ll  on  the  high  places  of  its  lieUW 
— you  might  call  tliem  and  their  times  hei-oic.  Hut 
you  would  not  bo  describe  the  half-dozen  years  from 
the  peace  to  the  Constitution,  nor  the  wise  men  who 
framed  tliat  writiug,  nor  the  particular  generation 
that  had  the  sagacity  and  the  tone  to  adopt  it.  Yet 
was  this  a  grander  aeliicvement  than  many  a  York- 
town,  many  a  Saratoga,  many  a  Eutuw  t>|jriiigs ;  and 
tliis,  too,  in  :<onie  jn.tt  «en»u  wn»  tlie  beginning  of  a 
uatiunal  experience.  To  justify  the  application  of 
tlii^i  epithet,  there  mu.-st  ho  in  it  vumewhul  in  the 
general  character  of  a  period,  and  the  diaracter  and 
fortune*  of  it«  aetors,  to  warm  the  imagination  and 
to  touch  the  heart.  There  mtLst,  Ihcretoi-e,  be  xonie 
of  the  impre.<iive  forma  of  danger  there  ;  there  muttt 
be  the  reality  of  suffering,  borne  with  the  dignity  of 
an  nnvanquished  houI  ;  there  must  he  pity  and  ten-or 
in  the  epic,  as  in  the  tragic  volume  ;  thei'e  must  he  a 
great  cause,  acting  on  a  conspicuous  stage,  or  swell- 
ing towards  an  imperial  consummation ;  some  great 
interest  of  humanity  must  be  pleading  there  o»  fields 
of  battle,  or  In  the  desert,  or  on  the'seal 

When  these  cunstituctits.  or  such  as  ihcKC,  concur, 
thcie  is  a  heroic  time  and  race.  Other  things  are  of 
Ismail  account.  It  may  be  an  age  of  ru<le  manners. 
Prominent  men  may  cook  their  own  euppera,  like 
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Acliille«,  yet  how  many  millions  of  imngiitationK, 
bCKitlfS  Alexaiitler's,  liave  treiiihliMl  at  bi*  angi*r, 
Bhuddered  at  his  revenge,  sorn>v<,-d  wilh  his  grich, 
kindled  witli  liiit  passion  of  glory,  ni«lted  oa  lio  tnriis 
gently  and  kindly  from  the  tean  of  Priaio,  childless, 
or  bereaved  of  bis  dearest  and  Iiravesl  hy  his  un- 
inatclic-d  ann!  —  divine  faces,  like  that  of  Ilwii>  Stand- 
i»h  in  the  picture,  may  look  out,  as  hvrs  tlwro  doctt. 
not  from  the  worst  jmssihk-  hi-ad-itTc«i ;  men  niity 
have  worn  »(ci'^<k-) -crowned  huts,  anil  long,  peculiar 
heards;  they  may  have  Iwen  austere,  formal,  iutoU 
erani ;  lliey  may  have  tlicmseivc^  jiot^'csced  not  one 
ray  of  fancy,  mtl  one  cniotioii  of  tftste,  not  oim  »\i»- 
ceptihiiity  to  the  grace  and  sublimity  that  there  are 
in  nature  and  genius;  yet  may  Itieir  own  tiveit  and 
d«athft  have  been  a  whole  Iliad  in  action,  grander, 
sweeter,  of  more  raonmfnl  pathos,  of  more  purifying 
influences,  than  any  thing  yet  sung  by  old  or  modern 
bard,  in  hall  or  bower.  See.  then,  if  we  can  find  any 
of  the  conxlitiientA  of  such  a  period  In  the  character, 
timL>,  and  fortunes  of  the  Pilgrims. 

"  Plantrttionti."  says  Lord  IWon,  "are  aroongitt 
ancient,  pi-iinitive,  and  liemioal  works."  Itut  he  ii 
thinking  of  ]>lHntation!«  as  they  arc  the  king's  work;!, 
like  I'lirks  or  palaces,  or  Holenin  temples,  or  steatlfast 
pyi-amid.t,  .is  they  show  forth  the  royal  mind,  and 
heighten  the  royal  glory.  We  are  to  seek  the  hero- 
ival  ingredient  in  the  planter  hiniBoIf,  in  the  ends 
for  which  he  set  forth,  the  difficulties  with  which  hv 
ooatended,  the  triumphs  which  he  won,  the  teeming 
harvest  sprung  from  seed  sown  with  hia  lenrs.  And 
we  shall  find  it  there. 

It  would  be  interesting,  if  it  were  possible,  which 
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it  1$  not,  to  piiiisc-  for  a  moment  first,  ftiid  survey  t 
old  KtijilUIi  I'lirilaii  oliamoter,  of  which  the  I'llgriiiw 
were  ft  vaiicty.  Turn  to  the  class  of  which  they 
were  part,  and  conHider  it  well  for  a  minute  in  all 
its  aspects.  I  see  in  it  an  extraordinary  menial  and 
moral  phenomenon.  Many  more  graceful  and  more 
winning  forms  of  the  liumuii  nature  thcro  have  been, 
mtd  are.  and  shall  be.  Mktiv  men,  many  rai^CK,  there 
lire,  have  been,  uiid  shall  be,  of  morc^  genial  disposi- 
tion)!, more  tasteful  ueuomplislimeiit,  a  quicker  eye 
for  ihc  beuniiful  of  art  and  nature ;  le^  disagrce- 
a)ily  a)>:«orl)ed.  Wsn,  gloomily  cai-eful  and  troubled 
about  the  mighty  interests  of  the  spiritual  being  or 
of  the  commonwealth :  wearing  a  more  decorated 
armor  in  battle;  contributing  rooi-e  wit,  more  aong, 
and  heartier  potationa  to  thp  garland  feast  of  life. 
But  where,  in  the  long  series  of  ugcs  that  furnifth  the 
matter  of  history,  was  there  ever  one — where  one 
—  better  fitted  by  tlic  possession  of  the  highest  traita 
of  man  to  do  tho  noblest  work  of  man. — better 
fltt4^d  to  conisumniate  and  establish  tho  Reformation, 
save  the  Ktiglisli  cun^tilutiou  at  iU  lust  gasp  from 
the  fate  of  all  other  Kiiropenn  constitutions,  and  pre- 
pare, on  thi>  granite  and  iced  mountain-«ummitK  of 
the  New  World,  a  still  safer  rest,  for  a  still  better 
liberty? 

I  can  still  less  pause  to  trace  the  history  of  tltme 
men  as  a  bmly,  or  even  to  enumerate  the  saoceHsioa 
of  influences — tlie  spirit  of  the  Keformation  witliin, 
two  hundred  years  of  civil  and  spiritual  tyranny 
without  —  which,  between  tbe  preaehing  of  Wick- 
liffe  and  the  acc«tision  of  James  I.,  bad  elalwruted 
them  out  of  the  general  mind  of  England ;  had  at- 
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traded  to  their  ranks  so  much  of  vhat  wan  wisest 
and  beat  of  their  nntion  and  time  ;  h^d  cut  and 
burned,  as  it  were,  uito  their  natures  the  iron  quality 
of  the  higlier  heroigm, — and  bo  aMomitliithed  them 
for  their  grciit  work  thcfF  and  hvr«.  Tht?  whok- 
«tory  of  the  cause  ittul  llie  t-flfect  is  tohl  in  one  of 
their  own  ilhistratiuuti  a  Iittlo  expiiiidcd  :  "Puritan* 
ism  wiw  [ilaiiled  in  thv  region  of  Mtonii^  and  there 
it  grew.  Hvrayed  thU  way  and  that  hy  a  whirlwind 
of  h!a»t«  all  adveme.  it  went  down  its  roota  below 
frost,  or  drought,  or  the  lied  of  the  avalanche :  ita 
trtink  went  up.  erwt.  gnarled,  seiimed.  not  riven  by 
tho  bolt;  the  evergreen  enfolded  its  branches;  its 
blossom  was  like  to  that  'ensanguined  flower  in- 
scribed vnth  woe.'" 

One  influence  there  was,  however,  I  would  nwrk. 
whose  pcnitaneiit  and  various  ugcuey  on  the  doctrines, 
the  cliAnotcr,  and  the  destinies  of  I'nnlnnism,  is 
among  tlie  most  striking  things  in  the  wholt-  history 
of  opinion.  I  nivun  itH  contact  with  the  republican 
reformets  of  the  continent,  and  particukrly  with 
those  of  fleneva. 

la  all  its  Ettnge)!.  certainly  down  to  the  peace  of 
Westphalia,  in  164^.  all  the  dii>cii»Ies  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, wherever  tliey  lived,  were  in  some  sense  a  sin- 
^e  brotherhood,  whom  diversity  of  speech,  hostility 
of  govcnmients.  and  remoteness  of  place,  could  not 
wholly  keep  apart.  Locnl  porseculioiis  drew  the  tie 
closer.  In  the  roigu  of  Mary,  from  tftHH  to  155S,  a 
thousand  Ie;inif(l  Knglishmen  fli'd  finin  the  ritnke  at 
boto«,  to  the  hiippier  stati-s  of  coulinentnl  I'oitestan;- 
Jun.  Of  tbt'w,  giviit  niimhen»  (1  know  not  how  many) 
eatue  to  Geneva.     Th«re  they  awaited  tlie  death  of 


d 


84 


TOR  AQK  OV  TIIK 


llie  Queen ;  hiiiI   tlicu,  sooner  or  later,  but  id  the 
time  rif  HH3!itl)et]t,  wtrnt  lack  to  Englnm). 

I  oHoribe  to  Mint  five  yuitr»  in  (<viu-va  an  influence 
which  liaH  changed  the  liistoi-j*  of  the  world.  I  Heeni 
to  myself  to  trace  to  it,  as  »n  influence  on  the  Eng- 
lish race,  a  new  theology;  new  politics:  another 
tone  of  clmmcter ;  the  opening  of  another  era  of 
time  and  of  liberty.  I  seem  to  iny&cif  to  trace  to  it 
the  great  tivil  war  of  Eugiaiid  ;  the  Ilepublican  Cim- 
Rtitutiun  framed  in  the  cabin  of  The  Majllowcr;  the 
divinity  of  .Iiinatlian  Edwuni'^ ;  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill ;  the  Independence  of  America.  In  tliat  brief 
season,  English  I'uritaniitm  wa^  changed  fundament- 
ally, and  for  ever.  Why  should  we  think  this  extraoi-- 
dinary  ?  There  are  times  when  w  hole  j  ears  paaa 
over  the  head  of  a  man,  and  work  no  change  of  mind 
at  all.  There  are  others  again,  when,  in  an  hour, 
old  things  pass  away,  and  all  thhigs  become  new  I 
A  veree  of  the  Bible ;  a  glorious  Une  of  some  old 
poet,  dead  a  thousand  years  before;  the  now-made 
grave  of  u  child;  a  friend  killed  by  a  thnnder<holt ; 
some  siiigle,  more  intolerable  pang  of  despised  ]ov«  ; 
some  more  intolerable  aot  of  "  the  oppressor's  wrong, 
the  proud  man's  eontnmely ;  "  a  gleam  of  rarer  beauty 
on  a  lake,  or  in  the  sky  ;  something  nlighter  than  the 
fall  of  a  leaf,  or  a  bird'asong  on  the  shore,  —  trans- 
fonini  him  as  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  When, 
before  or  since,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  was  the 
hnman  character  subjected  to  an  accumulation  of 
agents  so  lilted  to  create  it  all  anew  as  those  which 
enconipattsed  the  English  exiles  at  Geneva? 

I  do  not  make  much  account  iu  this  of  the  mate- 
rial grandeur  and  beauty  wliieh  burst  on  their  aaton- 
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tslipd  )ieni-cs  thi-n.-,  as  around  tlio  w>Utii<lc  of  i'fttnios, 
—  ulthougli  I  nuiiiot  iNiy  tlmt  I  know,  or  th«l  An}"* 
Ihk))'  knows,  lliat  llirsu  iiiiiuiilitin  siimiiiit^.  nsceiidiiig, 
"  fmiii  tlifir  silent  son  of  pines.''  liiglii-r  ttiitii  tbe 
thunder  cloud,  repoxiag  nmoiig  ihoir  encircling  &lar», 
while  the  storm  sweejis  by  bt^low,  before  whifh 
na\-ied,  foreste,  the  cHthe<lral  tombs  of  kingt;.  go 
down,  all  on  fire  with  the  riiung  and  deiiceuding 
glory  of  the  Kiin,  wuimng  hi»  ruvfi  ae  H  crown,  un- 
changed, uiiM.'Mk-d;  llie  contnislfd  Iiike;  Uic  nrrowy 
Itlioiiu  and  all  lun  kindled  torrents;  the  tin i bosomed 
city.  —  1  cannot  say  that,  these  things  have  no  power 
to  touch  and  fa.ttiion  the  nature  of  man.  I  eannut 
say  that  in  tbe  leisure  of  exile  a  cultivated  and  pious 
mind,  u|>cncd.  softened,  tinged  with  a  long  sorrow, 
haunteil  by  a  hrouding  apprehension,  perplexed  by 
niystenous  provldencc-tt,  waiting  for  tbe  unravelling  uf 
tilt-  awful  di-auiii  in  Kngland,  —  ii  mind,  if  isutb  thore 
were.  like  I<uther't<,  like  Milton'.-*,  like  Zwingle's, — 
might  not  find  itself  stayed  and  Miothed,  and  ean-ied 
upward,  at  some  evening  hour,  by  these  great  sym- 
bols of  a  duration  without  an  end,  and  a  Ibrone 
above  the  sky.  I  cannot  say  that  such  an  impression 
might  not  be  docpcncd  by  a  renewed  view,  until 
the  outward  glory  rvpruducud  itself  in  the  inward 
strength ;  or  unlil 

"  Till-  ilitating  BDol,  Irnivripl.  trannftitcd, 
Intv  thi-  mtclit;  riiioti  pngtine  there. 
Ai  ill  lirr  n*lunil  firm.  tHi-llcil  tasl  to  hcaTcn." 

Nobofly  can  say  that.  - 

It  La  of  the  mnml  ngeut»  of  Ghaiigi>  that  I  would 
speak.  I  l>a*i  over  tbe  theology  wbloii  tbey  learned 
tbero,  lo  remark  on  tbe  politico  which  they  learned. 
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Tlu-  iiMyliim  into  wliidt  thoy  hnd  been  admitted,  the 
city  wliii,'h  luu!  opened  its  arms  to  pioii*.  It-iirncd 
mci).  batiinheii  liy  ihe  lyranuy  of  an  Kii^lisli  t1irr)ti« 
and  an  EiigHiih  hierarchy,  wa»  a  repiililic.  In  tho 
giant  hand  of  giiardifin  mountains,  on  the  bankft  of 
u  lake  lovelier  than  a  dream  of  the  Fairy  Land,  in 
u  valley  which  might  secin  hollowed  out  to  enclose 
the  last  home  of  libcrly,  there  smiled  an  indepciid- 
fiit,  peaceful,  la\v-ubi<linj;.  well-governed,  and  pros- 
pcromt  conimoiiwealth.  'Hutu  was  a  staU;  without 
king  or  nobler ;  there  was  a  church  without  u  b)»hap ; 
there  wan  a  people  governed  by  gravt-  niagi^lratcx 
which  it  had  .selected,  and  equal  law8  which  it  had 
framed.  And  to  the  eye  of  these  exilea,  bruised  and 
pierced  through  by  the  accumulated  oppressions  of 
a  civil  and  spiritual  tyranny,  to  whom  there  cam© 
tidiugs  every  day  from  Kngiund  that  another  vietim 
hud  been  struck  down,  on  whoso  still  dejir  home  in 
the  sea  every  day  a  gloomier  shadow  suemed  to  fall 
from  the  frowning  heights  of  power,  was  not  that 
republic  the  brightest  image  in  the  whole  transcend- 
ent KceneV  Do  yon  doubt  tliat  ihcy  turned  from 
Alpine  beauty  and  Aljiine  grandeur,  to  look  with  a 
loftier  emotion,  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  on 
Uie  serene,  unveiled  statue  of  elas&ical  Liberty?  Do 
you  not  think  tJmt  this  spectacle,  in  these  circum- 
stances, prompted  in  such  nitnds  pregnant  doubts, 
daiing  hopes,  new  idoas.  thoughts  that  wake  to  per- 
ish never,  doubt«,  hopes,  ideas,  thoughts,  of  which 
M  new  age  is  born?  Was  it  not  then  and  there  that 
the  dream  of  republican  liberty  —  a  dream  to  be 
realized  somewhere,  ])erliap»  in  England,  perhaps  in 
some  region  of  the  Westeni  sun  —  first  mingled  it- 
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self  with  the  general  iropnlncs,  the  garuerecl  bopea. 
of  ihe  Heformation?  Was  that  dream  erer  let  go, 
donii  to  the  morning  of  that  day  when  ttie  Pilgnmifl 
met  in  the  cabin  of  tlieir  ehsttered  Iwirk.  and  there. 
Bft  flbe  rose  full  on  the  fitL-ru  New  En^lfind  eon,  and 
tJie  v(>i<:es  of  the  NovembtT  forvst  ning  through  her 
torn  lopitiiist  rigging,  subi^c-ribed  the-  tintt  repiihlicun 
conMliluliiin  of  thi-  Ximv  World?  I  confevs  myself 
of  tht;  opinion  of  tli<n(«  wlio  trace  to  thii*  Fipot  and 
tliat  time  lh«  Kopuhlicaniton  of  the  Puritanii.  I  do 
notsapposei  of  coui-He,  that  they  went  back  wilh  the 
fonnal  design  to  eluuige  the  government  of  Eng- 
land. The  coutestH  and  ttio  progress  of  seven^ 
years  more  were  re<]iiired  t<i  niuttirt-  and  nniltze  so 
VMt  a  cont^ei'tion  aa  that.  I  do  not  supixi»e,  either, 
that  learned  men  —  Htudents  of  antiquity,  the  read- 
eK  of  Aristotle  and  Tliucydidcit  and  Cicero,  the  con- 
temporarios  of  Buuluinan,  tht;  frtind^  of  h'm  friend. 
John  Knox>~nce<]ed  to  go  to  Gc^nova  to  acquire 
the  tdoa  of  a  vommonwe-iltlt.  lint  there  lhr;y  naw 
the  problem  itolved.  Popular  government  was  poa- 
sible.  Tlw  ancient  prudence  and  the  modem,  the 
noble  and  free  genius  of  the  old  Paguntsm  and  the 
Chriatianitj'  of  the  Keformation,  law  and  liberty, 
might  be  harmoniously  blended  in  living  systems. 
This  experiencv  ihey  never  forgot. 

I  roiifvtiA,  too,  tlial  I  lovi-  to  trace  the  pcdigrt'o  of 
jur  huuMthuitic  liberty,  thus  liatrkwardi*  tbi-oiigh 
Switzerland,  to  it«  native  land  of  Gi-eeoe.  I  think 
iti'ii  thu  true  line  of  auoi^essionf  down  which  it  has 
been  txaniunitted.  There  was  a  liberty  which  the 
Puritana  found,  kept,  and  improved  in  England. 
They  would  have  changed  it,  and  were  not  able. 
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But  Unit  was  a  kiml  whic;li  admitteit  and  clemnnded 
im  iuequiility  uf  many  ;  u  suburdiimtion  of  ranks ;  a 
fuviirud  vUlcat  KOii  :  llt<;  lUicciidhii;  urdors  of  u  hio- 
nu'cliy;  Uiu  va»t  iiitd  ooii«taut  jtrossun-  of  a  itupcr- 
iiu'iiiiibeiil  uruwii.  It  was  lliv  lilierty  of  feudiilisin. 
It  «a»  tli«  liberty  of  a  UmiU-d  nioiinrcliy,  ovei- 
Uang  and  shaded  by  the  itupiiNiiit;  arcliitvuturc  of 
gR-at  antAgoriUtic  i-letiictit«  of  tbo  sl^tv.  Siich 
u~a»  not  llic!  form  of  libei'ty  wliich  our  fathere 
brought  vith  them.  Allowing,  of  course,  for  that 
anomalous  tie  which  connected  them  with  the  Eng- 
lish crown  three  thousand  mites  off,  it  was  repub- 
licun  freedom,  us  perfect  the  moment  they  stepped 
oil  thv  roek  «S  it  is  to-tlay.  It  had  not  been  all 
boni  in  the  woods  of  Germany:  by  the  Elbe  or 
Kyder;  or  the  plains  of  Knnnyiticde.  It  was  tho 
child  of  other  climes  and  days.  It  ^pran^  lo  life  in 
Greece.  It  gilded  next  the  early  and  tJie  mid<lle 
Age  of  Italy.  It  then  reposed  in  the  hallowed  breast 
nf  the  Alps.  It  descended  at  length  on  the  iron- 
bound  coaAt  of  New  England,  and  set  the  Htom  of 
glory  there.  At  every  stage  of  its  course,  at  every 
ioHi>peaniti(;e,  it  was  guarded  by  some  new  security  ; 
it  was  embodied  iu  sonic  new  clement  of  order ;  It 
was  fertile  in  some  larger  good  ;  it  glowed  with  a 
mure  exceeding  beauty.  Speed  its  way  ;  perfect  it« 
nature  - 

"Tnkc,  Freodom  I  i«ke  Ihy  nidjani  round. 
Wlii'd  ditnnipd  ri'vivu.  ulicn  loit  rvlurn, 
Till  not  n  (lirini-  lliroiigli  vnrili  be  found 
On  which  Ihy  gloria  almil  not  burn." 

Thua  were  laid  the  foundations  of  tlie  mind  and 
character    of     Puritaniiuu.      ThuSi,    alowly,   by    th« 
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breath  of  ihu  spirit  of  thv  ag«,  by  ibe  influence  of 
un<]i>fiU-<]  rcligiou,  by  frL-cilom  of  the  soul,  by  much 
tribtiliilinii,  by  u  wi<!cr  itwrvey  of  man,  nature,  and 
hnman  life,  it  wan  trained  to  it«  work  of  securing 
and  imprnving  the  libei-ty  of  Ktigland,  and  giving 
to  Atu«ri<.'a  a  bi'tter  liberty  of  her  own.  Its  day 
ox'cp  and  Us  duly  done,  il  was  resolved  into  its  ele- 
ments, and  disappeared  among  the  common  formn 
of  humanity,  apart  from  whif^h  it  had  actt^d  and 
suffvrvd,  above  which  it  had  to  move,  out  of  which 
by  *  lon^  process  it  had  been  elaborated.  Of  this 
stock  wtTU  tho  Pilgrim  Futliem.  '11  icy  came  of 
heroicul  c-umpaiiionMliip.  Wore  their  works  hcroii-jd  ? 
Tlic  planting  of  a  colony  in  a  now  world,  whti^ti 
may  grow,  and  which  docs  grow,  to  a  great  nation, 
whvrv  thcrv  wu«  none  bcfura,  is  intrinsically,  and 
in  the  judgment  of  the  world,  of  thv  largest  order 
of  huiniin  ac:Iiicveiiii-tit.  Of  the  ihief  of  men  arc 
the  evuiUi'/re*  imprriorum.  To  fwuiid  a  state  upon  a 
waste  earth,  wlu-rein  gr^at  numbers  of  hinmm  beings 
may  live  togelhrr,  and  in  successive  gem-rations, 
socially  and  in  pi-aix',  knit  to  one  another  by  the 
innnmeroiis  tics,  light  as  air,  stronger  tJian  links 
of  iron,  which  compose  the  national  existence, — 
whi-rein  tliey  may  helj)  each  other,  and  be  helped  in 
bearing  the  various  lot  of  life.  —  wherein  they  may 
enjoy  and  improve,  and  impart  and  heighten  enjoy- 
ment and  improvement-,  —  wherein  they  may  to- 
gether perform  the  great  social  labors,  may  rochuu 
and  dec-orate  the  earth,  may  disinter  the  trciuiures 
that  grow  beneath  \K»  surface,  may  invent  and  polish 
Uie  arts  of  tiKefulne;«s  and  beauty,  may  perfect  the 
lofUer  «rt«  of  virtue  aad  empjrei  open  and  work  the 
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nclier  mines  of  the  univernal  vnuthful  heart  and 
iiitpllcct,  iinil  spread  out  a  dwelling  for  the  Muse  an 
thc!  glittering  summits  of  Freedom,  —  to  found  such 
a  stale  is  Brat  of  heroical  labors  and  heroical  glories 
To  Iniilil  n  i>vraniid  or  a  harbor,  to  write  an  epic 
poem,  to  foiistriift  a  system  of  the  imivetse,  to  take 
«  city,  tin  grciit,  or  nmy  bo,  but  far  lose  than  this. 

He,  then,  who  sets  ii  colony  on  fof)t,  designs  a  great 
work.  He  denigns  all  the  gtiod,  «nd  all  the  glory,  of 
which,  in  the  Kt;ri)>8  of  ngo^.  it  mnr  he  thc  nieaiiK ; 
and  he  nlinll  be  judged  more  by  the  lofty  ultimate 
aim  and  n^Hiilt  than  hy  the  actual  initlant  motive. 
Toll  may  well  admire,  tlierefore,  the  solemn  and 
adorned  plniisihilities  of  the  colonizing  of  Rome  from 
Tioy,  in  tlie  -l^neid ;  though  the  leader  had  been 
bunted  out  of  house  and  home,  and  could  not  choose 
but  go.  You  may  tind  in  the  flight  of  the  female 
founder  of  the  gloomy  greatness  of  Carthage  a  cer- 
tain epic  interest;  yet  wna  she  running  from  the 
madncHS  of  her  husband,  to  save  her  life.  Kmigiar 
tioiis  from  our  stocked  conimuniti(>s  of  undeillod  men 
and  women.  —  emigriUionK  for  confjuest,  for  gold,  for 
very  restlessnt-BS  of  spirit,  —  if  they  grow  lowunU  uii 
im[ieriiil  issue,  have  all  thus  a  prescriptive  antl  reo- 
ogniKed  ingreiiieiit  of  heroism.  But  when  the  im- 
mediate  motive  is  a^  grand  as  the  ultimate  hope  was 
lofty,  and  the  nliiniiiU-  succesa  splendid,  then,  to  use 
nil  exprejision  of  Haeon's,  "  the  miwic  is  fuller." 

I  dirtttnguiiih,  then,  this  enterprise  of  our  fathers, 
ill  (he  tirtit  place,  by  the  character  of  the  immediate 
motive. 

And  that  was,  first,  a  sense  of  religious  du^. 
They  had  adopted  opinions  in  religion  which  they 
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(iiUv  believ('<)  t)iey  ouglit  lo  |)mf<>Ki.  and  a  mode  of 
public  worship  »d()  ortUnanctfa  which  they  fully 
believed  tJiey  ought  lu  cilisurve.  They  ooiitd  not  do 
M>  ill  Btif^Inud  ;  nnd  they  went  forth  —  man,  woman, 
the  infiml  «t  the  breiist — atjixws  an  ocean  in  winter, 
to  tlnd  a  wiKIi.-rii«iu«  wiieie  ihey  could.  To  the  ex- 
tent of  tliis  motive,  therefore,  they  went  forth  to 
glorify  God.  and  by  obeying  his  nTitt«ii  will,  nod  bis 
will  unwritten,  but  uttered  in  the  voice  ot  ooicscicueu 
oonceniing  the  chief  end  of  niHn. 

It  was  next  a  thirst  fur  frevdum  from  unnecessary 
nstniint,  which  U  tyranny,- — fn-cduin  of  tlie  soul, 
frcudau)  of  lliought,  a  lart;cr  itieM»iire  of  freedom  of 
life,  —  a  thint  which  two  centimes  had  been  kindling, 
a  tJiiret  which  must  be  ^hiki-d,  tliuiit;li  but  from  the 
mountain  Itirn-nt,  though  but  fronidn>[is  falling  from 
th«  Uiunder  cloud,  though  but  from  fountains  lone 
and  far,  and  guarded  im  the  diamond  of  the  desert. 

These  were  the  motives,  —  the  sense  of  duty,  and 
Uw  spirit  of  liberty.  Great  sentiments,  great  in'  man, 
in  imtiiiiis,  "  jiri'^niint  with  celestial  fire!"  —  where- 
withal cuuld  you  rasliiun  a  pei>p!e  for  the  eoiil<.-ntions 
and  honors  and  uses  of  the  im{>erial  state  so  well  as 
by  exactly  lhe--H%  ?  To  what,  rather  than  tliese,  would 
you  wish  to  trace  up  the  first  beatings  of  the  nation's 
heart?  If,  from  tlie  whole  Geld  of  occasion  and 
motive,  you  could  have  selected  the  very  passion,  the 
very  chance,  which  should  begin  your  history,  thu 
very  tcxturo  and  ]>attorii  and  hue  of  the  glory  which 
sliouhl  re»t  on  il«<  tii^t  dayti,  could  you  have  chosen 
80  well  ?  The  senao  of  duty, the  spirit  of  liberty,  not 
prompting  to  vanity  or  luxury  or  dishonest  fame,  to 
gbu«   or   clamor   or  hollow  circumstance   of  being. 
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silent,  iiitfciiso,  «arncst,  of  fiiree  to  walk  Ihmiigh  the 
furnace  of  fire,  yea,  tin?  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  to  open  a  path  amid  thi>  »oa,  to  niiike  tlie 
wil<Ieriie.i9  to  bud  and  bloseom  as  the  rose,  to  turn 
IxK'k  half  a  worUl  in  nrms,  to  fill  tlie  amplest  mctw- 
iiru  of  H  nation's  praiitel 

I  aiu  glad,  then,  tiiat  one  of  our  own  poets  could 
truly  say,  — 

"  Not  luiv  of  ennquMt'*  ini>t«or  baam, 

Nor  dnzxliiiK  nilnrn  ur  tntivy't  ilrt'iuii, 

Nor  uilil  Hdvvniutv'*  Invv  in  rmiiii. 

Ilri>ii)iliC  Irvin  llii^ir  fHthvrn'  Hiidcnt  hornv. 

O'er  IliO  wlile  iii'H,  l)iv  Cililrim  liuRtl" 

I  should  he  glad  of  it,  if  I  vieve  looking  hack  to  the 
past  of  our  history  merely  for  the  moral  picturesque, 

—  if  I  wori;  looking  hank  nu-rfly  to  find  splendid 
moral  scenery,  mountain  elevations,  falls  of  water 
watched  by  the  rainbow  of  sunlight  and  moonlight, 
colosrial  forms,  memorable  deeds,  renown  and  grace 
that  could  not  die,  —  if  I  were  looking  merclylo  find 
materiaU  for  sculpture,  for  pk-tuit',  for  romance, — 
subjrctfifor  I  ho  ballad  by  which  childhood  shall  hosuug 
to  sleep, suhjcets  fur  lln-  liiglicr  niiiii^trclsy  that  nmy  fill 
the  eyo  of  heauty  and  (twell  the  hnnom  of  manhood, 

—  if  I  were  looking  back  for  these  alone,  1  should  lie 
glad  that  the  praise  is  true.  Even  to  such  an  eye, 
the  embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims  and  the  lone  path  of 
The  Mayflower  upon  the  "astonished  sen  "were  a 
grander  hight  than  navies  of  mightiest  admirals  seen 
beneath  the  lifted  clouds  of  hattlu :  grander  than  the 
serried  ranks  of  armed  men  moving  by  tens  of  ihou- 
Kaiids  to  the  music  of  an  unjust  glory.  If  you  take  to 
pieces  and  cai-efully  inspect  all  the  efforts,  all  the  tutu- 
utions,  of  that  moral  sublime  which  gleamii  forth,  here 
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and  thcr«,  in  thclrucortticfeigiietl  imrnitivvof  hnnian 
tilings, — (IcatlM  of  inartvr«,  or  marlyreil  iiatriolit,  or 
IwitH-sinUiehournf  victory,  ruvolulioiii*,  ritformationa, 
self-«aori fleet),  fleltU  l««tt  or  won,  — you  will  linil  nothing 
nol)ler  at  their  source  than  the  niotive»  and  the  hopes 
of  thai  ever-raeinorahle  voyage.  These  motives  nnd 
these  hopes  —  the  snt-red  itentiments  of  duty,  obe- 
dienif;  to  thv  tvill  of  God,  religioua  trust,  tind  the- 
spirit  of  lihorty  —  hitve  inspired,  indeed,  all  the 
hcautit'ul  and  ull  tlit-  ^nind  in  the  history  uf  man. 
The  rest  is  eoniinunpliiuu.  "  The  rest  is  vttnity ;  the 
rest  is  erimc." 

I  dislinguUhi-d  this  enterprise  of  our  fathers,  next, 
by  certain  peeuliaiities  of  trial  which  it  encountered 
And  van(iui«hed  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World. 
You  have  seen  tlie  nohle  spring  of  ctmraeter  and 
motive  from  which  the  current  of  our  iiitUonal  for- 
tunes hut  iHsued  forth.  Vnu  ean  look  around  you 
to-day,  and  see  into  how  hroad  and  deep  a  .ttn^am 
that  current  has  expandoil ;  what  heama  of  the  sun, 
still  climbing  the  eastern  sky,  play  on  itn  surface; 
what  accumulations  of  costly  and  beautiful  things  it 
bears  along;  Uirough  what  valley  of  happiness  and 
rest  it  rolls  towards  some  mightier  sea.  But  turn  for 
a  moment  to  its  earlier  course. 

The  first  generation  of  the  Pilgrims  arrived  in 
1620.  I  suppose  that  within  fifty  years  more  that 
generation  had  wholly  passed  away.  Certainty  it« 
term  of  active  labor  and  responsible  care  had  been 
accomplished.  Looking  to  its  actual  achievements, 
our  fiiiit,  perhaps  our  final,  impulse  is.  not  to  pity,  but 
to  congratulate,  these  ancient  dead  on  the  felicity  and 
the  glory  of  their  lot  on  earth,    lu  that  brief  time. 
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not  Uie  full  age  of  man.  —  in  th«  jeius  of  naUai).t,  in 
tJie  larger  cycles  of  the  race,  less  than  a  moment,— 
Uie  New  Knglnnd  which  to-<laT  we  love,  to  which  our 
hearts  nntravelled  go  hack,  even  fi'om  this  throne  of 
the  American  commercial  world,  —  that  New  England, 
in  her  groutulwork  and  essential  nature,  was  estab- 
lished for  ever  bctwc«n  her  giant  monntains  and  her 
Pspousud  soa.  ThtTB  aln-wly — »_r,  in  The  May- 
liowt-r'a  cabin,  bijforc  they  tct  foot  on  shore  —  wa« 
i«prewtitative  rejuihUcan  government.  There  were 
the  eoni^enial  institutioiis  and  tienLinK-nts  from  whidi 
such  guvernmi-nt  imbibt-s  its  power  of  Vtfv.  Tlienj 
already,  &ide  by  Ride,  were  the  Becuritiea  of  conaer* 
vatism  and  the  germs  of  pi-ogress.  There  already 
were  the  congregational  ehnrch  and  the  free  school ; 
the  trial  byjurp;  the  statutes  of  ditttributions;  juKt 
8o  much  of  the  written  and  unwiitten  reason  of  Kng- 
land  as  might  litly  compose  the  jurisiirudenoe  of 
liberty.  By  a  happy  accident,  or  instinct,  there  al- 
ready was  the  legalized  and  organized  town,  that 
seminary  and  central  point,  and  exempiilication  of 
elementary  demoemey.  Silently  adopted,  everywhere 
anil  ill  all  things  assumed,  penetrating  and  tingeing 
every  thing, —  the  ohurch,  the  government,  law, 
eduoalion,  the  very  »lruelure  of  the  mtnd  itself, — 
wa.s  the  grand  doelrine,  tlint  all  men  are  born  equitl 
and  born  free,  that  they  are  born  to  the  sann!  inhcr- 
itanee  exactly  of  chances  and  of  hopest;  that  every 
child,  on  every  bosom,  of  right  ought  to  be,  equally 
with  every  other,  invited  and  stimulated,  by  every 
social  and  every  political  inlliieuce,  to  strive  for  the 
happiest  life,  tlie  largest  future,  the  most  conspicuous 
i-irtue,  the  fullest  mind,  the  brightest  wreath. 
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Tliere  already  were  all,  or  tliu  chief  witl  liifiluT 
influences,  by  which  cvmes  llic  hi-art  of  u  naiiuii. 
Tliei'o  was  revt-renoc  of  law,  —  "  Our  gtianliaii  nngel, 
and  ourHvi-iigicig  frivml."  Thvi-c  were  Ui«  coiinciU 
of  Uie  »till  veiicrawd  ageii.  There  waa  the  o|)en 
Bible.  There  were  uiarriiige.  bafiLi^in,  the  burial  of 
the  tiead,  the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath-tlay,  the  purity 
of  •  (ii«ter'it  Inve,  a  motlier'a  teara,  a  faUieir's  careful 
brow.  All  these  there  had  been  provided  and  gar- 
nered up.  With  how  much  practical  sagacity  they 
had  been  devised ;  bow  BkilfulJy  aduptcd  to  the 
nature  of  tilings  and  the  iiueds  of  men ;  how  woU 
the  principlu  of  pcraiancncc  liiul  been  hurmuiiized 
with  tJio  principle  uf  progrcMtoii ;  what  difl'usivvtie» 
and  immortulity  of  fiuiic  they  will  insuru,-— we  have 
livcil  liitc  inio\ij;h  to  know.  On  these  wurkif,  legible 
afar  off,  cut  deep  beyoud  the  tooth  of  time,  the  long 
procession  of  the  generations  nhall  iwad  their  names. 

But  wc  should  milts  the  gnuidciit  and  mont  salutary 
lesson  of  our  heroic  age^  we  should  miss  the  best 
pii)of  and  illustration  of  its  heroic  claims,  if  we 
tihould  permit  Ihu  wisdom  with  which  that  genera- 
tion acted  to  hide  from  our  view  the  intensity  and 
dignity  with  which  tht'y  suffi-rcd.  Il  w(t»  theroforo 
tiiat  I  was  about  u>  distinguish  tins  enterptm'.  in  llio 
second  place,  by  eei-lain  [>ceuliarities  of  it^  trials. 

The  general  fact  and  the  niounifnl  detaiU  of  that 
extremity  of  suffering  which'  marked  the  limt  few 
years  from  the  arrival,  you  all  know.  It  is  not  tlie»e 
I  design  to  repitat.  We  have  heard  from  our  mothers' 
lips,  that,  alihotigh  no  man  or  ivoman  or  child  per- 
ished by  the  arrow,  mightier  enemies  eucompiissed 
them  at  the  very  water's  edge.     Of  the  whole  uum- 
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lier  of  one  liuiidro'l,  ono  half  liuiilod  to  die  witliin  a 
year,  —  nltnost  one  half  in  ihe  first  ihn-e  inunlhs, — 
to  die  of  dUeaiie  bronght  on  by  the  privntioiis  iind 
confiii(?nieiil  of  the  voyage,  by  wailitig  to  the  land, 
by  intiuffieient  and  unfit  food  nrid  drt-s^  and  habitii- 
tion,  —  brought  on  thus,  bwt  rendereil  mortal  by 
want  of  that  indiapen»ahle  and  easy  ])ro\'iKion  which 
Christianity,  which  C'iviliaation  everywhere  makes 
for  III!  their  sick.  Once  seven  only  were  left  in 
hcuhh  and  strength  to  attend  on  the  others.  There 
Hiid  thus  they  died.  "  In  a  bnttlc."  said  the  sdmim- 
blu  Hobitison,  writing  from  Leyden  to  th^  survivors 
in  the  June  after  they  landed, — "in  a  battle  it  is 
not  Utokcd  for  hut  that  divers  hIiouUI  die;  it  is 
thought  WL-U  for  a  side,  if  it  gi't  the  victory,  though 
with  tbc  loss  of  divers,  if  not  loo  many  or  too  great." 
Hut  how  sore  u  mortality  in  K-.ss  ihnn  a  year,  almost 
wilhiu  u  fourth  of  that  tiniv,  of  fifty  in  one  hundred  1 
In  a  lHt«  vi»it  to  Plymoutli,  I  sought  the  spot 
wliere  the^  earlier  dead  were  buried.  It  wan  on  a 
bulk,  Miinewhat  elevated,  near,  fronting,  and  looking 
upon  the  waves. — nymhol  of  what  life  liad  been  to 
them,  —  ascending  inland  behind  and  above  the  rock, 
—  symbol  also  of  that  Rock  of  Ages  on  which  the 
dying  Jiad  rested  in  the  final  hour.  A»  tlio  Pilgrims 
found  these  loi^nlities,  you  might  stand  on  that  Imnk 
and  hear  tbc  restless  waters  chafe  and  nii'll  against 
that  st<^>H<Ifiut  base ;  the  unquiet  of  the  world  com* 
powng  itself  at  the  portals  of  the  grave.  There  etr- 
tainly  were  buried  tht-  first  governor,  and  Rose,  the 
wife  of  Miles  f^tAndish.  "  You  will  go  to  them," 
wrote  RobiiiAon  in  the  same  letter  from  which  I  have 
quoted ;  "  hut  they  ahall  not  return  to  you." 
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When  thU  idmrp  calnniity  had  ubntcd,  nnd  before, 
camv  famine.  "I  Wve  sewi,"  waul  Edward  Winnlow, 
"ttlrong  in4>n  Riaggering  ttimiigh  raiiitiidtii  for  wnnt 
of  food."  And  after  tliia,  and  during  all  lliitt,  and 
for  years,  there  brooded  in  every  mind,  not  a  weak 
fear,  but  an  intelligent  apprehension,  (bat  at  any  in- 
stant—  at  midnight,  at  noonday,  at  the  baptiiim,  at 
the  buniil,  in  the  hour  of  pruyor  —  a  foe  more  cntc] 
tbiui  the  grave  might  bU«l  in  an  hour  that  which 
diwiu^«  and  want  had  «o  hardly  k-t  live.  How  they 
bore  all  lhi»,  you  aliw  know.  One  fact  suffices. 
When  in  .\pril  The  MayHower  .tiuled  for  Kngland, 
not  one  Pilgrim  wa«  found  to  go. 

The  peculiarity  which  haa  seemed  to  me  to  diittin- 
gnUh  these  trialu  of  the  I'ilgrim  Age  from  thooe, 
from  the  chief  of  those,  which  the  general  voieo  of 
literature  has  concurred  to  glorify  as  the  trials  of 
hcnLHsm  ;  the  pcctiliurity  which  gives  to  these,  and 
such  as  these,  the  uttrihiitcs  of  a  truer  heroism,  is 
this,  —  that  thin'  had  to  meet  them  on  what  was  then 
an  hunihle.  oliHcure,  and  dmldiit  attige  ;  with  no  nu- 
merous audience  to  look  on  and  applaud,  and  caitt 
ltd  wreaths  on  the  fainting  brow  of  him  whose  life 
was  rushing  with  his  blood,  and  unsustained  by  a 
singlv  one  of  those  stronger  and  more  stimulating 
ami  inipnisive  [Missions  and  aims  and  sentiments, 
whieh  aitry  a  soldier  t^>  his  grave  of  honor  as  joyfully 
aa  to  the  bridal  bed.  Where  were  the  Pilgrims  while 
in  thi«  furnace  of  afBiction  ?  Who  saw  and  cared  for 
them?  A  hundred  persons,  undeKtood  to  be  Lol- 
lards, or  Precisians,  or  Puritans,  or  Brownists,  had 
sailed  away  some  three  thousand  miles,  to  arrive  on 
«  winter's  coast,  in  order  to  be  where  they  could 
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liear  a  duih  itretich  without  u  swrpUire !  Tliat  wiw 
jUHt  nlfuut  all.  Eii;;Ianil,  or  tliu  wIn>U'  world  of  civili- 
zfllioii,  ut  fiist  knew,  or  troubled  ilnclf  to  believe, 
about  the  initttfr.  If  every  one  had  died  of  lung 
fever,  or  starved  to  death,  or  fallen  by  the  tomahawk, 
tliat  first  winter,  ami  The  Mayflower  had  carriiwl 
tliu  III.-WS,  I  wonder  bow  many  of  even  tlic  bc«t  in 
Kiigtaiid  —  the  nccomplishod,  (he  be'iiutiful,  the  di*- 
tiIlglli.^lled,  (he  wi»c  —  woiihl  have  heaiil  of  it.  A 
heart,  or  more  than  one,  in  Leydeii,  would  have 
broken;  and  that  bad  been  all.  I  wonder  if  King 
JiLiues  would  have  cri<;d  aH  heartily  as  in  the  "  For- 
.  tuuea  of  Nigel "  he  does  in  anticipation  of  his  ott-n 
dtrath  and  tlie  sorrow  of  his  subjects !  I  wondiT  whxt 
in  a  Iftior  day  the  author  of  "  Hudibras "  and  the 
author  of  the  "Ilind  and  Panther"  would  Imre 
found  to  eay  about  it,  for  th«  wits  of  Chnrlos  ibo 
Seeond'ft  court.  WIml  did  anybody  even  in  Puritan 
England  know  of  thciM  I'ilgrintit?  Tliey  had  been 
fourteen  yean  in  Holland;  Kngltnh  Puritanism  was 
taking  care  of  itself!  They  were  alone  on  the  earth ; 
and  there  tliey  stood  directly,  and  only,  in  their  great 
Taskmaster's  eye.  Unlike  even  the  martyrs,  around 
whose  nsconding  chariot^wheels  and  hor««s  of  fire. 
oangregation»  might  come  to  symiialhiEe,  and  bohl 
blasphemers  to  he  defi<.'d  and  tilrickpn  with  awf, — 
these  were  all  alone.  Those  two  ranges  of  small 
houwl!^  not  over  ten  in  all.  with  oil  paper  for  win- 
dows; that  ship.  Tho  Mayflower,  riding  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile,  —  lhe«e  were  everj-  incniorial  and 
trace  of  friendly  eivilixalioii  in  New  England.  Pri- 
meval toTv^Ui,  a  winter  itca,  a  winter  sky,  enclosed 
them  about,  and  shut  out  every  approving  and  every 
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Bj^npathiKlng  eye  of  man  I  To  play  the  part  of  hero- 
ism on  its  high  plnc«s  is  not  iliHic-utt.  To  do  it  alone, 
08  Kcciiig  Mini  who  i^  tiivisiblu,  wiut  the  gigimtiu 
achievement  of  otir  nge  and  our  meo  of  tieroiiim. 

I  have  itaiil.  too,  that  a  peciiharily  in  thfir  triul 
was,  tliat  they  were  unanslained  altogether  by  every 
one  of  the  passions  aims.  stioiuUiits.  and  exoita- 
tioiu,  —  tlio  angor.  the  revenge,  the  hate,  the  pride, 
ttie  awakened  drejidful  thirst  of  blood,  the  consum- 
ing love  of  glory,  that  huni,  m  in  volcanic  isles,  in 
the  hi^ai't  of  a  mere  Deonlarixed  heroiitni.  Not  onu 
of  all  these  akis  did,  or  could,  come  in  iiae  for  them 
at  all.  Their  character  and  their  situation,  hoth. 
excluded  them.  Their  enemies  were  disease,  walking 
in  darkness  nnd  wasting  at  noonday  ;  famine  whieh, 
more  than  all  other  cnlnmity,  lion's  the  spirit  of  man, 
and  teuvhes  him  what  he  is;  the  wilileniess;  spirit' 
ual  foe»  in  the  high  places  of  the  unseen  world. 
Kven  when  tin-  tlmt  Indian  was  killed, —  in  pre»enee 
of  which  enemy,  let  me  tiay,  not  one  ever  quailed. — 
the  exclamation  of  Itobinson  was.  "  Oh,  that  you  had 
converted  some,  hefore  you  had  killed  any ! " 

Now,  I  sny,  the  heroism  which  in  a  great  cause 
0(in  look  nil  the  more  terrible  ills  that  Hei-Ii  is  heir 
to  cutmly  in  the  fnoc,  and  <.'«■■  trend  them  out  as 
sparks  under  it«  feet  without  Ihei^e  aidii,  is  at  lea«t 
a*  lof'lv  II  quality  a*  that  which  cannot.  To  my  eye, 
an  I  look  hack,  it  looniii  on  the  shores  of  the  past 
with  a  more  towering  grandeur.  It  seems  to  me  to 
speak  from  our  far  ancestral  life,  a  higher  lesson,  to 
a  nobler  nature  ;  certainly  it  is  tJie  rarer  and  more 
diiBeult  species.  If  one  were  culled  on  to  selvcl  the 
more  glittering  of  the  instances  of  mililury  heroism 
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to  wbiuh  the  otlminitjun  of  tlie  world  bus  been  most 
attriicted,  he  would  inak«  cliuicc,  I  imiiLpne,  of  the 
iustuiicc  uf  that  (li-i({)ci'atc  vulur,  with  wliicb.  ui 
ubvdivuce  to  tiiv  liiws,  Leoiiidiw  and  his  tbrro  liuii- 
lired  8pitrt»[iit.  east  tlnjitiwlvy,-*  lieiullotig  at  the  pa:>si-s 
of  Oifeee  on  the  inyiiitdit  of  their  Persian  invadew. 
From  the  tuaiple  page  of  Herodotus,  longer  than 
from  the  Amphictyoiiic  moiiuiDent.  or  ihe  games  of 
the  commemoration,  that  act  epeaks  &lill  to  the  tears 
and  praise  of  all  Uie  world.  Yot  I  agree  with  a  lute 
brilliiiiit  writvr  in  his  speculation  on  thv  probable 
fudiiigM  of  that  devoted  baud,  left  alone,  or  waiting, 
till  day  should  hix^tik,  the  approach  of  n  t^-rtnin  doalh 
in  tiiatiiolirai')'  delilc.  "'Hieir  eiilhusiiiiiu],  and  that 
rigid  and  Spartan  spirit  which  hud  made  all  tieD  sub- 
servient lo  olx;dienci^  to  tbi;  Uw,  all  uxcit«mcnt  tatne 
to  that  of  bulile,  all  pli-asiires  dull  to  the  tint iuipat ion 
of  glor>%  probalily  ri-ndfred  the  hour  pri^reding  death 
the  inoat  enviable  of  their  liven.  They  might  have 
exulted  in  t)ie  same  elevating  fanaticinm  which  disi- 
tinguiHhed  afterwards  the  followei's  of  Mahomet,  and 
have  Been  that  opening  paradise  in  inimortalily  bo- 
low,  which  tlie  Musleniin  beheld  in  anticipiiliun 
above."  Judge  if  it  wore  not  so.  Judge  if  a  monj 
decorated  and  conspieuoiw  stage  was  ever  erecte*! 
for  the  tnuisaetion  of  a  deed  of  fame.  Everj-  eye 
in  Oi-eooe ;  every  eye  throughout  the  world  of  civi- 
lization,—  throughout  even  the  civilized  and  bar- 
baric Kast.  —  was  felt  to  ho  turned  directly  on  the 
playing  of  tli;it,  brief  part.  There  passed  round  that 
narrow  circle  in  the  tent,  the  stem,  warning  image  of 
Sparta,  pointing  to  their  shields  and  saying,  "With 
these    to-morrow,   or   upon  them ! "      Consider   that 


THE    HEROIC  PEBiai)  OF  Ol'R  HISTORY.      101 


tb«  on«  conocnlmted  Rud'ttlinfirvhi-iisivo  sentiment, 
graven  on  thttir  HnuLt  as  hy  fiiV-nml  l>y  )fl«cl ;  by  nil 
the  infliiPnct!!)  of  their  wluile  IiJe;^'llH}  motlicr'ti 
lipa;  by  the  fiither'o  example;  by 't}>'p"'_law ;  by  ven- 
eratfcl  nrIi}poua  ritea;  by  public  upmion  AtJx>ng 
«-iiouf;li  to  chiiiigc  the  moral  qualities  ot' thiags ;  by 
the  whult!  fiiiihiun  und  nuture  of  SpHrtan'-culture, 
wsH  thin:  8<:ek  tirat,  fcuk  lusl,  twrck  alwayil;--il|e 
glorj-  of  cniif|Ufi-)ng  or  fulling  Oil  a  wolUfoiight  field.  ■ 
Judge  if  that  iii^ht.  a»  tlivy  w»tch«d  llttj  dawn  of 
the  last  morning  their  e\e»  could  ever  8C# ;  as  they 
heani  with  every  paiuting  hour  the  bum  of  the  in- 
vading boat,  his  duAky  lines  8tret*-hed  out  without 
end,  Btid  now  almost  encircling  them  around ;  as 
they  ivmemltered  their  unprofanod  home,  dty  of 
heroes  aud  of  the  mothers  of  hei-oes ;  judge  if 
watching  there  in  the  gateway  of  Greece,  this  »en- 
liintnt  dill  not  grow  to  the  nuturv  of  nmdiic^ss;  if 
it  dill  niL>l  run  in  lori-cut»  of  liteml  Hi-*?  tu  »iid  from 
the  laboring  heart.  When  morning  eanie  and  passed, 
and  they  had  dre»^  their  long  locks,  and  when  at 
noou  the  countless  and  glittering  throng  was  seen  at 
last  to  move,  was  it  not  with  rapture,  as  if  all  the 
enjoyment  of  nil  the  seusntions  of  life  was  in  that 
one  moment,  that  they  cast  themselves,  nnth  the 
fierce  gladness  of  mountain  torrents,  on  that  brief 
revelry  of  glory  ? 

I  acknowledge  tbe  splendor  of  tliat  tiansaetion  in 
nil  it«  aspects.  I  admit  its  morality,  too,  and  its 
useful  influence  on  every  Grecian  heart,  in  that  her 
great  erisiit.  And  yd  do  you  not  think.  Iliat  whoso 
could  by  adequate  descriplion  bring  before  you  that 
firet  winter  of  the  Pilgrims ;  its  brief  8unithine ;  the 
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nighl«  of  storms  tilow*,w'«""'g  ■  ^^  damp  or  icy  krealii 
felt  oil  ihe  pillow  (tl  Ihe  (lying  ;  its  tk'atitution  ;  iu 
Gontrasta  with  jill  llWir  fonii«;r  experience  of  life  ;  its 
inaiilatinii  atfJi.  iiltei'  lonfiliues^;  its  denUi-btsU  anil 
burials;  iiHiiieiuories;  itti  appreheiiHioiis  ;  ittt  liope^*; 
th«  consultations  of  the  prudent ;  the  prayers  of  the 
pie«| :  the  occaHioiiul  bymn  whifb  may  have  sootJied 
I  lit-  spirit  of  Lullier.  in  which  the  strong  heart  threw 

*.*  vff  it^  burthen  <in(l  iisst'rt«<i  its  unTttiiqui«he(l  nature; 

■  •  do  you  not  thitik  lli;it  whoso  could  describe  them 
cMbnIy  waiting  in  that  defile,  lonelier  and  dftrker 
than  Theininjiylio,  for  n  niorniiig  that  might  never 
dawn,  or  might  show  them  when  it  did,  a  mightier 
arm  than  the  Persian,  raised  as  in  act  to  strike, 
would  ho  not  sketch  a  scene  of  more  difficult  and 
rurcr  hcroiiin],  —  u  Kccne.  u«  Wordsworth  hjLS  said, 
"  Melancholy,  yea  dutmal,  yvt  consolatory  and  full 
of  joy," — a  scene  even  butler  fittwd  than  that  to 
succor,  to  exalt,  to  lead  the  forlorn  hopes  of  all  great 
catwea  till  time  shall  be  no  more? 

1  can  seem  to  see.  as  that  hard  and  dark  season 
was  passing  away,  a  diminished  procession  of  thcMj 
Pilgrims  following  another,  dearly  loved  and  ritwly 
dead,  to  that  bank  of  graves,  and  pauMiig  sadly 
there  before  they  shall  turn  away  to  see  that  face 
no  more.     In  full  view  from  that  spot  is  The  May- 

.  flower  still  riding  at  her  anchor,  but  to  sail  in  a  few 
days  more  for  England,  leaving  them  alone,  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead,  to  the  weal  or  woe  of  Uieir  new 
home.  I  cannot  say  what  wan  tJie  entire  emotion  of 
that  moment  and  that  scene ;  but  the  tones  of  the 
venemted  elder's  voice,  an  tbey  gathered  round  him, 
were  full  of  cheerful  trust,  and  they  went  to  hearts 
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u  Doble  as  bis  own.  **  Thin  spot,"  be  might  say, 
"this  lino  of  shurv,  }'«u.  tlii»  wholu  1hu(I,  (^tuws 
deurer  duity.  wure  it  only  for  the  pi'vcioiu*  diut 
which  \vc  hnvv  cuinctiilted  to  its  boBOtu.  I  would 
Bleep  here  iiiid  have  my  own  hnur  come,  ratht-r  than 
elsewhere,  with  tlinse  who  shared  with  us  in  our 
exceeding  labors,  whose  burdenii  are  now  unlooeod 
for  ever.  I  would  be  near  them  in  the  hist  day,  and 
have  a  part  in  their  r«surrcetiun.  And  now,"  he 
proceeded,  "  let  ux  go  from  the  side  of  the  grave  to 
work  with  all  our  might  that  which  we  have  to  do. 
It  is  on  my  mind  that  our  night  uf  Kurrow  is  well- 
nigh  ended,  and  that  the  joy  of  our  morning  U  nt 
hand.  The  breath  of  the  pleasant  ftouth-west  is 
here,  and  tiie  singing  of  blrrL*.  The  »ore  iiickne;<3 
ia  stayed;  somewhat  more  than  half  our  number 
still  tomain  ;  and  among  thee«  eome  of  our  best  and 
wisest,  though  others  are  fallen  on  sleep.  Matter 
of  joy  nnd  thanksgiving  it  is,  that  among  you  all, 
the  living  and  the  dead,  I  know  not  one,  even  when 
dii*«a.<<(-  IukI  tonvhi-d  him,  and  sharp  grief  had  made 
his  heart  as  a  little  child's,  who  desii-ed,  yea,  who 
could  have  been  cntrealvd,  to  go  back  U>  Kngland 
by  yonder  ship.  I'hiiniy  in  it  Ood'«  will  that  we 
etand  or  fall  here,  All  Hia  providences  these  hun- 
dn!<l  years  declare  it  as  with  beams  of  the  sun.  Did 
lie  not  set  Itis  bow  io  the  cloudi)  in  that  bitterest 
hour  of  our  embarking,  and  build  Hiti  gloriuuH  ark 
upon  the  sea  for  us  to  sail  through  Intherwurd  ? 
Wherefore,  let  ii«  inland  in  our  lotl  If  He  pn)Bper 
UK,  we  shall  found  a  church  againat  wliioh  the  gates 
of  Ih^U  »hall  not  prevail ;  and  a  colony,  yea,  a  nation, 
by  which  all  other  nations  shall  be  healed.     Millions 
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shall  spring  from  our  loinei,  and  trnra  back  with  lin- 
eal love  tJieir  blood  to  oin-s.  Centuries  hereufter,  i« 
gnrat  cities,  tlie  capituU  of  luighcy  States,  from  t}ie 
trit>es  of  a  common  Israel,  »]iall  come  together  the 
good,  the  eminent,  the  Iwautiful,  to  remember  our 
dark  day  of  small  things ;  yea,  geuenit40us  ehoU 
vail  ua  blessed  I  " 

Without  u  lugh.  calmly,  with  triumph,  they  8«nt 
Tliu  Mayflower  away,  ntid  went  bn(;k,  thetc  stern, 
strong  mvD,  all,  all,  to  their  imperial  Uhiir». 

I  liave  Maid  that  I  deemed  it  a  great  thing  for  a 
iwttoti,  in  nil  the  periods  <if  ittt  fortunea,  to  be  able 
to  look  back  to  a  raee  of  founders  and  a  principle 
of  institution  in  which  it  might  seem  to  Me  the 
realised  )de»  nf  true  heroii^m.  That  felicity,  that 
pride,  that  help,  is  our^  Our  past — both  its  great 
eras,  that  of  settlement  and  that  of  independence  — 
should  announce,  slioutd  compel,  should  si>outAn«- 
ously  evolve  as  from  a  germ,  a  wise,  moral,  and  glo- 
rioua  future.  These  heroic  men  and  women  should 
not  look  down  on  «  dwindled  posterity.  It  should 
eeeni  to  bo  almost  of  course,  too  caey  to  bo  glorious, 
tlml  they  wlio  keep  the  graves,  bear  tlte  nainft,  and 
boast  ibe  blotxl,  of  men  in  whont  tlie  lofliest  sense 
of  duty  blended  itself  with  the  fiercest  spirit  of  lib* 
erty,  sliontd  add  lo  their  freedom,  juslice ;  justice  to 
all  men.  to  all  nations  :  justice,  that  venerable  virtue, 
witlKiut  which  freedom,  valor,  and  power,  are  but 
xiUgar  things. 

And  yet  is  tlie  past  nothing,  even  our  past,  but  as 
you,  quickened  by  it^  examples,  instructed  by  its 
experience,  warned  by  its  voices,  assisted  by  its  ac- 
cumtdtittd  instrumentality,  shall  reproduce  it  in  the 
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life  of  to-day.  Its  once  buay  existence,  various  sen- 
Bations,  fiery  trials,  dear-bought  triumphs ;  its  dy- 
nasty of  heroes,  all  its  pulses  of  joy  and  anguish,  and 
■hope  aud  fear,  and  love  and  praise,  are  with  the 
yeni-a  beyond  the  flood.  "  The  sleeping  and  the  dead 
are  but  as  pictures."  Yet,  gazing  on  these,  long  and 
intently  and  often,  we  may  pass  into  the  likeness  of 
the  departed, — may  emulate  their  labors,  aud  par- 
take of  their  immortality. 
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THE   POWER    OF  A   STATE    DEVELOPED  BY 
MENTAL  CCL'nJIiE: 

A    LECTDKR  I>KI.IVFntKI>   BKrOIIK   TIIR  MKRCAVTILE   UBBART 

ASSOCIATION,  NovEimiat  is.  iihi. 


The  tran-sitiou  from  the  scenes  whicli  have  befln 
passing  before  us  for  llie  la$t  few  months,  to  fiuch  a 
spectacle  as  thut.  U  so  suddeii.  so  delightful,  that  I 
can  scjii-e«ly  refrain,  as  I  cast  my  eyes  ovt>r  this  coca- 
posed  and  cultivated  ajtsenibly,  from  exclaiming. 
"  Ilail,  holy  light ! "  The  clamor,  tumult,  uiid  gtimu- 
lutions  which  attend  that  great  trial  and  grent  task 
of  libtTty  through  which  we  have  just  gone,  —  a  na- 
tion's choice  of  its  ruler,  —  those  vast  gatherings  of 
the  people,  —  not  quite  in  their  original  and  ultimate 
sovereignty  above  or  without  tJie  law,  but  in  mas6 
and  bodily  numbers  without  number;  processiona 
without  end,  —  by  daylight  and  torchlight  —  under 
the  law;  the  stormy  wave  of  thv  multitude  rising 
and  falling  Jo  the  eloquence  of  liberty,  — if  it  wcro 
eloquence  at  all ;  the  ho))e,  the  fear,  the  anxious  care, 
the  good  new^  waited  for  and  not  coining,  the  bad 
news  riding  somewhere  about  a  couple  of  hundred 
miles  in  ad\-aoce  of  the  express  of  either  side ;  the 
cheers  of  yuur  co-workers  ;  the  hissings  and  groanings. 
not  to  be  ntterpd,  of  your  opponents,  —  all  are  passed 
away  aa  dreams.     \\^e  And  ourselves  collected  with- 
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out  disUnetion  of  part;,  nithout  memory  of  party,  in 

the  »ecurit}'  Hiidcotifidi-ovBuf  recuncilintioii,  orutk>ast 

of  truce,  in  Uic  still  »ir,  —  upon  the  grcan  uiid  iic-utnil 

ground  of  thougbu  and  »tiidie»  common  unrl  gi-ateful 

to  as  all.     To  look  baukwiird  bringA  to  luind  wliat 

Lenox  fAys  to  Macbetli  in  Uii;  moriitng,  before  he  had 

heud  of  the  murder  of  the  king. 

"  Th«  niglii  hm  bcnn  unruly ;  whfwi  wr  Uy 
Our  cliinuirva  ncic  blown  doKi),  and  M  ihcj?  ■■]' 
Latncntinps  licnrd  in  ibc  air. 
And  pro|)hciyin)ci.  KUh  ■etcnl*  tcrrilte, 
Of  <lir«  conibuiliuii  und  ccmf  uiod  cvpnia 
NMrtintdicd  to  ilic  wuful  time  I " 

The  night  has  passed,  and  the  monjing  of  an  event- 
ful day  lA  risen.  So  much  we  know ;  nud  it  is  all  vrn 
Itnow. 

Delightful,  in  some  sense,  aa  I  feel  tliis  change  of 
scene,  of  society,  and  of  iiifluonci's  to  be,  I  found 
tnyvelf  unable  and  unwilling,  in  llic  selection  of  a 
topic  for  the  hour  of  tliU  meeting,  altogether  to  for- 
get  the  occasion  to  wbii:b  I  have  referred.  I  have 
nther  desired  to  sec  if  we  roiglit  not  all,  without  dis- 
tinction of  parly,  (for  of  the-  existence  of  parly  we 
know  nothing  here,)  —  if  wu  might  not  all,  t]io  winnur 
and  the  !o«er — contrive  to  Uttrn  some  useful  lesson 
from  the  occasion.  All  tliat  happens  in  tht;  world  of 
Nature  or  Man,  —  every  war;  every  peace;  every 
ioiu-  of  prosperity  ;  every  hour  of  adversity  ;  every 
''election  ;  cvety  death ;  every  life  ;  every  success  and 
every  failnrv,  —  all  change, —  all  pemiancncv,  —  the 
periiihed  leaf;  the  unullerahle  glory  of  st-irs,  —  all 
things  sijieak  tntth  to  the  thoughtful  xpirit. 

"  List  ever,  then,  to  the  wordw  of  Wisdom,  whether 
slie  speakelh  to  tlie  sold  in  the  full  choi-ds  of  rovel»- 
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tion,  in  tbe  tcapliiiig  of  earth  or  kir  or  sky,  or  in  tlie 
Btill  niplodios  of  thought  1" 

I  wonder,  then,  if  during  the  labora  and  excitations 
of  the  kt«  election,  and  in  the  contemplation  of 
possible  results  nwir  and  far  fimvard.  tho  Inquir}-  lias 
not  occurred  to  you,  us  to  inc  it  has  a  thousand  times, 
is  there  no  way,  are  tlierc  no  expedients  hy  which 
aueh  ii  State  a»  Massachusetts,  for  esHmjiIe,  may  re- 
main in  the  Union,  performing  the  dnliett,  partaking 
as  far  as  may  he  of  the  good  of  Union,  and  y4!t  be  in 
some  greater  degree  than  now  she  is  independent  of 
and  unaffected  by  the  administrative  and  legislative 
policy  of  Union  ?  Is  there  no  way  to  secure  to  our- 
selves a  more  steady,  sure,  progressive  prosperity.  — 
Hucli  a  prosiwrity  in  larger  measure  than  we  are  apt 
to  imagine.  —  whatever  national  politics  come  upper- 
most ?  Is  there  no  way  to  sink  tho  springs  of  our 
growth  and  greatness  so  deep,  that  the  want  of  a 
little  rain  or  a  link-  dew.  a  little  too  niueh  sunxhine 
or  too  much  shade  from  Washington,  shall  not  neces- 
sarily eut  off  "the  herd  from  the  totalis"  and  cause 
the  "fields  to  yield  no  meat"?  Must  it  ho,  that 
because  the  groat  central  regions,  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  undefined  and  expanding  South-west, 
have  attractcil  to  thcui selves  the  nutiierieal  suprein* 
acy — thut  our  day  is  done?     Is  our  voice,  onoe 

"  Tlif ir  livflk'it  plcilK« 
Of  \iopT  in  tcBM  aiiil  ilniiiEcrB,  lieiird  >■>  oft 
^  wont  cxirfinci.  and  on  llic  pcriluui  wlm 
Of  liaitlc  wlicn  it  taiced  in  all  usisulls 
Their  (urctt  tignal,"  — 

is  that  voice  to  be  heard  no  more  ?     Have  we  de- 
clined, must  we  decline,  into  the  condition  of  a 
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provinc« — doomed  to  await  pasBively  the  cdiut  of  a 
distant  pnlace,  wliich  shall  cause  it  to  thrive  to-dny 
atid  piue  to-niorrutt' :  now  raise  it  to  a  gaiuly  and 
faUe  prosperity,  and  ibcn  prcsD  "  il«  bi-uniiiig  furchvud 
to  tile  dust"?  Or  la  ihcro  n  way  by  wliiuli  we  yet 
may  he,  and  for  ever  may  he,  lli*  arbiters  uf  oiir  own 
furluiK'n;  mtiyyt^l  be  fell  in  the  couiiik-Is  of  America; 
iniiy  yet  help  to  command  a  national  palioy  whi<'li  we 
approve,  or  at  leaiit  to  bear  itidiarnied  a  national  pol- 
icy which  we  condemn?  Must  we  pale  and  fade  and 
be  diaitolved  in  the  superior  rare  of  tlie  great  con- 
stellation, or  yet  "  flame  in  the  forehead  of  the  morn- 
ing sky  "  with  something  of  the  brightness  of  our 
rbing '! 

I  take  it  for  granted  in  all  such  speculations,  in  all 
such  n)oods  as  tliis,  that  we  are  to  remain  in  the 
Federal  Union.  With  our  iiisters  of  the  Itepuhliowe 
would  live  —  we  would  die  — 

"  Uiie  ho|H>.  one  lot,  onv  tifv.  one  itlorj." 

I  agree,  t-oo,  that  whatever  wc  may  do  for  Massa- 
chtiselts,  the  influence  of  national  politics  upon  our 
local  prfwpiTity  must  always  be  inappreciably  great 
for  evil  or  for  good. 

It  is  of  individuals,  not  State*,  that  Goldsmitli 
exclaima, 

"  How  Riiinll,  uf  nil  thai  hamnn  licarta  rndura. 
Tlint  pwrt  wliU'li  king,  ot  Uit  can  cauie  nr  euro  I " 

The  joy  and  sorrow,  the  greatness  and  decline,  of 
nations,  are  to  a  vast  extent  the  precise  work  of  kinjfs 
or  laws;  and  although  in  our  system  every  Bute  ha.t 
its  own  guvvrnmcnt  and  it6  own  civil  polity,  to  which 
important  fuucUoiu  are  assigned,  yet  when  you  con- 
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aider  that  it  is  to  the  grpat  central  power  that  war. 
peaoe.  diplomacy,  finance,  our  whole  intercourse  with 
the  world,  trade,  as  far  as  winds  blow  or  waters  roll, 
the  trust  of  our  glory,  the  protection  of  our  labor, 
arc  confi<lc4,  —  nobody  can  indulge  the  dream  that  a 
State  may  remain  in  the  Union  at  all,  and  yet  be 
insensible  of  the  good  and  evil,  the  wisdom  or  tlio 
fully,  the  honor  and  ibc  shame,  of  its  successive 
administrations. 

Aiid  yet  1  think  that  the  statesmen  of  Massuchu- 
sett*  limy  wt'll  usk  thomitelvfs,  whether  there  are  uo 
cxpfiiifitts  of  enijiiri*  or  imperial  arts  worthy  her,' — 
worthy  them,  —  hy  which  they  may  enable  her  eith«r 
to  retain  consideration  and  lead  in  the  general  gov- 
ernment, to  he  cnnspiciiotis  and  inHn<^'ncc  an  Ameri- 
caa  opinion,  hy  which  they  may  enalde  her  either  to 
extort  what  she  calls  good  jinlicy,  — or  else  to  hi-eak 
the  force  of  what  she  calls  occasional  bad  policy, 
which  she  cannot  hinder  and  to  which  she  must 
submit. 

Passing  over  all  other  expedients  as  unsuitable  to 
the  charaL-tcr  and  relations  of  this  assembly,  as  it  not 
worth  while  to  consider  this  matter,  for  example,  — 
whether  a  higher  degree  of  general  mental  culture,  a 
mure  thoruiigli  exercising  and  aceumplishing  of  the 
whole  mii-^M  of  our  popular  and  higiier  niiml,  more 
knowledge,  a  wider  diffusion  of  knowledge,  loftier 
alliiinments  in  useful  and  in  graceful  knowledge  than 
we  have  ever  reached,  or  that  any  State  has  i-eached, 
might  not  help  us  to  meet  the  enlarging  demand  of 
time,  and  thfi  successive  crises  of  the  commonwealth? 
Is  it  certain  that  in  our  apeciilations  on  the  causes  of 
the  grandeur  and  decay,  of  the  wealth  and  the  pov- 
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ertj-.  tlic  iiniiortuiipc  and  tb«  iusigaificsnce.  of  States, 
wc  hiivt*  givvii  i|tiiu.-  UH  high  a  pluctf  as  It  deserves  to 
Uic  iiitvlluutof  the  8tatc?  Have  we  nut  thought  too 
Diuch  of  capitcious  bnrbont  oc  tvciniug  inhmd,  navi- 
gable rivers,  flf*t»  of  merchant  »hip8  Hud  rai-ii-of-war, 
tields  of  wbeiit,  )i]aiitatiniit*  of  cotton  and  rico  and 
augar,  too  much  of  taiiflit  and  drowbackii  and  bankit, 
and  too  little,  too  little,  of  that  ^oul,  by  which  only, 
the  nation  shall  be  gn^at  and  free?  In  our  fpeciila- 
tiuni)  on  knowledge  and  the  bettering  of  the  mind,  i.< 
it  right  or  i»  it  wise  to  treat  tliein  an  useful  or  as 
ornamental  individual  accorapliwhments  alone,  and 
Dot  HometinieH  a.ho  to  tlilnk  of  them  as  utinea  of 
tintiooal  riches  wealthier  than  Ornius  or  Ind,  aa 
perennial  and  salient  springs  of  national  power,  as 
fuumtation!^,  laid  far  below  eavth^juake  or  frost,  of  a 
towering  and  durable  public  greatness?  After  all, 
thtH  i^  the  Ibunglit  I  would  present  to  you,  —  is  there 
a  surer  way  uf  iiubicvtng  the  buust  of  ThemtiituuU'S, 
tbat  hv  knvw  how  to  make  a  small  State  a  great  one, 
than  by  niiikiiig  it  wi»v,  bright,  knowing,  apprchen* 
sive,  (J ui<^^k- wilted,  iugi-uiuus,  tliotigbtfol;  by  com- 
ninnicaiing  to  the  whole  mass  of  Its  people  the 
highesl  degree  of  the  nioitt  improved  kind  of  eduea-  . 
tiou  in  iu  largest  &euse.  which  is  compatible  with  the 
aysteiD  of  practical  things;  by  beginning  at  the 
cndle,  by  touching  the  infant  lip  with  fire  from 
heaven;  by  perfecting  the  methods  of  the  free 
schools,  and  of  nil  schools,  so  that  the  universal 
andentanding  shall  be  opened,  kindled,  guided  at 
its  very  birth,  und  set  forward,  without  tin;  loiis  of  a 
day.  OD  the  true  path  of  intellectual  life  ;  by  taking 
care  that  all  the  food  of  which  tho  soul  of  the  people 
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eats  shall  be  wholetiome  and  natvitjous, —  that  Uie 
books  and  papers  which  they  read,  the  sermons  and 
tsiiecc ill's  which  they  hear,  slmll  ]M)HsesH  at  least  a 
predoioinaTico  of  truth,  fact,  h»D<!sty,  of  right  and 
liigh  thought,  just  and  grafofnl  fi-eling;  bj-  providing 
iiistiliitioiis  to  guide  {hv  inuturo  mind  to  the  heights 
of  knowledge;  by  colloetiouft  of  art  and  ta^to  that 
Bhall  unfold  and  instruct  the  love  of  beauty ;  by 
planting  betimes  the  gardens  of  a  divine  philosophy, 
and  spreading  out  tho  puvUion  of  the  Muses  ? 

Let  us  think  a  little-  of  mental  culture  as  the  true 
local  policy  of  Ma.'«i<«chuHvtl». 

I  do  nut  propose  la  rejicnt  any  thing  qiiit«  so  gen- 
eral and  elementary  as  that  easy  coninioiiplaco  n-liieh 
tny  Lord  Ritcon  lui.t  ill uslriiliMl  so  fondly  and  so  gor- 
geously, that  learned  States  have  hi-un  usually  pros- 
perous iStatea,  that  the  eras  of  Ittllei'ed  glory  have 
be«n  eras  of  martial  and  civil  glory  too,  that  an  in- 
structed people  has  been  for  the  most  part  a  rich» 
laborious,  energetic,  and  powerfid  people.  The  his- 
torical fact  is  undoubtedly  as  be  ri'conls  it ;  and  it  is 
as  cnconniging  as  it  is  true.  I  wish  to  unfold  the 
operations  and  uses  of  learning  and  culture  in  a  little 
more  detail,  and  with  a  more  confined  and  local  ntfer- 
ence  to  the  case  before  us.  Mental  culture,  as  the 
true  local  policy  of  Massachusetts,  I  have  said,  is  th« 
topic  to  which  I  am  restricted. 

Let  me  say,  howe^'f  r.  in  the  first  place,  generally, 
that  mental  culture  should  contribute  to  ottr  power 
and  our  consideration,  by  communicating  or  by  de- 
veloping tho«e  traits  of  cliaracter  that  tie  at  tho 
foundation  of  all  e^plendid  and  remarkable  national 
distinction.      All  the  greatjiess  vhich  is  recorded  in 


DEVELOl'KD   BY  MENTAL  CtXTtTKK. 


113 


the  liwtftries  or  th«  epic*  of  all  the  greal  Stat«s  of  iha 
eai'tli.  all  thv  long  Acrii^  of  llii-ir  virtues,  all  Ui<>4r 
cotDjiaaa  of  policv.  all  their  Hucctrtisful  contention  with 
nature  or  with  man,  all  their  great  vortui  welt  [)et^ 
formed,  all  their  Rreat  dangora  bravely  met,  all  the 
grt-at  perils  which  harasH  them  resisted  and  scattered, 
hU  their  itidtietnul  reiiown,  their  ug^cldturl^  their 
tradi.-,  liii-ir  art,  their  suienco.  their  llhrnrivs,  th«-ir 
nrehiuiilun;,  nil  ihvir  ooiitrihtitioiiH  lu  thought,  to 
huiuanity.  to  ])riigri;r<ii,  all  the  charm  that  attnehea  to 
their  living  name  and  that  linger*  on  the  capacious 
toinh  into  which  at  la.-<t  they  go  down,  —  all  this  you 
traee  at  length  to  a  few  energetic  <]ualitieH  of  mind 
and  chiuacter.  It  does  not  spring  from  any  fortuitouit 
coneurrence  of  any  quantity  of  mere  material  atoni8 ; 
it  is  not  the  growth  of  any  number  of  hundred  years 
of  ruin  and  sunshine  falling  upon  the  surface  of  tb« 
earth  ;  it  is  nut  n  sjtontaiicouH  or  necessary  develop- 
ment und  mauifestiittun  aceurding  toHOme  meehanienl 
and  organic  lawit ;  —  it  U  a  production  of  the  human 
mind;  it  U  ti  civdtion  of  the  human  will ;  it  i.t  juHt 
the  uoliler  and  larger  parts  of  man.  in  their  most 
appropriate  and  grandest  exeraplifications.  All  of 
it  rcHts  at  la«t  on  enterprise,  encrgi',  curiosity,  perse- 
verance, fanuy,  talent,  —  loftily  directed,  lieroiciilly 
direelcd.  A  few  simple,  commanding  traits,  a  digni- 
fied iiiiii,  a  high  euiiieption  of  the  true  glory  uf  a 
Stale, —  with  a  litlle  land  and  w.iWt  to  work  with, — 
and  you  have  a  great  nation.  I  approre.  therefore, 
of  these  expressions  :  the  Roman  mind,  the  Grecian 
miud,  Iho  Urientid  mind,  the  European  mind.  There 
te  true  philosophy  aud  an  accurate  history  in  them. 
They  penetrate  10  the  true  critcriu  which  illstiuguigh 
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races,  —  i)w  inculul  critoriii.  It  i«  uul  licr  "  phitDed 
and  jewelled  turbiiu,"  kvr  U-u<|ilHiit  luid  her  citinnmon- 
pUnt,  Iivr  I'Mvt^^H,  triDpleif,  and  groves  of  pulinii,  Iter 
vxhututteiw  furtility  of  Moi!^,  her  ui-uuiiiulutioDs  of 
imp<tri»l  iR'as !»■<>!».  —  "  barbaric  pearl  mid  fjold," 
as  ill  a  dri>;iin  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  —  bv  whioli  1 
reco^ixe  the  primeval  Emt ;  it  is  that  unirersal 
childhood  of  rtMSoii,  —  not  a  day  oldi-r  than  in  the 
agi!  of  S;n\l«napiilus  or  of  Nitius.  —  that  subjugated 
pojiular  character  bowed  to  the  varth  bpuestb  the 
siipcriiK' 11  m licit t  lU'spolistii  of  agivi,  that  levity  and 
vanity  and  i-ffemina'^y  of  the  privileged  few,  the 
elaborate  hixtiry  in  which  their  livcM  anj  Htciiptxl, 
thiiv  poetry  of  the  fancy,  their  long  I'onlenipbitioiit 
on  naliirfi  and  divinity,  on  which  the  whole  iulcUect 
of  the  Eaat  might  i>rood  for  six  thoni«and  years  iiiid 
not  bring  away  as  uiiieh  truth  aa  is  taught  in  six 
mouttis  to  the  oldvsi  boys  and  girU  in  our  high 
schools,  —  these  are  tie  true  characteristics  of  Asia ; 
these  it  is  whieb  solve  all  the  facts  of  her  history  ; 
these  it  in  whieh,  put  into  action,  uro  her  historj' 
itself.  And  then  pasetiiig  wesl«-ard  to  Athens,  —  to 
Attica,  —  i^  it  her  area,  not  qnile  so  large,  not  half 
as  fertile,  a»  onr  own  Khodc  Island,  h<-r  inoiinuiin 
steeps  sprinkled  wiib  dwarf  oaks  and  fir  trees,  her 
sun-burnt  valleys  covered  with  meagre  herbage,  her 
wintry  toncnts  dried  up  in  summer,  her  olive  treeii 
with  their  pale  leaf  anil  jiliahlu  braiielies,  —  is  it  Utesu 
lhing»  which  Meeni  t^  you  (o  have  made  up  the  graco 
of  (iieece,  or  was  it  that  flexible,  brave,  and  cneigvtio 
character,  so  prompt  and  full  of  resource,  that  curi- 
osity and  perseverance  and  tire,  that  love  of  Athens 
and  of  glory,  that  siibtilty  of  practical  uoderstandiug. 
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tiint  unrivaU«-<I  «lvganc«  of  tiwtv,  that  teeming  and 
t>raiilirii)  fiiitoy,  —  were  not  the««  the  Iraitsi,  and 
llifis  the  gifts  which  creak-d  the  Athens  of  the 
tvorld  and  nf  all  ages.  —  the  one  and  only  Athens ; 
which  are  embodied  for  us  in  the  Iliad  and  in  (he 
CEdipus  anil  in  the  Parthenon,  in  the  treatiseti  of 
Aristotle,  the  dialogues  of  Plato,  the  orations  of 
DeinostlK-ui-t-,  —  that  eloquence  of  an  expiring  na- 
tion; whieh  stand  out  on  the  )(<(;iilptured  ptige  of 
Philurdi  in  the  port  of  n  hitiidrcd  dtnit-gotls;  which 
crealf'i  ht-r  to  he  a  twichcr  of  imtriotifin  iukI  n  hglit  lo 
lihert)- ;  which  won  fur  her  in  her  owti  time  the  place 
of  the  firstt  i«>wer  of  the  world,  Jind  watt-d  her  with 
a  more  rare  felicitv  on  an  int4>lleotu»l  thmne,  fmni 
whieh  no  prrtgrpss  of  the  sjieeieit  may  east  her  down? 

Now,  if  the  nation*  differ  by  their  minds,  llie  right 
kind  and  the  right  degree  of  mental  eultnre  goes  to 
the  very  springs  of  the  national  nature.  It  applies 
itself  directly  to  the  eauta  eau»an».  It  imparts  and 
it  shapes  that  basis  of  qualities,  good  or  had.  Urge  or 
little,  stinie  or  wood,  or  Imy  or  stubble, — -on  which 
the  Stale  itseends  to  its  duration  of  a  day,  or  itx  dum- 
lion  of  age*. 

I  do  not  say  tliat  mental  oidtiire  alone  van  com- 
pletely e^lucale  a  nation,  — far  I'luni  it.  Thei'e  must 
be  netion.  1'here  roust  be  labor.  There  miiHt  be 
difficulty.  There  must  be  the  baptism  «f  blood  and 
of  fire.  If  there  is  a  not  very  fertile  soil  under  foot, 
s  not  very  spiey  air  arouitd,  a  uot  very  luxurious 
heaven  overhead,  —  it  t»  ail  the  belter. 

Nor  is  it  every  kiud  and  every  degi-ee  of  mental 
oultiire  that  will  do  thia  work.     It  tnnat  be  such 

Iture  as  may  be  given  to  an  employed,  a  grave,  an 
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enrnest,  a  ninral,  and  a  free  people.  It  must  be  a 
culture  of  the  reason  imtl  of  the  heart.  It  must  not 
be  a  culture  like  that  which  consoled  the  I'aria  of 
Imwh  XIV.,  whii;h  [;oii!«ulc6  the  Rome,  thf!  Florence, 
and  the  Venice  of  our  tiniu  for  the  loas,  for  the  wuut, 
of  liberty.  It  mn»t  not  he  n  onlture  which  suppli«it 
trifles  to  the  vyv,  stininlatiuiDi  to  thw  »cn»e»,  »bows  lo 
the  fancy,  the  mii^ic  of  a  holiday  to  the  ear.  It  must 
not  be  a  oiiltnre  vrhirh  turnei  inoital  lite,  that  tiolenin 
and  that  grand  reality  and  waking,  into  a  fine  dream, 

—  and  presents  death,  not  as  an  interruption  of  pro- 
found Httacbmcnts,  euriieiit  labors,  and  berious  uiniis 

—  but  a»  a  drooping  of  tint  garlsnds  of  a  feaut  from 
wliii'h  the  gnosis  have  departed.  It  must  be  a  very 
difTerunt  kiml  of  mental  oultiirc  from  this.  It  must  be 
Oiic  wldch  phall  he  »o  directed  as  to  give  force,  power, 
depth,  elTeclI veiie^K,  to  tin-  intellect  of  the  whole 
people.  It  nui^t  be  one  which,  beginning  with  the 
youngeat  child,  Hhall  seek  to  improve  the  heart  of  the 
people,  shall  propose  to  the  infant  and  to  the  adoles- 
cent will  and  sensibilities  great  e.\amjilcs.  us  well  an 
wholesome  counsel.  —  the  careers  of  iiutions  and  of 
men  —  pure,  rapid,  and  majestic,  us  rivers  —  grand, 
swelling  sentinicnU  of  liberty,  patriotism,  duty,  and 
honor.  —  triuniphiinl,  awfid,  gplendid  deftlhs.  —  the 
Puritan  at  the  stake,  the  patriot  on  the  scaffold,  those 
who  fell  at  Therinopylte  in  obedience  to  the  law, 
those  who  were  buried  at  I'lymouth  ia  the  first, 
awful  winter.  Such  a  culture  as  this  it  is.  which, 
blending  with  the  other  discipline  of  public  and  pri- 
vate life,  may  prove  the  mother  and  nui^e  of  a  great, 
thoughtful,  and  free  people.  "Remember  that  the 
learning  of  ihe  few  ih  despotism  ;  the  luuMiiug  of  the 
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nitiltit)i(l«    is    liberty ;  — and    thnt   intelligent    luid 
priMcii»li'd  liberty  in  fnitic,  wii^'iuiii,  luitl  power." 

In  tilt*  next  pliu-ir,  to  come  (Knvti  lo  ti  little  more 
tlvtail,  mental  ciilLuiv  may  t'oiilriljuu-  Uf  our  security, 
onr  iiiilependencG,  our  local  aggramUKemeut.  by  iit- 
foriuing  aud  direiting  our  labor. 

I  need  not  tell  you  ibiit  labor  is  tile  condition —  [ 
will  not  siiy.  of  our  greatiietM,  but  —  of  our  being. 
Wlmt  were  Mii>w»ctui»ett-4  ivitliout  it?  Lying  away 
up  under  llie  Xurlb  ular,  —  our  winters  long  aud 
cold,  onr  springs  baek^rard  nnd  caprieiuus,  our  sky 
nngeiiial,  our  cnnst  ii-on<biMtiid,  ^  oiu-  Hiiil  nut  over- 
prodnetive,  barren  almoist  altogether  of  tlie  great 
ataples  of  commerce  which  adorn  and  enrich  the 
wheat-fieldii  of  the  central  regions,  the  ocean  prai- 
ries of  the  West,  the  rice-grounds  and  sugar  and 
cotton  plantations  of  the  South.  —  our  area  small, — 
iOur  nuinbere  few,  —  onr  earlier  oeeupiitions  of  navi- 
gation and  fi^hinf^  divided  with  u»  by  a  whole  world 
at  pcaev,  —  what  ia  therefor  us  but  labor,  —  labor 
ipprotnut,  (ahor  omnia  vinem*?  And  what  kind  uf 
labor  is  it  which  is  to  vanquish  the  antagonist  powers 
of  nature,  and  build  the  palace  uf  a  commodious  and 
conspicuous  national  life  over  ngninst  these  granite 
mountains  and  tbiit  nnfriiitfnl  viea?  Is  it  one  kind, 
or  twu  ;  or  is  ii.  the  whole  vast  and  various  labor  of 
ililclleotnal  civilization.  —  not  agriculture  only  and 
trade  and  fishing,  but  the  whole  family  of  robust  and 
maid}'  arlH.  which  furnish  occupation  to  everj'body 
every  moment  of  working  time,  —  occupation,  to 
every  taste  and  talent  and  faculty,  tbat  which  it 
likes  best,  that  which  improves  it  must,  that  which 
it  can  do  easiest.  —  occupation  for  the  Mrong  and 
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th«  weak,  the  liright  and  llie  dull,  the  yotiti';  and  th« 
did,  and  holh  the  sexes.  — occupntion  for  winU-r  nrid 
siminier,  daylight  and  laiupliglit,  cold  n-cunii^r  niiij 
warm,  wet  and  dry,  —  occupation  that  sltall,  with 
more  than  maguotic  touch,  »eizc  uii,  develop,  dinui- 
plint*,  uiid  ji'ifi-L-t  every  eH|mcity,  the  whole  uiasti  of 
ability,  >;iithiTiii|;  up  oil  frngnient«  of  mind  and  of 
lime,  M>  that  nothing  hv  luHt,  —  is  not  thU  the  tubor 
by  wliieh  wn  ai-c  to  grow  great?  le  not  tliis  the 
labor  which  ift  to  he  to  U3  in  the  ptnce  of  mines,  of 
peartft.  of  vineyards,  of  cinnamon  gardenis  of  enam- 
elled prairiex,  of  whcHt^fieldx,  of  ricc-'^riiiiiidti  und 
cotton -ti elds  and  sugur- plantations  tilled  by  llie 
hands  of  slttVL*?  Tliis  ix  that  tiitn^iuiting  pow**t 
without  whieh  we  ari;  poor,  give  what  tln-y  will  — 
viiUi  it  rioh,  lake  what  Ihey  will  away!  This  it  ix, 
)r,  ev^v  labiir,  which,  on  the  land,  on  the  sea,  iu 
ie  lieldH.  in  all  ita  applications,  with  all  ili«  belp^, 
from  the  straw  bonnet  braided  or  plaited  by  the 
6ngvi«,  up  to  those  vast  processes  in  which,  evoking 
to  its  aid  tht  powers  of  nature  and  the  contrivances 
of  agc«  of  skill,  it  takes  tlic  sIiujrIcss  ore  from  it& 
bed,  the  llecuv  fi'ora  the  fcld  llie  cotlon  from  the 
pnd,  and  moulds  them  inlo  shapes  uf  beauty  and 
use  and  ta^te,  —  thn  dolhing,  the  nniior,  the  furni- 
ture of  civilization,  sought  for  in  all  the  markets  of 
the  world. —  this  it  is  wliith  is  to  enrich  and  deiorate 
this  unlovely  milurc  where  our  lot  is  cast,  and  lit  it 
for  the  hunie  of  eultivuted  man  1 

Now,  if  the  higbi^tt  praitiaiblu  degree  of  mental 
culture  and  useful  laiowk'dgu  is  really  the  best 
instrumentality  for  insrnietiiig,  guiding,  vi^-ifying, 
belpitig  this  rough  power  of  labor,  —  if  it  will  sup- 
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ply  tliQ  cIwmiHlry  which  UtaoheK  it  Iiow  to  enrich 
barren  hoIId,  n-vlnim  iind  ximtv  «xlmii](k*il  soils,  irri- 
gltt«  [)iiri;hccl  soils,  make  two  bliiikvi  of  grofx  gvoW 
wb«nj  oiie  grew  bi-fore,  —  if  it  will  U-ai-li  it  honrto 
htiilil  tiuiiH-Itt  llinxigli  moiiiiiniiia  or  lietiejitli  beds 
of  riveni  anil  undt^r  populoiia  towns,  how  to  illl  or 
bridge  tJ>e  valley,  how  u*  stretch  out  and  fa>it«ii  in 
their  places  those  lonp  lines  of  iron  roiule  which,  as 
mighty  riTvnt,  pour  the  whole  viut  iiilnnd  into  a 
market  of  exohiint;v  for  wbut  trudu  him  };iitherod 
from  every  qiimtcr  of  the  ^lobe, — if  it  will  U-ach 
it  better  how  la  plan  il»  voviigesi  and  make  il«  pur- 
ehimv:*,  «o  »»  nio»t  Hi-asonably  to  int'cr  llie  various 
nud  midden  and  changing  demands  of  men  by  the 
Mlvqiiiite  Hnpply,  —  if  it  can  teach  it  how  to  oon- 
stniet  iUt  toots,  how  to  intprove  old  oneii  and  invent 
new,  how  to  use  them,  by  what  ahorteiit  and  simplest 
^imd  cheapent  proiieiu)  it  can  arrive  at  llie  largest  re- 
ilts  of  production,  —  if  it  can  tlms  inetnict  and 
thus  aid  tliat  labor,  which  is  our  Duly  source  of 
wealth,  and  of  all  niiiteriiil  gTViitiiejw,  —  if,  above 
all,  when  ri{;hlly  guided  by  the  ni»riility  »od  n-ligion 
which  I  assume  everywhere  to  preside  over  our  edu- 
cation, it  (.'onimunic^ileM  that  moral  ami  pnidentinl 
character  which  is  »:•  needful  and  as  availithle  for 
thrift  a«  for  virtue,  thoughtful  ness,  economy,  self* 
estimation,  nohriety,  respect  for  others"  rightti,  —  is 
it  not  an  obvioUH  local  and  industrial  policy  to  pro* 
mote,  diffuse,  and  perfect  it? 

Well,  I  must  not  spend  a  moment  in  the  proof  of 
B  proposition  so  palpable  as  this.  I  mxy  there  is  not 
ui  occupation  of  eJvilJxed  life,  from  the  mukin||  of 
laws  and  poems  uud  historie.s  down  to  the  ox»ening 
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of  New  Jersey  oyatetA  witti  a  brokeo  jack-knife, 
ttiftt  i»  DOt  better  done  by  a  bright  tlian  a  dull  imtii, 
by  a  quick  than  a  slow  mind,  by  an  inHlruetecl  niau 
than  a  gross  or  simple  man,  by  a  prudent,  thought- 
ful, ami  careful  umu,  than  by  a  light  and  fooli.-vh  one. 
Every  one  of  thuse  occuiwtious — iu  other  words, 
ttic  univerKEi]  lubor  of  civilization  —  involves,  de- 
mands, M,  a  mi-ntitl  clTort,  puttin);  forlh  a  physioiLi 
effort ;  and  you  do  but  only  go  lo  thi*  fountuin-heud, 
Myou  ought  to  do,  when  you  seuk,  by  an  improved 
culture  and  u  better  knowledge,  to  give  force  and 
power  to  the  imperijd  cuiiacity  heliind,  and  to  set  a 
tJioiiglitfu]  und  prudent  spirit  to  urge  and  to  guide 
it.  You  Kiy  that  you  be*tow  a  new  powi*r  on  niiin, 
when  you  give  him  uu  improved  maclilnc.  Do  you 
not  bestow  a  more  availnbk-  jjift,  when  you  bestow 
on  him  an  improvement  of  that  nicutal  und  moral- 
nature  which  makes,  improves,  and  uses,  pn>fit4iblyt 
or  unprntitably.  all  uinchiueH?  In  one  ca^e,  you  giv 
htm  a  limitnd  and  definite  amount  of  coined  money, 
ill  the  other  a  mine  of  gold  or  wilvcr.  Nay.  what 
availii  the  improved  machine  to  the  untaught  mind? 
Put  a  forty-l'ect  twlescope,  with  its  mirrors  of  four 
ft-et  diitnielcr,  into  tho  hands  of  n  savage,  whether 
ill  civilised  or  Indiun  life,  and  he  sees  about  ns  much 
as  onr  children  see  thn^ugh  a  glass  prism,  —  gaudy 
outlines,  purple  and  orange  and  green  crossing  and 
blending  on  every  thing.  Let  the  exercised  mind  of 
Herschei  lift  that  same  tube  ^om  tlie  Cape  of  Hope 
toward  the  southern  sky,  and  the  architecture  of 
the  heavens  —  not  made  with  bwids — ascendii  be- 
fore him,  — 

■■  Glofj  bryood  «li  glory  rvn  •mti 
By  w&klng  H>ii*c,  or  by  tlio  druRniinf  lonl  I " 
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firtDMnenUi  of  fixed  stars,  —  of  which  all  the  stars  in 
our  beaveu.  all  our  eve  takes  in.  form  but  one  finna- 
mciit,  one  eoiistellulion  only  of  a  universe  of  cou- 
f^Mlatidiiis  seiMiralwl  hy  unsoumled  aby»«t'».  yet 
liuldfii  logi-lhor  by  invUible  bnml»,  —  nuiving  to- 
gether, j)er!ia|»i.  about  snme  e«nli-«.  to  whieh  the 
emaiiciiiated  ttoul  may  in  some  stage  of  being  as- 
ceii<i.  but  tthicli  earthly  science  elmll  vanish  away 
wiMiout  seeing! 

Such  in  kind,  not  of  course  in  degree,  is  the  nddi- 
tioiial  power  you  give  to  labor  by  improving  the 
iiiteltecliial  and  prudontiul  character  which  informs 
au<I  gnidoK  it. 

It  ift  within  tlie  knowledge  of  you  nil  that  Mr. 
Muin,  ill  one  of  thone  reports  to  the  Boimt  of  Edu- 
cation to  whieh  the  eominiinily  is  no  much  iiiilcbt<!d, 
I  believe  llie  fifth,  hns  developed  thi«  thought  with 
that  kft-nnc-Sii  of  analysis  and  (-Icarnwa  and  force 
of  espn^shion  for  which  he  is  remarkable.  Vou  will 
bo  iMLcticulurly  struck  with  the  proofs  which  he  haa 
thfi'e  collected  fivni  several  ninst  intt^'IHgcnt  and 
rcspcdaiile  »npcrintendeii1»  or  priiprictors  of  tnanu- 
facturiitg  «>it!ibU.-'limenl«,  showing  by  precise  statisti- 
cal delailit,  derived  from  a  long  conwc  of  persona] 
observation,  that  thronghout  the  whole  nuige  of 
mechanical  industry  the  well  educated  nperaliva 
does  more  work,  does  it  better,  wastes  less,  uwes 
his  allotted  portion  of  machinery  to  more  advan- 
tftgc  and  more  profit,  eanw  more  money,  commanda 
more  coniidcnec,  ri-ses  fouler,  riwa  higher,  from  the 
lower  to  the  mon;  advanced  po»itiona  of  hi»  i^mjiUiy- 
menta,  than  the  uneducated  operative.  And  now, 
iiow   interestingly   ami  directly   this  fsct    connecbi 
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itself  vritli  mj  subjeict,  I  uitecl  not  pauMi  to  siiow. 
You  lipeak  «f  tariff  to  pi-otoot  your  iiirliistrv  from 
ttie  I'mhiiiilarit  tiipjliil,  tbe  piiujicr  labor.  Die  niiilured 
okiU,  tlie  aggresxive  and  litfiil  policy,  of  other  n^ 
tions.  Vini  taiuiot  lay  a  tiirifif  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  you  cannot  compel  Confess  to  do  so  ;  but 
jou  can  try  to  rear  a  c]bs6  of  workiiig-mcn  wbo  ma}' 
liclp  you  to  do  sunictliinj;  without  on«.  You  spirak 
of  Kpcctfic  dulivH,  iirid  (iUi^riiiiiiiating  dtitiot,  and 
what  not  I  Are  you  sure  that  if  everybody,  — cocry 
niinii,  1  should  .lay,  —  which  turns  a  wheel  or  make? 
a  pill  in  thiH  great  wnrksliop  of  ouiti,  all  full  from 
basement  to  attie  w-ith  the  various  hum  of  free 
labor,  was  educated  up  to  the  utmost  degree  com- 
patible with  his  place  in  life,  —  that  this  alone 
would  uot.  bo  (.-(lunl  to  at  least  a  uniform  duty  of 
ubout  twenty-cti^ht  per  cent,  ad  vulorctii,  all  on  the 
hoinu  value'/  Yon  must  have  mure  sltill  you  say, 
more  »kill  than  now,  or  you  must  liavo  govern- 
ni«ntal  protection.  Very  well ;  go  to  work  to  make 
il.  then.  You  manufacture  almost  every  thing.  Sup* 
pnse  you  go  into  the  manufacture  of  skill.  Try 
your  hand  at  t]io  skill  business.  Skill  in  the  arta  itt 
mental  power  i-xcrcised  in  arts,  that  is  all.  Degin 
by  niakin-'  mental  power.  You  can  do  that  as  easily 
iw  you  can  make  Hatincts  or  fustian  or  chain-cable. 
You  have  a  [jrtwt  dfiil  nf  money.  The  world  never 
saw  such  a  provision  for  popular  and  higher  eduou- 
tinn  as  you  could  make  in  a  year  iu  KIits.->acliti!tclti<, 
and  not  feci  it.  Consider  how  true  and  tine  in  this 
application  would  the  words  of  the  charitable  man's 
epiuph  be:  "What  I  spent  I  had.  What  I  kept  I 
lost.    WJiat  1  gave  away  remains  with  mo ! " 
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3y  what  ]ireci»e  cuune  of  iti»tructiuii,  olvinfiitary 
and  «dvftHC«<l.  i>y  wlint  hn[>pitT  imalnxK  Iiy  wluil  viWt^T 
acoeaa  to  the  mind  aiul  heart,  by  "whut  cinign,  what 
charms,  what  conjuration,  nnd  wluit  mighty  roagic," 
tliis  heightened  meDlal  ability  and  accompli-ihrnent 
may  be  achieved,  which  I  know  in  practicable,  and 
which  1  know  is  jiowcr,  —  it  is  not  within  my  plan,  if 
]  couhl,  tu  Kuggt-st.  1  may  be  permitted  to  rera«iit- 
ber.  that  tbu  tii-»t  tinio  I  ever  ventured  to  open  my 
lips  in  H  dulibvnitivc  bixly,  I  bad  thv  honor  (o  support 
a  bill  in  clii>  Hotiitf  of  Representatives,  in  Ma9tsa> 
chiuettii,  providing  for  educating  leitcbers  of  common 
sfihooU.  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  ojien  litem 
for  the  labt  time,  in  the  same  place,  in  support  of  the 
same  proposition  exactly.  I  can  conceive  of  a  body 
of  tcachcni,  —  1  know  iixlividuids  now.  —  who  would 
do  tilts  greiit  wtnk  for  Mti.'wiichiigetts,  us  patriotism 
and  i-vligioii  would  wi»h  it  done, —  who  would  tiifee 
the  infant  i.-a[wcily  of  the  peo]ile,  as  it  came  to  life, 
into  their  arras,  and  breathe  into  it  the  quicken- 
ing breath.  —  who  i-eceiving  it.  bathed  and  l>les8ed 
by  a  mother's  love,  woiUd  a]>ply  to  it,  instead  of 
stripes,  the  gentle,  irresistible  magnet  of  scientific 
instruetion,  opcnin-;  it  as  a  flower  to  light  nnd  rain.  — 
who,  when  the  iiiU-Ilcetuid  appetite  was  begun  to  be 
developed,  would  feed  it  with  the  angels'  food  of  the 
lieitt  mental  and  monil  enllure  which  years  of  reflec- 
tion and  experience  and  inlt-rchange  of  thought  could 
anient,  —  would  cam*  forward  tJie  heart  and  the 
reason  together.  —  woidd  fit  the  whole  bright  tiibe  of 
childhood  aa  vomplctoly,  in  so  far  us  intellect  and 
acquisition  are  concerned,  for  beginning  to  wrci^tle 
with  the  practirtd  realities  of  life  at  fourteen,  as  now 
at  oiie-and-twenty. 
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To  such  teachers  I  leave  detsiU,  with  one  sugges- 
tion only.  —  that  I  would  not  take  tlic  UUdc  from  the 
fichooU  BO  long  as  a  partido  of  Plymouth  Itock  was 
Ivft,  lur^  enough  to  mnkc  ft  gun-fhiit  of,  or  as  long 
as  ibi  dii)<t  ll(mt<;(]  in  thi>  ah*.  I  woiihl  have  it  ifaA 
ttot  only  fur  it.s  aiithnritntive  revolationa,  and  itti  com- 
inandrt  and  exactions,  obligatory  yesterday,  to-<]ay,  and 
for  ever,  but  for  its  English,  for  its  literature,  for  il» 
pathos,  for  its  dim  imugeiy,  it«  sayings  of  (consolation 
and  wisdom  and  uriiversul  truth,  —  auliieving  how 
much  more  than  the  effi;ct  which  Milton  ascribes  to 
music: 

"Xur  wunliiii:  iKKtvr  lo  luitlmtv  iikI  iwage, 
Willi  t'lk-nin  imitlii't.  iroiiljli-il  tliiiii|{lil».  hii'T  cliii"e 
Anpiiih  «ii<l  iloulit  BtiJ  funniiid  sorrow  and  piiiu 
From  moful.  or  iiumurtiil  tninJ»." 

Perhaps  aa  Eitriking  an  illustration  on  a  large  acale 
as  could  be  desired,  of  the  connection  between  the 
be^t  directed  and  moist  skilful  labor  and  the  moat 
cultivated  and  most  powerful  int<dlect,  is  afforded  by 
the  ciise  of  Knt^limd,  liritish  iudiistry,  ns  a  whole,  is 
among  the  mnft  splendid  and  extraordinary  things  in 
the  hintory  of  man.  When  you  consider  how  small 
a  work-bench  it  has  to  occupy  altogether,  —  alitllo 
stormy  island  hiithcd  in  almost  perpetual  fogs,  with- 
out silk,  or  cotton,  or  vineyards,  or  sunshine;  and 
then  look  nt  that  ayricnituri;  «o  Bcientifie  and  bo 
rewarded,  that  vast  net-work  of  int^^nml  iiitiiryoni- 
mtinication,  the  docks  merchant-shipa,  men-of-wnr, 
the  trade  encompassing  the  globe,  the  flag  on  wliich 
the  sua  never  sets,  —  when  you  look  ahove  all  at  that 
vast  body  of  ti-seful  and  manly  art,  —  not  directed 
like  the  industry  of  France  ^tlie  industry  of  vanity 
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—  to  making  pier-glaases  and  air-balloons  and  gobelin 
lapi-stry  atid  mirrors,  to  arranging  procesaibna  and 
chi^i'lliiig  silver  and  twisting  gold  into  filigrees, — 
but  to  blutliiiig  the  people,  to  the  muniiructnrc  of 
woulirn,  uolton,  »iul  linen  cloth,  of  railroads  and 
chain -cab  I  (»( and  ftinalx  and  anebni^  and  aoliromalic 
telescope!^,  and  iihronnnieKtrs  to  keep  the  time  at 
sea,  —  when  yon  ihink  of  the  vast  aggregate  mass  of 
their  manufacturing  and  mcehanical  production,  which 
uo  stalislics  can  express,  and  to  find  a  market  for 
vhich  »hc  i»  planting  colonies  under  every  constel- 
lation, and  by  intimidation,  by  diplomaey.  lit  knocking 
at  the  door  of  every  uiarkel-hoiise  niion  the  farlh. — 
it  is  really  dillicidt  to  restrain  our  admiration  of  such 
a  display  of  energy,  labor,  and  geiiititt.  winning 
bloodless  and  innocent  triumphs  everjwherfi,  giving 
to  tile  age  we  live  in  the  name  of  the  age  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people.  Now,  the  striking  and  the 
in»tnictive  fact  is,  that  exactly  in  that  island  work- 
shop, by  thix  ver>-  rac«  of  artisans,  of  coal-livavera 
and  woollen  niannfauttirer.t,  of  ma(;1iinisl»  and  bUck- 
smiths  and  ship-earpcntem,  tht-re  hait  been  produced 
and  embodied  for  ever,  in  wordA  that  will  outlast 
the  mountains  as  well  as  the  Pyramids,  a  literature 
which,  take  it  for  all  in  all,  is  the  richest,  most  pro- 
found, most  mstruetivc,  combining  more  spirituality 
with  more  eommim  i^cnsu,  ^ipringing  fit)!)!  more  capii- 
cious  souls,  conveying  a  better  tvLsdum,  more  con- 
formable  to  the  truth  in  man,  in  nature,  and  in  human 
life,  than  the  literature  of  any  nation  that  ever  existed. 
That  same  i-ace,  side  by  side  with  the  unparalleled 
growth  of  its  industry,  produces  Shaksjienre,  Milton, 
Bacon,  and  Newton,  all  four  at  the  summit  of  human 
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thought, — aii<]  th«n,  just  below  thcvc  tmappronchithle 
Axt'd  lighlts  ft  wliolo  finnnriii^iil  iif  ^loHt's.  letisor  than 
thev.  as  all  i-reatetl  iiilelligeiic*^  most  be,  yet  in  whose 
superior  rayit  the  age  of  AugiiBtus,  nf  Leo  X..  of 
T^iUN  XIV.,  all  but  the  age  of  Pericles,  the  culture 
of  Greece,  pale  and  fiwlc.  And  jet  the  literature  of 
Engliind  is  not  tht>  only,  scarcely  the  moitt  splendid, 
fruit  or  fonii  <if  the  UK'utitl  power  and  tin-  fiipi^ulie 
ehnrAct«r  of  Kngland.  That  staiiie  rAca,  along  with 
their  industry,  along  with  their  literature,  hoa  built 
up  a  jnrisprudenL'e  which  ia  for  substance  our  law- 
to-day, —  has  CO  11  )i  true  ted  the  larijcsl  nicrcii  utile  and 
war  imvy,  and  the  largest  eummercinl  empire  with  it« 
pillars  ennireliiig  tin-  globe,  ihnt  men  ever  saw,  —  ha* 
gtiiued  greater  viclurie^  on  sea  and  land  thnii  any 
power  ill  the  world.  —  hax  erected  the  sma1le!<t  spot 
to  the  Uiost  im])erial  ascendency  recm-ded  in  histoi^. 
The  administrative  triumphs  of  her  intellect  are  as 
cont<ptcunu9  a.!!  her  imaginalii'e  and  her  speculative 
triiinipha. 

Such  i»  mental  power.  Mark  it«  union  with  labor 
and  with  all  greatness :  deduce  the  InA' ;  leani  the 
lesson  ;  kjc  how  you,  too,  may  grow  great.  Surh  an 
induittry  a«  ihftl  of  Knglimd  demomled  such  an 
intellect  ax  that  of  Hnghind.  .S'l^  votU  diam  itur  ad 
attra!    That  way  Xt>  you.  aluo.  glory  lies  I 

1  have  now  been  speaking  of  a  way  in  which  mental 
Cidturc  may  help  your  Iiibor  to  grow  independent  of 
governmeutul  policy,  and  thus  to  disregard  and  en- 
dure what  you  eannot  control.  But  may  not  the 
same  great  agent  do  more  than  thi.H?  May  it  not., 
not  merely  enable  you  to  bear  an  adniiniMrative  pol- 
icy which   you   cannot  prevent,  but   enable  you   to 
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return  the  more  grateful  power  of  inSuencing  na- 
tional councilB  mid  national  policy,  long  nfler  the 
DDtnmcul  cuntrol  Itiu)  ){uuo  to  ilvrell  in  the  iniperiiil 
valltfj-  of  llw  \Ve*l? 

1  will  nut  p«u»<-  to  m.y  w  obvious  n  thing,  iw  that 
thoA«  you  rail  public  men.  thwe  whom  voii  .tend  In 
ui^  your  claim!)  and  conitiilt  vour  interests  in  the 
national  asnemhly,  are  better  fitted  for  their  task  Uy 
profound  and  libera)  studies.  This  were  too  obvious 
a  tliuught :  and  yet  1  <;uiinot  help  hoMirg  up  to  your 
DOtic4!  tt  wry  splt-ndid  exempli  ftention  of  thi»,  in  that 
"old  miiti  elo<iiifiit,"  wlin  counts  hiinM-If  to  have 
risen  fri-ni  liic  Prfsideney  to  rt^pre^ent  tixc  people  in 
the  House  of  Keprexentativeii.  8eti  there  what  the 
most  universal  ao(|ui»itionK  will  do  for  the  nioiit  powi-r- 
ful  lalentA.  How  thone  viist  aoetimulalionft  of  Icnrniiig 
are  fused,  mouided,  and  projected,  by  the  fiery  tide 
of  mind!  How  tJiut  caiuicious  memory,  realizing 
half  the  murvchi  of  Pascal  and  uf  Cit-ero,  yii'^lds  up 
in  a  inonii-nt  ihu  hived  wt»dum  of  a  life  of  study  and 
a  lift:  of  action.  —  the  hajipiest  word,  the  apU'«t 
literary  illuiilriilion,  th«  exact  detail.  lht>  pret^i^e 
rlietortcnl  instrument  the  case  demands, —-how  it 
yieldw  all  "|>  iuManlly  to  the  Rtimulated,  fervid,  un- 
quenchahle  faL-ultiesI  Ilovv  litile  of  dilettanteism 
and  parade,  and  vagueiicsH  of  phrase  and  mysticiHrn 
of  idea;  how  eli-ar,  »vniiablr,  prncticiiblc.  direct. 
—  one  imniunse  toirfiit,  rui<htiig  as  an  arrow,  all 
the  way  from  the  perennial  tiouroe  to  the  hundred 
mouths! 

If  mental  oultnre  ilid  nothing  for  you  but  send 
8Uch  men  to  consult  on  your  welfare  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  it  would  do  much  to  preserve  your 
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political  attcendency.  But  look  at  this  mailer  ii  little 
more  largely.  Sup]>osc  lliiit  W  succf»^ion  of  fffort, 
by  stixly,  by  tiiiit-,  yoii  couM  nnlly  carry  up  ihu  lile- 
rnry  cIi»rHCt«r  of  Mii!<stii'hii»etts  to  as  high  a  degree 
of  Biiperiority  tn  the  general  literary  cliaracter  of  these 
States,  as  that  of  Attica  comjiared  with  the  other 
States  of  Greece  in  the  age  after  the  Persian  wai*; 
stippoiie  the  sch(>ol-boy  boast  could  be  achieved,  and 
you  were  the  Athens  of  America;  sii|>pos«  the  libra- 
ricH,  the  et-hooU,  the  t«aclii*rs,  the  seholar^.  were  hei^, 
the  gallfrics  of  art,  the  ttubUe  thinkers,  the  weavci-s 
of  systems,  the  laurelled  brow,  "the  visiim  and  the 
faculty  divine;"  suppoae  the  whole  body  of  our 
written  productions,  from  newspapers  upwards  or 
doniiwanls,  had  obtained  a  i-ecogiiiiied  ituperiority 
over  those  of  any  other  region,  were  purer,  better 
expressed,  more  artist-like,  of  wider  compass;  sup- 
pose that  the  general  Uuttt  uf  the  world  and  the 
nation  cihoiild  antbcntiniie  and  svtUe  all  this, — 
would  it  or  would  it  not  jimnt  you  as  an  iiiMruiiienl 
of  politico]  asechdenoy  ?  It  would  be  soothing  to  onr 
pride,  certainly.  Perhaps  that  would  not  be  all. 
Knowledge  is  power  as  well  as  fame.  You  coidd 
not,  perhaps,  hold  the  lettered  and  moral  relation  to 
Aineriea  which  I  have  sketched  —  it  is,  alas  I  a  sketch 
—  without  hohliiig  a  politieal  relation  in  some  degree 
of  cuncnpondencc  with  it.  Think  of  that  ttubtle, 
all'embradng.  jilastic.  myslenouH,  irrt-siotible  thing 
called  public  opinion,  the  god  of  thb  lower  world,  and 
consider  what  a  State,  or  a  cluster  of  States,  of  marked 
and aeknowledgcd  literary  nnd  intellectual  lead,  might 
do  to  color  am)  shape  that  opinion  to  their  will. 
Consider  how  winged  are  word*,  how  electrical,  light- 
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like  tliv  »pti.-d  of  tliought,  how  awful  human  sym- 
pathy. CViiisider  how  soon  n  \\\»e,  a  )ii-iuitifiil  llic^ugbt 
utt«ie«l  here.  —  a  MUtitnent  of  liberty  jwrliap^,  or 
word  of  siR-cor  to  the  oppressed,  of  exhortations  to 
duty,  t»  piitriotiNin,  to  glor}',  thi;  rcfutiitiuii  of  a 
)ioi)tiiHtu,  the  uiifnUliii);  of  a  Irutli  for  which  thv  tuition 
may  be  bcttpr,  —  how  siyon  a  word  fitly  or  wisely 
spoken  li«r«  ici  road  on  the  Upper  Mi^i^Mppi  nud 
beneath  the  orange-groves  of  Florida,  all  through  the 
uneqiuilled  vutley ;  bowvostannudii-nce  it  gains,  into 
how  miuiy  bosonis  it  has  avceaii,  on  how  much  good 
Moil  tliu  s«vrl  iiiiiy  Kit  and  spring  to  lifv.  liow  viuuly 
and  fast  th«  fine  spirit  of  Irittli  and  huuiity  goes  all 
abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  world.  Consider  thut 
t)ie  ini-dita<ion»  of  a  »>iig1u  ulu^it,  tliv  piiniphk-t  of 
a  Dingle  writer,  have  iiifliinied  or  composted  tiatioiia 
and  arniiee.  shaken  thrones,  determined  the  policy  of 
governmenta  for  yemn  of  war  or  peace.  Consider 
that  the  Drapior's  Letters  of  Swift  net  Ireland  on  fire, 
canix'llv<l  the  ptitcnt  of  King  William,  ini^pirod  or 
kept  breathing  (he  spirit  which  in  a  Iat«r  day  the 
cloqueiict!  of  (irattan  wvokrd  tn  national  life.  Burke's 
Itetlectious  on  the  French  Kevolutinn  l>egan  tliat 
great  contention  of  nations  that  taflted  a  qnarter  of  a 
century,  till  the  sun  went  down  on  the  drenched  field 
of  Waterloo.  The  sarcnatUH  of  Voltaire  hud  torn 
away  its  gvandour  from  tin;  throne,  and  its  sacrcdness 
from  the  kindixd  church,  or  [Ktpulur  violenev  might 
aot  have  blown  iheni  both  into  the  air.  Hv  who 
guides  public  opinion  moves  the  hand  tliat  moves  the 
world  I 

There  is  an  influenee  which  I  would  rather  see 
Massachusetts  exert  on  her  sisters  of  this  Union, 
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Uian  se«  her  furnish  a  President  every  twelve  years 
or  command  a  majonty  on  any  lUvUion  in  Congress; 
and  that  is  such  un  inlliu-iici;  ns  Athens  exerted  on 
tiie  taste  and  opinion  lirst  uf  Greece,  tlicn  of  Rome, 
then  of  the  univiTSiil  inoilem  world  ;  such  n*  she 
will  exert  while  ihi-  raee  of  iniin  t^'xists.  Thii*,  of  all 
the  kinds  uf  empire,  was  most  grat«ful  and  innocent 
and  gUirious  and  immortal.  Thi-»  was  won  hy  no 
bargain,  by  no  fraud,  by  no  war  of  the  Peloponnesus, 
by  tlie  shedding  of  no  human  blood.  It  would  rest 
on  admiration  of  the  beiiutifid,  the  good,  the  true  in 
art,  in  poetry,  in  thought;  and  it  would  liist  while 
the  emotions,  its  object,  were  left  in  a  human  soul. 
It  woubl  turn  the  eye  of  Auierii-a  Iiilherwsirds  with 
love,  gratitude,  and  tenrs.  such  as  those  with  which 
we  turn  to  the  walk  of  Socrates  henwitb  ihe  plane- 
tree,  now  *cn;  the  summer  hour  of  Cioevo,  the  prison 
into  which  philoswiphy  descended  to  console  the  itpirit 
of  Koethius.  that  room  through  wliose  opened  win- 
dow came  into  the  par  of  Scott,  as  he  died,  the  mur- 
mur of  the  gentle  Tweed, — love,  gratitude,  and 
tears,  such  as  we  all  yield  to  those  whose  immortal 
wisdom,  whoso  divine  verse,  whose  eloquence  of 
heaven,  whose  scenes  of  many-colored  life,  have  held 
up  the  show  of  thing*  to  the  insatiate  desires  of  the 
mind,  h.i\e  taught  us  how  to  live  ami  how  to  die ' 
Herein  were  power,  herein  were  influence,  herein 
were  security.  Even  in  the  madness  of  civil  war  it 
might  survive  for  refuge  and  defence  1 

"Lilt  not  tliy  ipCTir  «gain»l  the  Miuc's  boii«r. 
The  Rrcai  EmBililBn  toniiiicMr  hid  ipur* 
Tlic  liou»p  i>[  I'lndnrti*.  wlicn  temple  nnd  iii«*r 
Went  Id  till-  ^^uml.     ,\nil  Hip  rtpenltd  air 
Of  und  Elcctrm'a  poet  ImJ  iJie  power 
To  »To  the  AtheouD  walU  from  ruin  bija." 
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And  now  if  any  one,  any  child  of  Mas»a«liusettH, 
looking  round  him  and  forward,  trying  to  cast  lIiB 
'  horoscope  of  Iiis  local  furtuueu).  feels  a  iu.-ntiincnt  of 
despondency  upoti  his  spirit,  nud  Ihiiiks  ull  ihi.-t  ex- 
horUtion  to  mental  culture  as  «  means  nf  retaining 
endiingcred  or  ri>ci'din{i  [wwcr  t«  he  hut  the  dream 
of  pedantry,  iiud  hcgiiis  to  think  that  if  he  would 
belong  to  u  great  Slate,  an  historical  State,  an  ascen- 
dant StAte,  lie  must  he  netting  out  toward  the  tran- 
quil wa,  —  to  him  I  say,  turn  back  to  her  origin,  nnd 
be  of  thy  unfilial  fears  anhained  I  Thou,  a  descend- 
ant of  that  ancestry  of  heroes,  and  nlrctidy  only  in 
the  two  huudredlh  yciir,  afraid  that  ihv  State  ift  dying 
out  1  Do  you  forget  that  it  I«oi(  two  hunflred  years 
of  (raining  in  England,  in  Scotland,  in  Geneva,  in 
the  Nelherinnds,  —  two  hundmd  years  of  persecu- 
tion, of  liffl  passed  in  vxilo  und  in  cliains,  of  death 
triumphiug  over  fires,  —  U>  form  out  of  the  general 
mind  of  Kii^liLud  tlu-Ke  one  hundred  men  and  women, 
our  fathers  aixl  niothcrs,  who  landed  oa  the  Rock, 
and  do  yon  tliinic  a  plant  so  long  in  rearing  luw 
begun  already  to  decay? 

It  took  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  more,  —  one  long 
war,  one  long  labor,  one  long  trial.  on«  long  sorrow, 
se  we  count  sorrow,  years  of  want  aiul  disease,  of 
bereavement*,  of  battle,  of  thought,  of  every  heroical 
faculty  tasked  by  every  hcioiual  labor,  one  long, 
varied,  searchiTig,  tremendous  educati<inal  prooesn, 
just  the  process  to  evolve  and  mature  these  trails  on 
whieh  a  commonwealth  might  repose  for  a  thousand 
year*  of  glory,  — it  took  all  this  more  to  train  them 
or  the  loftiiT  sphere,  the  gran<ler  duties,  the  more 
imperial  and  historical  renown,  of  independence  and 


182 


THE  STATE  ASD  MEKTAt  CULTrRE. 


union ;  aiul  do  yon  Oiink  Mint  the  anergics  of  ttuoh 
a  nature.  »o  teni)><)re<l  and  rollntrd,  are  become  ex- 
liAuaUd  in  li.itf  K  cuiitury  ?  Who  bcli»vf»  in  such  an 
idle  expemiiturc  of  prepnration  ?  Why.  that  would 
be  to  bew  out  a  tbroiie  of  gi-atiite  on  llie  side  of  ever- 
lasting hills  by  the  lal>or  of  generationit,  for  one  old 
king,  the  last  of  hi^  line,  to  die  on !  No  ;  be  true  to 
your  origin  and  to  yourselves,  and  dynasties  shall  fill 
by  successive  accessions  tbe  prepared  and  steadfast 
Beat. 

Doubtless  the  Pilgrim  race,  —  tbe  Puritan  race,  — 
■ball  go  everywhere,  and  possess  largely  of  every 
thing.  Tbe  frco  North-west,  especially,  will  bo 
theint;  the  skies  of  Ontario  and  Erie  and  Michigan, 
the  prairieit  of  IIIinoi».  the  banks  of  the  river  of 
beauty,  the  mines  of  WiKconsin  and  Iowa,  shall  be 
theirs.  Hut  the  old  homestead,  and.  the  custody  of 
the  Rock,  are  in  the  family  also.  Nearest  of  all  the 
children  to  the  scenes  of  the  fathers'  earthly  life, 
be  it  ours  the  longest  and  the  most  fondly  to  bear 
their  names,  and  hold  fast  their  virtues.  Be  it  ours, 
especially,  to  purify,  enrich,  adorn  this  State,  —  our 
own,  our  native  land,  —  our  fathers'  monument, — 
our  fatheiv'  praise  I 
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THE  POSITION  ASH  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  AHKRI- 
CAN  IIAU.  AS  AX  ELEMENT  OF  COSSEUVATISM 
IN  THE  STATE  : 

AX  AMIKCS-S  tJlEI.IVRItKn  BRP6I{E  TBR  iJkW  SCHOOL  IH 


Tqb  Speaker,  on  one  of  tJie  nniiiversnrifls  observed 
by  u  lic^-rary  a.*sociatmii  in  Uiis  ancient  university, 
ct'iijjriitiiliitH  bimself,  as  he  c«»t  Ms  ej'«  over  an 
uuiliviire  uf  tattu^  ttiul  It^arniug,  lliat  in  such  comjuiny 
he  «oul<I  have  no  temptation  to  stray  beyond  th« 
vrai\»  of  the  academy,  or  within  tlie  noiso  of  tho 
city  and  tlio  forum.  I  have  supposed  that  our  nay, 
on  the  coutrar}',  lies  directly  into  the  city  and  the 
forum.  I  have  usHunii'd  that  in  calling  me  to  thia 
duty  you  exijei-ted  and  designed  that  I  sliould  eon- 
ai4k'r  Home  topic  of  n  slrictly  professional  intereiit. 
AH  the  ubjeets  and  proprieties  of  llie  hour  require 
me  to  do  »o.  It  in  a  seminary  of  ihe  Eaw,  to  which 
the  day  is  set  apart.  It  is  to  students  of  the  law, 
ajw^'iiibled  in  the  presence  of  teaehent  of  the  law, — 
your  niaMlers  and  iny  own, —  and  ennipoKiiig  with 
them  »  achtiol  worthy  to  begin  a  new  ci-a  of  the 
enriched  and  various  jurisprudence  of  America, — 
it  is  to  the  members  of  a  profession,  that  I  address 
myself,  —  all  of  you  immersed  in  its  intricate  stud- 
ies, and  fired  by  what  Mtllon  lui»  called  iU  "prudent 
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aiid  heavenly  conlemplRtioiis."  Some  of  you  just 
going  forth  to  attempt  its  pniftk-e,  to  <lo  it»  liiirtl 
work,  to  kindle  with  its  excitations,  to  be  agitnted 
by  its  respou  si  bill  ties,  to  sound  its  dc-plhs  itiid  i<hoals 
of  honur,  —  and  it  is  therefore  of  thiiig»  pnifn-ssioiiiil 
that  I  seem  to  be  couiiiiuiided  to  speuk.  Uuublkas, 
there  i»  somewhat  iu  the  itpirit  of  the  place  that 
niifjht  suf^gcdt  the  wi>h  at  Ica.-'t  for  itiiilter  more 
"airy  and  delicious."  I  will  not  deny  that  I  never 
visit  these  scenes,  so  dear  to  learning,  without  a 
veiy  vehement  impulse  to  be  disengaged  for  tlie 
day  from  all  the  idle  business  of  the  law  and  of 
life,  —  from  litigious  terms,  fast  contentions,  and 
the  dream  of  "flowing  fees,"  —  from  fael*  sometimes 
without  interest,  and  rules  sometimes  without  sense, 
—  to  be  disengaged  from  all  this,  and  to  abandon 
myself  evermore  to  the  vernal  fancies  and  sensa- 
tions of  your  time  of  life,  to  the  various  banquet 
of  genend  knowledge  on  which  su  many  spirits  have 
been  fed,  to  all  those  fair  ideals  wliieh  once  had 
power  to  touch  and  fill  the  heart.  The  sentiment  is 
not  very  profctwional ;  and  yet  it  is  not  wholly  uu- 
countenaneed  by  authority.  V'nu  remember  that  it 
wa.1  the  great  Chaneellor  d'Aguessi-nii,  wlm,  full  of 
fame  as  of  years,  at  the  very  summit  of  the  jnrispru- 
dence  of  France,  the  most  learned  of  her  orators,  the 
most  eloquent  of  her  lawyers.  —  in  the  cunddenee  of 
a  letter  to  his  son,  could  confess  that  literatui-e  had 
tttwnys  been  to  him  u  sort  of  mental  debauch  into 
which  he  perpetually  and  necrotly  relapsed.  "  I  was 
boru,'*  he  said,  "iu  the  republic  of  elegant  letters; 
there  I  grew  to  ht-  a  man  ;  there  I  pa»M;d  the  hap- 
piest years  of  my  life ;  aud  to  it  I  com«  back  as  a 
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vratidcrcr  on  iscft  rcvUitji  lits  imtive  Iniit]."  But'  thi'ne 
wen;  tLc  coiif*-?«iuii)(  of  an  illii»tn<iii#  ropiiUtioiu 
wliich  would  iiflfoifl  to  ruuke  tliem.  Win  lii«  fauiv. 
Attain  his  yenivs  «iniilat«  liis  polUhed  elocjuence,  do 
an  iiuirh  for  the  law  of  a  free  country  a»  he  did  for 
that  of  the  denpotiHiu  of  Louie  XIV.  and  the  regency, 
and  you  may  make  the  same  confession  too.  Meaa- 
tiuie,  even  hero  tind  to-day  uni-  thutnu,  our  aim.  is 
the  law,  Thu  literary  iuHiieni.'^-s  and  Bolicitntioiis  of 
the  scene  and  hoiii-  wu  re^l  mid  cxpcL  We  put 
thvin.  cue  and  itll,  out  of  coui't.  Academiam  ittam 
exvremun  ut  lilcal ! 

There  urn  reusou^t  without  number  why  w«  should 
love  and  honor  our  noble  profewtiou,  atid  shotitd  be 
grateful  for  the  net^i-ssity  or  fcUeity  or  aveidcut  which 
called  us  to  its  survive. 

But  of  these  thort;  i«  onv,  I  think,  which.  ri>;ht!y 
apprL-ht'iidcd.  uujj^ht  to  b«  uppermost  in  every  law- 
yer's mind,  ou  which  hu  cannot  dwell  loo  ihouj^hb- 
fully  and  too  anxiously ;  U>  which  he  »hoiUd  reitort 
ulways  to  expikiid  and  erect  liinHpii-it  and  to  keep  him- 
self up,  if  I  may  say  ko,  to  the  li«ight  of  his  calling; 
from  which  he  ha.t  a  right  to  derive,  in  every  moment 
of  weariiu-ss  or  dialatite  or  despondency  —  not  an 
oci^tion  of  pride,  but  —  cea&eless  admonitions  to 
duty  and  incentives  to  hope.  And  that  reason  is, 
that  better  than  any  other,  or  oa  well  as  any  other 

iiition  or  business  in  the  whole  subordination  of 
life,  his  profession  enables  him  to  terve  the  Stntf.  A» 
rell  afi  any  other,  better  than  any  other  profession  op 
jusiness  or  sjiherc,  more  directly,  more  palpatdy,  it 
enables  and  cMiniiiamU  him  to  perform  certain  grand 
ami  dillicult  and  iudispcusablc  duties  of  piUrioli^ia, 
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—  certain  grand,  difficult,  and  indispensable  duties 
to  our  endeared  and  common  native  land. 

Turning  for  the  present,  then,  from  other  aspocta 
of  the  profession,  survey  it  under  this.  Certainly  it 
presents  uo  nobler  aspect.  It  present*  none  so  well 
Kditjiteil  —  I  do  not  say,  to  matcv  us  vain  of  it,  but  — 
to  make  us  fit  for  it,  to  make  us  equal  to  it,  to  put  ii& 
on  tumtug  it  to  it"^  utmost  account,  and  working  out 
it«  vfliolc  vast  and  various  and  Iiighe«t  ntilitii-K.  It 
raises  it  fruin  a  mere  calling  by  whieh  bread,  fame, 
and  social  place  may  be  eai-ned,  to  a  function  by 
which  the  repuhlic  may  be  served.  It  raisea  it  fwin 
n  dexltroutt  art  and  a  Hubtle  and  flexible  science  — 
from  a  cunning  logic,  a  gilded  rhetoric,  and  an  ambi- 
tion* learning,  wearing  tlie  pnriile  robe  of  the  sojih- 
isls,  and  letting  itJ^elf  to  hire — to  the  dignity  of 
almost  ft  department  of  government,  —  an  instni- 
nicntality  of  the  Stat*  for  the  well-bfing  and  conser- 
vation of  the  StJilt?.  Consider  then  the  position  and 
functions  of  the  .\merican  Bar  in  the  Commonwealth. 

I  make  haste  to  say  that  it  is  not  at  all  because  the 
legal  profession  may  be  thought  to  be  peculiarly 
adapted  to  fit  a  man  for  what  is  technically  called 
*•  public  life,"  and  to  afford  him  a  ready,  too  ready  an 
introduction  to  it,  —  it  is  not  on  any  tsucb  reason  as 
this  that  I  shall  attempt  to  maintain  the  sentiment 
which  1  hiivc  advanced.  It  is  not  by  enabling  its 
members  to  leave  it  and  become  the  members  of  a 
distinct  profession,  —  it  is  not  Ihiw  that  in  the  view 
which  I  could  winh  to  exhibit,  it  serves  the  State. 
It  is  not  the  jurist  turned  statesman  whom  I  mean  to 
b'lld  up  to  you  as  useful  to  the  republic.  —  although 
jurtsta  turned  statesmen  hxve  illustrated  every  i>age, 
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every  rear  of  our  annals,  and  bare  biii^lit  how  ndmir- 
a)>lr  the  school  of  the  Ihw  can  train  the  mtiid  and 
heart  for  thv  Hcrvico  of  voiixtitutioiiul  lihertr  untl  th« 
uuhifvcuii-nl  of  civil  honor.  It  i»  not  the  jiiriKt 
turned  KtaU-»innn  ;  it  t*  the  juriitt  an  jnri^t ;  it  id  tho 
jiiriitt  remaining  jtirtst;  it  Lt  the  httneh.  the  niagix- 
traey,  tli«  bar,  —  the  pmfen-tion  a«  a  profeMiion,  and 
in  ilit  profeAsionsI  character,  —  a  elaas,  a  body,  of 
which  I  mean  pxclusively  to  apeak;  and  my  poHitJoii 
is,  that  aa  such  it  hold-i,  or  may  aHpirt)  to  hold,  u 
plae«.  and  performs  a  function  of  peculiar  and  vaat 
utiefuhieiM  in  the  AmericHii  Commonwealth. 

Let  me  premise,  too,  that  instead  of  <Uf!fusing  my- 
self in  a  display  of  all  the  modea  by  which  the  pro- 
fewtion  of  the  law  may  claim  to  serve  the  State,  1 
Hhail  consider  but  a  single  one,  and  that  i»  ita  agi;noy 
as  an  element  of  conservation.  The  position  and 
functions  of  the  American  Bur,  then.  a»  an  element 
of  conservation  i»  Ihe  State,  —  this  precisely  and 
singly  is  the  topic  to  which  I  invite  your  attention. 

And  is  not  the  pmfc^sion  tinch  an  element  of  con- 
servation? Is  not  this  it«  charAvterietioal  office  and 
its  Hppn>priatc  pruiM.>?  Is  it  not  ho  that  in  its  nature, 
in  it«i  fiuictiouK,  in  the  iiitidlcctiuil  and  pniclical 
hiil>il«  which  it  fonnK,  in  ihe  opininnK  to  which  it 
ei>iidiictt*,  in  itll  ils*  tendencies  and  iniliiencea  of  ttpc-c- 
ulalion  and  action,  it  iit  and  ought  to  be  professiun- 
ally  and  peculiiirly  such  an  element  and  such  an 
i^i-nl,  —  that  it  contributes,  or  ought  to  be  held  to 
contribute,  more  than  at)  things  else,  or  as  much  as 
any  thing  else,  lo  preserve  our  organic  forms,  nur 
civil  and  social  order,  oui*  public  and  private  justice, 
<mr  constitutions  of  government.  —  even  the  Union 
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iuelf  ?  In  these  crises  t)iroiigli  which  our  liberty  is 
to  pass,  may  not,  miLit  not,  this  fiiticlioii  of  coiiscrvu* 
tiitiu  become  more  and  more  devvloped,  and  more  niid 
more  opemtive?  May  it  not  one  day  be  wriiu-ii.  for 
the  praisf  of  the  American  Bar.  that  it  helped  to 
ke«p  the  true  ideit  of  tlii?  Stale  alive  and  genninaiit 
in  the  Anu'riuuii  mind ;  tbul  it  helped  to  keep  alive 
tbt;  suered  si-iitlmeiits  uf  ubedivnec  und  revereucg 
aud  justice,  uf  tlie  siiprcmney  of  the  calm  and  grand 
n-iition  of  the  Uw  uvi-r  the  fitful  will  of  the  individiiul 
And  the  crowd;  thiit  it  helped  to  withst^md  the  per- 
nieioiix  sophism  that  the  siicceactive  ^cneriitions,  as 
ibey  come  to  life,  are  but  a»  ro  many  sncceseive 
flights*  of  summer  flies,  witliout  relations  to  the  past 
or  duties  to  the  future,  and  taugbt  instead  that  all  — 
all  the  dead,  the  living,  (he  uiiboiii  —  were  one  inuritl 
person,  —  one  for  action,  one  for  suffering,  one  for 
ix'sponsihility,  —  that  the  engagemenla  of  one  age 
may  bind  tiie  conscience  of  another ;  the  glory  or  the 
tttiaine  of  a  day  may  brigliten  or  stain  the  current  of 
a  thousand  years  of  continuoiis  national  being? 
Consider  the  profession  of  the  law,  then,  ao  an  ele- 
ment of  eoQservBtiou  in  the  American  State.  I  think 
it  is  naturally  such,  so  to  speak  ;  but  I  am  sure  it  is 
our  duty  to  make  and  lo  keep  it  sueh. 

It  mny  be  said,  I  think  with  soine  truth,  of  the  pro* 
feKsinn  of  the  Bar,  that  in  all  jiolitical  syntems  and  in 
all  times  it  has  seemed  to  possess  a  twofold  nature ; 
tliiit  it  has  seemed  to  be  fired  by  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
«nd  yet  to  hold  fast  the  sentiments  of  order  and  rev- 
erence, aud  the  duty  of  subordination ;  that  it  has 
resisted  despotism,  and  yet  taught  obedienee  ;  that  it 
lias  recognized  and  vindieuti^  the  rights  of  iinm,  luid 


THE   AMKRICAK   RAR. 


139 


jet  has  reckoned  it  always  among  the  most  sacred 
moiit  precioiiH  of  those  rights,  to  be  Hhieldetl  mid 
led  l>y  the  divine  nature  and  immortal  reason  of  Inw ; 
tliitt  it  npprL'ci»tc«  soi-iiil  prognrsisiou  und  eontribuU-s 
to  it,  and  riitikH  in  the  c1iu«l>^  and  with  this  ngi-iits  uf 
progrer«»)oii,  yet  evi-rmore  vouiiitel:«  and  court!*  perma- 
nence and  coiwei'vntiitin  and  ivHt;  that  it  loves  light 
better  than  darkness,  and  yet,  like  the  eccentric  or 
wise  mun  in  the  old  historian,  hiu  n  habit  of  looking 
away  as  the  nii^ht  wanes  to  the  western  sky,  to  detect 
there  the  lirst  streaks  of  ixiiuruing  <lawu. 

I  know  that  thi.s  i.-«  high  prntsc  of  tlie  prufv;<«ioiia1 
character ;  and  it  h  true.  See  if  iherf!  is  not  snine 
truth  in  it.  See  at  leoiit  whetJier  we  may  not  dewrve 
it.,  by  a  eareful  cnltiirn  of  the  tntrlnAii'a!  temlencics 
of  our  habitual  studies  and  employments,  and  all  tbafc 
u  peculiar  to  our  prufessiomil  life. 

It  is  cerlain,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  ej-mpntliies 
(if  the  lawyer  iu  our  system  arc  with  the  people  and 
with  liherly.  Tlicy  are  with  the  greatest  iiumhcr  of 
the  jXMJple  ;  they  aiv  with  what  you  call  the  masses; 
he  8priiigit  from  them;  they  are  his  patrona;  their 
favor  givea  him  bread ;  it  gives  him  conHtderation ;  it 
raises  him,  aa  Cniran  so  gracefully  ftaid  of  himnelf. 
"  the  child  of  a  peasant,  to  the  table  of  his  prince." 
The  prosperity  of  the  people  employs  and  enriches 
him. 

It  docs  not  fall  within  my  immediate  object  to  dwell 
long<T  Oil  this  aspect  of  the  twofold  nature  of  Ihu 
profession  of  the  Bar,  —  iUt  tendencies  and  leanings 
to  the  people  and  to  liberty.  It  might  not  be  unin- 
struetive  to  sustain  and  qualify  the  view  by  a  glance 
at  a  few  remarkable  periods  of  its  liiatory,  under  a 
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few  widely  discriminated  political  syntems  of  ancient 
StiiteH  and  times,  —  the  Koiniin  Bar.  fur  example,  be- 
fore and  under  the  earliest  times  of  the  Empire;  the 
French  Bar  at  the  Revolution ;  the  American  Bur 
from  the  planting  of  the  (;olonii>8.  I)ut  I  must  hiMtrn 
io  my  principal  purpoBO  in  this  siddress,  —  iin  cxliilii- 
tion  of  the  Other  iispect  of  the  profession,  it«  function 
of  constfrvMlUm. 

In  proceeding  to  thU,  I  think  I  may  take  for 
granted  that  conservatism  is,  in  the  actual  circum- 
fltanoes  of  this  country,  the  one  grand  and  compre- 
hensive duty  of  a  thoughtful  patriotism.  I  speak  in 
the  general,  of  course,  not  pausing  upon  little  or  in- 
evitable qualifications  here  and  there.  —  not  meaning 
any  thing  so  absui'd  as  to  say  that  this  law.  or  that 
usage,  or  that  judgment,  or  that  custom  or  condition, 
might  not  be  corrected  or  expunged,  —  not  meaning 
Btill  less  to  invade  the  domains  of  moral  and  philan- 
thropic reform,  true  or  false.  I  speak  of  our  geneiitl 
political  Si-stflm  ;  our  organic  forms ;  our  written  con- 
stitutions ;  the  great  bo<iy  anil  llie  gencrid  adminis- 
trutiuu  of  our  jurisprudenco;  the  gi'nentl  way  in 
wliicli  lihttrty  m  blended  witli  order,  nnd  the  principlu 
of  progression  with  the  securities  of  pi-niiancncr ;  the 
relation  of  the  States  and  the  functions  of  the  L'niou, 
—  and  I  suy  of  it  in  a  mass,  that  conservation  is  tho 
chief  end.  the  largest  duty,  and  tlie  truest  glory  of 
American  statesmanship. 

There  are  uiitious,  I  make  no  question,  whose  his- 
tory, condition,  aii<l  dangers  call  them  to  a  different 
work.  There  are  those  whom  every  thing  in  their 
history,  condition,  and  dangen^  tulmuuishcs  to  reform 
fundamentally,  if  they  would  be  saved.     Willi  them 
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■  wlml«!  politicnl  and  social  order  is  to  be  rearranged. 
The  stem  plaiin  of  lalior  U  to  btt  provided  for.  Ite 
long  ant^moiiiKin  with  ciipiUl  h  to  be  reconciled. 
Property  m  all  t«  be  parwllfd  out  in  some  nearer 
conformity  t»  a  part-nlid  law  of  natme.  Convcn* 
tional  diHcriniinatioiiH  of  piecedftiice  and  right  are  to 
be  swept  iiway.  Old  forms  from  which  the  life  is 
gone  are  to  drop  as  leaves  in  autumo.  Frowning 
lowers  nodding  to  their  fall  are  to  be  taken  down. 
Small  freeholds  must  dot  over  and  cut  up  imperial 
park&.  A  lar|^  infusion  of  liberty  must  be  poured 
along  the.''«  emptied  veins  aud  throb  in  that  great 
heiirt.  With  I  hose,  the  piwt  must  be  resigned;  tlio 
pi-eiteiit  must  be  convulsed,  that  "an  immeaKUrablo 
future,"  as  Carlyle  ha»  said, "  may  be  filled  with  fruit- 
fulness  mid  a  verdant  shade." 

But  with  us  the  age  of  thix  mode  and  this  degree 
of  refurni  is  over;  its  work  i*  done.  The  pniwage  of 
the  [tea,  the  oecufKilion  and  ciiltiii-e  of  »  new  world, 
the  contjuest  of  independence,  —  these  were  our  eraa, 
these  nnr  agency,  of  reform.  In  our  junsprudence 
of  liberty,  whieh  gujirds  our  person  from  violence  and 
our  goods  fi-om  plunder,  and  which  forbids  the  wliole 
power  of  the  Stale  itself  to  fake  the  ewe  lamb,  or  to 
trample  on  a  blade  of  the  graas  of  the  humblest  citi- 
zen without  adequate  remuneration ;  which  makes 
every  dwelling  large  enough  to  shelter  a  humau  life 
ita  owner's  eastle  which  winds  and  rain  may  enter 
but  which  the  gowrnmeut  cannot,  ^  in  our  written 
constitutions,  wh(;rL-by  the  people,  exorcising  an  net 
of  sublime  self>re«traiut,  have  inlenddl  to  put  it  nut 
of  tbcir  own  puwvr  for  ever,  to  be  pai^ionatc,  tumul- 
tuous, unwise,  unjust ;  whereby  they  have  iuteudcd. 
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by  mpuns  of  u  i»y»lpiii  wf  reprexeiitJition ;  hy  iiifiins 
of  l)w  ilijilributioii  of  gnvenimeiit  into  (Icpartinviilis 
indcpeiuli^rit,  oiiiiitliiiale  fur  checktt  niul  ImlHiK-eit;  by 
n  double  clmiubor  of  legidlatioii ;  by  the  eAtablmh- 
riieiil  of  A  fiinilameiital  anil  paramount  oigRuio  law ; 
iiy  the  organization  of  n  jiuiiciiiry  whose  function, 
whosi-  loftiest  function  it  is  to  test  the  legislation  of 
the  day  by  this  standard  for  all  time,  —  coiistitulions, 
whereby  by  all  thesfi  iDVitns  they  biivc  intcndi'd  to 
secure  u  government  of  laws,  nut  of  mon  ;  of  ivusoq, 
not  of  will ;  of  justice,  not  of  fraud,  —  in  Ihat  ^and 
dogma  of  fiiuality,  —  eqnaiitv  of  right,  of  bnrtheiiR, 
of  duty,  of  [irivilfgi-e,  and  of  (■hanees,  which  i.*  the 
very  mystery  of  onr  social  being,  —  to  the  Jews,  a 
tttuujbliug-blook  ;  to  the  fJn-clts,  foolifhnoss, — our 
Htrvngth,  our  glory,  —  in  that  liberty  which  wv  value 
not  solely  because  it  is  a  natural  right  of  man  ;  not 
solely  because  it  is  a  principle  of  individual  energy 
and  a  guaranty  of  national  renown ;  not  at  all  be- 
cause it  attracts  a  procession  and  lights  a  bonfire, 
but  because,  when  blended  with  order,  fitlcnded  by 
liiw,  temiHTcd  by  virtue,  gnici-d  by  culture,  it  is  a 
great  practical  goo(] ;  bDoaiisc  in  her  right  baixl  Hro 
riches,  and  honor,  mid  peace;  because  »bo  hrus  oonio 
down  from  her  golden  and  purple  cloud  to  walk  in 
bngbtuciw  by  the  weary  ploughman's  aide,  and  whis- 
per in  his  ear  as  he  rastj*  the  seed  ivith  tears,  that  the 
harvest  which  fn)st  and  mildew  and  canker-worm 
shall  spare,  the  government  shall  spare  also;  in  our 
distribution  into  separate  and  kindred  Slates,  not 
wholly  independent,  not  quite  identical,  in  "  the  wide 
arch  of  the  ranged  empire"  above,  —  these  arc  they 
in  wliich  the  fruits  of  our  age  and  our  agency  of  re- 
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form  arc  einbwiicd;  nnd  tlic«o  iiro  tbi-v  by  wbiuh,  [f 
we  are  wiM.  —  if  w«  iiiidcrxtiiml  Ihc  llihiga  tliiit  be- 
long to  our  [waoe,  —  they  may  be  ptTpctimted.  Il  U 
for  thu  thnt  I  »ay  the  QMsi  of  rt^forni.  th«  ainiH  of 
reform,  llie  us*s  of  reform  here,  therefore,  are  wholly 
unlike  llie  fields,  uflen.  and  aima  of  reform  elsewhere. 
Foreign  vxumpleit.  foreign  counsel.  —  well  or  ill  meHnt, 
—  the  iMlviv<!  of  the  first  fori-ijjn  uiuli-wtiitniiiigs,  (Ik- 
example  of  the  wiisesl  foreign  natioits,  are  woi»e  than 
ui>«Iet>a  for  iin.  Kveii  the  teachiiigx  of  hintory  are  to 
be  nautiously  conitulted,  or  the  giiidt?  of  human  life 
will  lead  tia  amtraj.  We  need  reform  enough,  Heaven 
Icuows ;  hut  it  is  the  reformation  of  our  indiA-idiial 
Belvcs.  the  bettering  of  oiiv  personal  naturi's:  it  Is 
a  more  iatellectual  indiiatry;  it  is  a  more  diffuned. 
profound,  and  griieeful,  popular,  and  higher  ciUture: 
it  i»  a  wilier  devebipnieut  of  the  love  and  diKcornment 
of  the  beautiful  in  form,  in  color,  in  speech,  and  in  the 
80ul  of  man,  — this  is  what  we  need,  —  petsonal,  moral, 
mental  reform, —  not  civil  —  not  political !  No,  no  I 
Govemnient,  HubHtantially  as  it  is ;  jurisprudence, 
substantially  m  it  is;  the  general  arrangement*  of 
liberty,  substantially  as  they  are  ;  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union,  exticlly  as  they  are, —  this  is  to  be 
wUe,  aci-ording  (o  the  wisdom  of  America. 

To  the  con.se rvation,  ibcn,  of  this  general  order  of 
things.  I  think  the  profession  of  the  Itar  may  he  aaid 
to  be  assigned,  for  this  reason,  among  others,  —  the 
only  one  which  I  shall  seek  to  develop,  —  tJiat.  its 
studies  and  employments  tend  to  form  in  it  and  fit  it 
to  diffuse  and  impress  on  the  popular  iiiind  u  cla.-«  of 
npinionit  —  one  ela«s  of  opinions  — ivhich  are  iudi». 
pensabie  to  conservation.    lUi  studies  and  iifTices  train 
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and  arm  it  to  counteract  exacUjr  that  spcviitc  sy8t«m  o£ 
opiiiioitii  by  whi<.-li  our  liWrty  must  die,  and  ti>  difTiitto 
ttiid  iiii|>ri;»i>  tbui^L-  by  uliidi  it  may  bo  kept  ulivc. 

By  what  muw»  a  State  witJi  jui«t  tlint  quantity  of 
libiri'ty  ill  iU  ooniitilulion  whk^h  bflcin^'i*  to  tho  tilales 
of  Auitrma,  with  juHt  tliot^e  cigaDizatlonH  into  which 
our  polity  h  moulded,  witJi  just  tliose  proportions  of 
tiit^  clenieiitH  of  law  and  order  and  reiitraint  on  tbe 
one  iiand,  anil  the  pussiutmtc  love  of  freedom,  and 
quick  and  high  Hciise  of  itenfonal  indvpcudcnce  on 
tbc  otliur,  —  by  what  means  »m;b  a  Slate  may  bo 
pn-MTVi'd  tlimugli  a  full  lifetime  of  enjoymeut  aad 
glory,  what  kind  of  death  it  shall  die,  by  what  dia^* 
iioslica  the  approach  of  that  death  may  be  known, 
by  what  conjuration  it  is  for  a  space  to  be  charmed 
away,  til  rough  what  euceessiun  of  decay  and  decadence 
it  xliall  at  lengtli  go  down  lo  the  tumb  of  the  iialiumt, 
—  these  (]Ufetion»  are  the  largest,  pertaining  to  tho 
things  of  this  wnrld,  that  can  be  pondered  by  th« 
mind  of  man.  More  than  all  othent,  too,  they  con- 
found the  wi«doni  of  man.  But  some  thinga  we 
know.  A  nation,  a  national  exiittence,  a  nulional 
history,  itt  nothing  but  a  production,  nothing  but  an 
exponent,  of  a  national  mind.  At  the  foundation  of 
all  splendid  and  remarkable  national  distinction  there 
lie  at  last  a  few  isiinple  and  energetic  traits:  a  proud 
heart,  a  resolute  will,  sagacious  tlioughts,  reverence, 
veneration,  the  ancient  prudence,  sound  maxims,  true 
wisdom ;  and  so  the  dying  of  a  nation  begins  in  the 
heart.  There  are  sentiments  concerning  the  true 
idea  of  the  State,  concerning  law,  concerning  liberty, 
Qoncerning  justice,  so  active,  bo  mortal,  that  if  they 
pervade  and  taint  the  general  miud,  and  transpire  in 
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IicbI  poIilicM.  tho  coinniuDWL-alth  U  lost  alresdj. 
It  «'(M  uf  llifMu  tliut  till-  di-moomcii's  of  Greece,  one 
ttfkT  fttiotlivr,  tiii»vr.tl)ly  died.  It  vrus  not  mo  miidi 
the  Kjiear  of  the  great  Knmtliiitn  coiKjiieror  wliioh 
bore  tlie  beaming  fnreliead  of  Alhenit  to  the  dust,  as 
it  was  thut  dUcaiicd.  universal  opiuioD,  thoHe  tumults 
uotu  mid  finudulctit  practical  politics,  wliich  came  at 
last  to  EiiperM-du  the  conntitutioii  uf  Solon,  nud  the 
vqntvHlciitK  of  IVriL-lcs,  which  dethroned  the  rciiiwn  of 
the  St»tu,»haUcred  iiiid  dissolved  its  cheeks,  hulaiici-», 
and  securities  a^^itiiiKt  hoMle  and  wrong,  niinulU'd 
ita  lawit,  repudiated  ttft  obligntioiim,  »hiiined  away  it» 
jualiee,  and  set  up  instead,  for  rule,  the  pasiiiou,  fe- 
rocity. Mid  caprice,  and  cupidity,  and  fraud  of  a 
fluiihed  majority,  cheated  an<l  guided  by  syonphiint* 
an<l  deiiiagogiieH,  —  it  wait  l.hiH  diiictuicd  public  opin- 
ion Hnd  these  potilioM,  itn  fniitti,  more  deadly  than  the 
gold  or  the  phitlanx  of  Philip,  that  cotil  her  dotva 
antiinely  from  ber  tlirone  on  high. 

And  now  nhat  are  these  sentiments  and  opinions 
from  which  tlie  public  mind  of  America  is  in  danger, 
and  which  the  studies  and  oflices  of  our  profesbion 
have  fitted  us  and  impose  on  us  the  duty  to  en- 
counter and  correct? 

In  the  fir-st  place,  it  has  been  supposed  that  there 
might  be  detected,  not  yet  in  the  general  mind,  but 
in  what  may  grow  to  be  the  general  mind,  a  singu* 
Isrly  inadequate  i<tea  of  the  State  a^  an  unchangeable, 
indestructible,  nndt speaking  after  the  manner  of  men, 
an  immortal  thing.  I  do  not  refer  at  this  moment 
excluMively  to  the  tcm])cr  in  which  the  Federal  Union 
is  regar<]ed,  though  that  is  n  startling  illustration  of 
the  wore  general  and  dee|>er  sentiment,  but  I  refer  id 
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a  larger  yiew  to  what  some  have  thought  the  popular 
or  common  idea  of  the  civil  State  itself,  ita  siicreci- 
nese.  its  permaneofe.  it*  ends,  —  in  the  lofty  phriiso 
of  Cicero,  it«  (.-teriiity.  The  t«udciicj  iippcuni  to  bo 
lu  rvgard  the  whulv  concern  us  aji  aitsuc-iiitiiiii  alto* 
g..*tln'r  at  will,  and  nt  the  will  of  ev<-rj-bo<ly.  Its 
boundary  lines,  its  constituent  numbers,  its  physical, 
social,  and  constitutional  identity,  its  polity,  il«  law, 
its  continiiiinc'L^  for  aj;<cs,  it^i  (Ii.s»ohition,  —  all  th<M8 
seem  to  in;  held  in  the  nature  of  so  many  open  quea- 
tiona.  Whether  our  tovntry — words  »o  simple,  ao 
expressive,  so  sacred  ;  which,  like  Either,  child,  wife, 
should  present  im  image  fumiliar,  endeared,  definite 
to  the  heart  —  wliothcr  our  country  shall,  in  the 
Goiu^sc  of  the  next  six  months,  extend  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  Ciulf,  or  be  confined  to  the  parocliial 
limits  of  tlic  Slate  where  we  live,  or  have  no  exist- 
ence at  all  for  u* ;  wliei-e  \X*  centre  of  power  shall  be  ; 
wIioMC  i<la1  lU's  ^hall  be  borne  in  its  processions ;  whose 
names,  what  days,  what  incidents  of  glory  oommemo- 
rated  in  its  anniversaries,  and  what  symbols  blaze  on 
its  flag. —  in  all  this  there  is  getting  to  he  a  rather 
growing  habit  of  politic  non-conunittalism.  Having 
learned  fn)ni  Kou»wnu  and  Locke,  and  our  own  revo- 
lutionary age,  itf*  tbeorieM  and  its  act*,  that  the  State  is 
notliing  but  a  contract,  rests  in  contract-,  springs  from 
contract ;  that  government  is  a  contrivance  of  human 
wisdom  for  human  wants ;  that  the  civil  life,  like  the 
Sabbath,  is  made  for  man,  not  man  for  either ;  having 
onlyabout  scvenfi' years  ago  laid  hold  of  an  arbitxary 
fragment  of  the  British  empire,  uud  appropriated  it 
to  ourselves,  which  is  all  the  country  we  over  had ; 
having  gone  on  enlarging,  doubling,  trebling,  changing 
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all  this  HiDCO,  ut  a  garmcMtt  or  n  house ;  aoctistoiDvcl 
to  Bticountvr  vvi-ry  day,  «t  ihe  polls,  in  thv  market, 
at  the  mijiroIIiitieniiK  banqui^t  of  our  l.ibtTty  overy- 
where,  crowfU  of  jiprsoiw  wlinm  we  iiov«r  saw  bcfure, 
strangem  in  the  country,  yet  just  as  good  citizen!*  as 
ountelvea;  with  a  wholp  continent  liefore  w»,  or  half 
tt  one.  to  choose  a  home  in ;  teaseJ  aiid  made  peevish 
by  all  manner  of  snml),  local  jealoiuties ;  tormented 
by  the  stimulations  of  a  vp  volution  a  ry  iihilanthropy; 
enterprising,  speculative,  itinerant,  improving,  "stu- 
dious of  change,  and  pleased  with  novelty "  l)eyoiid 
tbc  general  habit  of  desultory  man ;  —  it  might  al- 
moHt  si-em  to  be  growing  to  bo  our  national  humor  to 
hold  ourselves  free  «t  every  inirtant,  to  be  and  do  juBt 
what  we  please,  go  where  we  please,  stay  as  long  tia 
we  jdcasc  and  no  lougi-r ;  and  that  the  State  itself 
wi^re  lield  to  be  no  more  than  an  encampment  of 
tents  on  the  great  prairie,  pitrlied  at  sundown,  and 
strnrk  to  the  sharp  f:i-ack  of  the  rifle  next  morning, 
instead  of  a  structure,  stately  and  eternal,  in  which 
the  gener.itions  may  eorae,  one  after  another,  to  the 
great  gift  of  this  social  life. 

On  such  sentiments  as  these,  how  oan  a  towering 
and  durable  f;ibric  bo  set  up?  To  use  the  metaphor 
of  Biit'on.  on  such  soil  how  can  "greatness  be  sown"? 
How  unlike  the  lewon*  of  thu  musters,  at  whose  feet 
you  arc  Iirci! !  The  studies  of  our  profession  have 
tauf^Iit  U!*  thitt  the  Stale  i*  framed  for  a  durittiou 
without  end,  —  without  end  —  till  the  earlh  and  the 
heavens  be  no  more.  Sic  eonHiluta  ctvifoM  u(  eUma  ! 
In  the  eye  and  contemplation  of  law,  its  masses  may 
die  ;  its  own  corporate  being  can  never  die.  If  we 
iasiwct  the  language  of  its  fundamental  ordinance. 
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VTcry  vord  expecta,  aseumea,  foretells  a  perpetuity, 
liLKting  as  "the  great  globe  itself,  ami  all  which  it 
inheiit."  If  we  go  out  of  that  ict-orJ  and  iuquire 
for  the  designs  and  llie  hoj>c«  of  it*  fotindurs  ah  ejrira, 
WB  know  thdt  iiwy  ooiisliucled  it,  and  heqiivathcil  it, 
for  Ihu  latest  jMisteiity.  If  we  leverentlv  riite  lo  n 
conjecture  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  Ruler  of  the 
world  perraitted  and  decreed  it  to  be  instituted,  in 
order  to  disceni  how  soon  it  will  have  performed  its 
office  and  may  he  luid  aside,  wo  sec  that  tticy  reach 
down  to  the  laist  hour  of  the  life  of  the  lust  man  that 
sliuU  live  upon  Ihc  earlh ;  that  it  was  dtsigncd  by  the 
Intinitv  Wisdom,  \o  ijnahle  th(^JfeIlf^aliol|  who  friiincd 
it,  und  all  the  gem* rations  to  perfect  tlieir  social,  moral, 
aud  religious  naluru;  t^ do  and  to  be  good  ;  topur^ite 
happiness;  to  be  fitted,  by  thi;  various  diHcipline  nf 
tlie  i«ocial  life,  by  ol>edieDce,  by  worship,  for  the  life 
to  come.  When  these  ends  are  all  answered,  the 
State  shall  diel  When  these  are  answered,  ititereat 
tt  eonctdat  omni»  hie  mtiwrfiw/  Until  they  are  an- 
Bwcrod.  *■«'".  frifijHi:  ptrprUta! 

In  the  next  i)liice,  it  has  been  thought  that  thura 
was  developing  ib4i>lf  in  the  general  cientiment,  and  in 
the  praelital  politics  of  the  time,  a  tendency  towanU 
one  of  those  great  changes  by  which  free  States  have 
ofteneal  perished.  —  a  tendency  to  push  to  excess  the 
dislinctive  and  chiirarttfristic  prinuiples  of  our  Bj>tera, 
whereby,  u^t  Aristolle  has  said,  governments  usually 
perish,  —  a  tendency  towards  ti-ansition  fmm  the  nj* 
publican  to  the  democraticjil  era,  of  the  history  and 
epochs  of  liberty. 

Essentially  and  generally,  it  would  he  pronounced 
by  those  who  dbcem  it  a    tendency  to  erect  the 
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hi  mftjoritv  of  the  djij'itito  the  dejure  and  actual 
govfTiiiiK-nt  of  the  day.  It  is  a  tendency  to  rcffii-d 
th«  tK;liial  will  of  lluit  majority  as  the  law  uf  the 
Stat«.  It  »  «  tendency  to  rcgani  the  shurttwt  and 
sifupWt  way  of  cnll(<cliiig  that  will,  and  X\w  pioiiiitt* 
est  and  mo^t  iiresistihle  execution  of  it,  lut  tho  tnie 
polity  of  Ijherty.  It  is  s  tendency  which,  pma&ed  to 
itd  Imit  dovflopnieiit.  would,  if  conui derations  of  mere 
oonvviitcticc  or  iuconveniunix  did  nut  hinder,  do 
exactly  thiit:  it  would  aweinblc  tlto  whole  people  in 
a  vaot  nuuu).  ait  once  they  wtvA  to  assvtnhlu  bcncatli 
the  sun  of  Athene ;  and  tliere,  when  the  eloquent 
had  §poken,  and  the  wLte  and  the  fuoliith  liiul  uoun- 
aelli-d,  wotdd  commit  the  tranneendent  questions  of 
war.  peace,  taxation,  and  treatiai;  the  diripUMilion  of 
the  fortunes  and  honor  of  the  eitizen  and  tttateaman  ; 
death,  hiitiiK)itneiit,  or  the  crown  of  ^old ;  the  making, 
interpreting,  and  atlniinistrntion  of  the  law;  and  all 
the  warm,  precious,  and  multifanoUM  intereata  of  the 
social  life,  to  the  madnoAtt  or  tlie  jext  of  the  hour. 

I  have  Dot  time  to  preRoiil  what  have  heen  thought 
ta  be  tile  proofs  of  the  exietti-nce  of  this  tendeney  ; 
and  it  is  ueedlean  to  do  so.  It  would  be  pre&umptnoUR, 
too,  to  speculate,  if  it  has  existence,  on  ttH  causes  and 
ils  iv^i^iiex.  1  di-«irc  to  ailvert  to  certain  particulars 
in  which  it  may  be  annlywd,  and  tlm>u];h  which  it 
displays  itiielf,  for  the  purpow  of  »;howin)r  that  the 
studies  employments,  and.  oo  to  sjiy.  prufcsnional 
politics,  of  the  bar  are  essentially,  perhaps  availably, 
anliigunistical  to  it.  or  moderative  of  it. 

Ii  \ji  siiid,  then,  that  you  may  remark  this  tendency, 
lirat.  in  an  inclination  to  depreciate  thu  uses  and  usurp 
Uie  functions  of  those  organic  forms  in   which  the 
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rvj^ilftr,  ilvRnite,  mid  Ic^lly  recogiitzed  powora  of  tbu 
StiiU-  iiiij  i.'iiibinlio(I,  —  U)  (leiircciiitc  tlio  use*  and 
iiHui-p  t)i«  fiiiiclioi)  of  writU'n  cuii^ttiliiUoiis,  limita- 
tions on  tlie  lt^gislalure,  th«  dUtrilnitioii  of  govern- 
ment into  depactmentii,  the  iiidepenilence  of  the 
judiciary,  the  forma  of  orderly  proceeding,  itnd  all 
tlio  cluborate  and  costly  a])pariitiL8  of  checks  uud 
ImlaiicvM,  by  wlik-li,  as  I  linve  snid,  we  seek  to  secure 
a  governuieiit  of  laws  and  not  of  men. 

"  The  fii'st  condition,"  —  it  in  the  remark  of  a  roan 
of  great  gfniuw,  who  saw  very  far  by  glances  into  the 
social  system,  Coleridge.  —  "the  first  condition  in 
order  to  n  ROinid  constitution  of  tlie  body  politic  is  a 
due  pro|Hiriii>n  bctwircii  the  fieo  and  pcnncjittvf  life 
and  eiiertu'  of  the  Slalu  and  its  orgiinized  powers." 
For  want  of  timt  proportion  the  government  of  Atb- 
vnit  was  libattereii  and  diN:«olvvd.  For  want  of  that 
]>ro|)oi-tion  the  old  conAtitiitionn  of  Solon,  the  reforms 
of  Clisthenes.  the  sanctity  of  the  Areopagus,  the  tem- 
peraments of  Pericles,  were  burnt  up  in  the  torrent 
blaic  of  Ml  11  limit  igatcd  deiiiocracy-  Every  power 
of  the  Stwtc — executive,  K'gal.  judicial  —  was  grasped 
by  the  hundred>handed  assembly  of  the  people.  The 
result  is  in  her  history.  She  became  a  byword  of 
dissension  and  injuttice ;  and  that  was  her  ruin. 

I  wonder  how  long  that  incomprehensible  demoo- 
racy  would  have  hesitated,  after  the  spirit  of  permea- 
tivc  liberty  liad  got  the  better  of  tlic  organized  furins, 
upon  our  Spot  Pond,  and  Long  Pond,  and  Charles 
ttivsr  water-quest  inns.  Thi.-*  intoh-rable  liard.tliip  and 
cireumlocntion  of  applying  to  a  legislature  of  three 
indejieiident  and  coiinlinate  departments,  sitting  un- 
der a  written  coiistitutioDt  with  an  independent  ju- 
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UciRry  to  hold  it  up  to  the  fundamental  law, — the 
'  hardiihip  of  upplyiug  to  such  a  legislatiu^  for  power  to 
liriiii;  v,»tvT  iiilo  the  city  ;  this  uperusc  niacbioery  of 
ordiTii  of  notice,  heuniigs  before  cotamittoes,  adverM 
iTport*,  favonahle  n-jiorts  rtjcotcd,  di«4;n-fini3tits  of 
the  two  Houtw!*,  veto  of  (iovernor,  a  cluirtvr  suviug 
veated  ri^htu  of  otht-r  peopI«,  meetings  of  citixeiis  iu 
irardA  to  vote  iinawed,  uiiwatched,  every  man  accord* 
ing  to  his  sober  second  thought,  —  how  long  do  you 
think  such  conventionaUtien  aa  these  would  have  kept 
tliat  bcutitiful,  paMiionate,  and  iielf-u-illed  Athens, 
standing,  like  tlic*  TanUilus  of  her  own  jwetry,  plunged 
in  cryst^il  luktMi  aud  gentle  historical  rivers  up  to  the 
chin,  perishing  with  Ihirst?  Why.  Honic  fine,  sun- 
shiny forenoon,  you  would  have  heard  tlie  crier  call- 
ing the  people,  one  and  all,  to  an  extraordinary 
aisitoinbly,  perhaps  in  the  I'irteus,  as  a  pretty  full 
exprih^iou  of  public  opinion  was  desirable  nod  no 
other  place  wrudd  hold  evcrybodj' ;  you  would  have 
seen  »  stupt^ndotu  niass<mccting  roll  iUelf  together 
as  clouds  before  all  the  winds ;  standing  on  the  outer 
6dg«s  of  which  you  could  just  discorn  u  s|H-akcr  or 
two  g«:*liculating,  catch  a  nuinuur  as  of  waves  on  the 
)>cbbly  beiirh,  applause,  a  loud  hiugh  at  a  happy  liit, 
observe  .houu'  six  tJionsand  handit  lifted  to  vote  or 
awear,  and  tlien  the  vast  congregation  would  M^parale 
and  suliftide,  lo  be  seen  no  nioit;.  And  the  whola 
record  of  the  transaction  would  be  made  up  in  some 
hulf-dozoa  lines  to  this  effect,  —  it  might  be  in  JGa- 

chincs,  —  that  in  the  month  of ,  under  the  archon- 

at«  of ,  the  hibo  of ,  exen-ising  the  oftiec  of 

ptylHues ,  an  extraordinary  assembly  was  vslleil 

to  consult  ou  tlic  supply  of  water ;  aud  it  appearing 
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that  Home  six  peraiiix  of  grval  wenlth  and  cnniudera- 
tioii  had  op[iow(i  tUt  introduciioii  for  some  time  piutt, 
ami  Hero  inoi-eiivtri"  vt'lit;meritly  wiLSjwoted  of  bttiiig  no 
WtlLT  thiin  they  Hhoiild  W.  it  was  ordained  that  they 
ehuitld  b«  fined  in  round  sums,  computed  to  be  riioiigh 
to  liriug  in  Biiuh  a  supply  a«  would  give  every  iiuiu 
equul  Ut  twenty-eight  galloiix  u  <Iny ;  and  »  otfrtain 
obnoxiuiLS  orator  having  inijuired  what  possible  need 
tliere  wa«  for  ko  much  a  head,  DeuuuU-i;,  the  son  of 
the  Mariner,  replied,  that  that  pereon  was  the  very 
lost  nmii  ill  alt  Alliens  who  siiouhl  put  ihal  tpieslion, 
Bince  the  awneinbly  must  Bee  that  he  at  leant  ennid 
use  it  to  great  advantage  by  washing  his  face,  hands, 
Olid  roboxi  and  tliercupon  the  people  laughed  and 
oepiLruted. 

And  now  atn  I  misled  by  the  influence  of  vocation, 
when  I  venture  to  sujipose  that  the  profeseioii  of  the 
Bar  iTiiiy  do  KOinewhat — shunid  bo  reijuired  to  do 
somewhat —  to  pn-neive  the  tnie  proportion  of  liberty 
to  orfjaniKation.  —  to  moderate  and  to  disarm  that 
eternal  antjtgnnitim  ? 

Tlie»e  "organic  forms"  of  our  system,  —  aiv  tbey 
not  in  »oine  ju»t  sense  committed  to  yotir  profeswionnl 
charge  and  eare?  In  thU  sense,  and  to  thi^  extent, 
does  not  your  profeHsion  approacli  to,  and  bitnd  itself 
with,  one,  and  that  not  the  least  in  dignity  and  nse- 
fulnesa,  of  the  departments  of  statesmanship?  Arc 
you  not  thus  statesmen  while  you  are  lawyers,  and 
because  you  are  lawyers?  These  constitutions  of 
government  by  whii^h  a  free  people  have  had  the 
virtue  and  the  sense  to  restrain  themselves  —  these 
devices  of  profound  wisdom  and  a  deep  study  of  msDi 
and  of  the  past,  by  which  they  have  meant  to  scciuv 
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the  ascendency  of  the  just,  lofty,  and  wUe,  over  the 
fraudulent,  low,  and  insane,  in  the  long  run  of  otir 
pMctical  [MilitJcR,  —  tliexe  teni))erunient8  by  which 
jtbitice  h  promoted,  and  by  whit^h  liberty  is  mode. 
poHtiible  and  maybe  made  immoi'tal,  —  and  thin  ^ua 
ptiUiimm.  this  great  written  code  of  public  law.  — are 
they  not  a  i>art.  in  the  strictest  and  narrowest  sense, 
of  the  appropriute  science  of  your  profession?  More 
than  for  any  other  class  or  calling  in  the  community, 
i»  it  Mot  for  you  to  »tudy  their  eenm,  oomprvhetid 
their  j;re«t  imsm,  and  explore  their  historical  orij^iu 
and  iliustTBtions, —  to  so  hohl  thrm  up  us  i$hields, 
tliut  no  act  of  leglslulnrc,  no  judgment  of  eoiirU  no 
executive  proclumalion,  no  order  of  any  functionary 
of  any  dcj^criptifm,  shall  transcend  or  niisvonceive 
them,  —  to  so  hold  them  up  before  your  oli«iiI»  and 
tJie  public,  as  to  keep  tlieiu  ut  nil  tirae«  living,  iutvllt- 
giblr.  atxl  npprei'iated  in  the  univeiNnl  mind? 

Something  such  hast,  in  all  the  pant  jieriod^  of  our 
history,  been  one  of  the  functions  of  the  American 
Bar.  To  vindicate  the  true  interpretation  of  t\te 
cliartem  of  the  colonics,  to  advise  what  form»  of  pol- 
ity, what  sj-stcms  of  jnrJBprndencB,  what  degree  and 
what  mode  of  liberty  these  charters  permitted.  —  to 
detect  and  cxptise  that  long  succession  of  infringe- 
ment which  grew  ut  last  to  the  Stamp  Act  and  Teti 
Tax,  and  cumpi-Ued  us  to  turn  from  broken  charters 
to  national  independence,  — to  conduct  the  IraniMx-nd- 
enl  controversy  which  preccdi-d  the  Rcvobitiun,  that 
grand  appeal  to  the  reason  of  civilixation,- —  this  was 
the  work  of  our  llret  generation  of  lawyers.  To  con- 
Btnict  the  American  constitutions.  —  the  higher  praise 
of  the  second  generation.     I  claim  it  in  part  for  the 
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(sobriety  and  learning  of  the  Ameiican  Bftr;  for  tli« 
profefwional  instinct  towards  the  past ;  for  the  pro- 
fessional appreciutiim  of  order,  forms,  oln-dieiice,  re- 
straints; for  the  more  than  professional,  the  ]jrolbund 
inid  widf  intimacy  with  the  history  of  all  liberty, 
clu»sica1.  iHL'diiBvaJ,  ami,  above  all.  of  En^^lish  lib- 
erty. —  I  claim  it  in  part  for  the  American  Bar  that, 
springin-j  into  cxi»teai»)  by  revolution.  —  revolution, 
which  inure  than  any  lliiutj  and  uU  tbinj^s  lacerates 
and  diacompo^e)^  the  popular  mind.~-jn»lifying  tSiut 
revolution  uuJy  on  a  8ti-ung  principle  of  natural  rigbt, 
with  not  one  single  element  or  agent  of  nionai-chy  or 
aristocrai-y  on  our  soil  or  In  our  blood,  —  I  claim  it 
for  ibe  Knr  that  the  constitutions  of  America  so  nobly 
closed  the  «erie»  of  onr  vietorie.i!  These  oonstitu- 
tiuu»  owe  to  the  Bar  more  than  their  terse  and  exact 
oxprcsxion  nnd  systematic  arrangements ;  tliey  owe  to 
it.  in  pjirt,  too.  their  elements  of  permanence;  their 
felicitous  reconciliation  of  miivei-sal  and  intense  lib- 
erty with  forms  to  enshrine  and  regulations  to  restrain 
it;  their  AuKlo-'^tt'ton  sobriety  and  gravity  conveyed 
in  the  genuine  idiom,  sng>„'estivc  of  the  grandest  civil 
uchievementK  of  that  unetiualled  race.  To  uiterprct 
tlitise  constitutions,  to  administer  and  maintain  them, 
tUitt  \»  the  otiiee  of  our  age  of  llie  profession.  Herein 
have  we  somewhat  »vherein  to  glory;  hereby  we 
come  into  the  class  and  share  in  the  dignity  of 
founders  of  States,  of  restorers  of  Staten,  of  pre- 
servers of   States. 

I  Kitid  and  I  repeat  that,  whilo  lawyers,  and  because 
we  are  lawyers,  we  are  statesmen.  We  are  by  pro- 
fession statoitnien.  And  who  may  measure  lliu  vuUie 
of  thid  department  of  public  duty?    Doubtless  iu 
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BtsteHtaanBhip  there  are  maiiy  mansions,  uiil  largo 
variety  uf  conspicuous  service.     Doiibtk-ss  to  liavu 
wiselj'  decided   the  <iucHtiuii  of  wjir  or  pi-acc,  —  to 
hare  adjustfid  by  a  ttkilful  nvgoliutioii  a  tlioiti>aiid 
railvH  of  utiHcttlcd  l)ouiid«rj'-lii»!,  —  to  li«ve  laid  the 
eonnT-stoin;  of  jtome  vn»t  policy  whereby  the  cur- 
rency is  corrected,  the  fiiiaticfe*  enriched,  the  aieasure 
of  industrial  fame  filled,  —  are  large  achieve  roe  nts. 
And  yet  I  do  not  know   that  I  can  point  to  one 
achievement  of  this  department  of  American  states- 
ma^l^hIp,  which  can  take  rank  for  its  consequences 
of  good  above  that  single  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  adjudged  that  an  act  of  legislature  con- 
trary to  the  Conntilutiuu  is  void,  and  that  the  judicial 
departrnvnt  is  clothed  with   the  power  to  ascertain 
the  repugnancy  and  to  pronounce  the  legal  conclusion. 
That  the  fnimcni  uf  the  Constitution  intended  this 
should  be  so,  'ut  uertoiu ;  but  to  have  asserted  it  against 
tlie  Congress  and  th«  Executive,  —  lu  have  vindicated 
it  by  that  easy  yet  adaniaiitiue  detunn.itrntion  tJian 
which  the  reasonings  of  the  mathematics  show  noth- 
ing surer,  —  to  have  inscribed  tJiia  vast  truth  of  con- 
servatism on  the  public  mind,  ao  that  no  demagogue, 
not  in  the  last  stage  of  intoxication,  denies  it,  —  this 
is  an  achievement  of  statesmanship  of  which  a  thou- 
sand yeai«  may  not  exhaust  or  reveal  all  the  good. 


It  has  been  thought,  in  the  next  place,  that  you 
nuiy  remark  this  unfavorable  tendency  in  a  certain 
false  and  pernicious  iJea  o/ law,  which  to  sonic  extent 
possesses  the  popidar  uiiud,  —  law,  its  source,  itA  na- 
ture, it«  titles  to  reverence-  Consider  it  a  moment, 
and  contrast  il  with  our  idea  of  law. 
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'  It  is  on€  of  Dig  dUt^mpenitnrcs  to  which  an  unm^ 
HOiiinj;  Iil«Tl;V  imiy  fjrow,  no  iloulit.  to  rt-ganl  fciw  as 
110  inurv  iiur  !«(<»  ihuii  jii)>t  thv  will  —  the  kcluiil  and 
presont  will  —  of  tlie  actual  mnjority  of  the  natioD. 
Tlu'  iimjiirity  guvcrii.  What  tlie  luiijimty  jileiwes,  it 
iiiit)'  ordjiiii.  What  it  onlaintt  in  law.  So  much  for 
the  ttource  of  law,  and  no  much  for  the  nature  of  law. 
Hilt.  then,  as  law  is  nothing  but  the  will  of  a  major 
mini  her.  as  that  will  iliffer«  from  the  will  of  yesterday, 
ami  will  differ  from  that  of  to-morrow,  and  a»  all  law 
is  a  retitraint  oti  initural  riglit  and  personal  indepen- 
dtince,  how  can  it  );ain  a  iiiuiiient's  hold  oii  the  reve- 
rential scut i men t:«  of  the  hvart,  and  the  profounder 
couvi<.-tion:«  of  llie  jndgmvnl?  How  can  it  impress  a 
filial  awe;  how  can  it  e^^ntnliatca  filial  love;  bow  can 
it  sustain  a  scnlimviit  of  venunition ;  liow  can  it  C(Hn- 
maiid  a  rational  and  nniniat«d  defence?  Such  xcnti- 
mvnt8  arc  not  tbc  stnlf  from  whii'h  the  immortAlitj 
of  a  nation  is  to  lie  woven !  Ojijiose  now  to  th)»  the 
loftier  philosophy  which  we  have  learned.  In  the 
laiigiia)^c  of  our  fysti-m,  the  law  ia  not  the  trantiient 
and  arliitrary  crealion  of  the  major  will,  nor  of  any 
will.  It  irt  not  the  oflKpHng  of  will  at  all.  It  is  the 
ah-tohite  justice  of  the  .Stfltt*.  enlightened  by  the  per- 
feet  reason  of  the  State.  That  is  law.  Enlightened 
justice  assisting  the  social  nature  to  ])erfeet  itself  by 
the  sociiil  life.  It  is  ordained,  doubtless,  that  is,  it  la 
cliost;ii,  and   is  asceilained  by  the  wisdom  of  man. 

Hut,  then,  it  is  the  nianter-work  of  man.  Qua  c«f 
fnim  ittorum  oratio  tarn  cxquiiitta,  ipuf  »it  at^fjtonenJa 
bene  conrtituta  eivltati  publico  jure,  et  morifnat  ^ 

■  Cicero  il«  lltpubllca,  I.  2. 
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B^'  llie  costly  and  elaborate  contrivanceii  of  our  con- 
stitutiona  we  hjtve  f>ought  to  atlaiii  tlie  transc^mleiit 
result  of  extracting  and  exdudiiig  iiiiste,  injustice, 
reven^i',  tuid  folly  from  tbe  pliu^e  itud  function  of 
giving  till!  law,  aikI  of  introiliicing  alone  the  reason 
uul  juHtiuv  of  iLv  ivi-iif^t  antl  Uie  Ix-xt.  Ity  the  nid 
of  tinte,  —  time  whit:l)  ebangeit  and  tries  all  things; 
trieit  them,  anil  works  lliem  pure,  —  we  subject  tho 
Invr,  after  it  is  given,  to  the  teste  of  old  experii^ace, 
to  the  reason  and  justice  of  successive  ages  and  gen- 
erations, to  the  best  t)iuuglit«  of  tile  wisest  and  safest 
of  rvfoniicrs.  And  ibon  and  thus  vtc  prunounev  it 
good.  Then  and  tbiie  wc  cannot  ehuoso  but  ivvcrvnuc. 
obey,  and  enforce  it.  We  would  gravo  it  deep  into 
th«  heart  of  tli«  undying  State.  \Vv  would  strc-iigtliea 
it  by  opinion,  by  iiianiK-r»,  hy  private  virtut^,  by  liabit, 
by  the  awful  hoar  of  innumerable  ages,  Alt  that 
attracu  us  to  life,  rU  that  is  charming  in  the  pcrfceted 
and  adorned  social  nature,  wo  wisely  think  or  wo 
wisely  dream,  we  owe  to  the  allnjucircling  presence 
of  the  law.  Xot  even  extravagant  do  we  tliiiik  it  to 
bold,  that  the  Divluv  approval  uiuy  siuiction  il  .lit  not 
unworthy  of  tbe  reason  wbieh  wc  derive  from  His 
own  nature.  Not  extmvagunl  do  we  hold  it  to  say. 
Uiat  tbt-re  if  thu^  a  voice  of  the  people  which  is  tbe 
voice  of  God. 

Doubtless  the  known  historical  origin  of  the  law 
contributes  to  this  opinion  of  it.  Consider  for  a 
moment — what  that  law  really  is,  what  tho  vml 
body  of  that  law  i*,  to  the  study  and  aclministnilion 
of  which  ibe  lawyer  give.-*  his  whole  life,  by  wliich  he 
ha«  trained  his  mind,  established  his  fortune,  won  bia 
fame,  the  theatre  of  all  his  triumphs,  the  means  of  all 
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his  oftefuIiieBs,  the  theme  of  a  fhotisaiid  eavnest  pnne- 
gyric«.  —  what  is  that  law?  Mainly,  a  body  of  di- 
gCHtcd  ndcs  Slid  procviuic's  and  forms,  bequi-athcd  hr 
what  in  for  uk  the  old  uiid  pust  time,  not  of  one  n(^, 
but  all  the  age*  of  tin?  iui»t,  —  n  vast  and  nmltifinious 
aggregate,  »om«  of  which  you  trace  ahovc  the  pyra- 
mid«,  above  the  Unod,  the  insipired  wisdom  of  the 
primeval  Kast;  some  to  the  spaircly  yet  hiatorical 
era  of  Pythagoras,  and  to  Solon  and  Socrates;  more 
of  it  to  the  robiiat,  practical  sense  and  justice  of 
Rome,  the  lawgiver  of  the  uations;  more  still  to  the 
tct-miu^  hirlhlimt.- of  ihv  modem  miad  and  life;  all 
of  it  to  some  epoch ;  Koine  of  it  to  every  epoch  of  the 
past  of  which  history  keej>8  the  date.  In  the  way  in 
which  it  corner  down  to  us,  it  secmti  one  mighty  and 
contiiiiioiiM  strt-ant  of  exiwricncc  and  reason,  accumu- 
lated, ancontral,  widening  and  dee[K'iiiiig  and  washing 
itself  clearer  as  it  runs  on,  the  grand  agent  of  civili- 
zalion,  the  hullder  of  a  thousand  cities  the  guardian 
angel  of  a  hundred  generations,  our  own  hereditary 
laws.  To  revere  such  a  system,  would  l»e  natural 
aud  professional,  if  it  were  no  more.  Bnt  it  is  rea- 
Bonublc,  too.  There  is  a  deep  presumption  io  favor 
of  tliat  which  has  endured  so  long.  To  say  of  any 
thing,  Ihat  it  is  nH,  and  to  leave  the  matter  there, — 
an  opinion,  a  polity,  a  code,  a  ]>os«ession,  a  book,  —  is 
to  say  nothing  of  prabte  or  hlamo.  Bnt  to  have  lived 
forages;  to  be  alive  to-day,  —  in  a  real  sense  alive, 
—  alive  in  the  hearts,  in  the  reason  of  to-day  i  to  have 
lived  through  ages,  not  swathed  in  gums  and  spicL'S 
and  enshriiK^d  in  chambers  of  pyramids,  but  through 
ages  of  unceasing  contact  and  shaip  trial  with  the 
passions,  interests,  and  affairs  of  the  great  world ;  to 
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have  Uv«cl  through  the  drums ^iid  traniplingit  of 
qucKls,  through  revolution,  refovra.  through  cycles  of 
opiniun  running  their  round ;  to  have  lived  under 
nintiy  divcTM.-  Kyslcins  of  policy,  aud  have  survived 
tliu  tnuny  lran»migratioii8  fruin  onv  to  nuothcr;  to 
hiivw  uttendud  the  gi-iii-ml  prygrciw  of  thi-  race,  and 
idiared  in  iU  micct'ssive  auudioratioits,  —  thus  to  h«v« 
gathered  upon  itiiclf  the  approbation  or  the  senti- 
ments and  reason  of  all  t;ivt1i7.atton  and  all  humanity, 
—  that  is.  f>er  *c,  a  prima-fueU  title  to  intelligent 
regard.  There  la  a  virtne,  there  ia  truth,  in  that 
efiacing  touch  of  time.  It  bereaves  us  of  our  beauty ; 
it  calb)  our  fiiends  from  our  sido,  aud  wu  uro  ulunv  ;  it 
changes  us,  and  seuds  us  away.  But  «p«irc  whul 
it  Hparefl.  Spare  till  you  liave  proved  it.  Where 
that  lout-h  bus  pAssinl  and  Ivft  no  wrinkle  nor  npot  of 
decay,  what  it  haa  pft»i«ed  and  left  nnu-lioratcd  hikI 
hi-.-iiitificd,  whatewr  it  be.  stars,  sea,  the  fame  of  the 
great  dt-ail,  ttie  State,  the  law,  which  is  the  s^oul  of  the 
State,  be  sure  that  therein  is  some  spark  of  an  im- 
mortal life. 

It  is  certain  that  in  the  Aroerican  theory,  the  free 
theory  of  government,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people,  at 
any  mnnicnt  of  it*  ri-pR-scntutiou  in  the  U-giHlaturc, 
to  liialte  all  the  hiw,  aud,  by  \U  repi-e.sentative«  in 
convention*,  to  make  the  Constitution  anew.  It  ia 
iheir  right  to  do  so  peaceably  and  according  to  exist- 
ing forms,  and  to  do  it  by  revolution  against  all 
forms,  'lliis  is  the  theory.  But  I  do  not  know  that 
any  wise  man  would  desire  to  have  thU  theory  every 
day.  or  ever,  acted  upon  up  to  its  whole  extent,  or  tu 
liavo  it  eternally  pressed,  promulgated,  panegyrized 
as  the  graud  peculiarity  uud  chief  privilege  of  our 
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coiiditinii.  Acting  upon  thlti  theory,  we  have  niadu 
Dur  COILS ti til tions,  founded  our  policy,  written  tlie 
great  body  of  our  law,  net  our  whole  government 
going.  It  worked  well.  It  works  to  a  charm.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  man  displays  wi>dom  or  common 
sense,  by  all  the  wliile  hantogutng  ami  stimulating 
the  people  to  cbangv  it.  I  do  not  appredate  th« 
sense  or  hunmiiit}'  uf  all  Ihc  while  bawling:  Iruc, 
your  »y»t«ms  are  all  good ;  life,  ehanwHT,  pioperty, 
all  safe,  —  but  you  have  the  iiiuloublvd  right  to  rub 
all  out  and  begin  again.  If  I  8ee  a  man  (pii^-tly  eut- 
iag  his  dinner,  1  do  not  know  why  I  hIiouM  tell  him 
that  there  in  a  lii-st-rate.  extreme  medicine,  piu^sio 
acid,  it([iniforti»,  or  what  not,  which  he  ha^  a  perfectly 
good  rijjht  to  use  in  any  ciuantity  he  pleases!  If  a 
man  is  living  happily  with  U\a  wife,  I  don't  know  why 
I  should  go  and  say :  yes,  I  see ;  beautiful  and  vii^ 
tuouii;  I  congratuIat«  you.  —  but  let  me  say.  you  can 
get  a  perfectly  legal  divorce  by  going  to  Vermont, 
New  Jersey,  op  Pennsylvania.  True  wisdom  would 
seem  to  advise  the  culture  of  dispositions  of  rest, 
eontentnient,  eonservatiuii.  True  wisdom  would  ad- 
vise to  lock  up  the  extreme  medicine  till  the  attack 
of  the  iilariniiit;  malady.  True  wisdom  would  iidvi»c 
to  place  ihc  power  of  revolution,  overturning  all  to 
begin  anew,  rather  in  the  background,  to  throw  over 
it  a  politic,  well-wrought  veil,  to  reserve  it  for  cri&ea, 
exigencies,  the  rare  and  distant  days  of  grcjit  historical 
epochs.  These  great,  tninsccndenlul  right*  should  be 
preserved,  must  be.  will  be.  But  perhaps  you  would 
place  litem  away,  reverentially,  in  the  profoundcst 
recesses  of  the  chumherft  of  the  dead,  down  in  deep 
vaults  of  black  marble,  lighted  by  a  uiigle  silver 
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lamp,— Bs  in  that  virion  of  ibt  Gothic  king, —  to 

which  wise  and  hrave  men  may  go  tlnmu,  in  lh«  Iwnr 
of  extreinitT.  Ut  evoke  ihc  tremendoiu  diviiiiUcH  of 
change  from  tb«ir  ft]«ep  of  age*. 

*  Kl  tmiMi,  i«ri«.  ae  terTM,  tatomq—  preflwiiliii. 

To  apjircvtate  the  coiuirrvative  agi>ncy  an't  func- 
tions of  the  Ippil  profeaaion.  however,  it  hi  time  l« 
pass  from  an  nniily«ia  of  the  Beatimeiita  and  ojilnion* 
which  diHtin^ii^h  it,  to  the  occnpation  by  whivh  It 
i»  emplo^'cd.  The  single  labor  of  our  liri!-Ji  ia  ihn 
Adminii4(rattoti  of  t)M!  Ian-;  and  the  topic  on  whirh 
I  wiith  to  »aj  «  word  in  conclntuon  in.  the  influen(!«  of 
the  actual  administration  of  law  in  tbia  oonuin,-  on 
tlte  duraliou  of  our  free  ay»temi(  thcmHelvea.  Th4) 
topic  i«  large  and  high,  and  well  des«rv4-K  what  I  may 
not  now  attempt,  a  profound  and  exact  diacuMion. 

I  do  not  know  that  in  all  the  elaboTat«  policy  by 
which  fr«c  Stales  have  aongbt  to  pre*ervc  thwnaelveB, 
th^re  is  one  device  bo  sure,  »o  simple,  so  indiKiiciK^ablc. 
a«  justice,  — justice  to  all ;  justice  to  fon^ign  nnliona 
of  whatever  class  of  greatness  or  weatmeaa;  justice 
to  public  creditors,  alien  or  native  t  justice  to  evfry 
imlividual  citizen,  down  to  the  feeblest  and  the  leant 
beloved ;  jiiittice  in  the  alignment  of  political  and 
civil  riglir,  and  place,  and  opportunity ;  justice  be- 
tween man  and  man.  evory  man  and  every  other,  — 
to  observe  and  to  administer  thi:*  virtue  st4-adily,  nni> 
fonnly,  and  at  whatever  cost,  —  this,  the  best  policy 
and  the  tlnal  course  of  all  governments,  is  pre-emin- 
ently the  policy  of  free  goremmenta.     Much  t)ie 
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nioRt  fipecinns  objection  to  free  systems  is,  that  tliey 
have  been  observed  in  the  long  run  to  develop  a 
tendency  to  ooiiie  mode  of  injustice.  Roiiling  on  & 
truer  theory  of  iiutural  right  ii)  thuir  constitutional 
construction  than  any  olli<-r  polity,  roundi^d  in  the 
ubsolule  and  univci-snl  ei^uality  of  man,  and  per- 
nivaled  and  tinged  and  all  aMir  with  tim  prinriple 
through  all  their  frame,  and,  so  far,  more  nobly  jn»t 
than  any  other,  the  doubt  which  history  is  supposed 
to  suggest  is,  whether  they  do  not  reveal  a  tendency 
towards  iiijusticc  in  other  ways.  Whether  they  have 
been  as  uniformly  true  to  their  engiigcinent*!.  Whether 
property  Jii)d  good  name  and  lif«  have  been  quite  aa 
»«fe.  Whether  the  great  body  of  the  jut  privatum 
has  been  iw  itkilfnlly  eomposed  and  rigorfowly  ad- 
ministered &i<  under  the  le^»  reasonable  and  iittractive 
^yittem.t  of  ahsolute  rule.  Von  remember  that  Aria- 
totle,  looking  back  on  a  historical  experience  of  all 
sorts  of  governments  extending  over  many  years  — 
Aristotle  who  went  to  the  court  of  Philip  a  republi- 
can, and  came  back  u  republican  —  records,  iu  his 
Polities,  injutdfY  as  the  grand  antl  eoiiii>reheu*ivo 
cause  of  the  downfall  of  democracies.  The  historian 
of  the  Italian  demoeraries  extendi*  the  remark  to 
them.  That  all  States  should  be  stable  in  proportion 
as  they  are  just,  and  in  proportion  as  they  administer 
justly,  is  what  might  be  asserted. 

If  this  end  is  answered ;  if  every  man  has  his  own 
exactly  and  uniformly,  absolutism  itself  is  found  tol- 
erable. If  it  is  not,  liberty  —  slavery,  are  butilreary 
and  transient  things.  Plainda  jiiiV*  tuli  lihertatt,  iu 
the  words  of  Algernon  Sydney  and  of  the  seal  of 
A1aA9;ichuitetts,  —  that  itt  the  union  of  felicities  which 
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should  make  th«  State  immort«l.  Whi'tticr  Rcpiib- 
licfi  have  usually  [>erUhetl  fnini  iiijiistu-v,  in-eil  iiol  be 
cli-baU'd.  One  there  was  the  mosl  rciiowiicii  of  gilt, 
ttiut  certainly  di<f  »o.  The  injusliee  juaetiHed  hy  the 
Alliens  of  the  nge  of  Demosthenes  upon  itc<  i-itizenim 
and  Hiifrercd  to  be  practised  by  one  another,  was  sm 
niarvulloiu  m  the  eapmeities  of  its  dialect,  as  the 
cln(|iieiiee  by  whieh  it«  mussot;  were  regaled,  and 
swayed  this  way  and  that  as  clouds,  us  wuve«, — 
marvelloim  as  tlie  long  han<iu»t  of  beauty  in  which 
they  revelled. — as  their  lov«  of  Atheiu,  and  their 
passion  of  glory.  There  was  not  one  day  in  th# 
whole  public  life  of  UemoHthenes  when  the  fortune, 
the  >;ood  name,  the  civil  existence  of  any  consider- 
able man  was  safer  there  than  it  would  have  been  at 
(Constantinople  or  Cairo  inider  the  very  worst  forms 
of  Turkish  ride.  There  was  a  sycophant  to  accuse, 
a  demaijogue  t«  prosecute,  a  fickle,  selfish,  neccjwtjtous 
court  —  no  court  nt  idl,  only  u  commission  of  M)me 
hundreds  or  ihounuuls  from  the  public  a««cinbly  sit- 
ting in  ihfl  snnsbinc,  directly  iiitiri'stcd  in  the  cause 
—  to  pronounce  judgment.  And  he  who  iwte  rich  and 
honored  might  he  dying  at  night  for  his  life  to  some 
Persian  or  .Macedonian  outpost,  to  die  by  poison  on 
his  way  in  the  temple  of  Neptune. 

Is  there  not  somewhat  in  sharin};  in  that  adininis* 
tration.  observing  and  enjoying  it,  which  Ifnds  to 
substitute  in  the  professional  and  in  the  popular  mind, 
in  plnc«  of  the  wild  conuviousncss  of  possr^sing  sum- 
mary [tower,  nltiniate  power,  the  wil<l  desire  to  exert 
it,  and  to  grasp  and  subject  all  things  to  its  rule.  — 
to  substitute  for  this  the  more  conservative  sentiments 
of  reverencse  for  a  law  independent  of,  and  distinct 
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from,  and  antagoQistical  to.  the  hiiiuor  of  the  hour? 
Is  there  nut  something  in  the  study  und  adiuiiiistra- 
(ivv  ctijoymctit  of  an  i-lnburatc,  nitionid,  and  ancient 
jiii'iMpi'uik'nvc,  which  U:ihU  Lo  rairto  the  law  it«elf.  in 
th«  prufL-Ksional  hikI  in  Otv  gcm^ral  itU^a,  uliiinst  np  to 
lli«  iiaturv  uf  an  irid(.'[>(.-iid(rnt,  superior  ri-aKuii,  in  oiict 
sense  out  of  the  people,  in  one  sense  ahove  them,  — 
»ut  of  nnd  alK)Ve,  ami  indt-peiideiil  of.  and  collateral  to, 
tlie  people  of  any  given  day?  lit  all  its  vast  volume;^ 
of  proviiiiona,  very  little  of  it  in  seen  to  be  produced 
by  the  actual  will  of  the  exiitting  generation.  The 
first  thing  wc  know  about  it  is,  that  we  are  actually 
being  governed  by  it.  The  next  thing  wo  know  is, 
wc  lire  riglitfully  and  beneficially  governed  by  it. 
We  did  not  help  to  make  lU  No  man  now  living 
helped  (0  make  much  of  it.  The  judge  duos  not 
make  it.  l,ike  the  ittruuture  of  the  State  itself,  wo 
found  it  aiwiiid  nsi  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  reason, 
it  gnai-ded  the  he!pie.'<'inej<*  of  our  infancy,  it  re* 
strained  the  pas.sions  of  our  youth,  it  protects  the 
acqui»itioiis  of  mir  manhood,  it  shields  the  sanctity 
of  the  grave,  it  executes  the  will  of  the  departed. 
Invisible,  omnipresent,  a  real  yet  impalpable  exist«nce, 
it  seems  more  a  spirit,  an  abstraction,  —  the  whi»i»crcd 
yet  autiioritaiive  voiee  of  all  the  past  and  all  tho 
good, —  than  like  the  transient  eontrivance  of  ail<H 
gether  such  as  ourselves.  We  eorae  to  think  of  it, 
not  BO  much  as  a  set  of  provisions  and  rules  which 
we  can  unmake,  amend,  and  annul,  as  of  a  guide 
whom  it  is  wiser  to  follow,  an  authority  whom  it  is 
better  to  obey,  a  wisdom  which  it  is  not  unbecoming 
to  revere,  a  power  —  a  superior  —  whose  8er\-ice  ia 
perfect  freedom.    Thus  at  hut  the  spirit  of  the  law 
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(leiici>n<U  iftto  the  f^at  he-nrt  of  Uie  peo])1«  {or  honi* 
intj  utid  fur  uuiiKervatioD.  IK-ar  tlio  striking  platoii- 
iMiis  (if  Crt!fri<Igo:  "  SM^iigth  may  be  iii«l  wiili 
Ktreiigth :  the  power  of  intHcting  jiain  may  be  battled 
by  the  pride  of  endurance  :  Ihe  eye  of  rage  may  be 
niisweied  by  tlie  stare  of  (lefiujic-i>,  or  the  downcast 
look  of  durk  und  rcvvngeful  rcsolvv:  mid  witli  »ll 
this  iW-re  is  nti  oiitwnnl  ami  di-^tvrtninvd  objtict  to 
trhinli  tilt;  mind  can  allaoli  lUt  jwH^ionK  mid  [iiirpost-^, 
and  bury  itft  own  dUtiiiii^tiide*  in  tlie  fnll  oi:<;iipalioii 
of  the  senses.  Biit  who  dares  struggle  with  an  »'«- 
riaifJe  combatant,  with  an  enemy  which  exists  and 
loakcH  us  know  its  exitttcnce,  bnt  wkere  it  is  we  ask 
in  vain  ?  No  space  contiiins  it,  time  promises  no  con- 
trol over  it.  it  has  no  ear  for  my  threats,  it  has  no 
substance  that  my  liatids  cau  grasp  or  my  weapons 
find  vulnerablo ;  it  conimunds  and  cannot  be  com- 
mnmlixl,  it  acts  and  i%  iiinn.sc(-ptible  of  my  reaction, 
iho  more  I  xlrive  to  subdue  it.  the  more  am  1  oom- 
I>ellnd  to  think  of  it.  and,  the  more  I  think  of  it,  the 
nioi*  do  I  find  it  to  possess  a  reality  out  of  myself, 
and  Hot  to  be  a  phantom  of  my  own  iniHginatii>n  ;  — 
that  all  but  tlie  most  abandoned  men  ackuowledgi^  its 
anlhority.  and  that  the  whole  strength  and  majeiity  of 
my  country  art-  pledgiil  to  support  it;  ami  yet  that 
/or  mf  x\»  pow<-r  Is  the  aami;  with  that  of  tny  own 
permanent  stdf,  and  that  all  the  choice  which  is  per- 
mitted to  me  consists  in  liaving  it  for  my  guardian 
angel  or  my  avengiug  fiend,  lliis  is  the  spirit  of 
Law,  —  the  lute  of  Amphion,  — the  harp  of  Orpheus. 
This  is  the  true  nceeMity  which  oomiHrU  man  into  the 
Boeial  state,  now  and  always,  by  a  still  beginning. 
never  ceasing,  force  of  moral  cohesion." ' 
I  Tho  Frl«n4. 
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In  aupposinji  tliat  couBon-atJon  is  tlio  gruiid  ami 
pTCMuiiieiit  public  fiinctiou  of  lite  Ain(;i'i<;tiii  Itar  in 
the  State,  I  liiivu  not  ft-lt  lliat  1  uwij^ntrd  Ui  a  [irnftis- 
sioii.  to  which  I  count  it  so  higli  a  privilege  to  belong, 
B  part  and  a  duty  at  all  beueatli  lUi  loftiost  diiitns.  I 
shall  not  deny  that  to  foiuid  &  St«t«  which  grow*  to 
be  a  nation,  on  tlic  ruiuri  of  an  older,  or  on  «  wast«  of 
fiirth  where  wiis  noiit-  licfuru,  i(s  iiitriiisiirally  and  in 
thf  judgment  of  tlie  woild,  of  ihe  largest  order  of 
liiiiiian  achieveineiita.  Of  the  chief  of  men  are  the 
ei/iiditurf*  imperiomm.  Itut  to  keep  the  city  is  only 
not  less  fUfficult  and  glorious  than  to  build  it.  Both 
rise,  in  the  estimate  of  the  most  eloquent  and  most 
wise  of  Romans,  to  the  rank  of  divinv  achicvvmmit. 
[  appreciate  thv  uat-ii  and  th<t  glory  of  a  great  and 
timely  reform.  Thrice  happy  and  honored  who  leaves 
the  Constitution  better  than  he  found  it.  But  to  find 
it  good  and  keep  it  ao,  thin,  too,  is  virtue  and  pmise. 

It  was  the  hoaiit  of  Augustus.  — as  Lord  Brougham 
rcnienibeni  in  the  close  of  his  speech  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  law,  —  that  he  fouud  Runie  of  brick  and 
k'ft  it  of  marble.  Ay.  But  he  found  Kome  free,  and 
left  her  a  slav«.  He  found  her  a  repiiblie,  and  left 
her  an  empii-el  He  found  the  large  soul  of  Cicero 
lufoldiug  the  nature,  speaking  the  high  praise,  and 
recording  the  maxims  of  regulated  liberty,  with  that 
vioqueiice  which  so  nuniy  millions  of  hearts  have 
owned,  —  and  he  left  poets  and  artisl^t!  Wo  tind 
our  city  of  marble,  and  we  will  leave  it  marble.  Yes, 
all,  all.  «p  to  the  grand,  central,  and  eternal  dome ; 
we  will  leave  it  marble,  as  we  find  it.  To  that  ol!tc«, 
to  that  praise,  lut  eveu  the  claims  of  your  profession 
be  stibonliuiiled.  Ptv  ^itfUibut  Krpe ;  pro  Uge,  ptv 
rej>ttl>lu'a  trinper. 
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If  yovi  coiwkUt  <l«lil)crativc  eloquence,  iii  its  liij^heBt 
forms  iiml  iiublcst  fxt-rlion,  to  he  tbo  uttt;ruiii'«:s  of 
men  of  goiiiun  pnicliscd.  eunivtit',  and  Kiiicorc,  accord- 
ing lo  a  rule  of  nrt.  in  prcscnct-  of  lar^  assemblies, 
in  grcAt  conjuncture!)  of  public  afTiLir»,  to  persuade  a 
J*taptf.,  it  U  quite  plain  that  tliosi:  largest  of  all  con- 
juncture!*, \v\x\vh  )Oii  properly  eiiU  liniei*  of  rtiroliUion, 
must  (lemoiKl  and  supply  n  dclibei-ative  eloquence  all 
their  oKftt. 

All  kinds  of  gemiw,  —  I  mean  of  that  genius  whose 
organ  i-*  art  or  language,  and  whose  mtness,  hearer, 
an<l  judge  is  the  eye.  ear,  imagination,  and  heart  of 
cultivated  humanity. — if  cast  on  a  marked  and  stormy 
age.  an  age  lifted  above  and  out  of  the  even,  general 
flow  of  prescriptive  life,  by  great  changes,  new  ideas, 
and  slrunj;  passions,  extraordinary  abilities  and  enter- 
prises, some  grand  visiblo  revelation  of  tlie  deulh- 
throes,  birth-timt^j*.  in  which  an  old  creation  pa«»e« 
vnj  and  a  new  one  comes  to  light,  ■ —  all  kinds  of 
such  genius,  cast  on  ituch  an  age.  are  tinged  and 
moulded  by  it.  None  so  hardy,  none  so  spiritual, 
none  so  individualized,  none  so  Belf-nourtshed,  none 
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HO  innncreed  in  its  own  consciousness,  subjectivity, 
and  self-ad  itiivuti on,  as  not  to  own  and  bow  to  the 
oniniprtfsent  inanifi-i«U.-d  K)iirit  of  the  tinie.  Gui-tlie, 
Byron,  Alfi«ri,  tb«  far  niiglilicr  Milton,  are  ready 
illiiHtratioiis  of  this.  BetwiH^n  thoni  aiid  ttiat  crisi:* 
of  the  nations,  and  of  the  race  in  whicli  they  lived, 
on  whinh  they  looked  fasoinated,  entranced,  how  in- 
fluencive  and  iiievitaUo  the  sympathy  I  Into  that 
hright  or  dim  di-eam  of  enchantment,  invention, 
ideality,  in  which  was  their  poet-life,  how  are  tha 
shapes  of  this  outwiird  world  projected,  how  its  eries 
of  despair  or  triumpli  rci'elio  thurc,  that  new  heaven 
and  new  PArth,  their  dn-«]|i[ig<place;  how  ihey  give 
back  the  cloud  and  tttonn,  the  sunKliinc  and  waning 
moon;  how  they  breathe  tiie  gales,  and  laugh  with 
tlie  flowers,  and  sadden  with  the  wastes,  of  our  earth 
and  sky  I  Topics,  treatment,  thoughts,  characters, 
moods,  —  how  they  all  l)Ut  imitate  and  reproduce  the 
real  in  the  ideal.  life  in  immortality.  Take  the  ex- 
Iruordinarv  instunec  of  Milton,  Tliiit  Enj'land  of  tlio 
great  Civil  War,  the  England  of  the  ConinionweJiltU 
and  Cromwell,  that  Kugland  which  snw  tlie  king  dis- 
crowned and  behfaded,  the  House  of  LonUi  abolish«d, 
Puritanism  triumphant  on  the  bloody  days  of  Worces- 
ter and  Dunbar,  the  deliberations  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment, the  Westminster  Assemldy  constructing  and 
promulgating  its  creed  on  the  awful  mysteries,  —  how 
does  the  |ireseine  and  iniluciice  of  that  England  seem 
to  haunt  you  in  "Samson  Agonist<!s,"  in  "  Pai-adisfi 
Loiit,"  in  "  Pamdirte  Regained,"  —  a  memory,  a  Kemte 
of  earth  revived  in  the  peace  of  the  world  beyond 
the  grave,  ages  after  death!  Milton's  soul,  if  ever 
mortal  spirit  did  so,  "  was  a  star,  and  dwelt  apart." 
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Yet  everywhere,  almost.  —  in  the  duhious  wsr  on  the 
pltuiiit  of  lieuveu  ;  in  the  (icbiitvs  of  the  synod  of  fallen 
di^migmlM  ;  hi  thv  trfiiii'iiiloiiis  coiivejHioii  of  th»t  pride 
and  will  hiiJ  »vlf-triii«t,  nhii^h  n)«e  in  thv  ArchHngol 
ruiiicil  H<;niii»t  tlie  Hi^hrat;  iii  tliosu  dogmiis  und 
thosi>  !i|i«(.aihLtiiiiiH  of  llii-ology  wlitcli  wiiiid^rr  unrest' 
iiig,  unaii.4Wfivd.  thnitigli  ett'niity  ;  in  titat  tone  of 
austere  independence  and  indignant  intinbordinalion, 
obedient,  however,  to  a  higher  taw  and  a  diviner  vis- 
ion ;  in  that  contempt  of  other  human  judgments, 
and  deflant  enunciation  of  its  own,  —  everywhere 
you  seem  to  meet  the  Puritan,  the  RepuhliL-an,  the 
defender  of  the  eluiiu  of  the  people  of  England  to  be 
free  ;  the  upulugiHl,  th«  atlvocabe  of  tho  execution  at 
kings ;  the  chaiujtion  in  all  lands  and  all  ages  of  the 
liberty  of  conscience,  of  speeeh,  of  the  press ;  the 
Kccrclary,  the  counsellor  of  Cromwell  i  the  clilldi 
or^n,  memorial  of  the  agi:  That  heroic  individ- 
uality,  what  wn»  it  but  the  juiidiict  of  a  Iiui-d,  unuc- 
oomniodatiii]^,  origiiial,  mighty  nature,  moulded  and 
tinged  by  the  tragic  and  tiliarp  realities  of  nalinnal 
revolution?  and  it  seemii  to  go  with  him,  partaking 
of  its  mixed  origiiiiil.  whithersoever  the  song  wanders, 
soars,  or  Miiks,  —  in  the  paths  of  tMen,  on  the  "peril- 
ous edge  of  battle  "  waged  for  the  throne  of  God.  in 
reporting  the  counsels  of  the  Infinite  in  the  past  eter- 
nity, in  hailing  the  Holy  Light  on  which  those  orbs, 
overplied,  us  he  consoled  himself,  in  liberty's  dvfbucv, 
were  closed  for  ever. 

So,  too,  of  the  lesser  but  yet  rciiplcndcnt  nanie»  of 
Goethe,  Byron.  Alfieri:  the  spirit  of  the  lime  was  aa 
vehement  in  Ihcm  us  it  wiis  in  the  young  Napoleon. 
Tliey  shared  its  Sre,  its  perturbed  ninl  ti^)wering  mijid, 
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its  longings,  its  free  tbiiiklng,  ita  passion  of  stroiip 
sensattunti,  its  deep  insightH,  its  hist  of  puwvr  and  of 
cbtingc.  an<l  uU  its  dark  unrest,  as  fully  iis  lie  did  ;  uiul 
tbey  uttered  it*  voices  in  those  troubled,  uiiequnllod 
songs,  us  he  uttei-vd  tti<-m  fiivt  nt  Marengo  and  Lodi 
by  the  cannon  of  his  vivtonL'S. 

Sometimes  the  blessedness  of  that  great  calm  which 
follows  the  exhausted  tempest  of  the  monil  iK-aveti, 
in  which  the  winds  go  down  and  the  billows  roek 
lIuTusi'lves  to  sleep,  U  imaged  in  the  poems  of  an 
age.  That  most  consummate  effort  of  the  finer  genius 
of  Rome,  —  the  Oeoigies  of  Virgil,  for  example, — 
that  decorated,  abundant,  and  eotitented  It.ily  that 
smiles  there ;  the  cattle,  largi^r  and  smaller,  on  an 
many  hills;  the  holidays  of  vintage  ;  the  murmur  of 
bees ;  the  happy  hushiindman  ;  the  old,  golden  age  of 
SatiiTD  returning.  —  what  is  all  that  but  the  long  sigh 
of  the  people  of  Rome,  the  sigh  of  Italy,  the  sigh  of 
the  worl<I>  hrenthed  through  that  unequalled  harmony 
and  sensibility,  for  peace,  —  jjeaee  under  ite  vine  and 
fig-tree,  —  peace,  rest,  after  tt  hundred  ycara  of  inse- 
curily,  convulsion,  and  blood? 

Now,  if  that  form  of  genius, — genius  in  art,  ia 
poetry,  whose  end  is  delight,  whose  wanderings 

"  Mri)  wlivre  (lie  Slutti  liiunt 
Clvar  Bprinic.  ur  tlm'Ij*  nrriiii.  ur  nutin;  hili," 

whoso  nourishment  is 

"  Of  iliouglit*  iliat  valuntarjr  move  harmonioua  numbots." 

—  if  that  kind,  —  solitary,  introspective,  the  creature 
of  the  element,  —  takes  a  bias  and  a  tinctura  from  a 
strongly  agitated  time,  how  much  truer  must  this  be 
of  tliat  genius  whose  office,  whose  art,  it  is»  by  speech, 
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hy  deep  f««lings  and  earnest  convictioiin  oviTOowiiig 
in  eloquent  speccb.  to  conimunicate  witli  tlie  ]>eople 
of  ifucli  D  time  directly  upon  tbe  emotions  it  excites, 
tliu  hupci  it  i»»))tres.  tlio  dutias  it  impoiieii.  the  tre- 
tDCudous  utternutive  it  holds  out?  How  iiievitaMe 
ttutt  lite  cluquvitco  of  rvvoliitioiiH  ithuuld  be  all  cutn- 
p«vtof  tli0  paeeiiig  botir!  IIuw  i^L-vitublc  tbut  tlio 
audiences  tnich  sea«ontt  assemble,  ibu  vnsva  hiiriicil 
Onwurd  ns  tliv  sea  ittt  succesdoii  of  billows,  llic  fjn-jit 
IMtfsioiiH  tlit-y  set  on  fire,  tbe  pity,  tbe  t«rror  they  jus- 
tify, the  mighty  intere^U  they  pUce  at  stake,  the 
expan.tive  and  gorgi;oufl  ideas  on  which  tliey  roll,  the 
nmplioity,  deHnileneiM),  and  pruniiiieuct-  of  t)ie  objects 
which  they  set  before  all  men's  eyes,  the  concussion, 
the  tttinmlution  which  they  give  to  the  whole  medita- 
tive as  well  as  emotional  faculties  of  a  generation,^ 
how  inevitable  that  such  a  conjunctive  age  and  revo- 
lution sboiUd  create  it»  own  Btyle  and  tone  uud  form 
of  public  speech  ! 

For  what  is  &  revolution  ?  I  ifhull  call  it  thtit  agony 
tJiTou^h  which,  by  which,  —  ihe  nccu.HU>med  course, 
tile  accustomed  and  normal  ebb  and  flow,  of  the  life 
of  the  Htute,  being  violently  Hn^ijienrled.  from  causes 
in  part  internal,  —  a  new  nation  is  born,  or  an  old 
nation  dies,  or  by  which,  without  losing  its  identity, 
a  nation  puts  off  it«i  constitution  of  tyranny  and  be- 
oomea  free,  self-governed,  or  is  despoiled  of  its  eon- 
Rtitntion  of  freedom  and  becomes  enslaved,  the  slave 
of  its  own  government.  Such  a  chan<!c  us  cither  of 
tbe«e, — such  a  birth,  such  a  dying,  such  emancipation, 
tiuch  enslavement.  —  such  n  change,  —  vast,  violent, 
compressed  within  some  oomparalivdy  brief  time, 
palpable  to  all   sense  and  all  coiksoiousuess,  so  that 
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thousands,  luilltons,  feel  together  that  the  spoil  of  a 
gr(>at  liUtoricttl  hour  is  upon  them  nil  nt  once, — sui-h 
an  Olio  I  coll  a  revolution.  And  these  arc  they  which 
are  transacted  on  the  high  places  of  the  world,  and 
make  ii[)  llie  epic  and  the  tnigic  matter  of  ttiv  story 
of  iiiittmis. 

Illustrations  of  kll  these  kinds  will  readily  occur  to 
jou.  Of  one  class,  of  «  rt-vnlntioii  in  whieli  n  na- 
tional life  uxpin-d,  iiitenial  caiiNt-»  co-working  with 
force  from  wilhout.  yoti  ttee  an  inntanee,  grand,  sad, 
meinoralile  in  that  day,  when,  in  the  downwrard  age 
of  Greece,  that  once  radiant  hrow  wna  stjuck  by 
Philip,  ami  hy  the  successors  of  vMexander,  for  erer 
to  tliv  earth.  Of  a  revolution  in  which  a  nation, 
keeping  its  life,  its  identity,  exchanged  a  goveruinvnt 
of  freedom  for  a  goveninieiit  of  tyranny,  you  have  an 
iiiKlauce,  not  lets  grand  and  uR'nioraltle.  bluodivr  and 
fuller  of  terror  in  ita  iiieidenl«  and  inKtrnnicntatitiea, 
in  that  time  when  rfpiililictiii  Koine  iK-oamt^  the  Koina 
of  the  C>e»nr».  and  the  dignity  of  the  Senate  unrobed 
itself,  and  the  proud  and  noble  voice  of  the  people 
in  the  foruro  died  away  in  the  presence  of  the  purple 
«nd  the  guard.  Of  that  type  of  revolution  in  which 
a  nation,  slill  keeping  its  life  and  identity,  exchanges 
het  cunstilntion  of  slavery  for  one  of  freedom,  or 
ECems  to  do  so,  or  rises  to  do  so,  you  will  recall  the 
cxiiinplv  of  the  FiiiiKc  of  1789.  Of  that  other  type 
of  revolution  in  which  a  nation  begins,  or  seems  to 
begin,  to  be,  there  are  examples  in  Irtdand  in  1782, 
in  America  in  1T7C.  These,  and  audi  aa  these,  if 
other  such  there  are,  I  call  revolutiona. 

In  Bome  things,  —  in  causes,  incidents,  issuer,  lea- 
sons,  distinguished  from  one  another  by  soma  traits 
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of  tltc  eloqiicn«e  tht'y  dcniatiil  and  supply,  —  lliera  is 
ft  certain  c-omnioii  cliMra<>(er  to  Ui«iu  nil ;  ami  tbcro 
are  ceiuiin  coiiiinon  [leculiarities  by  wtiii-li  the  olo- 
queiK:^  of  lliem  all  in  sure  to  h«  uiiliki;,  «;s»fiUiitlly, 
th«  wlKile  public  npeecb  of  tiiuea  quieter.  Imppieri  le«8 
crovdiKl,  letis  glorioim. 

Olnnoe  firat  at  the  oommnn  charitcterUtica  of  all 
Uie  <]«liberative  eloquence  of  all  the  classes  of  revo- 
lutions, at)  I  have  delined  revolution. 

If  you  bear  in  mind  tliat  the  aim  of  deliberative 
eloquence  is  to  perauade  to  an  action,  and  that  to  per- 
suade to  an  action  it  must  be  »bown  that  to  perform 
it  will  gratify  some  onu  of  tlic  diiiireti  or  affcctioue  or 
eentinivnts.  — you  may  call  ibvnu  allDgptber.  pauion^t 
—  wbicb  aro  tlio  spring  of  all  actiim.  eomc  lute  of 
our  own  lmppiiic8i«,  sonic  love  of  our  country,  some 
love  of  man.  Home  lovo  of  honor,  sonii;  upprovul  of 
our  own  conaoiunoo,  KOnie  fear  or  »onie  love  of  God, 
you  »ets  thnt  oloqiu'ncf  will  be  cliarautcriztxl, —  first, 
by  the  nature  of  tiie  actionfl  to  which  it  pvraiiades : 
eeooiidly,  by  the  nature  of  the  datire  or  affection  or 
aentimcnt,  —  the  nature  of  the  pas&ion.  iii  other 
words,  —  by  a[>pi-al  to  wbiL-h  it  seeks  to  penuade  to 
the  action  ;  and  then,  I  say.  that  the  capital  poculi- 
ority  of  the  eloquence  of  all  times  of  revolution,  a»  I 
have  described  revolution,  is  tbitt  the  actionK  it  per- 
suades to  are  the  bij;bcKt  and  most  hemic  whiob  men 
can  do,  and  tlie  pnssions  it  would  inspire,  in  order  to 
pcrauiule  to  them,  arc  the  most  lofty  wbtch  man  can 
feel.  "  High  actions;  and  high  piui:<ions,"  —  ttueh  are 
Sliltoii's  worJd,  —  high  actions  throngh  and  by  high 
passions ;  tbeHe  are  the  end  and  these  the  means  of 
tiie  orator  of  the  revolution. 
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Hence  are  hin  topics  l«rge,  »inple,  intelligible, 
affecting.  ir«nce  are  his  views  broul,  imprc«iiive, 
popular ;  no  trivial  detailfi,  no  wire-woven  devoiop- 
ineiitit,  no  subtle  distinctions  and  drawing  of  fine 
lines  about  the  boundaries  of  idt;as.  no  H]>eculaCion, 
no  ingenuity  ;  all  is  etemental,  comprehensive,  in- 
ttfn:>ie,  pructical,  unqualified,  undonbting.  It  is  not 
of  ttio  small  things  of  minor  iind  insti'umontal  poli- 
tics he  comes  to  speak,  or  men  come  to  bear.  It  is 
not  to  spoak  or  to  bear  about  permitting  uu  Atbeiiian 
citizen  to  cbunge  bis  tribe ;  about  permitting  the 
Komnn  Knights  to  have  jurisdiction  of  trials  equally 
with  the  Senate;  it  i«  nut  about  allowing  u  XIO 
hou.«e-holdcr  to  vote  for  a  member  of  Parliament; 
about  duties  on  indigo,  or  onion-seed,  or  even  tea. 

"  That  (train  f  ou  hntr  b  of  mi  higher  mood." 

It  is  the  rallying  crj'  of  patriotism,  of  liberty,  in  the 
sublimest  crisis  of  the  State, — of  man.  It  is  a  de- 
liberation of  empire,  of  glory,  of  existence  on  which 
they  come  together.  To  l>e  or  not  to  be,  —  that  is 
the  question.  Shall  the  chiUlrt'n  of  the  men  of  Mar- 
athon become  slnves  of  I'hilip?  Shall  the  majesty 
of  the  senate  and  pcojile  of  Rome  stw)p  to  wear  the 
chainn  forging  by  the  military  exeeutortt  of  the  nill 
of  JuHiiis  C«sar?  Shall  the  a»!*embled  representa- 
tives of  France,  just  waking  from  her  s!e<p  of  ages  to 
claim  tlie  righl»  of  man,  —  shall  lliey  disperse,  their 
work  undone,  ibeir  work  just  commencing  :  and  shall 
they  disperse  at.  the  order  of  the  king?  or  shall  tlie 
messenger  be  bid  Co  go,  in  the  thunder-tones  of  Mira- 
l>eaii,  —  and  tell  his  master  that  "  we  nit  here  to  do 
the  will  or  our  constituents,  and  that  we  will  not  be 
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moved  from  thei<e  seata  but  by  the  pniiit  of  the  bayo- 
net"? Shall  Ireland  bound  upward  fiimi  her  long 
prostration,  and  cant  from  lier  ttie  last  link  of  tlta 
BritUb  cbatii,  and  shall  flho  advance  "from  injuries 
to  aims,  from  arms  to  liberty,"  from  liberty  to  glory? 

Shall  the  thirteen  Colonies  become,  imd  be,  freo 
and  inde|>eDdent  Stales,  and  come  unabasbed,  uii- 
tonified.  aii  equal,  into  the  majestic  assembly  of  Iho 
nations?  These  are  the  thoughts  wilb  which  all 
bosoms  are  distended  and  oppressed.  Filled  with 
tliese.  wilJi  these  thisliiog  in  every  eyo,  swelling 
every  heart,  pervading  electric  all  iiges.  all  orders, 
like  a  viitiUlioti,  "  an  unquenchuble  public  fire,"  meu 
come  together,  — the  thousands  of  Athens  around  the 
Be  in  a,  or  in  the  Temple  of  Dionysus, —  the  people 
of  itome  in  the  forum,  the  Senate  in  that  council- 
cbainber  of  the  world,  —  the  masw^  of  France,  as  the 
spring-tide,  into  her  gardens  of  thv  Tuilcn'es,  her 
club-roums,  her  hall  of  the  convention, —  the  pcpre- 
aenlatives,  the  genius,  the  grace,  the  beauty  of  Ire- 
land into  the  Tuscan  Gallery  of  ber  HouMe  of  Com- 
mons, —  the  delegates  of  the  ('olonies  into  the  Halt 
of  Independence  at  Philadelphia,  —  tJkUS  men  eome, 
in  ait  hour  of  revolution,  to  bang  upon  the  lipa  from 
which  they  hope,  they  need,  they  demand,  to  hear 
tJie  things  which  belong  to  their  national  salvation, 
hungering  for  the  bread  of  life. 

And  then  and  tluis  comes  the  orator  of  tliat  time, 
kindling  with  their  fire ;  sympathizing  with  that 
great  beuting  heart ;  penetrated,  not  subdued  :  lift«-d 
up  rather  by  a  sublime  and  rare  moment  of  hisU'iry 
madv  real  to  his  consciousness ;  ehargeil  with  the 
ver>'  miwdou  of  life,  yet  unassured  whether  they  will 
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hear  or  will  forbear  j  transcendent  good  within  their 
grn>ip,  y<.'t  a  poiisibility  thnt  the  fntal  Hiid  critt«-al 
0]i|H>rtiiruty  of  snlvjition  will  Le  wiwtvd;  the  liut 
evil  of  [iHtioiu  nnd  of  men  overliangiii]^,  yet  tlie  siren 
song  of  ]w»cc— i>oiioe  when  tlit-rc  is  no  j>ej»«c  — 
ohaiit«(I  tniuUy  by  »mne  voioe  of  slotii  or  fear,  ^  ihrre 
and  thiM  lite  orators  of  revolutions  com«  (o  woric 
their  work!  And  what  tWn  in  demnncle<l.  and  bow 
it  is  to  be  done,  yon  ail  »ev ;  and  lliat  i»  Home  of  the 
characteri.ttioii  of  tlieir  eloquence  they  must  all  be 
alike.  Aclhnii,  not  laiv  or  policy,  whose  growth  and 
fruits  are  to  be  slowly  evolved  by  time  and  calni; 
actions  daring,  doubtful  Init  inntant ;  the  new  things 
of  a  new  world,  —  these  are  what  the  speaker  couo- 
sets :  large,  elementary,  gorgeous  idt-aa  of  right,  of 
equiilily.  of  iiidepeiHlence,  of  liberty,  of  progress 
through  convulsion,  —  these  are  the  principle*  from 
which  he  reanons,  when  A«  reaton»,  —  these  are  the 
pinions  of  the  thought  on  which  be  soars  and  stays ; 
and  then  the  primeval  and  indestructible  sentiment* 
of  the  breast  of  man,  —  his  seniw  of  right,  h'm  e»tiinK- 
tion  of  liimKclf,  his  scnmi  uf  honor,  his  love  of  fame, 
his  triumph  and  his  joy  in  th«  dear  name  of  country, 
tlic  trnpliic«  lliat  tell  of  the  past,  the  hopes  that  gild 
and  beruld  her  dawn,  —  these  are  the  springit  of 
action  to  which  he  appeaU,  —  these  are  the  chords 
hU  fingers  sweep,  and  from  whitb  be  draws  out  the 
troubled  music,  "solemn  as  death,  serene  as  Uie  un- 
dying confidence  of  patriotism,"  to  which  ho  would 
liave  the  battalions  of  the  people  march  !  Directness, 
plainne^i^.  a  narrow  range  of  topics,  few  di^tails  few 
but  grand  ideas,  a  headlong  tid«  of  sentiment  and 
feeling;  vehement,  indignant,  and  reproachful   rea> 
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sniiDgs,  —  winged  general  maxima  of  vUdom  and 
We ;  an  example  from  Plutarch ;  a  pregnant  seiilence 
of  Tuitua;  thotiglita  going  forth  ait  ministers  of  iiat- 
nre  to  robnt  of  light,  and  with  armx  in  thi'ir  hitiuls  : 
thoughts  that  hreathu  and  words  that  hurn,  —  those 
yaguely.  a] proximately,  express  the  general  tjpe  of 
bU  tbJB  speech. 

I  liave  Hpoken  of  some  eharacteriHtica  common  to 
(he  etoqueni^e  of  all  revolutions.  Hut  thoy  differ 
from  one  another  ;  and  their  «lo(|)icnce  differs  too. 

Takv  first  that  instance  —  sad,  gruml,  and  memo- 
rable fur  ever  —  In  which  Oreeee.  prepared  for  it  hy 
eaiiies  acting  wtlliin,  (wri.ihfil  at  last  l»y  the  gold  and 
tW  plutlanx  of  Maredon.  'Hie  oi-atur  of  that  time  is 
tlic  first  name  in  the  anfient  eKK|iiencp,  in  some  re- 
1^*6(8 — in  the  tTaii&peiidi!nt  opportunity  of  his  life 
utd  death  at  least  —  the  first  name  in  alt  eloquence, 
—  Pemostheuc^. 

Begia  with  him.  —  the  orator  of  the  iiatiou  which 
i)  exjnring.  The  most  Athenian  of  the  Athenians, 
tliemost  Grci'k  of  all  the  Ci-cvks.  it  was  his  nii>«!iinn 
lotitii;r  the  last  ami  noljle:«t  protest  of  <Trecian  inde* 
]Mnilence,  and  to  ponr  out  the  whole  gathered,  tradi- 
Mnnl,  passionate  patriotism  of  the  freest  and  most 
Wunlry-loving  of  all  the  raoes  of  man.  in  one  final 
Anin  of  higher  mood  than  the  world  before  or  since 
"W  lieairl.  The  scheme  of  politics,  the  cthira,  the 
piihlie  service,  the  eloquence,  the  whole  lifi-,  of  tills 
*>*ii  have  all  the  unity  and  coiisiiftcnuy  of  parts  —  all 
^  idmpticity  and  r.ipid  and  lraii.«piiri>i)l  flow  of  a 
•"•tterpiece  of  Allie  art.  That  dying  hour  in  the 
iViBple  of  Neptune  brought  the  long  tragic  nt-tiou 
''lb  a  befitting  grandeur  and  terror  and  pity  to  ita 
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close.  At  the  moment  when  he  became  of  age  to 
take  on  him  the  Unit  iIuUl-ti  of  Atlii^iiiaii  oiUzt-ii-ship, 
lie  aaw  snaiie^t  ui  hiti  couiitrvnieii.  with  keoiiei^t  ajid 
juHtent  dUeerninent,  that  the  imlependeikce  of  Atbeus 

—  the  iinlepeiitJence  of  the  whole  old  historical  Greece 

—  was  directly  snd  formiiiiiblj' assailed  W  the  arnw 
and  the  gold  of  a  rising,  half-harharoiis  niiiitury  moii* 
archy  on  its  northern  frontivr.  If  thiil  Philip^ if 
that  Alexander — sucoceded  in  the  di-wgn  ko  ti-auM< 
parent  to  his  eye,  —  so  trjvnitparent  to  ours  now, 
though  :*ome  goml  men  and  wise  men  coiild  not  yet 
see  it  80,  —  the  Oret-ce  of  bin  birth,  pride,  and  love,  — 
that  fair,  kindred  group  of  States,  not  straitly  united 
by  a  constitution,  yet  to  him.  by  language,  by  blood, 
by  culture,  by  institutions,  by  tradition,  by  trophies, 

—  "the  descent  and  concatenation  and  distribution 
of  glorj',"  —  by  disdain  of  masters  abroad  and  tyrants 
at  liumf,  seeming  to  him  a  beautiful  identity, —  that 
Greece  would  perish  for  everinure.  To  frustrate  tliut 
design,  was  the  onr-  tinylr.  effint  of  the  jitiblic  life  of 
Demosthenes  nf  thirty  yeai-s.  To  devise,  to  oi^nise 
and  npply,  the  mejins  of  doing  i<o.  was  the  one  single 
task  of  all  his  statesmanship,  all  his  diplomacy,  all 
his  plans  of  finance,  all  his  political  combinations,  all 
his  matchless  eloquence. 

Wliatsoever  of  usefulness,  or  goodness,  or  grand- 
eur there  is  in  imtriotism,  —  that  patriotism  which  is 
employed  in  keeping  its  country  alive.  —  all  this 
praise  is  bis.  Some  there  were  in  that  downward 
Hge  —  some  ponderous  hiKturiaiis  of  Greece  there  are 
now  —  who  said  and  say  that  a  Mneeduniun  eon(|Ucst 
was  not  so  bad  a  thing ;  that  it  was  not  so  mueb  a 
dying  of  Qreece  as  a  new  itfv  in  another  body,  a 
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higWr  being,  a  mere  tmtuiinutatioii  of  iimttor,  a  mors 
ilifTusioD  of  the  race  uad  luiij^uago,  tlif  fountain 
mervly  sinkJiif;  into  llic  carllt  in  Attioi  to  rise  in 
Syriii,  U>  riHu  in  Alrxftiidria.  All  tlivHc  niftapliysicit 
of  liistory  wen.-  lost  on  him.  l\c  full  like  a  Greek 
who  waa  a  (Jrpck.  He  felt  that  th«  idoutityof  Oreek 
])oIiticaI  hfe  cniisistf-d  ill  this:  lliat  it  owned  no  for- 
eign ]nast«r,  and  that  it  acknowledged  no  de«potio 
tiiitgle  will  at  home.  Independence  of  all  the  world 
without:  self-government:  the  rule  and  the  obedi- 
ence of  law  Belf-inipoeed ;  righta  and  obligations 
reciprocally  due.  —  due  from  man  to  man  within  the 
city,  under  the  eonstitutioit,  —  thin  wiis  in  essence 
Grecian  public  Ufc  —  Grecian  life.  Love  of  beauty 
atid  of  ^lory,  fnuUlc^s  taste,  subtilty  and  fancy  in  su- 
preme degree,  ovei'ilywing  iu  an  art,  a  poetry,  a  spoc- 
ulalive  philosophy,  an  elotiucucv.  a  whole  literature, 
—  making  up  so  large  a  part  of  our  manifold  aiid 
immortal  inherit.iiice  from  the  pmst,  —  tlii»  was  great* 
nesa  toOi  iiM^rtainly.  Hut  ic  U  in  her  pride  of  inde* 
pendency,  and  in  her  tempi-sluoun  internal  fi-ecdom; 
it  \a  ii)  Marathon  or  Thermopylae  and  the  ganifs  of 
the  Olympia — and  that  atormy,  quick-witted,  wilful 
and  piu^ionatv  people  —  that  he  recognized,  that  we 
recognise,  the  true  mid  iioblor  individuality. 

To  keep  all  thin  against  the  gold  and  the  siiear  of 
that  luilf-eivtlized  military  despotism  —  in  the  first 
ming  sti-eiigtli  of  a  new  naliotiul  life  —  was  the 
mimioii,  say  ratJier  the  high  endeavor  of  DcnioK* 
tbeiies.  To  thin  for  a  lifetime  he  gave  hiiii.-«elf,  —  he 
abandoned  bim-ielf,  —  nor  rested  till  all  was  over ; 
and  u  little  poison  in  a  ring  wa»  all  the  dying  mother 
could  leave  her  cluld  to  iielp  liim  e.icape  her  inur- 
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ilcrtfis  and  Ids;  dvath  by  poison  in  the  temple  on 
tlic  inland,  —  praine,  ttinn*,  and  admiration  through  all 
time. 

You  see  at  once,  in  the  singleness  and  ifimplioity, 
yet  difBouIty  and  grandeui-,  of  the  work  lie  had  to 
work,  au  exjilanation  of  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  biB  eloquence  usually  dwelt  on.  —  its  directness, 
its  piTKpieuity,  its  dii^dain  of  ornament,  its  freedom 
from  dissLTtiition,  iiad  n-liiiing,  and  detail,  and  weari- 
some development.  —  the  fewness  of  its  topics,  the 
limitc<l  riuigf  of  its  iduiis, —  itt  harmony  and  vnitif 
of  npirtt  and  fffrct,— iha  whole  speech  of  thrpB 
hours  Bwniing  hut  one  blow  of  n  thunderbolt,  hy 
which  a  tower,  a  furlnnj;  of  a  city-wall,  might  tnmhie 
down,  —  its  aushrTf,  ahnosl  fiiTCL-,  gloomy  intensity 
and  earneritne^s,  —  its  iapi<lily  and  vehemence, —  the 
indignation,  the  grief,  thu  wonder,  the  love  which 
seem  to  cry  out,  "  Why  will  ye  die?" 

But  this  brings  me  to  say  that  there  are  other 
characteristics  less  spoken  of:  here  and  there  through 
theHe  grand  exhortations  thcr^  breathes  another  tone, 
for  which  you  must  seek  another  solution.  That 
spirit  —  so  vehement,  so  enthusiastic,  so  hoiwful,  so 
bold  —  was  cU'ar-»ij^hted  too;  and  he  could  not  fail 
to  discern  in  all  things  around  him  but  too  much 
cause  to  fear  that  he  had  oome  on  the  last  times  of 
Greee«.  Yes,  he  might  will  see  anil  feel  that  it  was 
his  to  be  the  orator  of  the  expiring  nation! 

'Hie  old  public  life  of  Greece  was  in  its  decay. 
The  outward,  visiblB  Athens  seemed  unchanged. 
There  she  sat,  as  in  the  foretime,  on  her  citadel  rock, 
in  sight  of  her  auxiliar  sea,  crowned,  garlanded, 
wautou,  with  all  beauty,  all  glory,  and  all   delight. 
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Tet  nil  wiis  changpill  There  stood  th«  walls  o( 
TtM>iiiUu>c1vs :  but  tlw;  men  uf  Munithon.  where  were 
th<'y?  IiisU'rid  —  vaiiily,  fiTeiniiiucy,  sensual  self- 
iiuhilgeiice,  Kortlid  avariuv,  diitlrii^l  of  the  gods, — 
the  theatre,  llie  hantjuet,  the  gurhiiid  dripping  with 
Saiuian  Vine! 

'I"he  fecond  childhood  had  oome.  l-ik«  their  own 
gra^hopperti,  they  would  make  their  old  age  an  iin- 
griu'efiil  infancy,  an  evening  revel,  and  sing  their  fill. 
Glciinis  of  (ltd  onve  niatciilesH  race  and  time  broke 
through  here  and  there,  and  played  on  the  Hurface, 
as  \\iv  sun  Mrtling  on  Siihunis;  hut  the  summer  was 
ending;  the  duy  wax  far  Hpi.*ut;  the  bright  consum- 
mate Dower  that  never  might  in  other  climate  grow, 
was  fain  t*i  how  Ui  the  dread  decn-e  of  eternal  ehange ! 

The  great  statesman  wa.s  himwlf  nnehangiMi.  His 
whole  public  life,  therefore,  vfos  a  contention.  It  waa 
one  long  breathing,  one  long  truitt,  one  long  prayer 
that  these  dry  bones  might  live. 

Therefore,  also,  ever,  there  seems  to  me  through 
all  that  fire.  Hiiblimity,  and  confidcnL'e,  a  certain  — 
I  know  not  what  I  stiouhl  call  it — a  half-iinliiiged, 
half-re]>rei«!tcd  eomtciousnew  that  all  is  Irwt,  and  all  i« 
vain!  It  im  an  if  the  orator  were  a  prophet  too.  and 
the  virion  he  saw  confronted  and  Haddened  the  speech 
he  uttered.  There  is  the  expostulation,  the  reproach, 
the  anger,  the  choking  grief  of  a  patriot  who  has 
his  whole  country,  literally,  within  the  Kuund  uf  \n» 
voice,  among  the  scenes  of  all  their  glory,  who  knows 

—  who  thinks  he  knows  —  as  well  a*  he  know.*  his 
own  oxjinlenie,  that  if  they  wiu,,  they  shall  he  free, 

—  who  eannot  let  go  the  dear  and  sweetest  error,  if 
it  is  so,  of  salvation  possible  to  the  State,  and  yet. 
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when  the  pause  of  exliatintioii  comes,  and  the  viiiion 
hia  wishes  had  sketched  tihowtt  letta  pal|)al)ly,  and  the 
glow  of  tlie  iipu-it  »nka,  almost  owit>>  to  himself  that 
the  bojie  he  felt  was  but  the  resolution  of  despair. 

"  I  te?  a  liknd  jvo  cannoi  •«», 
I  henr  m  mice  you  mniiot  hear! " 

Three  i\ay»  of  this  man's  life  stum)  out  to  the  im- 
ugin^itiou  fnnii  it.-*  grand,  Mid,  gt-ueral  t<!nor. 

Fii'.-st  iif  these  was  that  in  his  thirtieth  y«ar  when 
he  pronounced  hts  firet  oration  against  I'hilip  of 
Maeedou.  That  day  —  without  ofBce,  without  even 
cull  by  the  people,  wJllioiit  waiting  for  the  vet«rau 
Imruni^uera  and  udvUoni  of  the  city  toward  whom  the 
assembly  was  looking  to  hear,  when  thu  sacrifices  had 
befu  perfornRiit.  and  the  lieruld  Imd  made  proclti- 
mutiuii  —  he  w^iit  up  to  (iouusvl  his  couutryniGii ;  and 
whoii  lie  had  conuluded,  lie,  the  son  of  the  sword 
iiiHiiufat'turci',  —  a  young  man,  in  the  yet  early  lliish 
and  enthusiasm  of  public  virtue,  —  had  practitjtlly, 
without  formal  suffrage,  elevated  himself  to  tiie  chief 
magistracy  of  Athens  for  all  the  future  lifetime  of 
Athenian  freedom.  He  sprung  up  that  day  by  one 
bound  to  this  height  so  dazzling,  and  there  he  stood 
till  the  eye  of  Cireece  wiis  cluMcd  for  ever.  Ashe 
came  down  from  that  etage  on  which  Pericles  h»d 
spoken  to  a  fonner  generation,  not  uncoiiscioiw  of  the 
actual  triumph,  some  feeling  of  the  greater  future 
in  the  instant,  —  a  gmve  expectation  on  tliat  stem, 
melancholy  face,  thiit  tlie  midnight  studies  in  ihe 
cave  bj'  the  scu  hud  loosed  the  tongue  of  the  stam- 
merer; that  the  closed  lip«  had  been  touched  by  fire, 
and  the  deep  miraculous  fouutuiu  of  eloqueuce  bceu 
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nnsealed.  —  I  aitn  imngine  hint  to  Mtyi  "And  these 
applauses  I  have  won  by  no  flattery  of  the  people  i 
no  Koplimtries ;  no  rhetoric  ;  no  couiiseU  of  self-iu- 
(lulgLnt-e  ;  do  siron  nong  ti-atiaforming  to  beauts!  As 
I  liiive  won  let  ine  keep  thotn.  Be  mine  to  avow  that 
without  n-Jtenenilcd  Athom;  Gnioco  iilreaJy  htu  her 
inx9t«r.  Be  mini!  to  o[i«ii  my  counlrj's  eyi:  to  the 
whole  danger  tiiul  the  »ingle  renicrly;  U>  turn  ttiese 
States  Hway  from  their  idl«  fcAr*  of  Pentia  and  their 
BenHeletw  jealously  of  f^ach  other,  and  tix  their  appre- 
hensions on  their  true  enemy,  perhaps  their  destroyer, 
this  soldier  of  Maeedon.  Be  nnne  to  persuade  old 
men  mid  riuh  men  tu  give,  and  young  men,  spurning 
uwuy  the  aid  of  n>ercenuriet>.  th(.-msclvi>s  to  strike  for 
Greece  by  sea  and  land  as  in  her  heroic  time.  Be 
miDtt  to  lift  up  the  heiift  of  this  Athens ;  to  erect  the 
spirit  of  this  downward  n^;  to  reiinthroiie  the:  iteii- 
tinieiit  of  duty  for  il«  own  sake,  —  the  glory  of  effort. 
the  glory  of  »elf-Hai-rilicti  and  of  sufTvring,  to  n'vn- 
throne  tln-se  fading  sentiments  in  Uie  ooul  of  my 
people,  —  or  all  is  lost  —  is  lost  I  " 

And  as  theae  thoughts  which  embody  his  exact 
whole  public  life  uame  on  him,  I  can  imagine  bim 
turning  nway  from  the  a{>plaus4.'s  of  an  audiciiL-e  that 
bad  found  hy  a  Aurc  iuittiiict  in  tJiut  ei<«ay  of  an  hour 
ita  mightiest  orator  in  that  young  wan, — turning 
the  »iglit  up  from  tlie  Salainis  aud  tlie  buity  city  he* 
neath,  and  paui^ing  to  stay  his  spirit  by  the  cheerful 
and  fjiir  rtdigions  of  the  Acropolis,  —  that  temple, 
that  fortrnas.  that  gallery  of  the  arts. —  serene  and 
ateadfiist  as  the  floor  of  Olympus,  —  an<l  then  de- 
scending homewards  to  begin  Hii  great  trust  of  guid* 
ing  tlie  public  life  of  expiring  Greece. 
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Turn  to  hiit  next  great  day.  Twelve  years  have 
passed,  and  the  liberties  of  (ireeee  have  been  clox'en 
down  at  Cha^roiiea  for  ever.  Philip  in  dead,  and  the 
young  Alexander  U  master.  And  now,  in  tbis  hour 
of  her  bumiliution,  be  who  had  advised  and  directed 
tlie  long  series  of  ber  unavailing  naifure ;  to  wboes 
eloquence,  to  whose  foud  dream,  to  whose  activity, 
to  whose*  desperate  fidelity  incorrupt,  she  owed  it, 
that  she  had  fallen  as  bccnme  ihu  mother  of  the  iu«n 
uf  Murathon,  —  he  is  amii-;ned  for  this  whoti;  pitblto 
life,  Hiid  rises  befoiv  an  midivnee  guthercd  of  all 
Greeoe  —  gathered  of  all  tiie  lettered  world,  to  vindi- 
cate his  titit;  to  the  orowii. 

The  youthful  orator  lias  grown  to  he  a  man  of  fifty- 
two.  For  him,  for  Ciretce,  the  fnture  now  i.-*  indeed 
a  dream.  Some  possible  cliance,  some  god,  some 
oracle,  may  give  to  strike  another  blow ;  but  for  the 
present  all  is  over — is  overt  It  is  the  gloiy  or  the 
shame  of  the  past  which  id  to  be  appreciated  now. 
tt  is  the  dead  for  freedom  for  whom  ho  is  to  give 
account.  It  is  fur  a  perished  nation  that  he  comes 
there  and  then  to  be  judtjed.  Others  have  laid  down 
the  trust  of  public  life  at  the  close  of  splendid  suo- 
(re»i<e».  His  administration  saw  liberty  aiul  the  tState 
expire.  Others  could  point  the  nation  Ibey  ha<l  been 
conducting  to  some  land  of  promise  beyond  the  river ; 
to  some  new  field  and  new  age  of  greatness ;  "  to 
future  suns  and  daughters  yet  unborn."  and  so  chal- 
lenge the  farewell  applauses  of  their  time.  lie  nud 
his  Athene  had  lost  all  tilings,  —  independence,  na- 
tional life,  hope,  all  tilings  but  honor ;  nnd  how  should 
he  answer,  in  that  day,  for  liiw  share  in  coutributing 
to  a  cjklaniity  so  accomplished  ?     How  he  anxwered 
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rII  men  know.  In  tlie  noblest  deliberative  discourse 
ever  uttered  by  mortal  lips,  there,  in  their  presence 
who  luttl  seen  his  outgoings  ami  incomings  for  hU 
wholo  public  life,  who  hiul  known  his  purity,  his 
wisilum,  hiK  civil  couni)^;  who  Iih(1  iiyinpiilhizcd, 
hiul  tivmbli'd.  lind  k)n<ll<-d  with  nil  his  i-mntioittt  of  a 
lifetime;  in  whoxe  hair*«xtiiigniMhmi  virtu<>  he  had 
lighted  up  tlie  fire  of  a  better  age.  he  reviewed  that 
grand  and  melancholy  story;  he  guve  them  t«  see 
through  th;it  pictured  retrospect  how  it  hud  bei-n 
^ipointed  to  them  to  net  in  the  fintU  extremity  of 
Grc«ce;  what  dignity,  whut  respousiblciii-ss,  what 
tragic  and  puthi':liu  interest,  hud  V-hiiiged  t^i  llieir 
plaett  and  fortutn-s  ;  linw  thi-y  had  been  singled  out 
to  strike  the  bust  blow  for  the  noblest  eau»e ;  and  liijw 
glurioii»ly  Ihey  had  been  minded,  witlioiit  caU;ulali.>ii 
of  the  chanoeH  of  sueceset  or  failure,  to  stand  or  fall 
ID  the  passes  of  the  dear  mother  land!  All  that 
Greece  had  in  her  of  the  hiatorieal  past  —  all  of  let- 
ters, refinement,  renowned  grace  and  liberty  —  nil 
was  represented  by  you,  and  nobly  luive  ye  striven 
to  defend  it  all  I  Grandly  yc  resolved;  gnmdly  yo 
luvc  resisted;  grandly  have  ye  fallen  ! 

That  day  tie  read  his  hiMtory  in  a  nation's  eyes. 
The  still  jiiet.  stricken  heart  of  the  people  of  Athens 
folded  the  orator-statesman  to  it*  love,  and  set  on  his 
head  for  ever  ihu  crown  of  gold  I 

One  day  more  wa«t  wanting  to  that  high  trajpo 
part,  and  how  that  vran  diseharged  I'lntarch  and 
Lnctan  have  iniagint^d  eitrtkiiigly.  If  it  were  a  death 
eel f-in flirted,  our  moral  judgments  mn»t  deeply  de- 
plore and  condemn.  Some  uncertainty  attends  iho 
act;  and.  from  the  Orecian  standjioint,  we  may  «d- 
ntit  its  pathos  and  own  its  grandeur. 
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Sixteen  yenTs  had  now  paaHed  8iiic«  the  fatal  battle 
of  Chii'i-oiipn,  —  eight  since  the  pleading  for  the 
crown.  Ho  was  now  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  life. 
In  tJiilt  tiuie  the  final  Htruggte  of  Oreec«  was  at- 
tempted, —  another  att^'nipt. —  and  at)  witu  over.  In 
August,  tlirisc  hundred  and  twenty-two  _vi'«r»  beforu 
Christ,  a  deciwvo  x-iototy  of  the  Miiii'doidan»  had 
HCattered  thi;  liiixty  levies  of  th<:  GrvekK,  —  thu  ^lave* 
doiiian  conqueror  eanie  nenr  tx>  Atheiii<i;  slatioiied  a 
garrison  of  her  oonqiierow  above  lh<*  harbor  to  com- 
matid  it;  abolished  the  denioci'atioal  couAlitution, 
and  decreed  the  banisliment  of  twelve  thouBand 
AlheiiiMD  citixcns.  One  thing  more  was  wanting  to 
atte?<t  that  Athens,  that  Greece  hud  completely  per- 
ished at  length  —  and  that  was  the  siirrender  of  the 
orator  t«  atone  by  death  for  the  ruNistanve  wliich  he 
)iad  80  long  persuaded  his  countrymen  to  attempt 
against  lier  nltimat*  destroyer.  Thin  surrender  ifa« 
conqueror  demanded.  He  had  no  longer  a  country 
to  protect  him  by  ftrms.  Could  she  do  it  by  Iter 
gods?  He  withdr^'w  to  an  island  some  miles  from 
Athens,  and  there  songht  an  asylum  in  the  temple 
of  Neptune.  The  exile  hunter  caino  with  his  Thra- 
cians  to  the  door,  and  would  have  persuaded  him  to 
commit  himself  to  what  he  culled  thu  elemcney  of 
the  king  of  Muccdon.  I  give  the  r««t  in  a  free  tnuis* 
lation  fn.iui  Lticiiin. 

"  1  dread  the  clemency  which  you  offer  me."  he 
answered,  "more  thun  the  torture  and  death  for 
vhich  I  had  been  looking ;  for  I  cannot  bear  that  it 
be  reported  tliat  the  king  has  corrupt4;d  me  by  the 
promise  of  life  to  desert  the  ritnks  of  Greece,  and 
litaud  in  those  of  Maeedon.     Glorioti^  and  beaiiliful 
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I  nhould  hare  thought  it,  if  tliat  life  could  have  been 
jniartled  by  my  country  ;  by  the  fleet ;  by  the  walU 
whiL-h  I  have  buililpd  for  her ;  by  the  treasury  I  have 
fillcil ;  by  ber  constitution  of  popular  liberty  ;  by  lier 
usKomblies  of  fr(!«iiien ;  by  her  aiiceMtrnI  glory ;  hy 
till-  love  of  my  countiyinou  who  have  ctowhchI  nio  so 
often ;  hy  Greece  which  I  have  saved  hitherto.  But 
»ince  this  may  not  be,  if  it  is  thutt  thmt  this  i»luri<l, 
this  i*ea.  tbi*  temple  of  Neptune,  lhe«e  altiirs,  ihese 
H8nctitic»  of  reli^^ioti  cnnnot  Iteep  mo  from  the  cuurt 
of  the  king  of  Macetlim,  a  Kpeetacle, — a  slave, —  I, 
Demos  the  iie.4.  whom  nature  iievi-r  formed  for  dia- 
Rrace,  —  I,  who  have  drunk  in  from  Xenophon,  from 
I'lato,  the  hope  of  immurtality, —  I,  for  the  honor  of 
Athens,  prefer  death  to  slavery,  and  wrap  mywif 
thus  about  with  liberty,  the  faireiit  winding:  sheet !  " 
And  fto  he  drew  llie  poison  from  his  ring,  and  MmikHl 
«nd  bade  the  tyrant  farewell,  and  died,  snatched  0]>- 
portunely  away  by  some  god,  hU  attendant  reported, 
—  great  iincoucjuei'ed  soul ;  and  tlie  voice  of  Greeoo 
was  )iuslied  for  ever. 

Next  for  instruction  and  impresBlvencaa  to  the 
revolution  by  which  a  nation  dies,  is  that  in  which, 
preserving  its  life,  it  is  compcUvd  to  exchange  a  con- 
stitution of  freedom  for  llic  govcriimont  of  tyraiuiy. 
And  in  this  cliws  the  <;randcst,  must  bloody,  niemoni- 
ble,  and  instructive  in  the  history  of  man,  is  that 
by  which  repiiblioan  Ilnnitt  bci-iitne  the  Rouie  of  tho 
Caesars;  ami  wnate,  consul,  knigbt-n,  tribune,  people, 
the  occasional  dictator,  all  were  brought  down  on  a 
wide  equality  of  servitude  before  the  emperor  and 
the  army.  Of  the  aspect  of  such  a  revolution  in 
eloiiuence,  you  have  au  illustration  of  extraordinaty 
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interent  an(\  ttpleiidor  in  the  iii!«Unce  of  Cic(>ro,  that 
greate.-it  name  Uy  far  of  tlie  whole  Roman  mpiital  and 
lettered  ciillure,  —  the  niont  conaumiiijite  production 
of  the  Latin  type  of  genius,  —  the  one  immortal 
voice  of  the  Lalin  speech,  by  itnivcisul  coiiwnt; 
teacher,  couBolei.  benefactor  of  all  ages,  —  in  whom 
Augustine  and  Eruttmu^  could  find  and  luv<;  a  kind 
of  antioipatird  approximativo  Chrisliiuiity.  Ttirning 
from  all  he  wrote,  spoke,  did,  and  sufTcrcd  beside,  all 
his  other  Htiulie»,  all  his  other  pniise,  fix  your  eye  on 
him  now.  as  the  orator  of  the  expiring  liberty  of  tJie 
commonwealth. 

He  was  murdered,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his 
life,  by  the  triumvirate  of  Holdierii,  Augustus.  Lepi- 
duH,  and  Mark  Antony,  who  had  jujit  consummated 
the  overtJirow  of  that  republic,  extinguished  the 
bopes  the  death  of  JuUuh  Citsar  had  excited,  and 
were  in  the  act  to  uet  up  the  frowuiiig  arch  of  the 
ranged  empire.  His  death  not  only  closed  the  pre- 
scription, as  Antony  said,  but  it  did  more  ;  it  closed 
and  crowned,  with  »  lai-^c,  tiYigie  inU^'rest,  that  luost 
stupendous  of  revolutions,  which,  beginning  years 
before,  (he  is  a  wise  man  who  can  tell  you  when  it 
began),  transformed  at  length  republican  Rome  into 
the  Homo  of  Augustus,  of  Tiberius,  and  passed  the 
dominion  of  the  world,  from  the  senate  aiul  people  of 
the  one  Eternal  City,  to  an  Emperor  and  bis  legions. 
With  his  life  the  light  of  freedom  went  out.  Till 
that  voiue  was  husht^d,  the  triumph  of  dcsjKitisin 
seemed  insecure  ;  it  was  fit,  her  grainiest  themes  and 
her  diviner  nourishment  of  liberty  forbidden,  tliat 
eloquence  shouhl  die. 

No  great  man's  life  had  ever  a  grander  close.    The 
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stream  of  the  revolution  in  which  the  republic  was  to 
perish  luul  swept  ull  Rome  alon^.  him  with  ihc  rest, 
un)tjni[>iithiKii)g.  resistitij^.  It  Beamed  to  have  coti* 
sumiiiiitcti  the  (iowrifall  of  the  coiiMtiliitiun  when  it 
niufir  JuHtw  Ciesar  perpetiml  dictntor.  But  lie  wa« 
flaiii  l>j  the  contipiraton*  in  March  of  the  forty-fourth 
year  before  ChriHt ;  anil  with  this  event,  though  h« 
had  not  been  of  the  conitpiracy,  the  hopes  of  Cicero 
to  stay  the  bloody  and  dark  tide,  and  to  reestablish 
mid  reform  the  ronetitution  of  the  republic,  revived 
at  once ;  and  thenceforward,  with  scarcely  the  inter- 
Rli)«iou  of  ]«ki;p,  he  gave  himself  to  the  hist  —  they 
proved  to  he  last  —  proud  und  sad  offices  of  Ito- 
lUKD  liberty,  until  all  8uch  liope*  were  <iu«nchcd  in 
hit)  blood.  In  lluit  interval  of  not  <juite  two  ycitrs,  I 
rejoice  to  say  tliat  nu  worMliippor  of  the  Cii-sars  of 
that  day  or  thi;*,  no  envier  and  itnocn^r  Ht  transcendent 
and  prescriptive  reputations,  no  lalturious  pedant  judg- 
ing of  high  souls  by  his  own  small  one,  and  loving 
his  own  crochet  belter  than  the  fame  of  the  truly 
great  departed.  —  no  Appiaii,  nor  Dion  Cassius.  nor 
I)r-  llookc,  nor  Alerivale.  nor  Druniann. — not  one 
of  them  In  those  last  two  years  prelvn<l8  to  find,  by 
hifl  microscope  fitted  into  the  end  of  his  t^lcMiope, 
one  spot  on  the  sun  going  down.  In  all  things  and 
in  all  places  of  duty,  by  wise  counseU  given  freely, 
by  correspondence  with  tho  generaU  of  the  republic 
in  arms,  by  personal  intercourse  with  patriots  at 
Itomc,  by  universal  activity  and  effective  influencet 
by  courage,  hy  contempt  of  death,  by  eloquonce. 
ringing  sweater  and  nobler  in  the  scnnte-liouse  and 
in  the  meetings  of  the  people,  eftch  strain  sweet«r 
and  nobler  than  the  former  till  the  last,  —  he  shone 
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oat.  last  and  greatest  of  Romans.  "  For  myself."  lis 
said,  in  one  of  tUe  fotiitccii  immortal  discourses  in 
the  scnaU',  "  I  muka  this  profession.  I  defended  Uie 
CoinmuDwvalth  when  I  was  young.  I  will  not  de«ert 
her  now  timt  I  am  old.  I  d«!tpised  the  sworda  of 
Catiline;  shall  I  trcmhle  at  those  of  Antony?  Nay, 
joyfully  nvthor  would  I  yit'ld  lliis  franit-  to  «  hloody 
doulh,  if  «ii  I  mi-jlit  will  Iwifk  freedom  to  the  State." 
That  Infty  inofi'iwioii  he  helH  fast  —  to  the  end. 
That  death  it  nas  hi&  to  welcome !  It  could  not 
give  to  Rome  tJie  freedom  for  which  che  waa  no 
lonfjiT  fit ;  yet  had  he  "  the  cunsolntion.  the  joy,  tlie 
triumph  "  not  to  survive  it,  and  to  leave  un  example, 
which  is  of  iht!  Ii-Ksous  of  liberty  and  glory  unhlained, 
to-day  and  for  ever. 

I  know  very  well  that  there  is  a  theory  of  Iiistorj', 
and  I'atlier  a  taking  theory  too,  whiili  would  bereave 
him,  and  all  the  other  great  names  of  the  Ia.sl  age:^  of 
Uie  republic,  of  their  wreath,  and  set  it  on  the  bi-ov 
of  the  first  Ciesar  and  the  second,  of  Julius  Ctesar 
and  (.'ffisiir  Augustus.  There  is  a  theory,  that  it  was 
time  the  republic  sliould  end.  niid  the  empire  begin. 
Liberty,  they  say.  had  failed  sph'nilidly.  It  hntl 
grown  an  obsolete  idea.  It  was  behind  the  age.  In 
tJie  long,  fatal  flow  of  that  stream  of  development 
and  necessity,  which  they  say  represents  tlie  liistory 
of  man.  the  hour  was  reached  in  which  it  was  fit  that 
one  despotic  wilt  and  one  standing  army  should  rule 
the  world.  That  hour,  they  tell  you.  Cicero  ought 
to  have  iv(>ogiiiz.fd  ;  that  will  he  ought  piously  to  have 
hailed  in  the  person  of  Ciesar.  and  the  person  of  An- 
tony. And  so  he  mUtook  the  time ;  ond  died  eon* 
tisuding  vainly  and  ungracefully  with  destiny,  and 
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built  hia  moniuuent  on  sands  over  which,  he  sliould 
hAvc  »ecn,  the  tido  of  the  ages  wus  rising  already. 

But  U  not  siivh  a  thi-«ry  ns  IhJit,  in  such  an  appliva* 
tiuu  of  penoiiul  disi>ur»g(;nii-ut  as  itils  about  a:*  poor, 
ahallow,  heai'tli-««,  ami  arrofraiit  a  peilntitry  an  any  in 
the  whole  history  of  the  follica  of  learning''  This 
judgment  of  a  man's  actions,  aotil,  gf^oiiui,  prudence, 
b;  the  light  of  events  that  reveal  thenuelves  Ave 
hundred  or  one  hundred  years  aftt-r  he  is  in  his  grave, 
—  how  long  has  that  been  thought  just?  Bei-aii»e 
DOW  we  are  able  to  see  lliat  the  struggk*  of  liberty 
against  niHilcil  (k-ifpottsni,  —  of  the  sciiak'  and  peftplo 
of  Roiiii?  against  the  spirit  uf  Caesar  in  anus,  say 
rather  the  spirit  of  the  age,  was  unavailing,  —  shall 
we  proiiuunct^  in  our  vlos<.'(«  that  a  patriot^iwiiator,  a 
man  niatU-  consul  from  tliu  i>vopk-  according  to  the 
coniititiition,  bred  in  the  traditinni^,  bathed  in  tlia 
spirit,  proud  of  that  high,  Iloman  fashion,  of  freedom, 
was  a  child  not  to  have  foreseen  it  as  well  ?  Because 
he  ought  to  have  foreseen  it.  and  did  so,  was  it.  there- 
fore, not  nobler  to  die  for  liberty  than  to  survive  her? 
Is  ftM^d'O*  all  at  once  to  stand  for  the  tent  of  the  excel- 
lency of  dignity,  and  the  excellency  of  honor  ?  Be 
it,  that  to  lui  inUOligcnue  that  ean  lake  in  the  ages  of 
time  and  eternity  and  ihe  great^'st  good  of  a  univerae 
of  being,  Ihe  republio  might  seem  to  have  fulfilled  ita 
office,  and  that  it  was  better  the  empire  should  take 
its  place,  as  the  seed  cannot  quicken  except  it  die  : 
does  it  follow  Unit  we  are  to  love  and  honor  the  un- 
conscious human  intiitrumenis  of  the  dread  change 
more  than  those  who  courageously  withstood  it,— 
Julius  Ciesiir.  the  ulheist  and  traitor;  Auguistux,  the 
hypocrite;  Antony,  the  bloody  and  luxurious,  who 
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conquered  the  conBtitiition,  —  better  than  Cato  or 
Catiillu8.  or  Bnitus  or  Cicero,  who  stood  rotiiid  it  in  it« 
}n*t  f;ns{)  ?  Because  offi'iicos  nuist  come,  shall  not  the 
inorul  judgmentM  of  men  dciiouiiec  the  woe  agatiMt 
him  br  wlioin  lh«y  come?  Kas)'  1.4  it^  and  tempting 
for  the  .Mt-rivalcH  and  Oongrevea  (I  am  sorry  to  see 
De  Quiucey  in  »uoh  company)  to  say  the  senate  and 
people  of  Rome  were  unfit  to  rule  the  world  Ihey  had 
overrun ;  and,  therefore,  it  vras  needful  for  a»  em- 
peror and  hii!  guard  and  his  Icgionx  to  step  111 ;  easy 
and  tf^mptiiig  is  such  a  spi^ctilation,  hecaiise  nobody 
can  disprove  it,  and  it  sounds  of  philosophy,  seems 
to  be  new.  But  when  they  piimue  it  so  far  as  to  see 
no  grandeur  in  the  struggle  of  free-will  with  circura- 
stanoe,  and  of  virtue  and  roiispience  with  force,  and 
feel  no  sympathy  with  the  resistinee  which  patriotism 
Idesperately  attempts  against  treason,  I  reject  and  hoot 
it  incredulously. 

How  soothing  and  elevating  to  turn  from  such  phi- 
losophy, falsely  so  called,  to  the  grand  and  slirriiig 
miisit!  of  that  cloi]uencc  —  those  iii!*t  fourteen  plcjid- 
idgs  of  CieiMo.  which  he  who  has  not  studied  know* 
nothing  of  the  orator,  notiiing  of  the  patriot  — in 
wliioh  the  Itoman  liheilv  hreathe<l  its  last.  From  that 
pui-er  eloquence,  from  thai  nobler  orator,  the  groat 
trial  of  fire  and  blood  through  which  tJie  spirit  of 
Rome  was  passing  had  burned  and  purged  away  all 
things  light,  all  things  gross  ;  the  ]iurple  robe,  the 
superb  attitude  and  action,  the  splendid  common- 
places of  a  festal  rhetoric,  arc  all  lai<l  by ;  the  nii- 
gmecful,  occasional  vanity  of  adulation,  the  elaborate 
speech  of  the  abundant,  happy  mind,  at  its  ease,  all 
disappear;  and,  instead,  what  dii-ectnes-s  what  plain- 
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neas,  what  rapitlitj',  what  fire,  what  nlincgation  of 
himself,  what  disdiim,  wliut  huto  of  the  u8tir]HT  and 
Ihi!  UHurpnlion,  whiit  );niiu),  »wclliii<;  Me[itim<-iitit,  what 
fine  raptures  of  liljcrty,  roll  and  rcvi-I  there.  Hnw 
(hi-rc  rise  ahwve  aiitl  from  out  that  jra|)etiintis  torrent 
of  speech,  rushing  fervidly,  audibly,  dintinctly,  be- 
Iwecii  the  jwaU  of  that  tliumler  with  whioh.  like  a 
guardian  <livinity,  he  »eeni8  to  keep  the  aenate-houHe, 
and  the  fnrum  where  the  people  aHsembled,  unpro- 
faned  by  the  impending  tyranny.  —  how  there  rise, 
here  and  there,  those  tones,  so  sweet,  eo  mournful, 
boding  and  jirophctic  of  the  end.  Almost  you  ex- 
pect, —  when  Die  sublime  expostulation  is  ended,  and 
the  fiithcrs  of  the  repid^lie  risv  all  together  front  their 
Hcatfl  to  annwer  the  appeal  by  a  shout  in  the  spirit  of 
the  time  of  Tarquiu  the  Proud,  and  the  Second  Punic 
War.  and  the  ten  thousand  voices  uf  the  multitude 
arc  calling  the  orator  to  come  out  fniin  the  senate- 
house  and  i*[HMik  to  them  in  the  forum,  out  of  doont, 
to  them,  altii,  of  the  perii:*  and  the  chance*  of  their 
freedom,  —  almost  you  expect  to  hear,  in  the  air,  as 
above  the  temple  of  the  doomed  Jerufialem.  the  awful, 
distant  cry,  Let  us  go  hence  I  let  ua  go  henee  I  The 
alternative  of  his  own  certain  death,  if  the  republio 
fell  resisting.  —  what  pathos,  what  dignity,  what  Bin- 
ccrity.  what  merit  intrinsictU,  it  gives  to  bis  brave 
counsels  of  resistance  I 

"  Lay  hold  on  this  opportunity  of  our  salvation. 
Conscript  P'atherH,  —  by  tlic  ImmortJil  Gods  I  conjure 
yon!  —  and  rememWr  that  you  are  the  foremost 
men  here,  in  the  council  chamber  of  the  whole  earth. 
Give  one  Mgn  to  the  Itonian  people  that  even  as  nov 
they  pledge  their  valor  — so  you  pledge  your  wivdom 
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to  the  crisis  of  tltv  Sutc.  But  wliat  nee<l  thut  I  ex- 
liort  yr>ii  ?  I«  tli«rc  otie  no  in8«ii»at«  as  not  to  tinder* 
stand  that  if  we  nUrep  ov«r  aii  occasion  suoli  »s  lliic, 
it  in  oni-«  to  tiow  our  necks  to  a  tvratiuy  not  pvaud 
and  cruel  only,  but  ignoniinioiis,  —  but  aitifiil?  Do 
ye  not  know  this  Antony?  Do  ye  not  know  bia 
companions  ?  Do  ye  not  know  his  whole  hoitie,  — 
insolent,  —  impure,  —  gamesters,  —  drunkards  ?  To 
be-  Klavet)  to  ku<;I)  as  he.  to  HUvh  us  tliose,  were  it  not 
tliv  fullest  mriiHuro  of  misery,  conjoined  H'ith  the 
fullest  ntciLsuro  of  di«;;ruce?  If  it  be  so-^miiy 
lh(t  god*  avert  the  omen  —  that  thv  supreme  hour  of 
tin-  repnlilie  bait  coni<:,  let  us,  thi;  ndi-re  of  the  world, 
ratlier  fall  with  honor,  than  serve  with  infiuny  1  Born 
to  glory  »nd  to  lilK-rly,  let  u»  liold  these  briijht  dis- 
linotioiix  iwl,  or  let  u»  {greatly  die  !  Be  it,  Kumnne, 
our  fii^l  resolve  to  Htfik«  down  the  tyrant  and  the 
tyranny-  He  it  our  secntid  to  endure  all  things  tor 
tJie  honor  and  liberty  of  our  country.  To  Mihiuit  to 
infamy  for  the  love  of  life  can  never  eome  within  the 
contemplation  of  a  Roman  soul  1  For  you,  llie  peo- 
ple of  Rome.  —  you  whom  the  gods  have  ap|)ointe<i 
to  rule  the  world,  —  for  you  to  own  a  ntiister  is  im- 
pious. 

"  You  are  in  the  lajit  crisis  of  nations.  To  be  free 
or  to  be  slaves,  —  that  is  the  question  of  the  hour. 
By  every  obligation  of  mau  or  States  it  behooves  you 
hi  this  extremity  to  couf]uer. — as  your  devotion  to 
the  gods  and  your  conooni  among  youi^ves  encour- 
age you  to  hope,' — or  to  hear  all  things  but  slavery. 
Other  uatjons  may  bend  to  servitude;  the  birthright 
and  ihi-  dislinelion  of  the  people  of  Rome  is  lilH-rty." 

Turn,  now,  to  another  form  of  revolution  altogether. 
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Turn  to  s  revolution  in  wliioh  n  people,  who  were 
not  yet  a  natii>n,  became  a  imtion,  —  ouv  of  tlie  great, 
creative  efforts  of  hi^torj',  lipr  iare*t,  Iut  gniiKlejit, 
one  of  ber  mnrked  and  widely  sopiuaxtd  {jivilugical 
periods,  ia  which  she  gathers  up  the  fornile«<  Hiid 
wnmioring  elements  of  a  preoxi»ting  naturo,  and 
»hH]ie«  them  into  a  uew  world,  over  whoee  rising  tin- 
morning  stars  might  suig  agnin.  And  thene  revotu- 
tioMs  have  an  elo<{iH-nce  of  their  own,  iilrto  :  but  how 
unlike  thul  other, — exultant,  triuitful.  reasonable, 
coiirageuuHt  The  elii^'erfiil  and  cotifident  voice  of 
yonng,  giiuit  strength  rings  througli  it,  —  the  silver 
clarion  of  his  hnpe  ihnt  sounds  to  tin  awakening,  to 
an  onfet,  to  a  fej«tival  of  glory,  pn-piiring!  prepar- 
ing! —  his  look  of  fire  now  fixed  on  the  ground,  now 
straining;  towards  the  diit^'kiit  gool ;  bis  hcarl  itssiired 
and  high,  vet  tlimhhing  with  the  heightened,  irregu- 
lar pulsations  of  a  new  eon»ci<)u.ine»«,  beating  nn- 
wonlt'dly,  —  the  firsl,  clelieiouR,  strange  feeling  of 
national  tife- 

Twice  within  a  century  men  have  heai-d  that  elo- 
qneuce.-  They  heard  it  once  when,  in  1782.  Ireland, 
in  arm§.  bad  extorted  —  in  part  from  the  humiliation 
and  neccfwities  of  England,  in  (lart  from  the  justice  of 
a  new  nd ministration — the  indepemlenee  of  her  par- 
liament and  her  jmlieiary. 

'  TiMt  uii«  luciil  inioTv*!  anatohiiit  Irom  ilie  f  loom 
And  Ihv  iiiailneu  «(  utieii.  wlivn  flilvil  irini  nnp  lonl, 
A  lutliuri  o'uH«Hp#rl  Uip  lUrk  l)oiin(l»  iit  hrr  •tiiom, 
Aiid  fur  iiiw  •iM.-wtl  inttitnt  |aiich»il  lilwrty'n  ijoiil,"^ 

and  Mr.  Grattan,  rising  slowly  in  her  House  of  Com- 
mons, said:  **I  am  now  to  address  a  free  people; 
ages  have  jjaswd  Mwny,  and  thi»  i«  the  iirst  moment 
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in  wliich  you  could  he  (li«tiii;;iiUti<.-<l  by  tliut  appella- 
tion. I  ruiuiil  Irvlaiul  on  ht-r  kiivcs ;  I  wnU'licd  over 
lit-r  with  ail  eteniul  Ki>licituilc.  I  haw  traced  titu' 
prugress  rroiti  injuries  to  ai-in»,  frfnn  aniis  tu  liberty. 
Spirit  of  Sn'il't,  spirit  of  iMolynciix.  your  geuiu»  Ua» 
prfivaili;dl  Ireltuid  i»i  non- a  nation.  In  that  char> 
ftcter,  I  hail  h«r ;  anil,  bowing  to  her  august  presence, 
I  say.  Live  Forttvcr  I " 

Men  licunl  thitt  eloquence  in  1TT6.  in  (hat  manifold 
ami  uiiglity  appuiil  by  the  genius  and  wisdom  of  that 
uew  America,  to  persiuule  the  i)eople  U>  take  on  the 
name  of  nation,  and  begin  it^  life.  By  how  many 
pens  and  tongues  liiat  gi-eut  pleading  wait  cunduetfd ; 
through  how  many  months,  btrfore  the  date  of  tb« 
acmal  Det'iaration,  it  went  on,  day  after  day ;  in  how 
many  forms,  before  how  many  ajwemblicK.  from  the 
vilhige  nowHpaper,  the  more  careful  pamphlet,  tho 
private  oonversalion,  the  town-meeting,  the  legisla- 
tive bodies  of  partieular  colonies,  up  to  the  Hall  of 
the  immortal  old  Congreas,  and  the  master  intelli- 
gences of  lion  heart  and  eagle  eye,  that  ennobled  it,  — 
all  this  you  know.  But  the  leader  in  that  great 
argument  was  John  Adamii,  of  Massachusetts.  Ue, 
by  concession  of  nil  men,  was  the  orator  of  that  rev- 
olution.—  the  revolution  in  which  a  oHtiou  was  born. 
Other  and  renowned  names,  by  written  or  spoken 
eloquence,  coiiperat«d  effeetivcly,  splendidly,  to  the 
gmiid  result.  —  Samuel  Adams,  Samuel  Chase,  Jeffer- 
son, Henry,  James  Otis  in  an  earlier  stage.  Kaeh  of 
these, and  a  hundreil  more,  within  circles  of  inllucnce 
wider  or  narrower,  sent  forth,  scattering  brnadiast, 
tlie  seed  of  life  in  the  ready,  virgin  soil.  Each  brought 
some  specialty  of  gift  to  the   work :   Jefienion,  the 
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magic  uf  styk,  miil  ilw  lialiit  luid  llic  pow«r  of  deli> 
viuiis  (la]liaiic«  with  llioite  large,  f»ir  i(li-a»  of  freedom 
Mii<i  t.-qualitv,  ho  dcnr  to  man,  »o  iri-i-sUtil>1«  in  tliiit 
(luy ;  H«iiry,  Die  imli^criliable  and  lo.«t  iipell  of  llie 
tt|)et-<'ii  of  llie  craolioii^  which  lilb  the  eye.  chills  the 
hlood,  turns  the  cheek  pale,  —  tlie  lyric  phase  of  elo- 
quence, the  "fire-water."  as  Laniavtine  has  said,  of 
the  revolution,  instilling  into  the  senile  and  the  Eoiil 
the  sweet  moduess  of  battle ;  Samuel  Chase,  the  tone* 
of  aiiL;;er,  ciuifidciice,  and  pride,  and  the  art  to  iiittpiro 
them.  Julitt  Adams's  elutj tieiice  alone  Hcciued  U)  have 
met  every  (k'niatid  of  the  time ;  its  ii  (|ucstioii  of  right, 
tut  a  <]iii-htion  of  prudence,  tut  a  ijneittion  of  iminediiit« 
ojijiortnuity.  as  a  (lucstion  of  feeling,  us  a  queslioa  of 
oonMcieneo.  us  a  question  of  historleul  and  durable  and 
innocent  glory,  he  knew  it  all.  through  and  through ; 
and  in  that  mighty  debate,  which,  beginning  in  Cou- 
gi'css  as  far  back  ns  March  or  February.  I77tJ.  had  its 
cWc  on  the  second  ftud  on  the  fourth  of  July,  he 
presented  it  lu  all  its  aopccts,  to  every  pastiion  and 
affection.  —  to  the  buruiiig  seuMe  of  wrong,  exas- 
perated at  length  beyond  control  by  the  shedding  of 
bluod;  to  grief,  anger,  self-respect;  to  the  desire  of 
)nippinv»«(  and  of  safety ;  to  the  sense  of  moral  obliga- 
tion, e<»iunanding  that  thi^  duties  of  life  are  more 
than  life  ;  to  courage,  which  fears  God,  and  knows  no 
other  fear ;  to  the  craving  of  the  colonial  heart,  of  all 
heart:<,  for  the  reality  and  the  ideal  of  country,  and 
which  cannot  be  filled  unless  the  dear  native  land 
conies  to  be  luealhed  on  by  the  grace,  elad  iu  the 
robeii,  armed  with  the  thundets.  admitted  an  cqiml 
to  the  assembly,  of  the  nations;  to  that  large  and 
heroical  ambition   which   would   builil   ^tutvs,   that 
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imperial  pliilsiuliropy  wliioh  would  op«u  to  liber^ 
iiii  asylum  here,  and  gi%-e  to  the  »iok  heart,  hard  furv, 
fettered  oon&cience  of  tlie  children  of  the  Old  World, 
Iwaliag,  plenty,  ami  fr«edom  to  worship  God,  —  to 
theite  paAAJniis  uiid  these  ideati.  he  pret>euted  the  ap- 
peal for  mouths,  day  aft«r  day,  until,  on  th«  third  of 
•Itily,  1776,  ho  vould  nn-onl  the  if»ult,  writing  Oms 
to  liU  wife:  **  YcHtuntuy.  the  greatest  c]ue«tioii  was 
decided  whioh  «ver  was  debuted  iq  Aiuericv ;  and 
H  gniiter,  p«rliapc<,  newr  was,  »or  will  l>c,  uinoug 
incii." 

Of  that  series  of  upoken  eloquence  all  i*  iK-ri^hed ; 
not  one  rejxtrted  :neatence  lias  come  down  to  u«.  11ie 
voice  through  which  the  ri&ing  spirit  of  a  young 
imtiuii  t!ri>iiiidt-d  out  itft  dream  of  life  is  huxhed.  Tlie 
great  ?]Mike9niau.  of  an  age  uiito  an  age,  i^  dead.    - 

And  yet  of  tliose  lost  words  is  irat  oar  wbole 
Amerira  one  immortal  record  and  reporter?  I)o  ye 
not  read  tlieiu,  deep  cut,  defying  the  tooth  of  tinte, 
on  all  the  marble  of  our  greatness?  How  they  blaro 
un  the  jHlliirs  of  our  Union !  How  is  their  deep 
Hfetise  unfolded  and  interpreted  by  every  passing 
hour !  how  do  tlwy  come  to  life,  and  grow  audible,  as 
it  Were,  in  the  brightening  ntys  of  tlu-  light  he  fore- 
mw.a-*  the  fabled  invisible  harp  gave  out  its  music  to 
tlie  uioniing ! 

Yes,  in  one  sense,  lliey  are  jieri^bed.  No  parch- 
ment maou^'ript.  no  embalming  prime*)  page,  no 
certain  traditions  of  living  or  dead,  have  kept  thein. 
Yet,  from  out,  and  from  off,  alt  things  around  i»,  — 
our  laughing  harvei<t»,  our  wiiga  of  labor,  our  com- 
merce on  all  the  wa^  our  aecure  homes,  our  achool- 
Itousos  Aud  vhurcited,  oar  happy  pvopte.  our  ratUani 


BBVOLDTIOSARY  PKBlODft. 


199 


Mill  HUiiil^ss  fliig,  — how  they  come  pealing,  pealing, 
Iliilt'IieiKleiice  now,  and  Indi^pendenoe  for  ever  I 

And  now,  on  a  review  of  thix  Aeries  of  tlie  moat 
elo<)neiit  of  the  eloquent,  and  of  tliene  opportunitiea 
of  their  renown,  does  our  love  deceive  lui.  or  have  we 
not  ouiselves  seen  and  heard,  aiid  followed  raouritin^ 
to  the  gnive.  one  man,  who,  called  to  act  in  a  time 
so  troubled  and  high,  would  have  enacted  a  pait  of 
equal  splendor,  und  won  a  fame  as  historical  ?  Our 
Webster  —  was  there  ever  yet  a  caune  to  be  pleaded 
to  an  useeinMy  of  inen  u»  earth  to  which  he  would 
nut  have  approved  hlineelf  e<)iiat?  Consider  thiit 
be  was  enet  on  a  quiet,  civil  uge,  uit  age,  a  land,  of 
(odcr,  of  law,  uf  cantcntinent,  of  uit,  of  progress 
by  natural  growth,  of  beautiful  and  healthful  ma- 
terial prosperity,  resting  on  an  achieved  and  stable 
freedom.  We  siiw  thiit  ocean  only  in  ita  calm.  But 
what  if  the  stern  north-east  hnd  blown  uu  that 
ocean,  or  the  liurrieune  of  thv  tropii-s  had  vexed  ita 
u08oun<K-d  ilepths?  Thtit  init^hty  reason,  thut  wover- 
vif^  brow  and  evu,  tlint  niajfstio  port,  that  fountain 
of  eluipifut  feeling,  of  patwion,  of  imagination,— 
which  seems  to  me  to  have  b<;eii  in  him  never  com- 
pletely opened,  fathoinleNt  its  a  sea,  and  like  that 
deiuandiug  the  breaking  up  of  the  monsoon,  or  the 
•ttmction  of  those  vatit  bodies  the  lighiii  of  the  world, 
to  give  it  to  flow.  rLse,  and,  ebb, — what  triumph  of 
eloquence  the  ages  ever  witnessed  was  beyond  those 
niarvclluus  fueulttes,  in  tbcir  utmost  excitement,  U> 
Kvhievc  ? 

Aosisled  by  that  uneqindlcd  organ  uf  speech,  the 
Gn-ck  lungniiye  of  neiuosthenes,  nii^ht  lie  not  have 
rolled  an  equal  thnndor,  and  ihirted  an  equal  flame  ?— 
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might  lie  not  have  breathed  virtue  into  the  decAT  of 
(h*trf<'e,  and  turned  bock  for  a  npace  the  inevitable 
hour  ? 

Tlie  shaken  piUani  of  the  old  conHtitiitlon  of  Roiuiin 
liberty,  the  old  gi-and  Iriiditifins  dislionort^d.  the  liiij- 
nity  of  the  senate,  the  privilege  of  tlic  peoijle  aiwuilwl, 

—  would  not  their  last  great  champion  huve  acknowl- 
edged in  hira  an  ally  worthy  of  tho  glorious,  falling 
cause? 

And  when  the  transcendent  question  of  our  Inde- 
pendence was  to  be  debated,  was  he  not  tlie  very  man 
to  Ktand  by  Adams,  and  second  tbu  motion  wlii<;h  lias 
mailc  the  illustrious  mover  immoiial?  The  rigbt«  of 
the  colonies  in  point  of  law  on  their  cliarters;  the 
violations  of  these  rights;  the  larger  riglita  of  man, 

—  the  right  to  liberty  mid  the  pursuit  of  happiness] 
the  right  — the  conditions,  the  oceanions,  of  the  right 
— to  the  national  life,  —  would  not  he,  too,  have  net 
these  to  view  ti'am^pareiil,  exact,  clear  as  a  ijunbeam? 
When  reason  tins  eonvinced,  and  conscieiiee  haa  in- 
strucled,  would  not  that  hand,  too,  have  swept  with 
as  all-eoiimiunding  power  the  chorda  of  tlie  greater 
passions. — grief,  indignation,  pride,  liojw,  ae!f-*iacri- 
fice.  —  whose  music  is  at  once  thu  iiisplrev  and  the 
utterance  of  the  subliniest  moments  of  history,  through 
which  the  first  voices  of  the  sense  and  the  love  of 
country  are  breathed? 

And  then,  as  the  vision  of  independent  America 
gleamed  through  llie  future,  would  be  not  already, 
with  a  soul  as  trustful,  a  trumpet-tone  as  cunrident>  a 
voice  of  prophecy  as  sure  as  on  that  later,  festal  day, 
from  the  Kock  of  thu  Pilgrims,  bid  the  distant  gener- 
ations bail?    And  yet,  in  that  want  of  grandest 
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opportunities  for  the  efifort  of  his  powers,  had  he  large 
compenuation,  happier,  nor  less  glorious,  when  be 
rose  and  shone  and  set  oit  that  unclouded  sky,  and  on 
that  wide,  deep  calm  of  moral  nature,  than  in  soaring, 
as  he  would  have  soared,  ou  all  its  storms,  and  wield- 
ing, as  he  would  have  wielded,  all  its  thundera. 
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SIUVBBKD  IN  nODTH   RaXX'ERS.  AT    TIIK   DRDICATIOSr  Of 
THB  PKABOUy  IHSTIIUTU;  MCrTKUHKK  W,  ItW. 


I  BSTBEM  it  a  gr«iit  privilege  tu  haw  been  nllciwed 
lo  uuiti!  with  my  former  lowiisiiicii,  lunl  tho  fiifiidii 
of  80  niany  y^ara,  —  by  whose  iieit.'«oiiaMe  kiiidiivs^ 
the  earlieat  struggles  of  my  professional  life  vrerc 
observed  and  helpeil, —  the  ftieiuU  of  all  its  periods, 
— 80  I  have  found  them, —  to  unit©  with  you  in  the 
trarisautioii  for  wtiich  we  arc  »««eiubled.  In  all  re- 
»pcct«  it  i;*  one  of  rare  interest.  You  have  come 
together  to  express  anew  your  appreciation  of  Uie 
character  and  the  objects  of  tlie  giver  of  thin  splendid 
charity,  to  repeat  and  republish  your  grat*ful  accept-, 
unve  of  it,  and  to  dedicate  this  commodious  and 
Ix-aiitifu!  structure  to  its  faithful  and  pcrinnneiit 
administration.  You  open  to-day  for  Danvers  —  its 
inhubitant«  of  this  lime,  and  all  its  successions —  the 
Lyceum  of  knowledge  and  ninralily.  I'nder  this 
dcilicatiou  it  shidl  stand  while  MasHachti»ctts  shall 
stand.  This  edifice  will  crumble,  certainly,  to  be 
Kplaced  with  another;  this  generation  of  the  firet 
recipient*  of  the  gift,  —  the  escellenl  giver  himself,  — 
will  soon  pass  away  ;  but  while  our  social  and  civil 
system  shall  endure  ;  while  law  shall  be  ndujinintered ; 
white  iheBentiweuls  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  honor, 
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•ball  beat  in  one  heart  oa  your  territory,  the  ohartty 
u  iminortal. 

For  every  one  among  you  it  is  aet  open  eqimlly. 
Ho  fear  that  the  religions  ojiiitious  he  holdii  ttacred 
will  be  assailed,  or  the  politice  be  cultivates  insuitvd, 
will  keep  bmk  any  from  bis  shure  of  the  diffusive 
good.  Otlier  phicL'S  iiiul  other  occusioiia  you  re««rve 
for  dissent  and  disputution,  and  struggle  for  mastery, 
tuid  tbu  sbiirp  competitions  of  life.  But  here  shuU 
be  pence  itnd  reconciliation.  Within  these  walls,  the 
knowknlgc  iind  the  inunility,  which  arv  of  do  creed 
and  no  ]»irty ;  wlitelt  are  graceful  und  profitable  for 
(Ul  alike,  —  of  every  creed  and  every  parly;  wlueh 
are  true  and  real  to  every  mind,  av  uiind,  and  from 
tJic  natnrv  of  niind,  —  and  to  every  coiimonec,  as 
ooiiseivnce,  and  fiom  llic  nature  uf  eouscivrice ;  and 
which  are  the  name  thing,  therefore,  in  every  brain 
and  every  heart,  —  this  alone,  —  knowledge  and 
morality,  broad,  fi«e,  as  humanity  itself,  —  in  tn  he 
inculcated  hei'e. 

Happy  and  privileged  the  cominuuity,  beyond  the 
measure  of  New  I'Jngland  privilege  even,  for  whom 
such  high  educational  Inst  rumen  tali  ties  are  thus 
muuifieontly  provided,  and  made  perpetual  I  Happy 
eepeeially,  if  they  shall  rouse  themselves  to  improve 
thcin  to  their  utmost  t-apaeity,  —  if  they  shall  feel 
that  ihoy  aro  summoned  by  a  new  motive,  and  by  an 
ohligHlioti  unfi;U  iK'fore,  to  an  unaccustomed  effort 
to  ajipinpriate  tii  their  bnirls  ami  their  n-asnti  nil 
the  uouniloMii  good  which  is  hidden  in  knuwifdgc 
Hid  a  right  HIV.  —  an  i-ffiirt  to  become — more  than 
efore  —  wise,  bright,  tiiongbtful,  iiigt-nionn,  good ;  to 
attain  to  the  highiiBt  degree  of  Ivaming  which  is  com- 
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patible  with  iius  pnictiual  system  of  thiDgs  of  vrhicb 
tJii>y  itrv  part;  to  (uotl  tliu  immoiul,  ifpiritiial  nutiu'e 
wiUi  an  ampler  niid  higher  iiiurition,  cnrieliiiig 
iii«mory  witli  new  fact^,  jiulginfiil  with  soumler 
thoughts,  tastn  with  more  heaiitiful  images,  tho  moral 
tteiutu  with  more  of  all  tltiiigs  whatsoever  they  are 
lovely,  honest,  and  of  good  report.  —  the  reality  of 
virtue,  the  desert  of  praise. 

Happy,  almost,  above  all.  the  noble  giver,  whose 
heart  is  large  enough  to  pay,  of  the  abundance  which 
crowns  his  life.  —  to  pay  out  of  his  single  uieuns,  — 
the  whole  debt  this  genenitiou  owes  tiie  future.  I 
honur  and  lovo  him,  not  merc-ly  thnt  lus  energy, 
sense,  and  integrity  have  ratited  him  from  a  poor  boy 
—  waiting  in  iha^  shop  yonder  —  to  sprt-ad  a  table 
for  the  eiiU-rlaiiniient  of  prinws,  —  not  merely  be* 
cause  the  brilliant  profe^ional  career  which  has  given 
him  a  position  so  commanding  in  the  mi-rcantiU-  .and 
social  circles  of  the  commercial  capital  of  the  world 
has  left  him  as  completely  American  —  the  heart  as 
wholly  uutravcllcd  — as  when  he  first  stepped  on  the 
shore  of  Kuglniid  to  neek  hts  fortune,  sighing  to  think 
that  the  ocean  rolled  between  him  and  home  ;  jealous 
of  honor;  wakeful  to  our  inttrests;  Iii-ipiiig  his  coun- 
try, not  by  swugger  and  vulgarity,  but  by  reiMJiiiineiid- 
ing  her  credit;  vindicating  her  title  to  be  trnt«ted  on 
tile  fXchiuige  of  nations  ;  sijuundering  himself  in  Ims- 
pilalitiefl  to  her  cUiKens  —  a  man  of  deeds,  not  of 
wools,  — not  for  these  merely  I  love  and  honor  him, 
but  liecause  bis  nature  is  affectionate  ami  unsophisti- 
oated  stiU  ;  beeanse  his  memory  comes  over  so  lovingly 
to  this  sweet  Ai^gos,  to  the  schiwlroom  of  his  cliild- 
liood,  to  the  old  shop  and  kind  n)ast«r,  and  the  graves 
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of  bis  fntlier  and  motlier ;  mul  bccftuse  he  ha^  had 
tho  sii$;Hcily,  and  th«  characUsr  to  iiidulj^-  thcM  un- 
extiiigiiUlie<l  afiections  in  a  giTt.  not  i>(  vaiiily  and 
o)ttc  I  Italian,  hut  of  supreme  and  durable  utility. 

I  have  found  it  quite  in  compatible  with  my  eu- 
gigements  and  health  to  methodize  tlie  thoughts 
which  have  crowded  on  my  mind  iii  the  pmspeet  of 
mectini;  yon  lo-day.  into  any  thing  like  elaborate  or 
i-xtvnd»d  discourse;  bnt  I  have  certainly  wished. — 
instciid  uf  ini-re  topics  of  eon^'ratidittiou  ;  or  instead 
of  dilTiiHing  myself  exclusively  on  the  easy  and  obvi- 
ous commonplaces  of  the  utility  of  knowledge,  and 
the  beauty  of  virtue ;  or  instead  of  the  mere  indul- 
gence of  those  trains  of  memory  and  sen»iliility,  to 
which  the  spectacle  of  old  friends,  and  of  the  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  of  other  friends.  "  whom  my 
dim  eyes  in  vain  explore,"  almost  irrepressively  im- 
pels m«,  —  insteiid  of  this,  to  submit  a  practical  sug- 
gestion or  two  in  rcgiird  to  the  trutt  modes  uf  turning 
the  Lyceum  to  its  utmost  account ;  and,  then,  in 
regard  to  the  motives  you  are  under  to  do  so.  Tliero 
sugj;cstiun«  1  make  diffidently ;  and,  tUi-reroro.  I 
would  not  make  Ibem  at  all,  hut  from  the  conviction 
that  in  your  hands  they  may  oome  to  assume  «>nie 
UtUe  %-alue. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  declared  wishes  of 
Mr.  Peahody  will  be  considered  as  determining,  quite 
puremplorily,  the  general  mode  of  administering  thia 
fund.  Bettor  educational  iustruroeutalitieH,  indeed, 
no  man's  wisdom,  in  the  circumstances,  could  have 
devised.  Courses  of  Icftures,  then,  and  a  library  of 
good  books,  these  are  to  form  the  means  of  the  Ly- 
ceum ;  and  the  problem  id,  m  wliat  way  cao  you 
make  the  most  of  them. 
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It  may  seem  a  liltle  exaggerated  at  it»  first  slalo- 
inetit.  and  perhaps  ainmiiiig.  but  it  will  serve  at  Iviuit 
to  introduce  my  nior«  particular  ideax.  to  say  that 
the  true  vUw/or  gou  to  take  of  thit  large  provuitm  of 
mmttil  meoMf,  and  of  pour  rrlatiimi  ti>  it,  it  to  regard 
l/OMr»flvf»  at  havinff  hfcme  fty  i(»  hrttotrment  pema- 
nmtlg  the  memftrrt  of  an  inttUutioH  tehirh  tinJrrtitkf* 
to  Uarh  you  bg  heturet  and  a  library.  Herein  cxiiclly 
is  the  peculiarity  of  your  new  privilege.  You  are  no 
longer,  aa  heretofore  it  has  been  wit)i  you.  merely  to 
Iw  iiiiUili^ed  the  opportunity  of  n  few  evenin;^  in  a 
year  1o  listen,  for  the  HmnsL-menf  of  it,  to  Imlf  u  <l<>xcii 
discoUDtes  of  a»  many  different  speakcTK,  on  »«  many 
totally  dinconneoted  topii-s.  lix-aled  pfissihiy  for  iBtteii- 
tation.  and  adapted  only  to  entertain.  —  bnt,  however 
treated,  and  whatever  fit  for.  totally  forgotten  iit  an 
hour;  preceded,  followed  up,  and  ai«6iated.  by  no 
preparation  and  no  effort  of  the  hearer :  giving  no 
direction  whatever  to  his  thoughts  or  readings ;  sepa- 
rated from  each  other,  even  «liilo  the  lyceuni  Hc:iMon 
laslit,  by  a  week  of  labor,  devoted,  even  in  its  leisure 
innraenta,  to  tmins  of  thought  m-  iinatehe--*  of  reading 
wholly  unauxiliar  and  inelative.  and  for  nine  monthx 
or  ten  months  of  the  year  totally  dbcondnned. 
Thanks  to  this  munificence,  you  are  come  to  the  frui- 
tion of  far  other  opportunities.  An  institution  of 
learning,  in  tW  jnsloMt  sense  of  the  term,  is  provided 
for  yon.  Lectures  are  to  lie  delivered  for  you  through 
a  far  lai-ger  portion  of  the  year ;  a  library,  which  will 
assuredly  swell  lo  thoiLsands  of  volumes,  i»  to  )>e 
Bocumukted  under  your  eye,  from  which  you  may 
derive  the  means  of  accompanying  any  lecturer  on 
any  subject  from  evening  to  evening;  and  this  sys- 
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teni  of  provmon  is  permanent,  —  heticefortli  piiii  and 
parwU  tliruitgh  its  corporator  exist4>n<.>c.  of  tlie  civil 
idt-ritity  nml  privilege  uf  Ifcinvcnf.  Vnn  ont*T,  thero* 
fori!,  U>^iiv  —  you  may  enter  —  a  new  niul  iiii|>ortMit 
Ktthitol ;  aa  dumbly  audi,  as  truly  such,  ~  having 
reganl  to  differences  of  circutnt^tantial  details.  —  as 
tlic  Seminary  at  vVndovcr.  or  the  l<uw  School  at  Cum- 
brid^  or  tliu  ColU>gi'  of  Mwliciiie  at  Philadelphia,  — > 
all  iif  ihvm  8«hool«,  too,  aiid  all  teaching  hy  Vcturea 
and  a  library. 

Setting  out  with  this  idea,  let  me  s»y  a  word  on 
the  lectures  of  this  school,  —  what  they  should  be, 
and  how  they  should  be  heard,  assistvd.  and  turned 
to  account  by  those  who  hear  them.  And  I  submit 
to  the  trustees  of  the  charity'  to  reflect,  whether  a 
succession  of  stich  dtscourws  as  I  luive  iitdiuntetl,  on 
disoonnectcd  topic*,  by  different  apeiakers.  —  however 
brilliant  and  able  tite  indi\idual  performer  may  be. — 
will,  in  the  long  run.  yield  the  good,  or  any  approxi- 
mation to  the  good,  which  would  l>c  derived  from 
coonea  of  lectures  more  or  lesx  extended,  like  tlie 
Lowell  Lectures  of  Bosttm,  ewcli  by  a  single  person, 
devoted  to  the  more  exjit-t  and  thorough  treatment  of 
a  single  imjjortanl  !>ul)jeet. 

Consider  that  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
yon  is  the  aim  of  the  founder.  The  imjmrting  of 
knowledge  is  the  task  which  he  Mits  his  lecturer  to 
do;  and  of  kuowlcdgi-  in  any  propiT  sense,  —  knowl- 
cdf{u  within  the  legid  mi-nning  of  tbiji  charity.  —  iiow 
much  cau  he  impart  who  coniea  onee  in  a  year,  once 
in  a  lifetime,  perhaps,  before  his  audience,  n  strnnger, 
addn'sses  it  an  hour,  and  goes  his  way?  lie  can 
teach  little,  if  he  tries;  and  the  chances  arc  infinite. 
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that  to  teach  that  little  he  will  not  try.  The  toinf>ta- 
linn;<  anil  11k*  t^-mlfiK-ics  of  that  itj>ttiii  of  oxhihiti'iii 
are  irrewstilihr,  to  make  him  desipaii'  of  (.-oiiveyiiig 
knowledge,  and  devote  himself  In  prodneing  effect; 
to  select  Bome  topic  mainly  of  emotional  or  imagina- 
tive capability ;  and  even  then  to  sacrifice  the  beauty 
which  is  in  truth  to  tli«  counterfeit  pre^cntmmit  which 
mooliH  it  in  glitter,  exaggeration,  ingenuity,  and  in- 
tensity. If  he  would  spend  bis  hour  in  picking  up 
and  explaining  a  shell  or  pebble  from  the  shore  of  the 
ocean  of  knowledge,  it  were  something;  but  that 
sccniM  unworthy  uf  himself,  and  of  the  expectations 
which  await  him.  and  up  he  voarx,  or  down  h«  sinks, 
to  rhetoric  or  hatlioii ;  and  when  bit*  little  part  i»  bc«t 
disclmrged,  it  m  not  much  more  than  the  lovely  scnig 
of  one  who  bath  a  pleasant  voice,  and  can  play  well 
upon  an  instrument. 

I  do  not  say  that  such  lectures  are  hurtful.  I  do 
not  deny  them  n  certain  capacity  of  usefulness.  I  do 
not  say  thoy  arc  not  all  which  you  should  look  for  in 
our  lyceums,  as  ordinarily  they  are  consliluted.  They 
are  all  which,  for  the  present,  yon  will  yourselves, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  provide.  Itut  to  an  endowed  and 
durable  foundation  like  this,  tbcy  nn>  totally  iinippli- 
cablo.  Thoy  would  be  no  more  nor  le**,  after  y(ni 
shnll  be  completely  organirefl,  than  a  gross  abtuie  ot 
the  charity,  and  violation  of  the  will,  of  the  givtff. 
It  is  not  merely  that  they  would  teach  no  knowledge, 
and  would  not  assume  to  do  it,  and  that  the  nature 
and  laws  of  that  kind  of  composition,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  its  existence,  totally  exclude  such  a  func- 
tion. It  goes  further  than  that.  The  relations 
between   teacher  and   pupil,  under  nucb  a  svstem. 
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never  exi^t  at  all.  1*iio  iitiiUcnce  never  ttunk  of 
coming  before  the  lecturer  to  have  tlie  truths  of  thu 
last  lecture  retouclied,  and  new  ones  deriiicvd  or 
added;  to  have  the  difficulties,  of  wtiioh  they  Iiavo 
been  tbiokitig  since  tliey  heard  him  before,  resolved  ; 
t«  a«k  qucstiuiis ;  to  be  advised  M'hat  authors  to  read, 
or  what  ex|)eninent«  to  undertake,  on  Uie  subject  he 
is  illustrating.  Tiiey  cany  no  part  of  his  sermon 
int4>  the  week  with  them;  and  be  never  kmwK  or 
ask--i  whether  they  do  or  not.  In  the  rintuie  of  things, 
tbitt  all  inuat  be  »o.  It  in  of  the  enHential  conception 
of  knowledge.  a.i  the  founder  here  uttea  the  word,  — 
kodwled-ie  as  applicable  to  any  thing.  —  that  it  in- 
cluded many  particulars  of  fiict  or  idea,  arranged 
by  method,  that  is.  arranged  according  to  their  true 
relations. 

Whatever  it  be  on  whii^h  knowledge  is  to  be  im- 
pRr1e<l.  —  whether  one  of  the  phenomena  of  nature, 
aa  vegetable  life,  or  in»enaiblc  motion,  or  the  periods 
of  the  stara ;  or  some  great  aspect  of  humanity,  as 
the  history  of  a  renowned  aije  or  event,  pregnant  of  a 
stupendous  future,  or  a  marked  man  of  the  licruic  and 
representative  type;  or  one  of  the  glorious  produc- 
tions of  mind,  as  a  constitution  of  free  goveninient, 
or  a  union  of  State*  into  one  nationality,  a  great  lit- 
erature, or  even  a  great  poem,  —  whatever  it  be,  that 
which  makes  up  the  consummate  knowledge  of  it  ia 
at  once  so  much  a  unity  and  an  infinity.  —  it  unfolds 
itself  into  so  many  particnlars.  one  deduced  from 
another  by  series  ever  progressive,  one  modifying 
another,  every  one  requiring  to  be  kmnvn  in  onler 
that  any  one  may  be  exactly  known,  -^  that  if  yon 
wean  to  teach  it  by  lectures  at  all,  you  must  substi- 
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tut«  a  totally  different  sj-slom.  /(  mvtt  be  done  bg 
eounet  continuoiulff  dflivered,  and  frtquejttfg,  by  the 
»amf  pfnout  and  having  for  their  adject  to  achieve  the 
fiaet  and  erhautttve  Irealment  of  $amethtnff,  —  80nw 
science,  iu>ine  art,  some  ngv,  name  tmntutolion.  that 
changed  the  face  of  fortune  and  history,  —  tiomething 
worthy  to  be  completely  known.  He  whom  you  call 
to  lahor  on  this  foundation  must  understand  that  it 
is  knowledge  which  in  demanded  of  him.  lie  must 
sssiuv  himself  that  hu  is  to  have  his  ftdl  time  to  im- 
part it.  He  must  come  to  the  wurk,  appreciating 
that  he  is  not  to  be  judged  by  thu  brilliancy  or  dul- 
mt»  of  one  pasAftge,  or  one  t-veuing ;  but  ihat  he 
miist  fltand  or  fall  hy  the  mass  and  aggregate  of  his 
teaehingK.  He  is  to  feel  tliat  he  iii  an  tntttructor,  not 
tile  player  of  a  part  on  a  stage  :  that  he  i»  to  leach 
truth,  and  not  cut  a  rhetorical  caper ;  enthusiastic  in 
the  pursuit,  exact  and  veracious  us  a  witness  under 
oath  in  tho  announcement.  I  would  have  him  able 
to  say  of  the  subject  which  he  treats,  what  Ooiuin 
8aid  of  philosophy  in  the  commencement  of  one  of 
Ilia  celt-bratdd  courses,  after  a  long  i»t*^rruption  by 
the  instability  of  the  government  of  Prance :  "  Do- 
voted  entirely  to  it,  after  having  had  the  liondr  to 
mffer  a  little  in  it»  terviee.  I  come  to  coHMccratt  to  it* 
illu$treUion,  unreservedly,  all  that  rcmnins  to  me  of 
strength   and  of  life." 

And,  now,  how  are  you  to  hear  Nuch  courses  of 
lectures?  Essentially  by  placing  yourselves  in  the 
relation  of  pupils  to  the  lecturer.  For  the  whole 
period  of  his  course,  let  the  subject  he  teaches  compose 
the  study  of  the  honi«,  or  frngmcnls  of  houre  which 
you  give  to  study  at  all.     Tou  would  rend  something. 
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OD  some  tojHO,  every  day,  in  all  orenta.  Let  ttiat 
reading,  less  or  more,  relate  exclusively  or  maitily  to 
the  department  of  knowledge  on  whicli  you  go  to 
bi'iir  him.  If  he  knows  his  busineici,  he  will  r«ooin- 
liieiid  all  the  best  books  pertainiiig  to  that  depart- 
luent,  and  on  tlic-se  the  lln'l  pnrchMes  for  the  Library 
will  he  <iiiitft  likely  in  part  to  he  expended.  Attend 
the  instructions  of  hid  lips  by  the  in^trtiction  of  the 
printed  treatise.  In  this  way  only  can  you,  by  any 
po^ibility,  avnil  youmelvev  at  onee  of  all  that  booka 
and  teachers  can  do.  In  this  vmy  only  can  you  make 
one  coijperate  with  the  other.  Tu  this  way  only  —  in 
a  larger  view  —  ciui  you  rationally  count  on  coiiMtlcr- 
uble  and  evvr-increasing  acquisitions  of  knowledge. 
Remember  that  your  opportunities  for  such  attain- 
ments in  this  Hchool,  after  all,  arc  to  be  few  and  brief. 
You  and  I  are  children  of  labor  at  lust.  Tlie  prao- 
tical,  importunate,  e vc i-- re c Hiring  duties  of  the  cjilling 
to  which  we  are  assigned  must  have  our  beet  of  life. 
What  are  your  vacations,  or  mine,  from  work,  for  the 
still  air  of  delightful  studies?  They  are  only  divers 
infinitely  minute  parlidvx  of  lime,  —  half-hours  befwit; 
the  morning  or  mid'day  meal  is  quite  ready,  —  days 
now  and  then,  not  sii^k  enough  for  the  physician  nor 
well  enough  for  work.  —  a  rainy  afternoon.  —  the 
priceless  evening,  when  the  long  task  is  done,  —  these 
»<nat<d)es  and  interstitial  spaces,  —  moments  Hleral 
and  fleet,  —  these  are  all  the  chances  that  we  can  bor- 
row or  create  for  the  luxiirj*  of  learning.  IIow  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  arrest  these  moment*,  to  aggregate  them, 
to  till  them,  as  it  were,  to  make  them  day  by  day 
extend  our  knowledge,  refliie  our  tastes,  accomplish 
our  whole  culture^  to  scatter  in  tliem  the  seed  tliat 
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shall  grow  lip.  as  Jeremy  Taylor  has  said.  *'  to  crowns 
und  8t^ept^es  "  of  a  true  wiiidutn. — how  difficult  i* 
this  we  all  appn'ointc.  To  turn  them  (o  nriy  pnifil  iit 
all,  we  must  rt;ligi<iii*Iy  nu^tlnidizi'  them.  Desultnrv 
reading  and  deaidtory  reverie  are  to  be  for  ever  aban- 
doned. A  pape  in  this  lioolt,  and  another  in  that.  — 
ten  minuter'  thought  or  coiivcn^stion  on  this  subject, 
and  the  next  Urn  on  thaU  —  thiK  strvnuoii:*  and  spe* 
einuii  idlenetts  im  not  the  way  by  which  onr  intervals 
of  labor  an-  to  open  to  tia  the  portals  of  the  crystal 
palace  of  truth.  Such  reading,  too,  and  such  think- 
ing  are  an  indulgence  by  which  the  inind  Iosch  its 
powiT,  —  by  which  curiosity  iK-comcs  xuteil,  ennui 
supervenctt,  and  the  love  of  learning  ititelf  in  irrer* 
ocably  lost.  'I'herefore.  I  say,  mctbodize  your  mo- 
menta. I^et  your  reading  be  HViitematic  ever,  so 
that  every  interval  of  rest  shall  have  its  book  pro- 
vided for  it ;  und  during  (he  coutses  of  your  lectui**, 
let  those  books  treat  the  t(>i)ics  of  tlio  course. 

Let  me  illuMtrntc  my  meaning.  You  arc  attending, 
I  will  say,  a  coiinie  on  nKtiimomy,  consisting  of  two 
lectures  in  a  week,  for  two  tuonth».  Why  should  you 
not  regard  youriwlves  for  these  two  months  as  stu- 
dentM  of  astronomy,  »o  far  as  you  can  study  any  thing, 
or  think  of  any  thing,  outside  of  your  businesn ;  and 
why  not  determine  to  know  nothing  else ;  but  to  know 
OS  nuich  of  that  h»  you  can,  for  all  lliut  time?  Con- 
sider what  this  would  involve,  and  wh»t  it  might 
accomplish.  Suppose  that  you,  by  strenuous  and 
persistent  effort,  hold  that  one  subject  fully  in  riew 
for  so  long  a  period  ;  that  you  do  your  utmost  to  turn 
your  thoughts  and  conversation  on  it ;  tliat  you  write 
out  the  lecture,  from  notes  or  memory,  as  soon  as  it  is 
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given,  anil  reperuse  and  master  It  before  yon  hear  th« 
next ;  that  you  rend,  nut  on  other  parts  of  the  science, 
but  on  thv-  vorr  p«rU  which  the  lecturer  has  arrived 
at  aiid  U  dti>cii»yiitg ;  tliat  you  devolv  an  hour  ciu-h 
evening  to  Hurveying  the  architecture  of  the  heavens 
for  yuuRielvBa.  seeking  to  tt-arn,  not  merely  to  indulge 
a  vague  and  wandering  §ort  of  curiosity,  or  even  a 
grand,  but  indistinct  and  genenil  emotion,  aa  if  listen- 
ing to  imaginary  mtixtc  of  Kphervs,  but  to  aspire  to 
tii«  science  of  tlie  »Un»,  to  fix  their  name»,  to  group 
them  in  clasHeH  and  conAtellations,  to  trace  their  paths, 
their  reciprocal  influence,  their  courses  everlasting, — 
BUppose  that  thus,  and  by  voluntary  eontiiiuous  ex- 
ertion, you  concentrate  on  one  great  subject,  for  so 
considerable  a  punod,  all  the  moinenttt  uf  time  and 
Miatehi's  uf  hasty  reading  and  opportunities  of  thought 
that  oUiei-wi»e  would  have  wasteil  thenwielvea  Bverjr- 
where,  and  gone  off  hy  insentuhie  evaporation,  —  do 
you  not  believe  that  it  would  tell  deciiuvely  upon 
your  mental  culture  and  your  positive  attainments? 
Would  not  the  effort  of  attention  so  prolonged  and 
exclusive  be  a  discipline  itself  ineslimahic?  Would 
not  the  particular;)  of  so  much  well-sy»temalisced  read- 
ing and  thought  arrange  llicmsclves  in  your  minds  in 
the  form  of  science,— harder  to  forget  tlian  to  re- 
member ?  and  might  you  not  hope  to  begin  to  feel  the 
delicioua  sen&ations  implied  in  growing  consciously  in 
the  knowledge  of  truth  ? 

I  have  taken  for  griuited,  in  these  tJioughls  on  the 
biwt  niwlc  of  admiiiisjeriug  the  charity,  tJiat  your 
own  earnest  purpose  will  be  to  turn  it,  by  some  mode. 
to  ii*  utmost  account.  The  gratitude  and  alacrity 
witli  which  you  accepted  the  gift  show  ()uite  well 
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how  you  appreciate  the  cluiiiu  of  knowledge  and  tlie 
dignity  of  menial  ctilttirc,  nnd  what  value  you  itet 
upon  this  rare  and  reniai-kaMe  appropriation  to  unci 
BO  lofty.  I  have  no  need,  tiierefore,  to  exhort  you  to 
profit  of  these  opportuDitios :  but  tlicro  itrc  oue  or 
Hvi>  views  un  wliii.:h  I  have  fiirinorly  reflected  some- 
what, and  wliicl)  1  will  briefly  lay  before  you. 

It  ia  ()uit«  common  to  say.  and  much  more  oonimon 
to  think,  without  saying  it  aloud,  that  mental  culture 
and  leaniiug,  above  the  vluiuvulx.  may  well  claim  « 
hij;h  place,  as  luxuries  and  indulgence,  aiid  even  a 
grand  utility,  for  those  whose  condition  sllowa  them 
a  lifetime  for  such  luxury  and  such  indulgence,  and 
the  appropriation  of  such  a  good ;  but  that  for  tabor 
—  properly  so  called  —  they  can  do  little,  even  if 
labor  could  pause  to  acquire  them.  Not  ho  has  the 
founder  of  this  diarity  reasoned;  nor  so  will  j'ou. 
IIu  wmild  »ny,  and  so  do  I,  —  Seek  for  mental  power, 
and  the  utmost  practicable  love  and  measure  of  knowl> 
edfff,  exactly  because  they  will  do  §a  much  for  labor; 
first,  to  inform  and  direct  it«  exertions ;  Becoiidly,  to 
refine  and  adurii  it,  and  disengage  it  fiom  too  absolate 
nil  immersion  in  matter,  and  hring  it  into  relation  to 
the  region  of  idt-a-s  and  spirituality  and  abstraction ; 
and,  thirdly,  to  soothe  its  fatigues  and  relieve  its 
burdens  and  compose  its  discontent-. 

True  is  it,  of  all  our  power,  eminence,  and  consid- 
eration, as  of  our  existence,  that  the  c<indition  is  labor. 
Our  lot  is  labor.  'Hiere  ia  no  reversal  of  the  doom 
of  mau  for  us.  But  is  that  a  reason  why  we  should 
not  aspire  to  the  love  and  attainment  of  learning,  and 
to  the  bettering  of  the  mind?  For  that  very  reason 
wt  !<bould  do  so.     Doe*  not  the  industry  of  a  people 
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Kt  1fi«t  rest  upoii  tttHl  «ml>o<l}-  thi;t  iiitellcfit  of  tbo 
|>eop1c?     U  not  iU  i»tlii»lry  a.<)  it»  intellect? 

1  sny,  then,  fnra.'iintich  an  we  are  children  of  labor, 
cultivate  mental  power.  I'ointing  the  frienda  of  bu> 
BiAuity,  and  of  Antenca,  to  thu  cliarity,  I   wy  to 

L4lietD,  gu  and  do  likewise.    I>iffuse  mental  power. 

}Give  it  to  more  than  have  it  now.  Give  it  in  a  higher 
degree.  Uive  it  in  earlivr  life.  Think  how  Etupoii- 
doum  yet  liow  pruclieabic  it  were  to  inuke.  by  an 
improved  popular  culture,  the  i.>ulire  hiboriuuK  massesi 
of  New  Kiiglnud  more  ingenious,  more  inventive, 
more  pniili-iit  than  now  they  are.  Kow  laudi  were 
effected,  —  iioiv  niueh  for  power;  how  much  for  en- 
joyment ;  liow  much  for  a  true  glory,  —  by  thU  acces- 
aion  to  the  quality  of  its  mind.  It  would  b>how  ittielf 
iu  half  a  centurj'  iu  every  acre  of  her  surface.  In 
the  time  it  would  save,  in  the  Gtrcngth  it  would  im- 
part, in  the  wiut«  it  would  prevent,  in  the  moru 
BCdaloux  hushaiidry  of  all  the  gjfu  of  God,  in  nuher 
•oils,  orvated  or  opened ;  in  the  ^vat  cooperating 
forcea  of  nature  —  air,  water,  at^iam,  fertility  —  yoked 
in  completer  obedience  to  the  car  of  labor ;  in  the 
multiplicity  of  useful  inventions,  tliose  unfailing 
exponeuta,  oa  well  as  promoters,  of  popular  mental 
activity  and  reach;  in  the  uggrug<ite  of  production, 
swelled,  diversitied,  enriched;  in  llic  refluent  wave 
of  wealth,  8uhiM(Iing  here  and  there  in  reservoirs,  in 
lakea,  in  Hpringii  pi-rennial,  but  >ipn-ad,  too,  everj*- 
vrhere  in  rills  and  streamlets,  and  falling  in  the  de- 
Boent  of  dew  and  the  dropping  of  the  cloud,  —  in 
these  thiiigH  you  would  see  the  peaceful  triumph*  of 

"ftn  improved  mind.  Nor  in  these  alone,  or  uhictiy. 
More  beautiful  far,  aitd  more  prtctoiu.  would  they 
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beam  abrnad  in  the  elevation  of  tliv  Klaiiikril  of  com- 
fortable life;  ill  tlie  hi'iglitciiiHl  sciibi;  of  iiiilividiiiil 
reapou Ability  utid  res pci- lability,  lUicl  it  vumpiutvr 
individual  dcvclupiQcitl ;  in  iiiip[ii«r  Iionu-s ;  in  btstU-r 
appreciation  of  the  sacrerlness  of  propi^rty,  and  tlw 
sovereignty  of  jn.-dice  in  tlie  form  of  law ;  in  tuore 
liin*  found  and  bt-ller  prized,  when  the  titakn  of  the 
ihxy  were  all  wull  done,  —  nioi-e  time  found  and  better 
prixinl  for  the  higher  u«ce«HiU(;s  of  the  ijilvllvd  and 

8Utd. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwt.'ll  now  on  the  second  reft»on, 
by  which  I  Huggested  that  labor  nbould  be  perauaded 
to  seek  knowledge,  though  it  would  well  deserve  a 
fuller  handling.  You  Snd  Uiat  reation  in  the  tea- 
dency  of  culture  and  learning  to  refine  the  work-day 
life,  and  adorn  it ;  to  di!>engage  it  fiom  the  contacts) 
of  matter,  and  elevate  it  to  the  sphere  of  ideas  aud 
sbstntction  and  spirituality ;  to  withdniw,  as  Dr. 
JuhusoD  bus  said,  —  "to  withdraw  us  from  tlie  power 
of  our  senses  ;  to  make  the  past,  the  distant,  or  the 
future  pi'Gdomiutitc  over  the  present,  and  thus  to  ad- 
vuiiL'c  us  in  thu  dignity  of  thinking  beings."  Surely 
wv  need  nnt  a«ld  a  self-inflicted  curse  to  thnt  which 
puuiiUied  the  falJ,  To  earn  oui-  bn-nd  in  the  swwit 
of  our  blow  is  orilained  to  us  certainly. ;  but  nut) 
therefore,  to  forgot  iu  whose  inline  we  were  nindo, 
nor  to  t^ulTir  all  bcainit  of  the  original  brightneits  to 
go  out.  Who  hiijt  (loomed  us,  or  any  of  us.  to  labor 
CO  exeiuMve  and  austere,  that  only  half,  the  lower 
half,  of  our  nature  can  survive  it?  The  unrest  of 
avarice,  or  ambition,  or  vanity,  may  do  it ;  but  no 
nece^ity  of  our  being,  and  no  ap]>ointineut  of  its 
author.     Shall  wo,  of  our  own  election,  abase  our< 
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selves?  Do  you  feci  tlint  t1>o  mcr«  ta«Iu  of  diuly 
labor  ever  employ  the  whole  man?  Havu  you  not  a 
oonaoiouH  nature,  otlivr  and  beskle  thai  which  tilU  tJifl 
earth,  drivcit  tJie  plane,  s<juai-e»  ttie  stone,  ci^abea  the 
fabric  of  art.  —  a  nature  intellectual,  ttpiritual,  moral, 
capacioua  of  science,  capacious  of  tnith  beyond  tlie 
sphera  of  sense,  witli  large  disicouree  of  reaHoii,  look- 
ing before  and  after,  and  taking  hold  on  that  witJuu 
the  veil  ? 

What  forbids  that  tliia  nature  Ehall  buve  ita  daily 
bread  also  day  by  day  7  What  forbids  that  it  have 
tame  to  nourish  its  sympathy  with  all  kindivd  liuman 
blood,  by  ntudyiti^  the  gmnd  facts  of  luiiveivAl  his- 
tory ;  to  lenrn  tu  look  beyond  the  chaotic  flux  and 
leflux  of  nipro  appearances,  which  are  the  outKide  of 
the  wurld  ai»und  it,  intu  their  scicutiflc  rc-lutions  aud 
ewential  quality ;  to  soar  from  eflects  to  causes,  and 
through  causes  to  the  first ;  to  begin  to  recognize 
Biul  to  love,  here  and  now,  in  waning  moon  or  etar  of 
evening,  or  song  of  solemn  bird,  or  fall  of  water,  or 
"aelf'bom  carol  of  infancy."  or  tran^^cendunt  land- 
scape, or  ghmons  &elf-saorilice— to  be^u  to  rw«g- 
aize  and  love  in  the:^  that  beauty  here  which  dial!  be 
ltd  dwelling- place  and  itt>  vei>ture  in  the  life  to  come  ; 
to  accu&toin  itself  to  dUcern,  in  all  viciitsitudc:*  of 
things,  the  changed  and  falling  leaf,  the  golden  luir- 
vest,  the  angry  sigh  of  November's  wind,  tlie  storm 
of  snow,  the  toniporavy  death  of  nature,  the  opening 
of  tlie  cliambci-s  of  the  South,  and  tlio  unresting 
round  of  si-asuns  —  to  disevru  not  merely  the  sublime 
circle  of  et^rrnul  i-bange,  hut  iJiu  uiifailiiig  law,  flow> 
ipg  from  thf  intiuite  Mind,  and  tlic  "  variiiil  G<m1  "  — 
filling  and  luoving,  and  in  all  things,  yet  persoMat  and 
apart !     What  furbidd  it  to  cultivate  and  confinu 
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"Tli*  Klnriuui  hiiliit  by  ohii'li  *«nti>  I*  niids 
Subwrrk-nl  *ltil  tu  iiiunl  purpOM*, 
Aaxiliar  Itt  ilivinu  "  t 

^Vll»t  forbids  tliut  it  grow 

"  Accuilomcd  to  dnir«  llml  ford 
On  (ruiUgc  g«[hcr«d  (rom  ilie  Tree  of  Life  "  1 

I  do  not  tiay  that  every  tORii.  even  in  a  conditioa 
of  ooinpeteinie,  ciui  exemplify  this  nohlcr  culture  ami 
this  rarer  knowledge.  But  I  will  say  that  the  exuc- 
tioHs  of  labor  do  not  hinder  it.  Recall  »  ftLiiitliar, 
though  spleudid  and  retoarkHblu  iostsince  or  two. 

Burns  renped  as  niuuh  uud  as  wuU  us  the  duller 
compiuiiou  hy  his  side,  uud  meantime  was  conceiving 
ail  itnmurUil  euug  of  Scotland  ;  mid  Hugh  Miller  v/ha 
just  as  painstaking  u  stonc-miuion  und  as  good  a 
workman  as  if  ho  had  not  so  husbandt'd  his  spare 
half-hourii  »iid  inoinents  as  to  beconio.  while  un  ap- 
preutiec  and  jounieynmn,  a  profound  geologist  and 
master  of  a  clear  <tii<l  ohanniiig  Kiigli»Ii  slyle.  But 
how  mncli  more  a  man  was  the  poet  and  the  geolo- 
gist ;  how  far  fuller  the  conHciou.tncs.s  of  being  :  how 
much  larger  the  daily  draught  of  that  admiration, 
Iiope.  and  love,  whioh  are  the  life  and  voice  of 
flouIsT 

I  come  to  add  the  final  reiuwn  why  the  working 
man,  by  wliom  I  mean  the  whole  brotherhood  of  in- 
dustry, should  Bet  on  mental  culture  and  that  knowl- 
edge which  is  wisdom  a  value  so  high  —  only  not 
supreme  —  subordinate  alone  to  the  exercises  and 
lioiH-s  of  religion  itself.  And  that  is,  that  therein 
he  shall  so  surely  find  rest  from  labor;  succor  under 
its  burdens  ;  forgetfulucss  of  its  cares,  c-ompusurc  in 
in  annoyauces.    It )»  not  always  that  the  busy  day 


I'EABODY   INSTITUTE. 


219 


is  fulloweil  by  Uie  peaceful  night.  It  is  not  ttlwaya 
ttial  fatij^tiv  wins  iflfcp.  OfUiii  some  vexatiou  out- 
eidv  of  tliv  u>ii  lliat  has  uxlmiisU-d  ttio  fnmic,  soni« 
loi»  in  a  bargain,  some  ]om  hy  an  iiisulvcni;^,  some 
unforeae^^n  ri«fl  or  fall  of  priecs  hoiiiv  triumph  of  a 
mean  or  franduleiit  competitor, 

"  Tlip  oppreuut'i  wronp,  the  praiid  min't  (^orttmnalj, 
Tlie  )iinici  u(  dcijiiicd  lu>c.  Ilic  )nvr'a  ilclaj-, 
Tlip  hiBulcniT  uf  ofHi-e.  ■ri'l  tlic  ipurna 
Tliil  palicnt  luoril  of  ihc  umvortli/  laltc*," 

some  self-reproach,  perhaps,  follow  you  within  the 
door,  chill  the  Brcside,  sow  the  pillow  with  thorns,  antl 
the  dark  care  is  last  in  the  last  waking  thought,  and 
haunts  the  vivid  dream.  Happy,  then,  i»  hu  who  has 
laid  up  in  youth,  and  held  fast  in  oil  fortune,  a  genu- 
ine and  passionate  love  of  reading.  True  balm  of 
hurt  tnindfi  ;  of  surer  and  more  healthful  charm  than 
*'  P<'PPy  "'■  niHn<lnigora,  or  all  the  drowsy  syru[)S  of 
thd  world,"  by  that  single  t«st<.*,  —  by  that  single  ca* 
pai-iiy,  Ik-  may  Imund  in  a  moment  into  the  still  re^on 
of  delightful  iitudie^  and  be  at  nsit.  He  recalls  the 
&niioyiii]i-e  that  purKiiea  him  ;  reflecta  that  he  hoa 
done  ail  lliat  might  liet-onie  a  man  to  avoid  or  hear 
it ;  he  indulgeti  in  one  good,  long,  human  sigh,  picks 
up  the  volume  where  the  mark  kept  his  place,  and  in 
about  the  same  time  that  it  takes  the  Mahometan  in 
the  Spectator  to  put  his  head  in  the  bucket  of  water, 
and  raise  it  out.  he  ftntls  himself  exploring  the  arrow- 
marked  ruins  of  Nineveh  with  l^yanl ;  or  wowhip- 
ptng  at  the  Hpring-head  of  tlie  stupendoua  Missouri, 
with  Cliirk  ami  Lewis ;  or  watching  with  Cohmibua 
for  the  sublime  moment  of  the  rising  of  the  curtain 
from  before  the  great  mystery  of  tlie  sea  ;  or  looking 


220 


DKniCATION  Of  THE 


rcvcrciitiftlly  on  while  Socrates  —  the  discourae  of 
itninorUlitv  ended  —  rvfiisus  the  offer  of  escape,  aud 
takes  ill  Iuh  hutid  the  poiiiuii,  tu  die  in  uUtdicncc  to 
tliu  uiirightvuiis  sentence  of  the  kw  ;  or,  pctliups,  it 
iit  in  the  conleinplatiou  of  Kome  vast  tpcctuulu  or  plio- 
nomenon  of  natiirc  that  he  has  found  liis  quick  peuco 

—  the  lenewptl  exploration  of  one  of  her  greut  law* 

—  or  Bome  glimpse  opened  by  tJie  pencil  of  St.  Hierre, 
or  Humboldt,  or  Chateaubriand,  or  WiUon,  of  the 
"  blessedness  and  gloiy  of  her  own  deep,  calm,  and 
mighty  existence." 

Lt't  4lie  case  of  a  busy  lawyer  testify  to  tbe  prioeleq^ 
value  of  the  love  of  reading,  lit-  comes  home.  Ins 
temples  throbbing,  bis  lu-rves  shulteriL-d,  from  a  trial  of 
a  week  ;  surprised  imd  uhirinerl  by  the  charge  of  the 
judj-e,  and  pule  willi  anxiety  about  the  verdiL-t  of  the 
next  moniing.  not  at  nil  satislied  with  what  he  has  done 
hin)»elf,  though  he  does  not  jut  isee  how  he  eould 
have  improved  it ;  recalling  with  ilread  and  sdf- 
disparagi-ment,  if  not  with  envy,  the  brilliant  effort 
of  bis  aiitagonii4ti  and  tormenting  himself  with  the 
vain  wish  that  he  could  have  replied  to  it  —  and  alto- 
gether a  very  miserable  subject,  and  in  as  unfavora- 
ble a  condition  to  accept  comfort  from  wife  and 
childreo  as  poor  Christian  in  the  first  three  piiges  of 
the  Pilgrim's  Progru'ss.  With  a  superhuman  eSort 
he  opens  his  book,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  he 
is  looking  into  the  full  ■■  orb  of  Homeric  or  MiltJ>nio 
song."  or  he  stands  in  the  orowd  —  brcatiiles»,  yet 
swayod  as  forest*  or  the  sea  by  winds—  hearing  and 
to  judge  the  PleiidingH  for  the  Ci-own  ;  or  the  philos- 
ophy which  soothed  Cicero  or  Iloethius  in  their  afflic- 
tions, in  exile,  prison,  and  the  contemplation  of  death. 
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breathes  over  his  petty  eaw»  like  the  itweet  south ;  or 
Pope  or  Horace  IntighH  him  into  good  liunior  ;  or  he 
walks  with  i£iiea»  aud  the  Sibyl  in  the  mild  light  of 
tbe  world  of  the  laurelled  dead ;  and  the  court-houso 
18  lu  completely  furgottea  as  the  dreams  of  «  pro 
odainite  lifv.  Well  tiiuy  he  prize  that  ondcoreil  cliurni, 
so  effectukl  and  and:,  without  which  the  brnin  had 
long  ago  been  chilled  by  paraly«itt,  or  set  on  fire  of 
itiHtnity ! 

To  these  uses  and  theseg  enjoyments,  to  mental 
ciilturf  and  knowledge  and  morality,  the  guide,  the 
graec,  the  solace  of  labor  on  all  h'u  fields,  we  dedicate 
tliift  charity  I  May  it  ble»»  you  iii  all  your  fl»cce»- 
aions!  and  may  the  admirable  giver  Hurvive  to  see 
that  the  debt  which  he  recoguiies  to  the  future  is 
completely  discharged;  survive  to  enjoy  in  the  grati- 
tude and  love  and  honor  of  thla  generation,  the  honor 
and  love  and  graliludo  with  which  the  lutiM>t  will 
aotiuredly  oherisli  bin  name,  aud  puruke  uud  traiututt 
bis  benefactioa  t 
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REMARKS    DEFOUE     THR     CIKCUIT     COmT 
ON  TUE  1>EATII  OF  MR.   WEBSTER. 


[Mr.  Webster  died  on  Sunday  norntng,  October  M.  IWi, 
I'be  mi-niliiTs  i)[  till-  SufFulk  Bar  mat  on  Monday  inciriiing,  and 
a[>I<<)iiit><il  A  i.-oiiiiuill««  U>  raport  a  mtim  of  rcwlntioiu-  1'hRw 
wnr«  niftil  and  lulopteil  nt  mi  adjoumod  mentiiix,  I'liunday, 
Oplnlwr  28th,  and  immediutcly  prpaented  t«  llio  L'ircuit  Court 
of  ttie  L'Dltwl  titulos  for  tht<  Dislrkl  of  MMMchiuwttH,  Ccrtis 
*nd  SntAGDE,  Justice*  on  Iho  Ilvncli.  They  wero  road  by  tho 
Hou.  Georg«  S.  llUUrd,  alter  nhich  Mr.  C'iionto  made  the 
following  remarks:] 


May  it  i-lkabe  yoi'k  IIunors:  — 

I  HAVE  bccii  T«ciiii'«ted  by  tlie  members  of  the 
Bftr  of  till*  Court  to  aild  a  few  word^  to  the  regolu- 
tioii8  jiutt  read,  in  which  they  havtt  emliodied,  as  they 
Were  able,  their  sorrow  for  the  death  of  their  beloved 
and  illustrious  member  and  couutrymim,  Mr.  Web- 
6t<rr  ;  tlu-ir  oslimation  nf  Lis  chnracti^r,  life,  and  gen- 
ius ;  tlifir  Biriist;  of  the  bcrtuvemcut,  —  to  ihu  country 
as  to  hia  fnendH.  —  incapable  of  repair;  the  pride, 
tlie  fondness,  —  the  filial  and  the  patriotic  pride  and 
fondness  —  with  which  tliey  cherish,  and  would  con- 
sign to  history  to  cherish,  the  memory  of  a  great  and 
good  niATi. 

And  yet  I  could  earnestly  have  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  this  duty.  He  must  have  known  Mr. 
Webster  less,  and  loved  him  h-ss,  tliiin  your  honors 
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or  than  I  have  known  and  loved  him,  who  can  (iiiite 
yet.  —  quite  yet,  —  before  we  can  comprehend  that 
w«  have  lost  him  for  ever,  —  before  the  fiiat  paleneaa 
witli  which  the  nt-w^  of  his  death  over)>pr(!iid  our 
checks  \uni  ]iiuiscd  awuv,  — before  wc  have  been  down 
lo  lay  him  in  thi^  Pilgrim  *w\  he  loved  so  well,  till 
the  heavens  be  no  moi'e,  —  he  mmt  have  known  and 
loved  him  leas  than  we  have  done,  who  can  couo 
here  quite  yet,  to  recount  the  series  of  his  service,  to 
display  witli  psychological  exactness  the  trait*  of  his 
nattuo  and  mind,  to  jMiider  and  speculate  ou  tlio 
eecret«  —  on  the  marvellous  secrets  —  and  source  of 
thai  vast  power,  which  we  shall  see  no  more  in 
action,  nor  aught  in  any  degree  resembling  it.  among 
men.  Tiie^e  fli-^t  mouients  ahould  be  };iveu  to  ^riftf. 
It  may  employ,  it  may  jirom&tu  a  calrair  mood,  to 
oonstruot  a  more  elaborate  and  Iks*  unworthy  me- 
morial. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  moment  and  place,  indeed, 
DO  more  is  needed.  What  is  there  for  this  Court  or 
for  tills  Bur  to  learn  from  me,  here  and  now.  of  him  f 
TliC  year  and  tliu  day  of  his  birth;  that  birthplace 
on  the  frontier,  yet  bleak  and  wasto ;  the  well,  of 
which  liiitohiltniiiDil  drniik.iiiifjby  Uial  father  uf  whom 
he  ha.S!tai(I,"lhHt  ihrough  the  fire  and  blood  of  nevea 
yean  of  revolutionary  war  he  shrank  from  no  (langer, 
no  toil,  no  sacrifice,  M  serve  his  country,  and  to  raise 
his  children  to  a  condition  better  than  his  own ; "  the 
elm-tree  that  father  planted,  fallen  now,  as  father 
and  son  have  fallen;  that  training  of  the  giant  in- 
fancy on  catechism  and  Bible,  and  Waltz's  vct^ion  of 
the  I'liatms,  and  the  traditiunei  of  Flymouth,  and  Fort 
Williiun   Henry,  and  the  Revolution,  and  th«  age  of 
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Washington  and  Franklin,  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Mer- 
rimiii;k,  flowing  sometimes  in  Hoocl  nntl  nngcr.  froni 
bi»  HOcrct  HpringH  in  tin-  cryvtnl  liills ;  the  two  dii^ 
triet  school niiuitcnt,  Cha^ie  and  Tiippan  ;  the  villitgv 
library ;  tlie  dawning  of  the  love  and  nmbitioa  of 
Ictti^ni ;  the  few  monthn  at  Exeter  and  Boscawen ; 
Uie  life  of  college  ;  the  probatioitary  season  of  school- 
teaching;  Ihc  L-tci-k^hip  in  the  Fryebiirg  Hegistry  wf 
Deeil»;  )ii.-t  ailnii.-won  to  the  bar,  pn-fidcil  over  by 
jndgeH  tike  Smith,  iiluRtrnted  by  practiHers  such  as 
Mafion,  where,  by  the  studiea,  in  the  contentions  of 
nine  yean,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  profesaional 
mind;  his  irrcsistiblo  attraction  to  public  life;  tba 
oration  on  eommercc;  the  Rockiiighnm  resolutions ; 
ia»  fint  term  of  four  y«ars'  service  in  Congress,  wheUf 
by  one  bound,  he  cprabg  to  his  place  by  the  side  of 
the  foremost  of  tlie  rising  American  .itate^men;  hiii 
n^inoval  to  thia  State ;  and  then  the  double  and  pRt> 
allel  current  in  which  his  life,  etudies,  thoughta, 
cares,  have  since  flowed,  blearing  bim  to  the  leuder- 
Bhip  of  Ihe  Bar  by  universal  acclaim,  bearing  bini  to 
the  leiider.-'biji  of  public  life.  —  last  of  that  surpassing 
triumvii-attt.  shall  we  say  the  greatest,  the  most 
widely  known  and  admired?  —  all  these  things,  to 
their  minutest  details,  arc  known  and  rehearsed 
familiarly.  Happier  than  the  younger  Pliny,  bappiur 
than  Ciforo,  he  has  found  his  bii«torian,  unsolicited, 
in  his  lifetime,  and  his  countrymen  have  htm  all  by 
Iwart! 

Tiiere  ia.  then,  nothing  to  tell  yon,  —  nothing  to 
bring  to  mind.  And  then,  if  I  may  borrow  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  his  historiana  and  friends,  — one  of 
those  through  whose  beautiful  patboe  the  common 
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Borrow  uttered  itself  yeMtenUy,  in  Fuitcml  Hull, — 
"  I  dare  not  come  here  aiid  diKinist  in  a  few  i^umiuaiy 
pkr^^a|)h»  tbe  character  of  one  who  ha-*  iilied  such  a 
space  in  the  hiiiitorT.  one  who  holds  such  a  plnee  iu 
the  heart,  of  his  counttj.  It  would  be  a  diiuviipect- 
ful  familiirity  to  a  man  of  hifi  lofty  8{>int.  his  great 
soal.  his  rii-'h  eiwlowinents,  his  long  and  honomhle 
life,  to  endeavor  thus  to  weigh  and  estimate  them,'* 
—  a  half-bour  of  wortls.  a  liunilfiil  of  cartht  for  fifty 
yi^ars  of  great  dtv<U,  on  high  places  I 

But,  although  the  time  does  not  rcit»ir«  any  thing 
elaV>nitcd  ami  adc'iiialv,  —  forbids  it.  nither,  —  »ome 
broken  eeiiten<vK  of  veneration  and  love  may  be  io« 
diilged  to  tlic  sorrow  which  oppnM»e«  oi. 

There  preseTifs  itself,  oil  the  first  aad  to  any  ob- 
servation of  Mr.  Webster*))  life  and  charaetcr,  a  two- 
fold eminenoe, — eminence  of  the  very  bJghiMt  rank, — 
in  a  twofold  field  of  intelleoluiil  nn<l  public  di^jilay,— 
the  profeHsioi)  of  the  law  and  the  prt.ife^-<ion  of  itlateH- 
manship.  —  of  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  recall 
any  jtarallel  in  the  biography  of  illustrious  men. 

Without  Reeking  for  panillels,  and  without  asserting 
that  they  do  not  exist,  consider  that  he  was,  by  uni- 
versal designation,  the  leader  of  the  general  American 
liar;  and  that  he  was,  aUo,  by  an  equally  universul 
designation,  forcnn>»t  of  ber  statesmen  living  at  hi» 
death :  inferior  to  not  one  who  tiaa  lived  and  acted  dince 
the  opening  of  hi^  own  public  life.  Look  at  thei«e 
aspects  of  his  greatness  separately,  and  from  opposite 
sides  of  the  snrpa-ising  elevation.  Consider  that  his 
Einglc  career  at  the  bar  may  seem  to  have  been  enough 
to  employ  the  largest  faculties  without  rcijose,  for  a 
lifetime;  and  that,  if  then  and  thus  the  "iu//iiYuc 
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/oremium  rrrum  tahor  "  shoiilil  liftvc  con<lucleil  liim  1o 
a  mere  profeiwionfti  rewnnl.  —  x  bench  of  phaticei^  or 
law,  the  cro^vn  of  the  first  of  advocates,  Jurisperitorum 
rh^tnfiMt'mvt,  —  to  the  pure  and  mere  honors  of  a 
grent  mn};iNtnit«, —  thnt  ttiut  would  be  tut  much  u 
is  allotted  to  the  nbbist  in  the  distiibntion  nf  fam«. 
Even  that  half,  if  I  may  sny  so.  of  his  iUustrions 
rcpittntion,  —  how  h)ng  the  labor  lo  win  it,  how 
worthy  wf  nil  that  labor!  Ho  wax  bri*d  finit  in  the 
8evt*rest  school  of  the  common  law,  in  which  it»  doc- 
trines were,  expounded  by  Smith,  and  its  administra- 
tion Bhajwd  and  directed  by  Mason,  and  ita  foundation 
principlirs,  itn  historical  sources  and  illustrutioiit;,  itx 
connection  with  the  pai-alli-1  scries  of  Klatutory  enact- 
ments, its  mn«l«;«  of  rfasuniriif,  nni]  the  evidonce  of 
ils  Iriithfl,  lift  grasped  easily  and  completely;  and  I 
have  myself  heard  him  say.  that  for  many  years  while 
Blill  at  the  bar.  he  tried  more  causes,  and  ai^ued  more 
questions  of  fact  to  th«  jury  than  perhaps  any  other 
member  of  the  profciwion  anywhere.  1  have  heard 
from  (ilhcrs  how,  even  then,  he  exemplified  the  same 
direct,  clear,  and  forcible  exhibition  of  proofs,  and 
the  reasonings  appropriate  to  proofs,  as  well  as  the 
same  marvellous  power  of  discerninjj  instantly  what 
wc  I'lill  (he  tleciKive  pi>iiiltt  of  the  crinsc  in  law  and 
fact,  by  which  he  was  later  more  widely  celebrated, 
lliis  was  the  first  epoch  in  his  pi-ofessional  training. 

With  the  commencement  of  his  public  life,  or  with 
his  Inter  removal  to  this  Slate,  began  the  second 
epoch  of  bin  proffpisional  training,  conducting  him 
through  the  gradation  of  the  national  tribunals  to  the 
Bt.udy  and  praotiee  of  the  more  flexible,  elegant,  and 
scientific  jurisprudence  of  eommcrco  and  of  chancery, 
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and  to  the  grander  and  leas  fettered  invefitigatians  of 
intemBtioiiBl.  prize,  and  constitutional  law,  and  giving 
LJiim  to  breathe  the  air  of  a  more  famous  forum,  in  a 
nore  public  prcscnco.  with  more  viirictj"  of  L'()nijicti- 
tioii,  nltlioiigh  he  iievvr  mvt  ahler  men,  a»  I  have 
heard  him  ^ny,  than  some  of  those  who  initiated  him 
in  the  rugged  discijitine  of  the  Courts  of  New  llamp- 
Bliire ;  «nd  thus,  at  length,  by  these  studies,  theso 
btbore,  this  coiitenlion.  continued  without  repose,  ho 
eamc,  now  many  j'curs  ago,  to  stand  omnium  ai»en»u 
at  th«  Kiimmit  of  the  Aint-rican  Bar. 

It  i»  comniun  aii<I  it  is  easy,  in  the  cnse  of  all  in 
Biich  position,  to  point  o<it  other  lawyi^rs,  here  and 
there,  as  possessing  some  Mpecial  qualification  or  at* 
tainment  more  remarkably,  perhapx,  because  more 
exclusively,  —  to  say  of  one  that  he  ha»  more  casea 
in  bis  recollection  at  any  given  ronmenb,  or  that  he 
was  earlier  grounded  in  equity,  or  has  gathered  more 
blaek  letter  or  civil  law,  or  knowledge  of  Spanish 
or  of  Western  titlca.  —  and  these  conipartMUUs  were 
eomvlime:^  ni;nie  with  Iiim.  But  when  you  HOU[;bt  n 
couniiel  of  the  first  rate  for  the  great  cause,  who 
would  most  surely  discern  an<i  most  imwerfiiily  ex- 
pound the  exact  law,  required  by  the  controversy,  in 
season  for  use ;  who  could  most  skilfully  encounter 
Iho  opposing  law :  under  whose  powers  of  analysis, 
perMuatiiou,  and  display,  the  asserted  right  would  as- 
sume the  most  probable  aspect  before  Hit;  JnU'lHgunce 
of  tlie  judge ;  who,  if  the  inquiry  became  blended 
with  or  rewilved  Into  fnct^,  could  most  completely 
develop  and  most  iiTesisttbly  expose  them  ;  one  "the 
law's  whole  thunder  bom  to  wield,"  —  when  you 
Bouglit  such  a  counsel,  aud  could  have  the  choict;,  I 
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thiok  the  universal  profeiwion  would  liave  turned  to 
liiin.  And  tliia  would  be  so  in  iiearl.v  every  descrjij- 
tion  of  cause,  iu  auy  depurluicnt.  Some  able  men 
wield  civil  inquiries  with  u  peculiar  ability ;  wniD 
criminal,  lluw  lucidly  aud  \w\v  di-eply  liu  t^Incidated 
a  quc;itiou  of  piT'ptTty,  yon  all  know.  But  then, 
with  wbnt  nddres.s  fueling,  patlioa,  and  prudence  he 
defoiKlfil,  with  what  dignity  and  crushing  power, 
aciriiinit'irio  tpiritii,  he  prosecutud  the  accused  of 
criuie,  whom  he  believed  to  have  been  guilty,  few 
have  Sfen  j  but  uonc  who  Lavo  Bcoa  cau  ever  fop- 
gel  it. 

Some  scenes  there  arc,  mnw  Alpine  ciuiiiene«» 
ming  above  the  bi^'h  tabli-land  nf  ^uih  a  profi-»»innal 
lift',  to  wliicb,  ill  lb«  briefest  Iributf,  we  should  love 
to  fiiUow  him.  We  i-o<rall  that  day,  for  an  inittance, 
when  be  tirat  announced,  witii  decisive  dii^play.  what 
manner  of  man  tie  was,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
nation.  It  was  iu  181S,  and  it  was  in  the  argument 
of  the  case  of  Dartmouth  College.  William  Pinkney 
waM  recruiting  )ii»  great  faeuUif»,  and  replenishing 
that  rciservoir  ot*  profeHsioiial  and  elegant  auiiuieitiun, 
in  Europe.  Samuel  Dexter, "the  honorable  nmii, and 
the  counsellor,  and  the  L'luquent  orator."  was  in  bis 
grave.  Thv  boundless  ohl-schoul  learning  of  Luther 
Martin;  the  silver  voice  and  infinite  analytical  inge- 
nuity and  re»onrce«  of  Jones;  ibu  fervid  gt^'uius  of 
Kmmett  pouring  itself  along  immen*t>  ore;  the  ripe 
and  beautiful  culture  of  Wirt  and  Hopkinson.  —  the 
steel  point,  unseen,  not  unfelt,  beneath  the  foliage; 
HariM-T  himself,  slalcsuiau  as  well  as  lawyer,  —  these, 
and  such  iw  these,  were  left  of  that  noble  bar.  That 
day  Mr.  Webster  opened   the  cause  of  Daitmouth 
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College  to  a  triliunal  imsiirpassed  on  earth  in  a!)  that 
gives  illiutrutioti  to  n  hoiicb  of  law.  not  one  of  whom 
•ny  loiip-r  »iir\'ivo». 

OiiB  woiiUl  love  to  linger  on  tlio  fic«ne.  when,  after 
ft  miuitei-ly  nrgtinient  of  the  law,  tarrying,  nx  wo  may 
now  know,  ponvirtion  to  the  general  mind  of  llie 
court,  and  vindicfiting  and  settling  for  his  lifetime 
his  place  in  that  fbriim.  he  paused  to  enter,  with  an 
nItiTcd  foeliiig,  tone,  and  manner,  with  tht-se  worda, 
on  Iii.«  |)tTontCiun:  "I  have  hroiight  my  Alma  Mater 
to  thia  jiresence,  that,  if  8h«  muHt  fall,  she  may  fall 
in  her  rol)e»  and  with  dignity : "  and  then  broke  forth 
in  that  strain  of  Kuhlime  and  pathetic  eloquenoe,  of 
which  we  know  not  much  more  than  that,  in  its  prog- 
ress, Marshall. —  the  intellectual,  the  self-controlled, 
the  unonintional,  —  annount-ed,  visibly,  the  presence 
of  the  nnavciii'tonipd  enchantment. 

Other  fort-udic  triumphs  erowd  on  h»,  in  other  p«m- 
pt'tition.  wilh  oth<-r  iKsiien.  But  I  munt  commit  them 
to  the  historian  of  constitutional  jurioprudenf  e. 

And  now.  if  this  tmnscendeni  professional  repn- 
tntioii  wi>re  all  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  might  he  prac- 
tienhle,  though  not  easy,  to  find  its  ]>arii11fl  eWwhere, 
in  our  own,  or  in  Kuropean  or  claHsica!  biography. 

But.  when  you  consider  that.,  si<le  b_v  side  with  ttiia, 
there  was  growing  up  that  other  reputation.  —  that 
of  tlie  iit^  American  statesman :  that,  for  thirty-three 
years,  and  those  embracing  his  mast  Herculean  works 
ftt  llie  bar,  he  was  engaged  as  a  member  of  either 
Hod8C,  or  in  the  highest  of  the  executive  depart- 
nipnts.  in  the  conduct  of  the  largest  nHtlotial  affairs, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  largmt  national  questions,  in 
debate  with  the  higlieitt  abilities  of  Amcriciui  public 
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life,  conducting  diplomatic  intercotirtte  in  <lflicat«  rc> 
lutioiia  witli  nil  manner  of  foreign  powers,  inv«:«ttgat* 
ing  wlioli!  clttssos  of  trulhm  totally  unlike  the  tiutlis 
of  llie  law,  untl  rusting  on  jtrimapli's  tulally  dUtiiicti 
—  and  rimt  here,  loo,  he  was  wii^e,  safe,  eontroUing, 
trusted,  th«  forcmiwt  man  ;  tlial  Kurope  had  comu  to 
see  ill  his  life  a  guaranty  for  juAlice,  for  [n^noe,  for  tho 
best  hopes  of  civilisation,  and  America  to  feel  surer 
of  lier  glory  and  licr  safety  as  his  great  arm  enfolded 
licr. — you  see  how  rare,  how  solitarj',  idmost,  was 
the  uctual  greittncx« !  Who,  any whi^rc,  liax  won,  as 
he  hiiil,  iIr-  double  fimio,  and  worn  tlie  doulik-  wreath 
of  Murray  and  Chatliam,  of  Dunning  and  Fox,  of 
Bnikine  and  Pitt,  of  William  I'inkney  and  Kufus 
King,  in  one  blended  and  trau«cendent  superiority? 

I  cannot  attempt  to  grasp  and  sum  up  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  service  of  his  public  life  at  such  a  moment 
as  tliis;  and  it  is  neetlless.  That  life  comprised  a 
term  of  more  than  thirty-three  years.  It  produced  it  - 
body  of  pcrforinniiee,  of  which  1  may  say,  generally, 
it  was  all  which  the  first  abilities  of  the  country  and 
time,  employed  with  unexampled  toil,  stimulated  by 
the  noblatt  patriotism,  iu  the  highest  places  of  the 
State,  in  the  fear  of  God,  iu  the  presence  of  nations, 
could  possibly  compiws. 

lie  came  iuto  Congress  aft«r  the  war  of  1812  had 
begun,  nud  though  probably  deeming  it  unnecessary, 
acconling  to  the  highest  standards  of  public  necessity, 
in  his  private  charai'ter,  and  objecting,  in  his  public 
c1iaract«r,  to  some  of  the  details  of  the  policy  by  which 
it  wj»  proseonted,  and  standing  by  party  ties  iu  general 
oppOMtiou  to  the  administration,  he  never  breathed  a 
seotimeut  calculated  to  depress  the  tone  of  the  pub- 
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lie  mind,  to  aid  or  camfort  the  eiiemy,  u>  chuck  or 
chill  ihe  litirriiigii  of  that  new,  pa«uuonate,  unqueiich- 
kble  epiril  of  nationality,  which  then  was  revealed, 
or  kindlvf)  t«  burn  till  we  go  down  to  tJie  toiuba  of 
States. 

With  the  peac«  of  1815  hi«  innro  t-herlshpd  public 
laboivt  begun ;  and  llit^icfforwiird  lie  devoted  hiiu- 
Mlf — the  ardor  of  his  civil  youth,  the  enert^iea  of 
bis  ntntureat  manhno<l,  the  autumnal  vrindom  nf  the 
ripened  year  —  to  the  offices  of  legtdlfttjon  and  diplo- 
niBCj ;  of  pi-eserviiig  the  peace,  keeping  the  honor, 
establiahini;  the  bnundnriefl,  and  vindicating  the  iieu- 
tnil  rijjlits  of  his  country  ;  restoring  a  sound  currency, 
mkI  biying  its  fouudatit^ii  sure  and  deep ;  in  uphold- 
)D|r  public  credit;  in  protnotiog  foreign  commerce 
and  domestic  industry ;  in  developing  our  uncounted 
malerial  resources,  —  giving  the  lake  and  the  river 
to  ti-adc,  — and  vindicating  and  interpreting  the  con- 
stitution and  the  law.  On  all  thette  subjects, — on  all 
measure:*  practically  in  any  degree  affecting  thom,  — 
he  lias  inscribed  his  opinions  and  left  the  traces  of 
his  hand.  Evoryr^Iicre  the  philosophical  and  patriot 
statesman  and  thinker  will  find  that  be  bns  been  be- 
fore him,  lighting  the  way,  sounding  the  aby»8.  His 
weighty  lauguagLs  \m  »agacioni«  warnings,  his  great 
muximH  of  empire,  will  be  riusetl  to  view,  and  live  to 
be  deciphered  when  the  final  catastrophe  tOiall  lift  the 
granite  foundation  in  fragments  from  its  bed. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  but  remark  to  how 
extraoi-diimry  uii  extent  had  Mr.  Webster,  by  his  acts, 
words,  thoughts,  or  ibu  events  of  his  life,  ansociated 
himself  for  evrr  in  the  memory  of  all  of  us  with  every 
hutoriciil  incident,  or,  at  least,  with  every  biistorical 
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cpocli,  with  every  policy,  with  evcr^-  glons  with  every 
grval  iiniiiv  iiiul  fuiiiliiiii<.'iittil  iiistitiilioii,  iiiKl  ^^raiKl 
or  beauUrtil  iimigt-,  wliiuli  are  pecuU»i'l;i'  and  {iii'iHiTty 
American.  Lotilc  Imckwai-tU  Ut  Uie  [ilaitling  of  I'ljr- 
mouth  andJaiiu-stown  ;  to  the  various  scenes  of  col»>- 
iiitil  life  ill  peace  iiiid  wtir;  to  the  optmin;.;  nnti  march 
aiul  close  of  the  revoliitioiiary  diiimu;  to  tliv  figc  of 
the  coDitliliitiuii ;  U>  U'lishington  and  Fruiildiii  and 
Adaniii  and  .IcfTfrwui ;  In  the  wlmlu  Irfuii  of  vaiiHeft, 
from  the  Iteforinaliori  downwards,  which  jirepari-d  us 
to  be  republicans ;  to  that  other  liain  of  caiisi'.i  which 
U'd  us  to  be  unioniiits,  —  look  rouml  o»  fitdd,  work- 
shop, mid  deck,  and  hear  the  music  of  labor  rewarded, 
fed,  and  protected ;  look  on  th«  bri^^ht  si^k-rhimd  ot 
the  States,  each  singing  as  a  seraph  iu  her  motion, 
yet  blcinling  in  a  common  harmony,  —  and  there  ia 
liolhiiij;  which  dues  not  bring  him  by  some  tie  to  Iha 
meiiiory  of  Amcrioi.  We  seem  to  sec  tiis  form  and 
hear  his  deep,  grave  Mpcecli  nvt-iy where.  By  some 
felicity  of  hiit  periMinal  life;  hy  some  wine,  deep,  or 
beautiful  word,  spoken  or  written ;  by  noiiie  service 
of  liis  own.  or  some  coiimiemoration  of  the  (iervice»  of 
others,  it  has  come  to  pass  that  ••  our  granite  hilla, 
our  iidund  seas,  and  prairies,  and  fresh,  unbounded, 
niagniti(-eut  wildeniewi,"  our  i-ncirctiug  oeean,  the 
Uock  of  the  Pilgiiin.*,  onr  new-born  sister  of  the  Pa- 
cific, our  popular  asshmlilieti,  our  free  achoolM,  all  our 
cherished  doctrines  of  education,  and  of  the  inltuence 
of  religion,  and  material  policy,  and  the  law.  and  tJie 
constitution,  give  us  back  his  name.  What  Amcrieau 
landscape  will  you  louk  on,  wliiit  subject  of  Ainvrieaa 
interest  wiil  you  study,  what  soiirou  of  hofw  or  of 
anxiety,  as  an  American,  will  you  acknowle<lge,  Uiat 
Uoe»  not  recall  tum ! 
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I  ahalt  not  ventwre,  in  this  rupid  and  gciipral  recol- 
lection of  Mr.  Wi'ljKter,  to  nttviiipt  to  uiiuh'z«  that 
intellectuiil  ]iowor  wliii:]i  nil  ntliitit  to  liav«  lit.-i*ii  so 
extruotxlinury,  or  lo  cuiiipure  or  coiilnutl  it  willi  ihfl 
mcnttil  (;n»itn*.'««  of  otbt-w,  in  variety  or  (U*grp«,  of 
iIm!  living  or  lli«  rlead ;  or  even  to  aiK'inpt  to  »)i])re- 
■■lAtt*,  extictly.  and  in  reference  to  canons  of  art,  liia 
iiingle  Atlnbute  of  eloquence.  ConHider.  however, 
the  ri'markiilile  phenomenon  of  excellence  in  three 
11 II  kin  (I  red.  one  might  liave  thought,  incompatible 
formo  of  publit;  Bpeeeh.  —  that  of  the  foriiitt.  with  ita 
double  audience  of  bfuch  and  junp',  of  tbe  lialb)  of 
lef^Ution,  luid  of  tbo  must  thronged  and  tumultuouii 
uasetnblies  of  th«  people- 
Consider,  further,  that  this  mulliform  eloquenoe, 
eiactly  as  his  wunU  rdl,  bvcann;  ut  unco  so  much 
nccviision  to  pcrniHiient  Utentture,  in  the  strictest 
seniw,  aolid,  attractivt-,  and  rii;ii.  and  iwk  how  often 
in  ibv  history  of  public  life  itiieh  a  tiling  haft  been 
cxemplilied.  Kecall  what  pervaded  all  these  forma 
of  display,  and  everj-  effort  in  every  form,  —  that 
union  of  naked  intellect,  in  its  largest  measure,  which 
peiietraleH  to  the  exact  txuth  of  Die  mutter  in  tiaud, 
by  intuition  or  by  mfercnce.  and  discerns  every  thing 
which  may  make  it  inti^Iligiblc,  probable,  or  credible 
to  another,  with  an  emotional  and  moral  nature  pro* 
found,  passiunutc,  and  ready  to  kiiiille,  and  with  an 
iiiiitginiLtioii  enough  to  su]>ply  a  hiindred>fold  nioit;  of 
ilhinhiition  and  aggrandir.enient  than  IiIh  taste  suffered 
bin)  I'l  ai'ifpt ;  that  union  of  greatneiis  of  soul  with 
depth  of  heart,  which  made  his  speaking  almost  more 
an  exhibition  of  character  than  of  mere  genius ;  the 
style,  not  merely  pure,  clear  Saxon,  but  so  ooiislruclvd. 
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80  numerous  m  far  as  becomes  prose,  so  forcible,  so 
iilx)iiii(JiiigiQ  tmlubored  fi^lkities;  tImwiiril«so<:liotov; 
tlK'  epitlict  so  pk-ttired ;  tlic  miittvr  ubsululc  triitli,  ur 
tbu  most  exact  and  sptrviuus  rusctnblmici;  the  liumaii 
wit  call  d«vis(! ;  tlie  trL-atmeiit  of  tti«  siilijccU  if  ^ou 
have  ri-yai-d  to  tlic  kind  of  truUi  lit  hail  to  liandle, — 
political,  vtliic.ll,  legal,  —  a»  deep,  as  coniplete  as 
Palvy's,  or  Locke":',  or  Butler's,  or  Alexander  llam- 
iltoir^,  of  their  Hubjecte ;  yet  that  dt>pth  and  that 
completenesa  of  sense,  made  trannparent  as  through 
crystal  waters,  all  embodied  in  harmonious  or  well- 
composed  periods,  raised  on  winged  lauguiige,  \4vified, 
fused,  and  poured  along  iti  a  tide  of  emotion,  fervid, 
aud  incapabltt  to  be  withstood;  recall  thi)  form,  tlm 
eye,  the  brow,  tlio  tone  of  voice,  the  presenee  of  the 
intellectual  king  of  nivu.  —  recall  hiin  tliiis,  and,  !ii 
the  Inngiiaj^c  uf  Mr.  Justico  8tor3',  uumuicnioratiug 
Sumui'l  Dcxler,  wo  may  well  "rejolae  tliat  we  have 
HvhI  ill  the  sauie  agv,  that  we  have  listened  to  hU 
eloquence,  and  been  instrucled  by  his  wisdom." 

I  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  his  eloquence  without 
returning  to  a  thought  I  have  advanced  already.  All 
that  he  has  left,  or  the  larger  portion  of  all,  is  the 
record  of  spoken  words.  Ilis  works,  as  already  col- 
lected, extend  tu  many  volumes,  —  a  library  of  reason 
am)  eloipieiiuc,  an  Gibbon  has  scud  of  Cicero's, — but 
they  are  vohimeit  of  jiiieechcs  only,  or  mainly  ;  and 
yet  who  does  not  i-ank  him  a*  a  gn-wt  American  au- 
thor ?  an  author  as  truly  expounding,  and  as  charac- 
teristically  exemplifying,  in  a  pure,  (genuine,  aud 
harmonious  English  style,  the  mind,  thoti(,'lil,  point  of 
view  of  objects,  and  essential  nationality  of  his  coun- 
try us  any  othor  of  our  autliors,  profe-ssedly  so  de- 
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nominated?  Against  the  maxim  of  Mr.  Fox,  big 
epe«clie:A  read  well,  and  yet  w«re  good  speeches  — 
great  speeches —  in  the  delivery.  For  so  grave  were 
they,  iM>  tlioughttui  Knd  true,  so  much  the  eloquence 
of  reusoii  at  Inst,  so  Htrikingly  always  they  conti-ived 
to  link  tho  iintiifdiatv  topie  with  other  aiid  broader 
[iniiei[)lt-s  ibsivncliii};  f4isily  to  wi<lo:<t  gfiK^ndizutiuiiti, 
M)  happy  vra»  tlie  revoiiciliation  of  tJie  qualities  wliivh 
engage  the  attention  of  hearen*,  yt-t  reward  the  pe- 
ru.4al  of  titudfnta,  so  critically  did  they  keep  the  nght 
side  of  the  line  which  partA  eloquence  ^m  rhetoric, 
ami  HO  tar  do  they  rise  above  the  penury  of  mere  de- 
hate,  tliiit  the  general  reason  of  the  countrj'  has  en- 
shrined them  at  once,  and  for  ever,  among  our  I'lossics. 
It  is  a  common  bi^lief  that  Mr,  Webster  was  a 
various  reader;  and  I  tliink  it  is  true,  even  to  a 
^«Rter  degree  than  ha^  bi'en  bulivvcd.  In  his  pro- 
fexsiun  of  polilic-w,  notlnng,  I  think,  worthy  of  atten- 
tion bad  i-sc'iipcd  him ;  nothiitg  of  thu  ancient  or 
modern  prudence ;  nothing  which  Greek  or  Konian 
nr  Kurtipean  speculation  in  that  walk  had  explored, 
or  (iret-k  or  Roman  or  European  or  universal  history 
or  public  biography  exemplified.  I  ehall  not  soon 
foiget  with  what  admiration  he  spake,  at  an  inter- 
Tiew  to  which  he  admitted  me.  while  in  the  Law 
School  at  Cambridge,  of  the  politics  and  ethics  of 
Aristotle,  and  of  the  mighty  mind  wliich,  us  he  said, 
seemed  to.  have  '•thought  through"  so  many  of  the 
great  prolilcins  which  form  the  diitcipline  of  social 
man.  American  history  and  American  political  liter- 
ature he  had  by  heart,  —  the  long  series  of  influences 
which  trained  na  for  representative  and  free  govern- 
ment ;  that  other  series  of  influcncws  ^rhlch  moulded 
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m  into  n  united  government ;  the  coloniul  era ;  the 
Age  of  controversy  bufure  tlie  revolution  j  every  scene 
and  every  pcnton  in  tlint  {^ri-sit  tnif^ic  action :  every 
qiimtioQ  wliiuh  lias  «ucci-iiKivvIy  «ngu[;v<)  uiir  politice, 
anil  overy  iiflnio  whic)i  liaa  figured  in  tlic-m, —  llie 
whole  Ktrt^ain  of  our  time  wiyt  open,  clear,  and  pr^»> 
eiit  ever  to  liiit  eye. 

Beyond  his  profession  of  politics,  ao  to  call  it,  he 
had  been  a  diligent  and  choice  reader,  as  his  extntor- 
diusry  style  in  part  reveals ;  and  I  think  the  love  of 
reading  n-onld  liiivo  gone  with  him  to  a  later  ainl 
riper  age.  if  to  hucIi  an  age  it  had  been  the  will  of 
fiod  to  pi-eaerve  him.  This  is  iio  place  or  time  to 
appreciate  thiH  bi-anch  of  his  acijiiisitions  ;  but  tliere 
i»  nn  interest  inexpiessihte  in  knowing  who  were  any 
of  the  chosen  from  among  the  great  dead  in  the  li* 
brary  of  such  a  man.  Others  may  correct  me,  but  I 
should  say  of  that  interior  and  narrower  circle  were 
Cicero,  Virgil,  Shakspeare.  —  whom  he  knew  famil- 
iarly as  the  constitution.  —  Bacon,  Milton,  Uurke^ 
Johnson, —  to  whom  I  hope  it  is  not  pedantic  nor 
fanciful  to  say,  I  ofk'ii  Uioiight  liis  nature  presented 
some  resemblance ;  the  !«anie  ahundnnce  of  the  gen- 
eral piiipiiM lions  n-qnired  for  explaiiiiug  a  diftlciilty 
and  refuting  a  sophism  copiously  and  promptly  ooeiir- 
ting  to  him  ;  the  same  kindness  of  heart  and  wealth 
of  sensibility,  under  a  manner,  of  course,  more  conr- 
tcous  and  gracious,  yet  more  sovereign  ;  the  same  suffi- 
cient, .vet  not  predoniinimt,  imagination,  stooping  ever 
to  truth,  and  giving  affluence,  vivacity,  and  attraction 
to  a  powerful,  correct,  and  weighty  »lyle  of  prose. 

I  cannot  leave  this  life  and  character  without  »«• 
lectJug  and  dwelling  a  moment  on  one  or  two  of  his 


hmjuf.  &i>d  great. 

Fen^M.  ve  lU  fed  aiigla  be  aid  oT  Un :  -  Un  did 
not  ao  anwli  Ulcnr  ««  ind  iIk  peopfat,  bcmiwe  Im 
fftiil  nut  liu  wunb  tu  plwwt  Um».  ijlw  one  who  is 
paw«r  try  tui-mvtibf  nwni.  bu  was  able  aod 
Htni,  on  Uir  Mtnoglh  'A  Ium  liigii  cbsnc-ler.  even  to 
Inive  Uitfir  anger  bj  euiitnidirtiiig  tbeir  wiB." 
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I  sliotild  iiidtcuto  it  Its  another  influence  of  Im  Mte, 
tcts,  uuil  opitiiuim.  thitt  it  wits,  in  iin  estrnonliiiiiry 
decree,  uiiironiily  ivnd  libeiully  conservative.  He 
mw  with  vision  iis  of  n  ])ruplivt,  that  if  our  ^yslrtii  of 
iinit«d  govvriinK-iit  oiiii  hv  niaititjiined  till  a  iiatinii- 
ality  Mhnll  he  geiternted,  of  dm-  intensity  and  due 
comprelieiiHion,  a  glory  indeed  itiillennial,  a  progress 
witbout  end.  a  triumph  of  humanity  hitherto  unseen, 
were  ours ;  and,  tlierefore,  ho  addressed  himself  to 
maintain  that  united  goveniinent. 

•Standing  on  the  Rock  uf  PlymoutJi.  he  hade  dis- 
tant gciicrutions  h>ti1,  uiid  $uw  tlicm  rising,  "  demand- 
ing life,  iinpiitiriit  for  thi-  vkivs,"  from  what  then 
were  "fresh,  unbounded,  magiiitici-nt  wildernesses;" 
from  the  shore  of  th«  git'at,  tranquil  sea,  not  yet  be- 
coiiie  ours.  But  ohserve  to  what  lie  woliiomes  them  j 
by  wlint  lie  would  hle»s  them.  "  It  is  to  good  gov- 
ernment." It  is  to  "  treasui'ea  of  science  and  delighls 
of  leainitig,"  It  is  to  the  "sweets  of  domestic  life, 
the  immeivsurable  good  of  rational  existence,  the  im- 
mortal hopes  of  Chi-istianity,  the  light  of  everlasting 
truth." 

It  will  be  happy,  if  the  wisdom  and  temper  of  his 
administration  of  our  foreign  affairs  shall  preside  in 
the  time  which  is  at  hand.  Sobered,  instructed  hy 
the  ex»mi)les  and  warnings  of  all  the  post,  he  yet 
gathered  from  the  study  and  conii>Hrison  «f  all  th« 
eras  that  there  is  a  silent  progress  of  the  race, — 
without  pause,  without  haste,  without  return, —  to 
which  the  counsellings  of  history  are  to  be  accommo- 
dated by  a  wise  philosophy.  More  than,  or  as  iniicti 
as  that  of  any  of  our  public  characters,  his  HtAt«8- 
msuship  was  one  which  recognized  a  Europe,  an  old 
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world,  but  yet  grasped  the  capital  idea  of  th«  Amer- 
ican position,  and  deduced  from  it  the  wlioli-  fashion 
Mid  color  uf  its  policy  ;  which  dinccrned  Ihat  we  are 
to  play  a  hi^li  putt  in  human  affaira.  \>ut  dixcerncd, 
alw,  whiit  [Kirt  it  is,  —  peculiar,  distant,  distinct,  and 
grand  a»  uiir  huniii^pherc  ;  an  iufliieticc.  not  a  con- 
Ittut,  —  the  stuge,  the  druiiia,  the  catastrophe,  all  but 
the  audience,  all  <nir  own,  —  and  if  ever  h«  felt  him- 
Belf  at  a  loss,  he  ojnsuitctl,  r«vereutly,  the  gcniiM  of 
Washington. 

In  bringing  these  nienioriea  tn  a  conclusion,—'  for 
I  omit  many  things  becaune  I  dare  not  trust  niy!*elf 
to  »pcuk  of  tlieni. —  I  sliall  not  be  mis  understood,  or 
give  oEfenee,  if  I  hope  that  one  other  trait  in  his  pub- 
lic charact«r,  one  doctrine,  rather,  of  his  political 
crewl,  niaj-  Im;  renivnibcrLd  and  be  appreciated.  It 
V6  one  of  the  two  fundaaientHl  precept*  Jn  which 
l*!alo,  as  expounded  by  tim  great  muster  of  Latin 
el<>i)ueiK.'e  and  n-asnn  and  nuiral»,  conipnehemU  the 
duty  of  those  who  ohare  in  the  conduct  of  the  state,  — 
"ttf  'fuitfHNffue  a^nnU  TOTUM  eorput  retpufittea  eureHt, 
nedum  parU-m  allquam  tuenlur,  reliqunt  tiesfrant;" 
that  they  eoni]irise  in  their  cure  the  whole  body  of 
the  Itepublic,  nor  keep  one  part  and  desert  another. 
He  gives  ihe  reason,  —  one  reilson,  —  of  the  precept, 
*^quiauCem  parti  civium  tMiuutunt,  partem  iwgligant, 
Ttm  ivrriici'imxiiiniam  itt  invitatfvn  ituhiCMnt,  tfiHtioHem 
alifUf  tliifeanliam."  The  palriotism  wliieh  embraces 
lesH  than  the  whole  induces  sedition  and  di^ord,  tlie 
last  evil  of  the  State. 

How  profoundly  he  had  comprehended  thb  truth  ; 
with  what  per&isteney,  with  what  paEsioHt  from  the 
first  hour  he  became  a  i)ulilie  man  to  the  la«t  beat  of 
the  great  heart,  he  chcri&hod   it;  how  little  he  uc- 
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«ouiit«cl  the  good,  tlie  praiae,  tti4>  blitme  nf  this  IocaI- 
ity  or  that,  iu  coin|i!iriaon  of  th?  larger  giwd  and  ll>e 
geiiei-al  and  thoughtful  approval  of  his  own.  and  our, 
whole  America.  —  she  tlii^  day  fceU  and  announces. 
W)iere8oevcr  a  drop  of  her  blood  flon-B  in  the  veins 
of  men,  this  trait  i»  felt  and  Fippreciat^d.  The  Imiili-r 
bcj'UDtl  Superior :  the  fisherniitu  on  the  d«ck  of  the 
nifjh  nijjht-fuTiiideri'd  sltilT;  Ihu  siiilor  on  the  utttr- 
jiKist  sea,  —  will  feel,  a»  ht-  la-ars  these  tidings,  that 
ihr  protection  of  a  aileeple^  all-embracing,  paKntoI 
oan-  in  withdrawn  from  hiin  for  a  space,  and  that  bus 
pathway  henecfonvard  is  more  solitary  and  less  safe 
than  before. 

lint  1  cannot  pursue  these  thoughts.  Among  the 
eulogists  who  have  just  uttered  the  eloquent  sorrow 
of  England  at  the  death  of  the  great  Duke,  one  hus 
entpluyei)  »ii  iniagu  and  an  idea  which  I  venture  to 
modify  and  appropriate. 

*■  The  Xortliiiien's  iiiuige  of  death  is  finer  than  that 
of  other  climes ;  no  skeleton,  but  a.  gigantic  figure 
iJiat  eiivelo[M  men  within  the  massive  foUUi  of  ita 
dark  garment."'  Wi-bster  seems  so  enshrouded  from 
us,  as  the  last  of  the  mighty  three,  themselves  follow- 
ing a  mighty  series,  —  the  greatest  closing  the  pro- 
cension.  The  robe  drAws  round  him,  and  the  era  U 
past. 

Yrt  bow  much  thei-e  is  wlti<;h  that  all-nmplo  fold 
»hall  not  hide,  —  the  recorded  wtftdum,  the  great  ex- 
ample, the  assured  immortality. 

They  speak  of  monuments  I 

"  Nnlliing  cnn  cav<'r  lilt  high  fame  liut  1iear«n  ; 
Nn  pyreniUU  act  dir  lili  ni«in(ir<«* 
Itui  llic  rtiTiiiiI  tiili>l*niw  of  lilt  sraalliva ; 
To  wliich  1  Icura  hint." 
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A    mSCOCRSE    COMMEMORATIVE    OF 

DANIEL     WEHSTEIt. 

DKL-ITERED  BEFUIIE   TDK   FACt'LTV.  STUnKXTS.  AMD  ALL'M^CI 
or  DABTMOL'TH  OOLLBUK,  JVVC  «,  UU. 


It  would  be  a  strange  neglect  of  a  beautiful  and  ap- 
proved cusloiti  of  the  ec-liools  of  learning,  and  of  one 
of  the  most  pious  and  appropriate  of  tlie  ofBcoH  of 
lilemture,  if  the  colk'gt!  in  which  the  intellectual  life 
of  l)!inii>l  Webster  begun,  ami  to  which  his  name  im- 
parta  charm  and  il  lustra tioti,  should  give  no  foi-nml 
expression  to  her  grief  in  the  common  sorrow  ;  if  she 
should  not  draw  near,  of  the  ino»l  snd,  in  the  proces- 
sion of  the  hereuveil,  to  the  tomb  at  the  sen,  nor  find, 
in  ftll  her  elassie  shades,  one  ufTt^cttonate  and  grateful 
leaf  to  set  in  the  garland  with  which  they  have  bound 
the  iirnw  of  her  chiM,  the  mightiest  dei>3rted.  Others 
mourn  and  praise  him  by  hin  more  distant  and  more 
general  titles  to  fame  and  remembrance ;  his  su- 
premacy of  intellect,  his  statesmanship  of  so  many 
ye^nt,  his  eloquence  of  reason  and  of  the  heart,  his 
love  of  country,  incorruptible,  conscienlious,  and  rul- 
ing every  hour  and  act ;  that  greatnes*  combined  of 
genius,  of  character,  of  uinnncr,  of  place,  of  achicvo- 
meut,  which  was  just  now  among  us,  and  ia  not,  and 
yet  lives  still  and  evermore.  You  come,  his  chciijth- 
iog  mother,  to  own  a  closer  tie,  to  indulge  an  emotion 
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more  personal  and  more  fond,  —  gnef  and  exultation 
ccnileiiLling  tor  mastery,  as  in  the  boaom  of  llie  de^i- 
Uted  parent,  wliuse  tears  could  not  binder  him  I'rum 
vxcluimiug,  ■■  I  would  not  cxt-liauge  my  dead  sou  for 
any  living  unv  of  CliriKtciidom/' 

Mauy  plaices  iii  our  Auii-rioau  world  liave  spoktn 
liiit  eulogy.  To  all  [ilac«:i  tliu  xervice  wm  betiiting, 
for  "In»  renown,  is  it  not  of  the  ireitsures  of  tlnj 
wliole  country?"  To  Home  it  belonged,  with  a  strong 
local  propriety,  to  dincharge  it.  In  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress, where  the  majestic  form  seems  ever  to  stand, 
omd  tlii:  deep  tom»  tu  lingi^r,  the  deoorated  scene  of 
his  larger  labors  and  must  diffusive  glory ;  tu  the 
Couil«  of  luw,  to  whose  gluddoine  light  he  luvod  to 
returu,  —  putlitig  i>u  ugidu  tbo  robt's  of  that  profes- 
sion iLni:it-iiL  us  niiigiblntuy,  noble  lu  virtue,  necessary 
a.s  jii.^liue,  —  in  wliich  he  found  the  bvgiuuiug  of  hitf 
iiunorx ;  in  Kant-uil  Hull,  whuae  air  hrCHthc»  and  burnii 
of  hiiu ;  in  the  cinnini.'n:ial  cities,  tu  whtm;  pursuiU 
his  ciiploniacy  secured  a  peaceful  sea ;  in  the  cities  of 
the  iidand,  around  which  his  ca[)acioU6  public  affec- 
tiouu.  and  wise  discernmcut,  aimed  ever  to  develop 
th«  uncoui]ted  resources  of  thai  olltcr,  mid  that 
larger,  and  that  newer  Ameriia;  iu  the  pulpit,  whose 
place  iinioug  the  higher  inlluunecn  whi>.  h  exalt  a  State, 
our  guide  in  life,  our  eouiiuhition  in  death,  he  appre- 
eUited  profotindly,  an<l  vindicated  by  wetyhtiesl  nrgu- 
nieiit  anil  u-Mliniony,  of  vvliose  uH'iceM  it  i»  lunong  the 
ficiCBt  to  mark  and  ]>uint  the  moral  of  the  great  things 
of  the  world,  tlie  evc^rlleney  of  dignity,  and  the  ex- 
cellency uf  putter  pastiiug  away  it»  the  prtde  of  the 
wave,  —  pas;*ing  from  our  eye  to  take  on  immortality, 
—  tu  these  places,  and  such  as  tliese,  there  seemed  a 
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reason  bcvotid.  anil  other,  than  th<;  uiiivvr^al  ciilumity, 
for  such  bniiors  of  th«  gruvv.  But  if  su,  how  fit  li 
place  is  this  for  such  u  service  I  Vt'v  uiv  aniung  iho 
scenes  where  Ihp  vouth  of  W«b*ter  awoke  fii>t  mikI 
fully  to  the  lif«  of  the  mind.  We  ataiid,  as  it  were, 
at  the  SMiirix'i* — '  phyMcal,  social,  moral,  inteliectiial  — 
of  tluit  exceeding  greatneHS.  Some  now  htre  siiw  that 
jonth ;  almost  it  was  yours,  Xilum  parvum  uidere. 
Some,  one  of  his  instructors  certainly,  some  possibly 
of  his  claosinates,  or  nearGst  college  frleiKlK,  Mtnts  of 
the  hooks  he  read,  Kome  of  tbo  njuirtments  in  which 
he  studied,  arc  lierv.  Wo  can  almost  call  up  from 
their  habitation  in  the  past,  or  in  lite  t'nncy,  the  wholu 
spiritual  circle  which  environeil  that  timt;  of  his  life; 
the  opinions  lie  liiid  ein))riK'od  ;  the  theories  of  mind, 
of  religion,  of  moialis  of  phihisophy,  to  which  he  luul 
surrentivred  himself;  the  canons  of  Uwte  and  oriti- 
cisni  which  he  had  accepted ;  the  great  authors  whom 
he  loved  best;  the  trophies  which  began  to  disturb 
hUi  ttleep ;  the  fiicts  of  history  which  he  bad  learned, 
believed,  and  begun  to  interpret ;  the  shapes  of  hope 
and  fear  in  which  imagination  began  to  bring  before 
him  the  gf>od  and  evil  of  the  future.  Still  the  amnio 
outwai-d  world  is  arnund  yon,  and  above  you.  'llie 
sweet  and  solemn  flow  of  the  liver,  gleaming  Liirongh 
interval  here  and  there  ;  uiargina  and  samplea  of  the 
eame  old  wo'Klit,  but  thinned  and  retiring;  the  same 
ntnge  of  green  hills  yonder,  tolerant  of  culture  to  the 
top,  but  sluidetl  then  hy  primeval  forests,  on  whoso 
crest  the  la^t  rays  of  sunset  lingered:  the  summit  of 
Ascntney  ;  the  great  Horthem  light  that  never  »et.t ; 
the  constellations  that  walk  around,  and  watch  the 
pole :   the  sumo  unturo,  uudei-ayed,  unchanging,  is 


b«re.  Almost,  the  idolatries  vf  ttw  old  pagaiiUtn 
grow  iDtellij^ible.  "  MagHomm  fiumxNwn  ea/u'la  v^n- 
tramur"  i-xoluiius  Seu«a>.  '■'■  Sulfila  r.t  ex  ahrupio 
vatti  amnig  eruptto  ara»  kabtty  We  staml  at  the 
fountain  of  a  ntiviini;  wv  Mtaml,  ratlier.  at  tlie  |>Uce 
w]ii;ru  ft  fti-c-am,  suddt^ii,  and  frmn  iiid<leii  ttprings, 
burste  to  light ;  aiiti  whence  we  cati  follow  it  along 
and  down,  ah  we  might  our  own  Coiinocticut,  anil 
trace  it4»  rv^pleudent  pathway  to  the  sea ;  and  we 
venerate,  and  would  aIiuoi>t  build  altars  here.  IF  I 
may  adopt  the  lofty  language  of  one  of  the  admirers 
of  William  Pitt,  we  come  naturally  to  this  phin.-,  at) 
if  w«  could  thus  rtcall  every  circumstance  of  splendid 
prc|Hiratiiin  wliich  cunlribulctl  to  fit  the  groat  latm 
for  the  scene  of  Ids  glory.  We  come,  as  if  better 
here  than  clscwhvre  "  wc  could  wuU.'h,  fold  by  fold, 
the  bracing  on  of  liiit  Vnlcunian  panoply,  und  observe 
with  plcft»ed  anxiety  lite  IcJuUng  fiuth  of  that  tlmriot 
wlii(,h,  borne  on  irreitiBtil'le  wheels,  and  ilniwn  by 
ttteed»  of  immortal  race,  is  to  crimh  the  neckd  of  the 
mighty,  and  sweep  away  the  serried  strength  of 
armies." 

And,  therefore,  it  wore  fitter  that  I  should  ask  of 
you,  than  Kpealc  to  you,  ewneerning  him.  Little,  in- 
deed, anywhere  win  be  added  now  lo  that  wealth  of 
eulogy  that  lias  been  heaped  ujwn  hi*  tomb.  Before 
he  died,  even,  renowned  in  two  hemitipheren,  in  oura 
he  seemed  to  be  known  with  a  uidvensal  nearneatt  of 
knowledge.  He  walked  so  long  and  so  conftpicuously 
before  the  general  eye  ;  his  actions,  his  opinions,  on 
all  things  whiuh  had  been  large  enough  to  agitate  the 
public  mind  for  the  last  thirty  ycurs  and  more,  had  liad 
importance  and  consequences  so  rcmarkablu,  —  anx- 
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iouiily  wuititil  for,  paiwUuiftlcly  ainvasiteil,  not  adopted 
ii)n*ay»  into  tli«  piirticulitr  uieaHui«,  or  deciding  the 
pnrtiiMiIiir  vote  of  government  or  the  couutry,  yet 
sinking  d^^-p  inw  the  reason  of  ttic  [.xjople,  —  uKtream 
of  influeooe  whose  fruits  it  ia  ytil  too  woii  for  ]>olili«al 
philoHophy  to  apjirvt^iiitc  completely ;  an  impression 
of  his  fxlrmmliiiitry  inlvlli-eliml  en<!owiiii-iitM,  ujkI  of 
tlK'ir  peeiiliur  xitiNTiority  w  that  mo»t  inipotiing  and 
inleUi-jiliK-  of  ail  form;*  of  njanifeHtation,  the  moving 
of  oiliers*'  minds  by  speech,  —  this  impression  had 
grown  so  universal  and  lixed.  and  it  had  kiudled  curi- 
otuty  to  bear  him  and  reiid  him  ho  wide  and  so  largely 
indulged;  his  individuality  altogether  waH  so  abso- 
lute and  so  pronounced,  the  force  of  will  uo  less  than 
the  power  of  genius  ;  the  exact  type  and  fashion  of 
bis  mind,  not  less  tlmn  its  general  magnitude,  were 
ao  distiiK'lly  shown  through  his  musicul  luid  trans- 
parent  slyk- ;  the  t-xK-rior  of  the  mim,  tlit^  giund 
niystvry  of  brow  and  eye,  the  deep  Unii;rt,  the  ttolemn- 
ity,  the  .'tovcroignly,  aa  of  those  who  would  build 
StAt««^  where  tivery  power  and  every  grace  did  seem 
to  »et  ita  Heal,  had  been  made,  by  personal  observa- 
tion, by  deseriptiou.  by  the  fixag^ratiou,  even,  of 
those  who  hud  felt  the  spell,  by  art,  (hi')  duguerrotype 
uml  picture  and  statue,  so  faniiliHr  to  the  American 
eye,  graven  on  the  memory  like  the  Washington  of 
8tuurt. ;  the  tinrrative  of  the  mere  incidents  of  bis 
life  had  been  so  often  told.  —  by  some  so  authentic- 
ally and  with  such  skill.  —  and  had  been  so  litcrnlly 
committed  t4>  heart.,  that  when  he  died  there  M^emed 
to  be  little  left  but  to  say  when  and  how  bin  change 
came;  with  what  dignity,  with  what  poasession  of 
elf,  with  what  loving  thought  for  others,  with 


w 


lUtOOr  ON  DAKIEL  WEBSTER. 


what  grntitude  to  God,  uttered  -with  uiifall^riDg 
voice,  that  it  wiw  «ii|>uititiHl  to  him  there  to  die;  to 
say  how  thus,  leaning  nti  the  rod  and  statf  of  tho 
prumi»e,  lie  took  hiH  way  into  the  great  daiknesH  iin- 
<li^mayed,  till  deatli  should  be  swiillowed  up  of  Ufu  ; 
and  theu  to  loliitti  huw  they  laid  him  iu  thst 
simple  grave,  and  ttiiiiing  and  juiuising,  and  joining 
their  voices  to  the  voices  of  the  sea,  bade  him  hail 
and  farewell. 

And  yet  I  harflly  know  what  there  i»  in  puhlic 
biography,  what  there  is  in  literature,  to  be  com- 
pared, in  itA  kind,  with  the  variety  and  beauty  and 
adequacy  of  the  series  of  discoui-sea  through  which 
the  love  and  grief,  and  deliberate  and  reanoning  ad- 
miration of  America  for  this  great  man,  liave  been 
uttered.  Little,  indeed,  there  would  be  for  me  to 
«ay.  if  I  were  capable  of  the  light  ambition  of  pro- 
jHising  to  omit  nil  which  others  Imve  Mutd  on  Ihb 
tbenii;  beftiitt, —  little  to  add,  if  1  sought  to  say  any 
thing  wholly  new, 

I  have  thought. — perhaps  the  jilaw  where  I  w«8 
to  epeak  suggested  the  topic,  —  that  before  we  ap- 
proach tJie  ultimate  and  hii^torieal  greAtnetw  of  Mr. 
AVeljBtcr  in  it»  two  chief  departmentu,  and  attempt  to 
appreciate  by  what  qualities  of  genius  and  character 
luid  what  succe^ion  of  action  be  attained  it,  there 
might  be  an  intei-ent  iu  going  back  of  sU  this,  so  to 
say,  and  pausing  a  few  niomeuts  upon  Ins  youth.  I 
include  in  that  designation  the  period  from  his  btrtli, 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  January.  1782,  until  1805, 
when,  twenty-three  years  of  age.  he  declined  the 
olerkship  of  his  father's  court,  and  dedicated  liimself 
irrevoeably  to   the   profession   of  tJie   Uw  and   the 
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cltAtK^CH  of  a  !i)iinitHinii  to  lei<«  or  more  of  public  life. 
Tliwt'  twcntvllirefi  yeara  we  &hall  tall  the  youth  of 
Webster.  Its  iiiculeiiU  are  few  and  well  known,  and 
need  liol  long  detnin  us. 

Until  Mur.  1796,  beyond  the  clow  of  his  fourteenth 
yvAr,  Iti^  lived  at  home,  Htt«ndiii|;  the  ttchooln  of  Matt- 
ttr*  C-'hii»e  nod  Tit|i]iiiit,  »ni-ce»»ivclj' ;  at  work  »onie- 
titOf^  and  itouieliitieTi  at  jilny  like  any  boy  ;  but  finding 
already,  n»  few  besidu  bim  did,  tbe  Dtimulatioiiit  and 
the  food  of  KKellectiial  life  in  the  social  Itlirary ; 
dfitiking  in,  tinawareii,  from  the  moral  aud  phytiical 
as])ett«  about  him,  the  leiiaon  and  tbe  power  of  con- 
tention and  sell'-triiat ;  and  learning  bow  much  grander 
than  the  forest  bending  to  the  long  storm ;  or  the 
silver  and  cherishing  Merrimack  swollen  to  inunda- 
tion, and  tiiniiiig.  aa  love  become  madness,  to  ravage 
tbe  subject  interval;  or  old  woods  sullenly  retiring 
before  iixe  and  fire,  —  learning  to  feel  how  mueh 
grander  than  the^e  was  tliu  coming  in  of  civilization 
as  there  he  i<nw  it.,  oouragM.  labor,  patience,  plain 
living,  lieroioal  aeting.  high  thinking,  beautiful  feeling, 
the  fear  of  (ioii,  love  of  conntrv  and  neighborhood 
and  family,  and  all  that  form  of  human  life  of  which 
hi»  father  and  mother  and  sisters  tmd  brother  were 
the  entleared  exemplification.  In  the  arms  of  that 
circle,  on  parent  knees,  or  later,  in  intervals  of  work 
or  play,  the  future  American  Statesman  acquired  the 
idea  of  country,  and  beeainc  con.sciou.s  of  a  national 
tic  and  a  national  life.  There  and  then,  something, 
glimpses,  A  little  of  the  romance,  the  sweet  and  bitter 
inentoneti  of  a  ftoldier  and  borderer  of  the  old  eoh^iiial 
time  and  war.  opened  to  the  large  dark  eyes  ni  the 
child ;  memories  of  French  and  Indians  stealing  up 
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to  the  ver^  place  where  the  utory  wiu  telUng ;  of  men 
fliut  down  at  the  plough,  withiu  night  of  the  old  log 
lioune;  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Williiuu  llvtiry;  of 
Stark,  of  Howe,  of  Wolfe  falling  in  the  anns  of  vic- 
tory ;  and  thcu  of  the  next  upc.  it»  grander  sucnnt 
and  higher  names,  —  of  thu  fuUiL-r'a  part  at  (k-nninj^ 
ton  and  White  riaitLs;  of  Lafayette  nnd  Wa«hiiigU>ii; 
and  then  of  tho  ConHttlutiun,  jiLst  adopted,  and  the 
first  I*iv«duiit.  jii»t  inaugurated,  with  services  of  pub- 
lit;  tliunk»}{iving  to  Alnii^'hty  God,  and  the  Union 
jxiift  sprung  into  life,  all  radiant  as  morning,  harbinger 
and  promb^e  of  a  brighter  day.  You  have  heaid  how 
ill  lliat  M'lbion  he  bought  and  first  read  the  Constitu- 
tion on  the  cotton  handkerchief.  A  small  cannon,  I 
think  hin  biographers  say,  waa  the  ominous  plaything 
of  Napoleon's  childhood.  But  this  incident  ri;minda 
US  rather  of  the  youthful  Luther,  ustoniidied  and 
kindling  over  the  first  Lutin  Bible  he  over  saw,  —  or 
thi-  still  yoiuigt^r  I'asnd,  perinitt^'il  to  look  into  th« 
Kndid,  to  whoM;  auhliniitie«  an  irrc.-ti»tihl<;  nature  h«d 
nei-ri'tly  attracted  hltn.  Long  before  Iiih  fourteenth 
year,  the  mother  Brst,  and  tlu-n  tlie  father,  and  the 
teachers  luid  the  schouls  and  the  little  neighborhood, 
hml  dtHeovci-ed  an  i-xlraordiniiry  Lope  in  the  boy;  a 
purpose,  a  dri^ani,  not  yet  eonfvssed,  of  giving  him  an 
edueation  began  to  be  cherished ;  and  in  May,  1796, 
at  the  age  of  a  little  more  than  fourtet.-n,  he  was  mint 
to  Exeter.  I  have  myself  heard  a  gentleman,  long  a 
leader  of  tho  Essex  bar,  and  eminent  in  publie  life, 
now  no  more,  who  was  then  a  pnpil  at  the  school, 
<lesciibe  his  large  frame,  superb  face,  immatiu^  man- 
ners, and  rustic  dreits,  nurmounled  with  u  student's 
gown,  when  hrst  he  came ;  and  say,  too,  how  soon  and 
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univenally  his  capacitj'  vaet  owne^.  Wlio  does  not 
witih  tbat  the  glorious  BuckniinHU^r  could  have  fore- 
nwa  ttiid  witiii'MK«l  Uiu  nholf  (^realueiis.  but  ccrtuluty 
th«  renown  uf  cloqiiviici:,  which  wiut  to  uoinc  to  lite 
j'oiiiig  Mtrunf^tfr,  whom,  ohuking,  itiiui^olik-»!S  thi-  ^reat 
fouiiMin  uf  fueliiixs  «<;iili-rl  «»  yet,  he  li-ie<)  in  vxin  to 
encotiriige  to  dvclaini  before  the  iincoiiEK^iouH,  liright 
iriheH  of  ihe  school?  'llie  inf1uen<:eti  of  Exeter  on 
hiiu  were  excellent,  but  his  stay  was  brief.  In  the 
winter  of  1796  tie  was  at  home  again  i  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1797.  he  vraa  placed  under  the  private  tuition, 
and  in  the  family,  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  of  Boai'aweu. 
It  wan  on  the  way  with  his  father  tu  Ihe  bouse  of  Mr. 
Wood  that  lie  first  hcutd,  with  mttuiiishmeiit.  that  the 
parental  love  and  good  sense  had  resolved  on  the 
eacriliec  of  giving  him  un  education  at  college.  "I 
njmeinber,"  he  writes,  '*  the  very  hill  wu  were  lutcend- 
ing,  tliRitigli  di-(.'p  «DOWs,  in  ii  New  Kugliiiid  tih-igh, 
whfii  my  father  uode  hia  jiurposif  knuwti  to  me.  I 
eoiiltt  not  spenlc.  Uow  oould  he,  I  thought,  with  so 
lai^  a  family,  and  in  such  narrow  circumstances, 
think  of  incurring  so  great  an  expense  for  me?  A 
warm  glow  ran  all  over  me,  and  I  laid  my  head  oti 
y  father's  shoulder  and  wept,"  That  sjwecbleiisneea. 
lat  glow,  thu^e  tcai')'.,  ^c^-eHl  to  us  wluit  his  memory 
nd  coiisciuii^ue!^  uould  hardly  du  to  bim.  that  al- 
ti>Hdy,  euuivwht-re,  at  some  hour  of  day  or  evening  or 
night,  a*  \w  n-ad  some  page,  ur  heard  atonic  iinniicive, 
or  »aw  some  happier  Behoolfeliow  net  off  from  ECxeter 
to  begin  bis  college  life,  tlie  love  of  intellectual  eit- 
joynieiit.  the  amhition  »f  intellectual  supremacy,  had 
taken  hold  of  him;  tliat.  when  or  how  he  knew  not, 
l)ut  before  he  was  aware  of  it,  the  hope  of  obtututag 
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a  libernl  erlticntion  aufl  k'tuling  a  prufesMional  life 
Imd  come  to  1w  liiH  la»t  tliuu^lit  In-fore  tie  i^lept.  Iiik 
lii'xl  wiien  he  awoke,  ami  to  Kli)t[>o  hu  dreaiDs.  Be- 
hold in  tliero,  too.  his  whole  future.  Th»t  day,  that 
hour,  that  very  moment,  from  the  deep  snowg  of  lliat 
slow  bill  he  oet  out  oii  the  long  ascent  that  bore  him 
—  "  no  step  backwnnl "  —  to  the  high  plnc«s  of  the 
world  I  He  reinuiiivd  under  the  luilinn  nf  Mr.  Wood 
until  AtigUKi,  ITfHS,  and  then  entered  this  college, 
where  he  waa,  at  the  end  of  the  full  terra  of  four 
years,  giaduated  in  IJtOl.  Of  that  college  life  yoii 
can  tell  me  more  thao  I  can  tell  you.  It  is  the  uni- 
versal evidence  tlmt  it  was  diittingulshed  W  exem- 
plary <l<'iiii.>anor,  by  reverence  for  religion,  respect  for 
itiiitnti-toni,  and  observance  of  law.  We  hear  from 
nil  HOnrectf,  too,  that  it  wilk  distinguished  hy  assiduous 
and  various  jtlndies.  With  the'  exception  of  one  or 
two  branohes,  for  which  liis  imjierfect  prcj>aratiou 
liiid  failed  to  exeite  a  taste,  he  is  rejMjrtcd  to  liavc 
addreaied  himself  to  the  prescnhed  taak.i,  and  to  have 
availed  himself  of  the  whole  body  of  means  of  liberal 
culture  iippointed  by  the  government,  with  decorum 
and  conscientiousness  and  zeal.  We  hear  more  than 
thiM.  The  whole  coui-sc  of  traditions  concerning  his 
college  life  is  full  t-o  prove  two  fucts.  The  finit  i«, 
that  hill  reading  —  general  and  various  far  beyond  the 
requirements  of  the  Faculty,  or  the  average  cajiauity 
of  that  Mtage  of  tlie  literary  life  —  wa*  not  M>lid  and 
useful  merely.  —  which  is  vagne  commendation.— 
but  it  was  such  as  prtilicted  and  educated  the  future 
statesman.  In  KngH^i  literature,  —  its  6ner  parts, 
its  poetry  and  tantef iil  reailiiig,  I  mean,  —  he  hud  read 
much  rather  than  many  things;   but   he   had   read 
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sotucwlmt.  llmtnyourtf;  man  of  Iiiit  emotioiuil  na- 
liire,  —  full  of  i-lui|tii.-rit  fe^^'liii^,  the  germ*  of  a  fine 
tattle,  tlie  enr  for  llie  imisic  of  wonlst,  the  eye  for  »Il 
beauty  ntiil  all  Mihliiiiity,  alnradj  in  extruardinuiy 
meatiure  hi:*,  —  already  pi'acliHing  the  art  of  coiujHisi- 
tion,  speech,  Hixt  criticUn),  —  should  liave  rL-^rfiilcd 
hiiiifielf — as  w-e  know  he  did  —  with  S)takni>i'Hiv  and 
'Pope  uud  AddiHou  ;  with  the  great  lomance  of  l>efoe ; 
witli  the  more  recviit  biograpbiea  of  Johnsou,  and  hi« 
gi-utid  imitiitiotis  of  Juvenal  (  with  the  sweet  utid  re- 
fiitcd  simplicity  and  abstracted  observation  of  Quid- 
smith,  miogled  with  skett:liC)t  of  hotnofi-lt  dctij^lit; 
with  tlio  "Ele^iy "  of  Oray,  whose  solemn  l<uiehi-js 
soothed  the  thoughts  or  t<-sii-d  llie  eonse)on.-<ue.-«»  of 
thr  hi«t  hour;  with  llii-  vij;;orous  on};iunlity  of  tlic 
tlwH  reci.'iil  CViwper,  whom  he  ([uotcd  when  Ik;  cxiiio 
home,  AH  it  provMl,  to  die,  —  thi^  we  should  have  ex> 
peeled.  Itut  I  Itave  heard,  and  hetievc.  that  it  was 
to  another  iiiMtitution  more  austere  and  characterUtio, 
that  Ids  own  mind  was  irresistibly  and  instinctively 
even  tJiea  attmcted.  The  condntt  of  wbat  Locke 
ealls  the  human  umK-nitHnding;  the  limits  of  human 
knowled}^- ;  tlic  means  of  coniin};  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  diGTurcnl  ehisses  of  trtitli ;  tlic  laws  of  thought ; 
the  s(;ience  of  proofs  which  is  logic;  tho  science  of 
moral.t;  the  factii  of  liiittory;  tlie  spirit  of  laws;  the 
oondtict  and  aims  of  reasonings  in  politics,  —  Ihi'so 
were  the  strong  meat  that  announced  and  began  lo 
train  the  great  political  tbiuker  and  reasonei  of  a 
bter  day. 

I  have  beani  that  he  might  oftener  be  found  in 
HOuie  solitary  sc^it  or  walk,  with  n  volume  of  Gordon's 
or  Riinis,iy'»  ItvvoluUoii,  or  of  Ibe  •*  Federalist,"  or  of 
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Hume's  "History  of  England.'"  or  of  bis"EsaayAt" 
or  of  (ii-otius,  or  Puffendorf.  or  Ci«ero,  or  Monte»- 
quieu,  or  Locke,  or  Burke,  tbun  with  Virgii,  or 
Shakspeare,  or  tlie  '■  Spectutor."  Of  tbe  history  of 
opiriionii,  in  ilm  departiui'iit  of  philosophy,  liv  vena 
nlrciidy  a  curiuiM  studvitl.  The  urulion  he  dclivcrvd 
before  tbe  United  Frati-riiity,  wlien  b«  vrm  grM\u»t*ni, 
treutoti  that  lopio  of  opinion,  under  some  aspects, — 
a»  I  reciilktt  fiimj  once  reading  the  inannsoript, — 
with  copiouMiiMM,  juilguieiit,  and  tnitliuHiasni ;  and 
some  of  lu.i  ridicule  of  thfi  ItiHkl<>ian  theory  of  the 
nnn>cxUicnce  of  raatt<'r,  I  well  remember.  antirii>ated 
the  Bareaam  of  a  later  day  on  u  cuiTency  al!  njetal- 
lic,  and  on  nullification  m  u  strictly  constitutional 
remedy. 

The  other  fact,  as  well  established  by  all  we  can 
gather  of  bis  life  in  college,  in,  that  tbe  faculty,  so- 
transcendent  afterwards,  of  moving  the  minds  of  men 
by  Bpeecli,  was  already  developed  ami  effeclivu  in  a 
remnrkublu  degree.  Always  tbvrc  in  a  best  writer  or 
speaker  or  two  in  coUcg*; ;  but  this  stereolyiied  desig- 
nation sucms  wholly  inadequate  to  convey  tlie  in)> 
pre.ision  be  made  in  bin  time.  Many,  now  alive,  have 
su'hX  that  some  of  hi*  performanees,  having  regard  to 
his  youth,  bis  objects,  his  topics,  his  audience.  —  one 
on  tbe  celebration  of  Indejwiidence,  one  a  eulogy  on 
a  student  much  beloved,  —  produced  nn  instnnt  effect, 
and  left  a  recollection  to  which  nothing  else  could  be 
comjinred ;  which  could  be  felt  and  admitted  only, 
not  explained;  but  wliieh  niiw  ttiey  know  were  tbe 
first  sweet  tones  of  inexplii-iible  but  delightful  influ- 
cnve  of  that  voice,  nnoonfirmed  as  yet,  and  una»<ure()| 
whose  more  consummate  expression  charmed  and  au9> 
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pended  t)ie  soal  of  a  nation.  To  read  theHe  e»aayii 
now,  du;»i>[ioiuU  ynu  )K>nietvliat.  A«  Qnintilifin  says 
of  HurlrliKiiis,  Afportt  jtlaruint  aiiqiiid  eo  di«t-jUe 
q\ud  Iftfrntft  iton  invtmrnMr.  Some  kjii.-]!  tbt-rt'  vena 
iu  the  spoken  word  which  the  rt-adt-r  tinui;.-'.  To  liixl 
tht?  Hecrct  of  Uiat  spell,  vou  must  recall  the  voulh  of 
Wt'bHter.  Beloved  fondly,  and  appreciated  hy  tliat 
circle  as  much  as  by  any  uudivnce,  larger,  more  ex- 
aciinf^,  niorv  various,  and  morv  Rt,  whtt-li  arterwnrtU 
he  found  anywhi-re;  known  to  be  manly,  just,  pure, 
(;encn>ii!i,  ufTitclionate;  known  and  felt  by  liis  »lrung 
will,  bis  hi^h  nun-s  hb<  onnmiaiiding  chai'ucter,  hia 
uncommon  and  difficult  studies;  lie  had  every  heart's 
wurmcst  gocid  wish  witli  him  when  he  rose ;  and  then, 
when,  unchecked  by  any  very  severe  thei>ry  of  taste, 
unoppressed  by  any  dread  of  saying  something  in- 
compatible with  his  place  and  fame,  or  unequal  to 
himself,  he  just  unlocked  the  deep  spring  of  that 
ctucjULUt  feeling,  whirh,  in  eonuection  with  liu  power 
uf  nu-re  inlellcci,  vtaa  such  a  Dtupendon^  psyidiologieal 
iny^'ery,  and  gave  heart  and  *oul,  not  to  the  conduct 
of  nn  afgunient,  or  the  investigation  and  display  of 
a  truth  of  the  reason,  but  to  a  fervid,  beautiful,  and 
prolonged  emotion,  to  grief,  to  eulogj-.  to  the  patriot- 
ism of  scholars,  —  why  need  wo  doubt  or  wonder,  as 
they  looked  on  that  presiding  brow,  the  eye  large, 
sad,  unworldly,  iuenpable  to  be  fathomed,  the  lip  and 
chin,  whose  firmness  as  of  chiselled,  perfect  murhle, 
profonndcst  sensibility'  ulunc  caused  ever  to  tremble, 
why  wonder  at  the  trailitious  of  the  charm  which 
tltey  owned,  and  the  fume  which  tliey  even  then  pre- 
dicted ? 

Ui»  college  life  closed  in  1801.     For  the  statetncot 
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that  he  had  thought  of  selecting  the  profession  of 
theology,  the  surviving  momW-ra  of  his  fumily,  hie 
son  and  his  broUiLT-iii-liiw,  aissnrv  ini;  tliat  tlirra  is  no 
fonndalion.  Certainly,  )io  began  at  once  the  titudy 
of  the  law.  and,  intcmtpled  only  by  the  nccesAity  of 
teaching  an  academy  a  few  months,  with  which  h^ 
united  the  pecrealion  of  recording  deeds,  he  prose- 
cuted it  at  Salisbury  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Thonipsoiit 
and  at  Button  in  the  uBii-o  of  Mr.  Gore,  until  March. 
1805,  when,  resisting  the  »liarp  temptation  of  a  clerk- 
ship, and  an  anniiat  ^alary  of  tifteen  hiitidnxl  dollars, 
he  »'as  ailmitted  to  the  bar. 

And  MO  he  ha-i  pnt  on  t)te  robe  of  manhood,  and 
has  come  to  do  the  work  of  life.  Of  his  youth  there 
is  no  need  to  say  more.  It  had  been  pure,  happy, 
strenuona ;  in  oiany  things  privUeged.  The  tnflii- 
ence  of  home,  of  his  father,  and  the  excellent  mother, 
and  that  noble  brother,  whom  he  loved  so  dearly,  and 
mourned  with  such  sorrow, —  the^c  inlluences  on  his 
heart,  principlv^,  irill,aini8,  were  elevated  and  strong. 
At  an  early  age,  comparatively,  the  then  great  i\\»- 
tinctkin  of  liberal  education  was  hU.  Hia  college 
life  was  brilliant  and  without  a  stain ;  and  in  moving 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  ^Ir.  Gore  presented  him  as 
one  of  oxli-aordinMry  promise. 

"  WitU  |■^o*I>t^c)*  liriuht,  upun  tlie  wartd  he  eun«,^ 
l*ilfv  loT«  of  rirtu*r,  (Inmit  ilrare  ■>f  fnni« : 
M«fi  valch^  ilw  niiy  hit  \oUj  niiml  would  lake, 
And  kll  fWTlalil  (lie  iirQjtiVM  li«  WQuId  malif^" 

And  yet,  if  on  nome  day,  as  that  season  was  drawing 
to  its  clone,  it  had  l>een  foretold  to  him,  that  before 
his  life,  prolonged  to  little  more  than  threescore  years 
and  ten,  should  end.  be  should  see  that  country,  in 
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which  he  was  coming  to  act  his  part,  expnndod  tumrs 
A  continent ;  ihc  ihirtvcn  States  of  1801  mulliiilied 
to  tliirty-otiu  ;  the  territory  of  the  North<wi>st  and  the 
great  valley  below  sown  full  of  those  star*  of  einpiiv  ; 
llie  ^li.iiiiistiijipi  forded,  and  the  Sabine  and  Kio  0  rande, 
a»d  the  Neuces ;  the  ponderous  gateii  of  the  Roeky 
Muiintitiiiti  upene<I  to  chtit  no  more  ;  the  great  Iran- 
qutl  sea  become  our  sea;  her  area  «cveii  times  lai^cr, 
her  people  five  tinted  more  in  number  ;  titat  through 
nil  (.'Xpeneitce^  of  trial,  the  niadne«!t  of  party,  the 
iojugtice  of  foreign  powers,  the  vast  enlargement  of 
her  horderH.  the  antagonisms  of  interior  interest  and 
feeling,  —  the  spirit  of  natiouality  would  grow  slrunger 
atill  and  more  plastic;  that  Uio  tide  of  Aincrican 
feeling  would  run  ever  fuller ;  that  her  agriculture 
would  grow  more  Hcicutific  ;  her  art«  more  various 
Biu)  instructed,  uikI  better  rewarded  ;  her  commi-rco 

Iringed  to  ii  wider  and  still  widir  flight;  (Imt  th« 
she  would  play  in  human  affairii  would  grow  no- 
U«r  ever,  and  more  recognized ;  that  in  this  vai>t 
growth  nf  national  gn-atnemt  lime  would  he  found  for 
the  higher  necensities  of  the  soul ;  that  her  popular 
and  her  higher  education  would  go  on  advancing ; 
that  her  charities  and  all  Iwr  enterprises  of  philan- 
thropy would  g<»  on  enlarging  ;  that  her  age  of  lettered 
glory  should  Rnd  its  auspicious  dawn,  —  and  then  it 
had  heeu  also  foretold  him  ihat  even  so,  with  her 
growth  and  strength,  should  his  fame  grow  niid  bo 
eatahlii<hed  and  eheriithed,  there  where  clie  should 
garner  tip  her  heart ;  that  by  long  gradationii  of  seiv 
vice  and  labor  he  should  rtne  to  bo,  before  he  should 
taate  of  death,  of  the  peerless  among  her  great  ones ; 

liat  he  sliould  win  the  double  honor,  and  wear  the 
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doithlv  wrenth  of  iinofeiwiomil  wid  public  siipramacy  [ 
that  hi;  kIioiiI*!  liecome  her  wisest  to  oonnsel  ami  her 
most  elnquent  to  perstiade  ;  that  he  should  coiue  to 
be  called  the  Defender  at  the  Constitution  and  the 
pR'scrvcr  of  honontbk  peace  ;  that  th«  "austere glory 
of  eufTi-nug  "  to  buvi:  thv  Union  shoutil  be  his  ;  that 
hi.-*  dentil,  nt  the  »uminit  of  greatness,  on  the  verge 
of  a  ri|j«  and  veneiuble  age,  nhonld  he  di»tingui»hv<l, 
leas  by  Hiv  lUg^  at  half-nmNt  on  «(!«aii  and  lake,  le^H 
by  tlie  niinntf-giin.  less  by  the  pnblie  prncemHion  and 
the  appointed  eulogy,  thau  by  eudden  paleness  over- 
spreading all  fiicfs,  by  gushing  (cars,  by  sorrow, 
thoughtful,  boding,  silent,  the  sense  of  desolateness, 
as  if  renown  and  grace  were  dt-ad,  — as  if  the  hunt- 
er's path,  and  the  sailor's,  in  the  great  solitude  of 
wilderness  or  sea,  lienoeforward  werw  more  lonely  and 
less  safe  than  before,  —  had  this  prediction  been  whis- 
pered, how  calmly  had  that  perfect  sobriety  of  mind 
put  it  all  aside  as  a  pernicious  or  idle  dream!  Yet, 
in  the  fullilniont  of  that  prediction  in  told  the  rcmnio- 
ing  ston-  of  his  life. 

It  dues  not  come  within  the  plan  which  I  bars 
markt^'il  out  fur  this  discourae  to  repeat  tlie  incidents 
of  that  subsequent  history.  The  more  oonspicuons 
are  known  to  you  and  tJie  whole  American  world. 
]tliunter  detAils  the  time  does  not  permit,  nor  the  oc- 
casion refjuire.  Some  quite  general  views  of  what 
he  bi'caniB  and  achieved  :  some  attempt  to  appreciate 
that  iiitvlluctual  power,  anil  force  of  will,  and  elabo- 
rate culture,  and  that  power  of  eloquence,  so  splendid 
and  It!  mark  able,  by  which  he  wrought  his  work  ;  some 
tnbut«  to  the  endearing  and  noble  jMirts  of  his  ohar- 
aotcr ;  and  some  attempt  to  vindicate  the  political 
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morality  hy  which  hia  public  life  v&a  guid«d,  even  to 
its  taut  greiit  act,  are  all  that  I  proixme,  and  much 
more  than  I  can  liope  worthily  to  a«conii>!ish. 

Ill  coming,  then,  to  conaidor  what  he  hdcnme  and 
achieved.  I  have  nlwaya  thought  it  waa  not  eatty  lo 
lay  too  much  Ktress.  in  the  first  place,  nn  that  realiza- 
tion of  what  might  have  hceii  rcgUT<Jcd  inconipalihle 
forma  of  superiority,  nod  lh»t  cxcm pi iR cation  of  what 
might  have  Itct-n  regarded  incuinpitlihie  gifts  op 
auquiivmcnU  —  "  rai'«  iti  Uicir  wparHtt,'  excellence, 
wonderful  in  their  special  comhluatiou "  —  which 
meet  us  in  him  evcrywlicrc.  Rcmtirk,  first,  that  emi- 
Jieucc  —  rare,  if  not  unprecc-dented — of  tho  fir«t 
rate,  in  tlie  two  siibiitnntially  dixtinvt  om)  unkindrcd 
proftfssinu'^,  —  th;il  of  tlic  law,  and  thut  of  puhlic 
,  iifc.  In  iiurveyiitg  that  ultimaUi  and  fint^hcd  great- 
as  in  which  lie  i«(and!«  before  yon  In  hi^  full  stjiture 
and  al.  hi»  bent,  tliiii  double  and  blended  eminence  is 
the  first  thing  that  fises  the  eye,  and  the  last.  When 
lie  died  he  was  fii-st  of  American  lawyers,  and  fii-st  of 
American  statesmen.  In  both  characters  he  contin- 
ued —  discharging  the  foremost  part  in  each  —  down 
to  the  fulling  of  tlic  itwful  curtain.  Iloth  characters 
he  kept  distinct,  —  the  h»bit*i  of  mind,  the  form!;  of 
reiiMining,  the  nittiire  of  the  pi-oi)f!t,  the  style  of  elo- 
quence. Neither  hurt  nor  ciiangcil  tlie  other.  How 
much  his  undcrMtandiiig  wan  "(juickened  and  invigr^ 
rated  "  by  the  law,  I  havi^  often  heard  him  acknowl* 
edge  and  eicplaiii.  But  how,  in  apite  of  ,tlie  law, 
waH  that  mind,  by  other  felicity,  and  other  oultiire, 
"opeiie<l  and  liheralixed"  also  I  How  few  of  what 
are  Ciilli-d  the  had  inteltectnal  habits  of  the  bar  lie 
carried  into  the  diitieit  of  otatesuianshipl     IIU  lutor- 
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pn-tatioim  of  the  fioiistitiition  und  of  treatiesi ;  his 
cxjio^itioiiit  of  public  law.  —  how  little  do  yon  find  in 
them,  where,  if  anywhere,  you  would  expect  it.  of 
the  mere  ingenuity,  the  moving  of  **  vorniiculat« 
questions,"  the  word-catching,  tho  scholiwtic  subtlety 
which,  in  Hie  phrtistt  uf  hie  iDuRturnhl«  quotntiuu, 

"  Can  ac-VFr  anil  dirxtio 
A  hair  "Iwixt  north  •nd  oonli-imt  lide."  — 

ascribed  by  ^ntiro  to  tlic  profession  :  and  how  much 
of  Its  truvr  function,  und  nobler  power  of  ciilling, 
history,  Inn^nm^e.  the  moial  Mei)limL*ntM,  reason,  com- 
mon 8en»c.  the  high  spirit  of  m.i^niiiiiiiious  untion- 
alily,  to  the  nfiireli  of  truth  !  Mow  liiile  do  we  find  in 
bis  politics  of  another  bud  habit  of  thi^  profe^^^ion.  the 
worst  "idol  of  the  cave,"  a  moibid,  iinreiisuning,  and 
regretful  passion  for  the  past,  lli.tt  hfiids  nnd  weeps 
over  the  stream,  running  irreverwbly.  because  it  will 
not  return,  and  will  not  jiaiise,  and  give^  hack  to 
vanity  every  hour  a  changed  and  ]es»  beautiful  face  ! 
We  ascribe  to  him  certainly  a  sober  and  conservative 
habit  uf  mind,  and  such  he  had.  ^uch  a  habit  the 
study  and  practice  of  the  law  doubtless  does  not  im- 
pair. Bnt  his  was  my  Lord  Bacon's  eonser%'a  tiara. 
He  liebi  with  hitn,  "that  antiquity  desorvelh  this 
revereuee,  that  men  should  make  a  inland  theren[»on. 
and  discover  what  ia  the  beat  way  ;  but  when  the 
discovery  is  well  taken,  then  to  make  progression." 
lie  %yould  keep  the  Union  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, not  OS  a  relic,  a  memorial,  a  tradition.  —  not  for 
what  it  has  done,  though  that  kindled  his  gratitude 
und  excited  his  ad  mi  ration,  bnt  for  what  it  is  now  and 
hereafter  to  do,  when  adapted  by  a  wise  praotjcal 
phih^ophy  to  a  wider  and  higher  area,  to  larger  num- 
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bew,  to  severer  and  more  glorious  pmbation.  Who 
better  than  he  has  grasped  nml  dMplHyod  the  tidvanc- 
iii<;  t«udonciea  and  eiilAfging  diittt-s  of  America? 
.Who  has  caught — whose  eloquence,  whotso  gcuiuK. 
whose  couiwels,  have  caught  more  acleqiiAtvl}r  the 
genuiDe  iniipiration  nf  oiir  di-Hti'iiy  7  Who  h»»  better 
exfkountled  by  what  moral  and  [iruilcritial  policy,  by 
what  improved  culture  of  heart  and  reason,  by  what 
true  worship  of  God.  by  what  good  faith  to  nil  otber 
iiutions.  the  daugers  of  that  destiny  may  W  dinarmod. 
and  its  large  promise  laid  hold  on  ? 

And  while  the  lawyer  did  not  hurt  the  stat«Hraftn. 
Itie  statesman  did  not  hurt  the  lawyer.  Jilore ;  the 
statesman  did  not  modify,  did  not  unrobe,  did  not 
lin^e,  the  lawyer.  It  would  not  be  to  him  tliat  the 
epigram  could  have  application,  where  the  old  Latin 
satirist  makes  the  client  complain  tluit  his  lawsuit  i^ 
concerning  tre«  eaj>fU(P,  —  tiinnt  kids;  and  that  )ua 
advocate,  with  large  disdain  of  them,  is  haninguing 
with  loud  voice  and  both  hnndis  about  the  slaughtvrs 
of  Ciiintie.  the  war  of  Milhridat«!S  the  perjiirii^s  of 
Hannibal.  I  onnhl  never  detect  that  in  hbi  diAcns- 
ftions  of  law  he  did  not  just  as  much  recognize  au- 
thority, ju^t  Hs  anxiously  seek  for  adjudications  old 
and  new  in  his  favor,  just  as  closely  sift  them  and 
collate  them,  that  he  might  bring  them  to  his  side  if 
be  could,  or  leave  them  ambiguous  and  harmless  if  he 
could  not :  that  he  did  not  just  as  rigorously  obt^-rve 
the  peculiar  mode  which  that  science  eniploy»  in 
passing  from  the  known  to  the  unknown,  the  peoidiar 
lopic  of  the  law,  as  if  b*  had  never  investigawd  any 
other  than  legal  truth  by  any  other  organon  than 
legal  logic  in  his  life.     Pcculiurili«M  of  legal  reaaon- 
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iiig  lie  certainly  ha<l,  belon^^iig  lo  thu  jK-cuIiar  struct' 
nre  and  vast  power  of  his  niitti) ;  mare  origiiml 
thought,  more  discourse  of  principles,  l&ts  of  tiwl 
iiit-r«  «ubtk-l_v  of  analysiw  which  is  not  restrained  by 
giMil  KOuwe,  and  the  high«r  power  of  duly  temi>eriiig 
luid  <-oniI)iiiing  one  truth  in  a  practicnl  science  with 
other  trvicha,  from  absurdity  or  tniti^hief;  but  still  it 
waa  all  strict  and  exact  k-giil  reasonin;;.  Th«  long 
habit  of  employiii-j  th«  more  j"ii>ii!(ir  meUiod»,  the 
probable  ond  phni.tibUr  conji>ctm-es  the  approximn- 
tJonm  the  compminiseK  of  dt-liberative  discmuuon,  did 
iiol  seem  to  have  left  the  least  trace  on  his  vocjibu- 
lary.  or  his  reiisonings,  or  his  demeanor.  No  doubt, 
as  «  part  of  his  whole  culture,  it  helped  to  give  en- 
largement and  general  power  and  elevation  of  mitld; 
but  the  sivccl  stream  passed  under  the  bitter  sea,  the 
l)itt«r  sea  prc»se<l  on  the  sweet  stream,  and  each  flowed 
unniint^U-d,  nnchiin^ed  iti  liLftv  or  color. 

I  Imvc  said  tiiat  this  double  eminence  \*  Tan\  if  not 
unprecedented.  We  do  no  justice  to  Mr.  Webster,  it 
we  do  not  keep  this  ever  in  mind.  How  ninny  exem* 
plificiitions  of  it  do  you  find  in  Wrilish  public  life? 
The  Etirl  of  Chatham,  litirkc.  Fox.  Sheridan,  Wind- 
liam,  I'ilt,  Orattan,  Canning.  I*e*'l,  —  wei-e  lliey  also, 
or  any  one,  ttie  acknowledged  leader  in  Westminster 
Hall  or  on  the  circuit?  And,  on  the  other  liand, 
would  you  SUV  tliat  tho  mere  ])ar]iamentary  career  of 
Mansfield,  or  Thurlow,  or  Dunning,  or  Erskine.  or 
Cuniden,  or  Curran,  would  compare  in  duration,  con- 
stancy, variety  of  effort,  Ihe  range  of  topics  discussed, 
the  fulness,  extent,  and  affluence  of  the  dL8CUs.sion, 
the  inllnenee  exerted,  the  sjiaco  lilled,  the  wnatoiinl 
chantcter   completely   realized — with   his?     la   our 
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own  public  life  it  is  ewuer  to  find  a  piiroUel.  Great 
uiiini'^  ci'uwd  on  uh  in  ench  drpurtinrnt ;  |:;rcator,  or 
ia*tTv.  luvi><],  or  more  vi-iivrable,  nu  uii»m1i(  ohii  h}iow'. 
But  how  few  uvun  livre  Imvv  gatlir-rtHl  the  double 
wii;iith  and  the  hleiidecl  famel 

And  notv.  having  olwerved  the  fact  of  this  corohi- 
nalioii  of  quality  and  excvtlence  scarcely  computibte, 
iuiipect  for  a  moment  each  by  it^vlf. 

The  pmfejisioiirtl  life  of  Mr,  Wtbslcr  begiiii  in  tlie 
fiprin;;  of  lS4i).  It  may  nut  be  s<iid  to  have  ended 
nnti]  he  died ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  happened  to 
him  to  appear  in  court,  fur  the  friiil  uf  a  c<iu«',  after 
bia  ai^iiiiieiit  "f  the  (ioodyenr  patent  fur  improve- 
tiient«  in  th©  jireparation  of  India-rubber,  in  Trcntou, 
in  March,  lKo2. 

'Ihere  I  »a\\\  and  last  heard  liiui.  Tlw!  thirty-four 
yearn  which  had  elapsed  since,  a  member  of  tliis  Col- 
lege, at  home  for  lieallh.  1  tii-st  saw  and  heard  liira  in 
tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Maiii>achuiiett«.  in  itie  county 
of  Kiwex.  defending  Jackman,  accueed  of  the  robbery 
of  Goodrich,  bad  in  almost  all  things  changed  him. 
Tbe  raven  biur,  the  vigorous,  full  frame  and  firm 
tread,  thu  eminent  but  severe  beauty  of  the  eounte- 
iiunec,  not  yet  sealed  with  the  middle  age  of  man, 
the  exuber.int  dcmonsl ration  of  all  sorts  of  power, 
which  80  marked  him  at  first, -^  for  these,  a^  once 
they  were.  1  explored  in  vain.  Yet  how  far  higher 
was  the  interest  tliat  attended  him  now :  his  sixty- 
uiiie  years  robed,  aa  it  were,  with  honor  and  with 
love,  with  associations  of  great  service  done  to  the 
Mtnte,  and  of  great  fume  gathered  and  safe ;  and  then 
the  perfect  mastery  of  the  cause  in  its  legal  and  scicn- 
ttfic   prinutpliMf  and  in  all  its  fact*;   the  admii-ahle 
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clearnfiia  und  order  in  >vbicb  bis  propoiutioii»  u'ere 
ndviiiiocJ  successively;  the  power,  the  occasional 
high  cthiciil  tone,  the  oppropriut*  vluqiicncv.  by 
which  tlioy  wvrc  uiiidu  prohublc  aii<I  pcixiuuiivc  to  tbe 
judiciiLl  reaaun, — tiK-tsu  »unoiiiiii'd  the  knticr  of  the 
American  liai-,  with  every  faoully  and  wary  aoooin- 
plishmeiit,  by  which  he  had  won  tliat  pnmd  title, 
wholly  uninipaiied ;  tbe  eye  not  dim  nor  the  nalunil 
force  abated. 

1  c.-»nnot  here  and  now  trace,  with  any  minuleneea, 
the  course  of  Mr.  Webster  ot  tlio  bar  during  these 
forty-ciglit  ycuis  from  the  opening  of  bis  o£Qce  in 
Iloscawcii ;  nor  couvi-y  luiy  impression  whntvver  of 
the  iiggrugatt*  of  labor  whivh  tbul  course  imposed  ;  or 
of  the  inlcllccttml  power  which  it  exacted  ;  nor  iudi- 
eatc  tile  slugvs  of  his  rise  ;  nor  define  the  time  when 
hi«  ])ositioi)  at  the  sumuiil  of  the  profession  may  be 
said  to  have  become  eoniplctely  vindicated.  Vnu 
know,  in  genei-al,  that  he  began  lite  practice  of  the 
law  in  New  Haniptihire  in  tlie  spring  of  1806  ;  that 
he  proseeuled  it.  here,  in  its  severest  school,  with 
great  diligence,  and  brilliaut  success,  among  coio- 
pi-lilors  of  larger  experience  and  of  oonsunimat« 
ability,  luitil  IKIC;  llmt  he  then  removed  lo  M<t.ssa- 
chusetts,  Hud  that  there,  in  the  courts  of  Uiut  8ute, 
and  of  other  State:*,  and  in  those  of  the  general  gov> 
enniient^  and  e^peeially  in  the  Supreme  Court  sitting 
at  Washington,  he  pursued  it  as  the  calling  by  which 
hfl  was  to  earn  his  daily  bread,  until  he  died.  You 
know,  indeed,  that  he  dirl  nut  pureue  it  exactly  iw 
one  puniues  it  who  coufitics  himself  to  an  office;  nnd 
SL'eks  to  do  the  curivut  uiid  miscellttncous  business  of 
a  eiugle  bar.    His  professional  employ  incut,  tut  I  haw 
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often  lieard  him  say,  was  v«ry  much  the  preparation 
of  opinions  ou  inijtortant  qiieation>i,  presented  from 
every  part  of  tlte  couiitr)- ;  and  the  trial  of  cau;>es. 

This  kind  of  profesfiioua]  life  allowed  hini  seasonable 
[rVacations  ;  nnd  it  accommodated  itself  somewliut  to 
the  exacliuiis  of  his  othi-r  and  public  life.  Uut  it 
was  all  one  Ion};  and  continued  praL-licv  of  thv  law ; 
thi;  profc».iionHl  obtiniolvr  wu»  never  put  off;  nur  Uie 
prufusMunal  mbu  lung  unworn  tu  the  Iiutt. 

You  know,  too,  \h»  ehametcr  iw  a  jurist.  TltiH 
topic  bus  l>een  recently  and  Ncgjunitely  tn-nt«d,  willi 
gn-at  »)>ility,  by  one  in  a  high  cU-griM;  con)pet«ut  to 
the  tajik, —  the  lal«  ieanied  Chief  Juiitice  of  New 
Uampidiii'e.  now  I'l-ofea^or  of  Ww  at  ('nnibridge ; 
and  it  ne«ds  no  addillonnl  iUu^tnition  from  nic.  Vet, 
let  me  say,  tJiat  herein,  abo,  Lho  first  ibiiig  whicli 
striken  you  is  the  union  of  diverge,  and,  as  I  have 
■aid,  wliAt  might  have  bt-c-n  regarded  incompatible 
Fsxcellences.  I  shiill  .tuhmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
universal  American  bar,  if  a  carefully  i>repared  opin- 
ion of  -Mr  Webtiter,  on  any  quention  of  law  whatever 
in  the  whole  range  of  our  jurisprudence,  would  not 
be  accepted  everywhere  as  of  the  must  commaixting 
authority,  and  as  the  highest  evidence  of  legal  truth? 
I  suboiit  it  to  that  siinie  jwlginent,  if  for  many  yeara 
before  his  death,  they  would  not  have  rather  chosen 
to  intrust  the  luaiiilcnHnco  and  enforcement  of  any 

iportant  proposition  of  law  whatever,  before  any 
egal  tribunal  of  obaructcr  whatever,  to  his  best  exer- 
tion o{  his  facullivK,  th»n  to  any  other  ability  which 
tile  whole  w«ullh  of  tliu  profeWon  could  supply? 
And  ihiit  alone  oonipleteM  (he  description  of  ii  law- 

ar  and  a  foreuaie  orator  of  the  first  rutv  ;  but  it  does 
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uot  complelo  (lie  description  of  hU  professional  cbar- 
ttctcr.  By  the  side  of  all  this,  so  to  speak,  there  was 
tliitt  whole  eluss  of  (jualities  which  miuU'  him  for 
uiiy  dosfriptiuu  of  triul  hy  jury  whutcvcr,  ciimtniil  or 
uivil,  by  even  h  iiion^  univei^iil  usNciit,  foremoet.  Fur 
iKut  fonii  of  li-iiil  iio  faculty  wdii  uiuiited  or  rieedlp»»; 
but  you  were  moitt  struck  there  to  see  the  unrivalled 
iegul  reason  put  off.  as  it  were,  and  reappear  in  the 
furiu  of  a  rohust  common  seuse  and  eloquent  feeling, 
applying  itself  to  an  exciting  subject  of  business ; 
to  see  the  knowledjjc  uf  men  and  life  by  which  the 
fulsehuud  and  vcrueity  of  wiluc«ses,  tht;  proliithilitivn 
and  improbahilitiea  uf  traiDiaetions  an  sworn  to,  were 
(li.tccrned  in  a  moment;  the  direct,  phiiu,  forcible 
Kpcech;  the  conxuinmiLtc  narrulive,  a  dopurtniunt 
whieh  he  had  paitii-iilarly  cnllivalcd,  and  in  which 
MO  man  ever  excelled  liim;  the  easy  and  pei'fect 
analyf>is  hy  which  hi:  conveyed  his  side  of  the  cause 
to  the  mind  of  the  jury;  the  occasional  gush  of 
strong  feeling,  indignation,  or  pity;  the  masterly, 
yet  natural  way.  in  which  all  the  moral  emotions  of 
which  his  cjiuj-e  was  susceptible  were  called  to  use, 
the  occasional  sovereignty  of  dictation  to  which  his 
convictions  seemed  spun  Ian eously  to  rise.  His  etTorts 
in  trials  hy  jury  cumpuKc  ii  more  tnidiliunal  and  cva- 
nvsrent  part  of  hi«  prufe»!sional  repuutiun  than  bis 
nr);nnientH  on  qnc»liuns  of  law;  hut  1  almost  think 
tlioy  wcri?  IiIm  mijjhtiest  prufcesiuual  ditplays,  or  dis- 
phiyi*  of  any  kind,  afler  all. 

One  tfuch  I  stood  in  a  relation  to  wilne^s  with  a 
cnmparalively  eaay  cuiiosily.  and  yet  with  intimate 
and  professional  knowledge  of  all  the  emhari'a««- 
menta  of  the  case.     It  was  the  tiial  of  John   FrancU 
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Kiiapp.  charged  with  bcinjj  presviit,  nidiitg,  aiul  abet- 
ting iQ  the  toiirder  of  Jusvph  White,  iti  wbicli  Mr. 
Webster  conducted  the  jiruiwcutiini  I'ur  tlie  Cominori- 
weultb, — ill  the  Kiimo  yt-nr  willi  bis  reply  to  Mr. 
Ilnvtie.  in  thv  Sciiutv  nml  a  fuw  niuiitli«  latvr,  — oml 
vrbciL  I  bring  to  mind  thv  incidents  of  that  trial ; 
th«  nc<;e»»it_v  of  proving  tlmt  th«  pristoner  wa*  near 
vnnitgh  to  the  chamber  in  which  the  murder  was 
being  committed  by  another  band  to  aid  in  the  act, 
and  was  there  with  the  intention  to  do  so,  and  ihiu 
iu  point  of  law  did  aid  in  it  —  because  mere  accesso- 
rial guilt  was  not  enough  to  convict  him  ;  the  diffi- 
culty of  proving  this —  because  the  nearest  point  to 
which  the  evidence  could  trace  bint  was  still  so  dis- 
tant an  to  wanant  a  pretty  formidable  doubt  whether 
nipi-e  curiosity  had  not  carried  bim  thither  i  and 
whether  he  could  in  any  useful  or  ev«ii  concvivublu 
niunin>r  have  cooperated  with  ihu  actufil  niurdvrcr,  if 
he  bud  iutviidcd  to  do  jf);  and  hecuuHe  the  only  mods 
of  rendering  it  probable  that  lit;  wad  there  with  a 
pHrjjosc  of  guilt  was  by  showing  that  he  was  one  of 
Oi«  parlies  to  a  conspiracy  of  murder,  whose  very 
cxistenci.\  actors,  and  object*,  hail  lo  be  made  out  by 
thv  collation  of  tlie  widc.'^t  poK^ible  range  of  circum- 
stances—  some  of  them  pretty  loose  ;  and  even  if  be 
was  a  conspirator,  it  did  not  qnite  necessarily  follow 
that  any  active  participation  was  assigned  to  hiui  for 
liiii  part,  any  more  than  to  his  brother,  who,  con- 
feii«edly  took  no  such  part  —  the  great  number  of 
witnesses  to  be  examined  ami  cross-exam iiu'd,  a  duty 
devolving  wholly  on  hiiu  ;  tlio  quick  and  sound  judg- 
ment demniidcd  and  supplied  to  det^-rmine  what  to 
Use  and  wliut  to  reject  of  a  moss  of  rather  unmaiiage- 
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Able  materiab;  the  points  in  tlie  taw  of  evidence  to 
be  argued  —  in  tlic  cour»«  of  which  he  made  mi  »]>• 
peal  to  the  Bcncli  on  the  complete  impunity  which 
the  rejection  of  the  prisoner's  eonfe««ion  would  give 
to  the  iiiiirder,  in  ii  style  of  dignity  and  energj-,  I 
shoidd  rather  say  of  grundciii-.  which  I  never  heard 
biin  equal  befoi-e  or  after;  the  high  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  every  part  of  the  dcfeitoe  was  con- 
ducted ;  and  the  giuut  Gnal  summing  up  to  which  be 
brought,  and  in  wliieli  he  needeil,  tlie  utmost  exer- 
tion of  every  fiicully  lie  poissossed  to  )icr»uade  the 
jnry  that  the  oidigHtion  of  tliat  duty  the  aeiuc  of 
which,  he  said,  "puwued  us  ever:  it  is  oniniprese&l 
like  the  IJeity:  if  we  take  the  winga  of  the  morning 
and  dwell  in  ttic  nttevmo»t  partn  of  the  sea.  duty 
performed  or  duty  violated  is  stili  with  us  for  our 
happiness  or  misery"  —  to  persuade  them  that  thiti 
ohligtttioii  demanded  that  on  his  i»roofs  they  should 
convict  the  prisoner:  to  which  he  brought  first  the 
profound  belief  of  his  guilt,  without  wliiuh  he  could 
nut  h»v«  proHcciitcd  him  ;  then  skill  ounsunimate  in 
in!>piring  thcin  witi)  a  <leHire  or  a  willingness  to  b> 
instruinenCal  in  detecting  thut  guilt ;  and  (o  lean  on 
him  in  the  effort  to  deti'ct  it ;  then  every  resource  of 
profesaional  ability  to  break  the  force  of  the  proposi* 
tioos  of  the  defence,  and  to  estfihlish  the  truth  of  his 
own:  iiifemng  a  conspiracy  to  %vhich  the  prisoner 
WHS  H  piirty,  from  circumstances  acutely  ridiculed  by 
tlie  able  eouuHel  opposing  him  aa  *' Stuff  "^  but 
woven  liy  him  into  strong  and  uniform  tissue  ;  aud 
then  bridging  nvor  from  the  conKpiracy  to  the  not 
very  necessary  inference  that  the  particular  cons]>ira- 
tor  on  trial  was  at  bis  post,  ia  execution  of  it,  to  aid 
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Bud  nbet  —  the  picture  uf  the  luiirdei-  with  which  be 
btgiui-~i]ot  for  rlietorical  dLsjilay,  but  to  inHpire 
iricninity  and  horror,  ami  a  det^ire  to  detect  and 
piuisb  for  justice  and  for  Becurity  ;  the  sublime  ex- 
liOrUitioQ  to  duly  with  which  he  clotted  —  resting  on 
the  luiiversiilitY.  aud  sutboritativeness,  and  etentity 
of  ilH  obligation  —  which  left  in  every  juror's  mind 
Uie  impression  that  it  was  the  duty  of  convicting  in 
tl)i*  p>rtioular  case  the  sense  of  which  would  he  with 
bin  in  th«  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  judginvnt,  and 
forever — with  these nreollcclions  of  that  trial  1  uai)- 
iwlhelp  thinking  it  a  inoit;  difficult  itnd  higher  cfforl 
nf  mind  than  that  tiioi-c  fimiuuj^  "  Oration  for  the 

ll  would  be  not  unple^sing  nor  iiiAppropriale  to 
piiBe,  and  recall  the  names  of  ftonic  of  that  8U0C«a- 
■On  of  competitors   by  whose   rivalry   the   several 
**»gM  of  his  professional  life  were  honored  and  ex- 
•tiwd ;  and  of  some  of  the  eminent  judicial  persons 
*)io  presided  over  Uiat  various  and  high  contention, 
i^iine  KCarccly  permits  this ;  but  in  the  briefest  notice 
iiaiut  take  occasion   tu  sny  that  perhaps  the  most 
fcnporlant  inllnence— certninly   th»  nm^t  inipurtant 
nrly  intluence  —  on  his  professional  tniits  and  for- 
tunes was  that  exerted  by  the  great  general  abilities, 
impressive  eltiiriicter,  and  legal  genius  of  Mr.  Mason. 
Who  he  was  you  all  know.     How  much  the  juris- 
prudenee   of   New   llanijKshire   owes   to  him :   what 
deep   Uat-fti   he   left   on    it;    how   much   he   did   to 
promote  the  culture,  and  to  preserve  the  inti'grily, 
of  the  old  common  law ;  to  adapt  it  to  your  wants. 
and  your   institutions ;   aud   to   constnu^t   a  system 
of  practice  by  which  it  was  administered  with  ex- 
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traordinart'  energy  and  efFeotivvncut  for  the  diMOTerj 
of  trutli,  and  the  enrorceint-nt  of  right;  you  of  tli« 
legnl  'i>rofei»i{)n  of  thia  Stale  will  ever  be  |)ix>ud 
to  ucknuwledge.  Another  forum  in  a  neighboring 
cominoiiweallh  witnessed  and  profited  by  the  but  la- 
liiii'.-s  mill  enlarged  studies  of  tliL*  conmiinmittc  biwyer 
Hiid  pracliiK-r:  mid  at  an  earlier  day  thv  Suuntv,  tiie 
country,  hud  ret'ogiiizod  bU  vast  praotioiil  wisdom 
and  Kagiu-ity,  the  fruit  of  the  liigbcst  inlelleclual 
endowment^  Riatiiitid  thought,  and  profound  observa- 
tion :  his  fidelity  to  the  obligations  of  that  party  con- 
nection to  which  he  was  attached ;  hia  fidelity  Uirough 
all  his  life,  still  more  conspicuous  and  still  more  ad- 
mirable, to  the  higher  obligations  of  a  considerate 
and  enlarged  patriotism,  lie  had  been  more  than 
fourteen  j'eara  at  the  bar,  when  Mr,  Webster  came  to 
it;  he  discerned  instantly  what  manner  of  man  his 
youthful  competitor  was;  he  admitted  him  to  bts 
intimate  friendship;  and  paid  him  iho  luiequivocal 
compliment,  and  did  him  the  real  kindnena,  of  eom- 
^)elliitg  him  to  the  utmost  exertion  of  hi»  diligence 
ami  e<)pac:ily  by  culling  out  ugaiiiHt  hiiu  all  U'u  own. 
"The  piiiprieties  of  tlii*  occasion"  —  the^ie  are  Mr. 
Welwtcr's  words  in  presenting  the  resolutions  of  the 
Suffolk  Uar  upon  Sir.  .Manon's  death  —  "compel  me, 
with  whatever  reluctance,  to  refrain  from  the  indiiU 
gence  of  the  personal  feelings  which  arise  in  my  heart 
uiHtn  the  death  of  one  with  whom  I  have  cnltivated- 
a  sincere,  affectionate,  and  unbroken  friendship,  from 
the  day  when  I  comuieiieei]  my  own  professional  ca- 
reer to  the  ehising  limir  of  his  life.  I  will  not  say  of 
th«  advantngcs  whidi  I  huve  derived  from  hi«  inter- 
cotirne  and   convorsution   nil    that   Mr.  Fox  aiud  of 
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Sdmaad  Bvb :  bat  I  am  bnond  to  taj.  Aatt  tt  mf 
ova  [■iifiMiium!  diw^iae  moi  ■HwiBfti.  wtutrrvr 
tbcT  nqr  be  I  owe  aadi  to  that  dem  mttnttitm  to 
the  (itielwrge  of  Bjr  iaHm  wUch  I  wm  ooibinIM  to 
|«T  fur  nine  tocacaiw  vean.  bva  d*;  to  rffn-.  tnr 
Mr.  M^t»t'»  dhttt  and  imwiw  an  at  Ik  mae  bar. 
I  nwt  ban  been  ■iiialilBfriil  JadwJ,  nat  to  bate 
kamed  imrtbing  brtm  the  '——*■■*  dbfli^  af  tbit 
powCTwhichllMiw— tb  n  iiiiiitoawJfceL" 
I  n-cVm  ant  to  Ih,  far  tfa  oariv  CMS  or  hs  fi^ 

Till  iiifl ifihi  liiiaiiil  mil  ■iiiiw|ihhiJnMirtij 

atkd  nrzt  to  tbew — aoaw  May  b^en  gmtor — i» 
tbal  of  Mr.  Joibee  Storjr.  TUt  ealiaaJi— y  per- 
•oabad  bet«adBittnl  to  tba  bar  in  Eansia 
Atoatta  ia  1W1 ;  aad  ba  wm  aagyiil,  ia  ais} 
b  a»  cnatT  of  BaeUi«baai  fa  tb»  SUte  biAn  Mr. 
Wcfartn  had  ■■iMii  bia  owu  itiliHibiMl 
pAlaeal  afiaigM 
aC  baiiab^ 

be  waab^niag  whb  aa  iaaaittik  a  i 
ifari 

,  IP  J^»»  ^r^  H^aal  •  a^d   it  «^  4>*«^ 

It  vaa  miftmaJ  too:  aad 

rafl 
acnnJ 
I  WaB«.ak».botfwd7:  awl  DeMa< 

i^  tba  famiatiim  aflai  «a«  sMd  aad  abncta-t 
MiibadMrflai|P*yia  tba 

lafttMbflft 
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hnitiflD  beji^ii  bo  solioit  us;  oth«r  con(«nttoii ;  hi<;her 
jmzw.  It  n-otild  be  quiti'  wUliiii  the  projirieties  of 
ttiw  iliseuiiKV  to  remoiiiber  tli«  i)artie«,  Bt  leant,  to 
snme  of  the  higher  C4tiite8,  by  which  his  ultiiciAte 
pi'of«)Hionnl  fmiie  wibi  hiiill  up;  even  if  I  could  not 
hope  to  convey  any  impression  of  the  novehy  and 
difficulty  of  the  queHtiona  which  they  involved,  or  of 
the  positive  addition  whiLh  the  argument,  and  judg- 
ntfiit,  inudu  lo  the  trcofiiires  of  our  comititulionul  and 
general  jurispnideuco.  But  there  is  only  one  of  which 
I  have  limo  to  «ay  any  thing,  and  that  is  the  ewse 
which  established  the  inviohibility  of  the  eharter  of 
Dartmouth  College  by  llic  Lfgi.-<latiire  of  the  State 
of  Nl'w  Ihrnipahira.  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
iu  the  year  XiiXd,  had  invaded  it«  charter.  A  nnit 
was  brought  to  test  their  validity.  It  was  tried  in 
tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  State ;  a  judgment  waa 
given  against  thn  College,  and  this  was  appealed  to 
the  Supreme  Federal  Court  by  n-rit  of  en-or.  Upon 
solemn  argument  the  charter  was  decided  to  be  a 
contract  whose  obligiition  a  State  may  not  impair ; 
the  acts  were  decided  to  be  invalid  as  an  attempt  to 
impair  it. and  yon  hold  yonrcharter  under  that  deuiwon 
tfi-ilny.  Ifow  nuioh  Mr.  Wcbstt-r  contrilmted  lo  that 
re-»ult,  how  uMK-h  the  effort  advance*!  liis  own  distinc* 
tion  at  the  bar,  you  all  know.  Well,  as  if  of  yes- 
terday, I  renipmbiT  how  it  was  written  home  fi-om 
Washington,  that  "  Mr,  Webster  closed  a  legal  argu- 
ment of  great  power  by  a  peroration  which  charmed 
and  melted  his  audience."  Often  since.  I  have  heard 
vnfjue  accounts,  not  much  more  satisfactory,  of  the 
speech  and  the  Kccne.  I  was  aware  that  the  report 
of  Ilia  iirguraeuti  ax  it  was  published,  did  not  contain 
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thv  aottml  peroralioii.  and  I  suppaseil  it  Imi  for  ever. 
By  th«  gfHat.  kiii(iiifi!i8  of  n  leanied  and  exc-i'll*;iit  per- 
son. Dr.  Cliaunpy  A.  Goodrich,  a  professor  in  Yale 
C!t>liege.  with  wliom  I  had  not  the  honor  of  acquaint- 
ance, although  hi*  virtues,  accomplish  men  ts.  and  most 
useful  life  were  well  known  to  me.  I  cJiii  read  to  you 
the  words  whose  power,  whun  thoim  lips  spoke  them. 
so  many  owned,  altliuiigh  they  could  not  ix-jwat  thcin. 
A«  those  liiw  epokc  tlwni,  we  shall  liuiir  them  iievor* 
more,  hut  no  utterance  can  exiinguUh  their  simple, 
awi-et,  and  pt>rfeot  heauty.  Let  me  Hrst  bring  the 
general  seene  before  you.  and  then  you  will  hear  the 
rest  in  Mr.  Goodrich's  description.  It  was  in  1818, 
in  the  tliirty-seventh  year  of  Mr.  Webster'*  age.  It 
was  addressed  to  a  tribunal  presi<led  over  by  Mar- 
Bball,  RHsitfted  by  WiLi^liiiigton,  Livingston,  Johnson, 
Story,  Todd,  and  Duvall,  — a  tribunal  uusiirpawed 
on  earth  in  tdl  Ibiit  givet^  illustration  t*>  a  Iwiuh  of 
law,  and  xuMtiiini-il  and  vene i-atvd  by  a  noble  bar.  lie 
}i:i<l  i-aUciI  bo  his  aid  the  ripe  and  beantiftti  culture  of 
Hopkin^on;  and  of  hi^  opponents  was  William  Wirt, 
tlii'U  anil  ever  of  the  leaders  of  the  bai-,  who,  with 
faculties  and  acoompliiihments  fitting  him  to  adorn 
and  guide  pii'dic  life,  abounding  iu  deep  professional 
learning,  and  iu  the  most  various  and  elegant  ae<iui»i- 
tinna,  ^  a  ripe  and  Hplendid  orator,  made  bo  by  geniuH 
and  the  most  assiduous  culture,  —  conBecnited  all  to 
tlic  serrice  of  the  law.  It  was  before  tliat  tribunal, 
and  in  presence  of  an  audience  select  und-  critical, 
among  whom,  it  is  to  be  borue  in  mind,  were  some 
graduates  of  the  college,  who  were  attending  (o  assist 
against  her,  that  he  opened  Uic  cause,  I  gladly  pro- 
ceed in  the  words  of  Mr.  Ooodrich. 
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"  Before  going  to  Wiuiliington.  wliieh  I  did  cliivfly 
for  the  sake  of  hearing  Mr.  Webster.  I  was  told  that, 
in  ai'giiing  the  cane  at  Kxcter,  New  Hampshire,  he 
had  left  the  whole  coitrt-rooiu  in  tears  at  the  concln- 
KJon  of  his  sjicoi'h.  Tliiis  I  p»>rifcs»,  stinek  in«  uii- 
]ilca»ai)(lj-,  —  any  ulteini»t  at  paiiicw  on  a  [uin-ly  legal 
(|il(.-«tion  like  lliiit  !*eenii-d  hardly  in  g«io*l  tante.  On 
my  way  to  Wachington  I  madi>  the  ac<)iiatiit«nce  of 
Mr.  WebstiT.  We  were  together  for  several  dayft  in 
I'hiladelphia,  at  the  hoime  of  a  common  friend ;  and 
a8  thfi  College  question  was  one  of  deep  interest  to 
literary  men,  we  conversed  often  and  largely  on  the 
Buhject.  Ah  he  dwelt  ii|>on  the  leading  points  of  the 
(.■u»e.  in  terms  so  calm,  sin))ilc.  and  precise.  I  said  to 
myself  more  than  oni-e.  in  reference  to  the  story  I 
had  heard, '  Wlmtcver  uiny  have  seemed  appcopriiite 
in  defending  tltc  College  at  home,  and  on  her  own 
ground,  there  will  be  no  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
Judge  Miirshull  and  his  iissuL-iat«s  at  Waishington.' 
'Dk^  Supreme  Court  of  llie  United  StnU-A  Ik-UI  it< 
Hesnion,  Ihiit  winter,  in  a  mean  apartment  of  moderate 
size,  —  the  Capitol  not  having  been  built  alUT  its 
destruction  in  1814.  The  audience,  when  the  case 
came  on.  was  therefore  small,  consisting  chiefly  of 
Icgul  men,  the  ^lite  of  the  profession  throtighout  the 
country.  Mr.  Webster  entered  upon  his  argument  in 
the  culm  tone  of  easy  and  dignified  conversation.  His 
matter  was  so  completely  at  his  comiiiamt  that  h« 
scariwly  looked  at  his  brief,  but  went  on  for  moi« 
than  four  hours  with  a  statement  «o  lintiinontt,  and 
a  chain  of  reasoning  m  eiuty  to  be  undei-stood,  and 
yet  iippronehing  »o  nearly  to  absolute  demonstration, 
that  he  seemed   to  carry  with  him  every  man  of  his 
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audienre  without  the  slightest  effort  or  weariness  on 
either  side.  It  was  bsnUy  eloquenet,  in  tl>e  strtct 
sense  of  the  ttrm :  it  was  pure  reason.  Now  and 
then,  for  a  sentence  or  two,  his  eje  flaahe<l  and  his 
voice  swelled  into  a  bolder  note,  as  be  uttered  some 
emplifltio  tWiiifht ;  liut  be  inrit^intly  Ml  buek  into  the 
tone  of  rarnest  conversation,  wbiL-li  nin  tbruu^ltoiit 
the  grent  body  of  his  speech.  A  single  eircunislanno 
will  show  vou  ihe  olearnes*  and  ab^rbing  power  of 
bis  argument. 

"I  observed  that  Jndf!;e  Storv.  at  the  opening  of 
the  caae^  liad  prepared  hiniwelf.  pen  in  bund,  mi^  if  to 
take  oopiouH  ininntcvt.  Hour  after  hour  I  saw  him 
fixed  in  the  same  attitude,  but.  so  far  as  I  could  jwr- 
eeive.  with  not  a  note  on  bin  {M|mt.  llie  argument 
closed,  and  /  eoulJ  not  diMfoprr  that  he  had  taki'n  i 
tmgtt  note.  Otbers  aronnd  me  remarked  the  »nm<} 
thing:  and  it  was  among  the  on  diM  of  Washington, 
that  a  friend  sjioke  to  him  of  the  faet  with  snrprbe, 
when  the  Jud>;o  remarked. '  Every  thing  was  so  clear. 
and  so  easy  to  remember,  that  not  a  note  seemed 
neresKary.  *n*\,  in  fact,  I  thought  little  or  nothing 
about  my   mites.' 

"The  argument  ended.  >rr.  Webster  stood  for 
some  mouierit*  nilent  before  the  Court,  while  every 
ejre  was  fixed  intently  upon  him.  At  length,  ad- 
dfessing  the  Chief  Justice,  Marshall,  ho  procewlctl 
thus:  — 

" '  Thit,  Sir.  it  my  ea*e  !  1 1  i«  the  case,  not  merely 
of  that  humble  institution,  it  is  iJie  case  of  every 
College  in  our  land.  It  is  more.  It  is  (he  case  of 
every  IClecmosynnry  Institution  throughout  our  coun- 
try,—of  nil  those  great  eliiirities  founded  by  tlie  piety 

18 
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o{  our  anoMtoni  to  nllevittte  hiitimn  luucry,  and  soHtter 
Mesisiii^  ainiig  tliv  jiathwAy  vf  Hfi-.  It  u  more!  It 
i(L.  in  some  wime,  tlie  case  of  «vcry  man  nmoiig  u«  who 
ImH  property  of  which  he  mny  he  Atrijipt-tl ;  for  the 
(lUMtion  U  simply  this :  Shall  our  State  Le};ifilature« 
he  allowed  to  take  that  which  is  oot  tlieir  own.  to  tiira 
it  from  its  orijtinal  use.  and  apply  it  u>  such  pd<U  or 
purpoHcs  oA  tlior.  in  their  disi-rction,  lihall  sec  Gt\ 

"'Sir,  you  amy  dt'slroy  this  litllv  Iiu^titutiou;  it  U 
wuik  :  it  is  in  your  hand);  I  I  know  it  is  uui;  of  thi; 
\et)WT  ]\g]\U  in  th<:  lik-r»ry  horizon  of  otir  country. 
You  tuny  put  it  out.  But  if  you  do  eo,  you  must 
carry  through  your  work!  You  must  extinguish, 
one  after  iuiotlier,  all  tJio«e  great  lights  of  science 
which,  for  more  than  a  ct-utury,  Lavtt  thrown  their 
radiance  over  our  land! 

" '  It  ia,  Sir,  as  I  ]iave  said,  a  amall  College.  And. 
yet  Mere  arit  t/iose  who  love  k '  — 

"  Here  the  feelings  which  he  had  thus  for  auo- 
ceeded  in  keeping  down  broke  forth.  His  lips  quiv- 
ered ;  his  firm  cheekH  trembled  with  emotion ;  liiit 
eyes  were  filled  with  tears,  hb  voice  choked,  and  he 
seemed  struggling  to  the  utmost  simply  to  gain  that 
mB!«tcry  over  hiniiiclf  which  might  save  liim  fi-om  ao 
tinnianly  hui-st  of  feeling.  1  will  not  attempt  to  give 
you  the  few  broken  word.-*  of  teiiderne^  in  which  he 
went  on  to  speak  of  his  attachment  to  the  College. 
The  whole  seenie<l  to  he  mingled  throughout  with  the 
recollections  of  father,  mother,  brother,  and  all  the 
triaU  and  privations  through  which  he  had  made  hia 
way  into  life.  Every  one  saw  that  it  was  wlioUy  un- 
premeditated, a  pressure  on  his  heart,  which  sought 
relief  in  words  and  tears. 
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Tfie  court-room  during  tliesc  two  or  three  miii' 
utfis  pre^eiilod  an  extraordinary  iijiectaole.  Chief 
Justice  Mannliall,  with  hist  tall  and  gaunt  figure  bent 
over  aa  if  to  catch  the  Hlighte&t  whUiier,  tlie  deep 
furrows  of  his  cheek  ex]Mindcd  with  emotiou.  iind 
e>'«s  suffused  with  teun ;  Mr.  JuMtice  Wiuthiiiglun  iit 
his  side,  —  with  his  smidl  and  cmadittiHl  fruinv.  iind 
countcnnnot.-  more  like  marble  than  I  ever  saw  on  any 
ollioi-  hiiiiiiin  lieiiig,  —  leiiiiiiig  forward  with  an  eager, 
troublisl  took ;  and  tin;  remainder  of  the  Court,  at 
the  two  extremities,  pressing,  nst  it  were,  toward  a 
single  point,  while  the  audience  helow  wi-i-e  wrapping 
theniHelves  round  in  claser  folds  beneath  the  bench 
to  catch  each  look,  and  every  movement  of  the 
speaker's  face.  If  a  painter  could  give  us  the  scene 
on  canvas,  —  those  furiiis  andcounlenances,  and  Dan- 
iel WeWter  as  he  then  stood  iu  the  mitUt,  it  would 
be  uno  of  the  most  lonchiiig  pitlun-s  in  the  hintory 
of  cloqiicuce.  One  thing  it  taught  mo,  that  the 
pathttie  <lei>ends  not  merely  on  the  words  uttered, 
but  still  more  on  the  estimate  we  put  upon  hiro  who 
utters  them.  'Iliere  was  not  one  among  the  strong- 
minded  men  of  that  assembly  who  could  think*  it  un- 
manly to  weep,  when  he  saw  standing  befoie  him  the 
man  «-ho  had  made  such  an  argument,  melted  into 
the  tenderness  of  a  child. 

*'  Mr.  Webster  had  now  recovered  his  composure, 
and  fixitij^  his  keen  eye  on  the  Chief  Justice,  said,  in 
that  deep  tune  with  which  he  sometimes  thrilled  the 
heart  of  an  audience,  — 

"  '  Sir,  I  know  not  how  othei's  may  feel,'  (glancing 
at  the  opponents  of  the  College  before  him,)  '  but.  for 
myself,  when  I  see  my  Alma  Plater  surrounded,  like 
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CiRiiar  in  the  senate-houso,  bj-  tho«c  who  ure  rcitonif' 
iiig  »tal>  upon  stab.  I  tvould  not,  for  llii«  rij^lit  huiiil, 
have  lier  turn  to  me.  and  say,  Et  fu  quoqut,  mi  6li! 
And  thou  tco,  mff  ton  ! ' 

"  He  »at  down.  Tlierc  wns  u  duKlhlike  stillness 
tbix>u-;liuiit  the  rodin  fur  si^ine  niDnieiits ;  every  one 
scvuilk)  1o  be  sluw)}*  renovonng  hinbielf,  and  coimug 
griwl  DMlly  buck  ti>  bin  ordinary  range  of  thought,  and 
feoling." 

It  wjw  while  Mr.  Webster  was  ascending  tlirouSfh 
the  long  gradations  of  the  Ifgul  piofemsion  to  its  liigli- 
est  rank,  that  by  a  ptimllel  scries  of  display  on  u 
stage,  and  in  purti;  totally  distinct,  by  othvr  ^tiidic-M, 
tlioughts,  and  iiutioiis,  he  rose  nlso  to  be  at  bi»  death 
the  liret  of  American  stiilebiDen.  The  Wt  of  the 
uiighty  rivaU  was  d^-ad  before,  and  hv  »tood  alone, 
(live  this  aspect  also  of  liis  great  nvss  a  pasi^ingglanvoi 
nii«  public  life  livgaii  in  May.  181?,  in  the  lloiue  of 
Rcpicj'i'iilalive*  in  CongrcMs.  to  which  tbi,*  Slate  had 
elected  liiin.  It  ended  when  he  died.  If  yoa  except 
the  interval  lietwi-en  hia  removal  from  New  Haniiv- 
shire  and  Wm  election  in  Massachusetts,  it  was  a  pub- 
lic life  of  forty  yvai-s.  liy  what  political  morality. 
Olid  by  what  enlm-gcd  patriotism,  embracing  the 
whole  country,  that  life  watt  giiidcd,  I  ^hall  consider 
hereafter.  Let  me  now  fix  your  att4-ntiun  rather  on 
the  tnugnitiide  and  variety  and  actual  valne  of  tti6 
service.  Consider  that  from  ihe  day  lie  went  U]K>a 
the  Cominilleo  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  1813,  in  time 
of  war,  and  moi-e  and  nioix-,  ilm  longer  he  lived  and 
tbc  higher  he  rose,  he  »vas  a  niiui  whose  great  taleuta 
And  dovotion  to  public  duty  placied  and  kept  htm  in 
a  pouitiou  of  a^sociatod  or  sole  coiuniattd  ;  commund 
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!□  the  political  c-onnectioii  to  vltich  ha  iM^lotigct). 
Cdmmand  in  oppoiution.  command  iu  power;  Mud 
appriN;iaU-  the  rospoin^iliilitifx  witicli  thnl  implipx, 
wlul  varv,  wHiit  prink'iici',  wiml  innsWry  of  tlie  wholn 
groiiitd,  —  exacting  for  tlie  conduct  of  a  party,  as 
Gibbon  kivh  of  Fox,  abilities  and  civil  di[t(!retion 
equal  to  the  conduct  of  an  empire,  ('nnnider  the 
work  Im>  did  in  (hat  life  of  forty  yeara  —  the  range  of 
nulijectii  invcfilipated  and  ditieiiiiiw^d;  composing  the 
wliuli*  theory  and  pmctjce  of  our  organic  luid  adniin- 
iatmtiv'o  poliUcH,  foreign  and  domestic  :  the  vast  body 
of  instructive  thought  he  prmlui-t'd  and  put  in  po*- 
ffiffiion  of  the  country ;  how  much  he  nchievod  in 
Coiigresa  as  well  as  at  the  bar,  to  fix  the  true  intcr- 
prelntion.  us  well  an  to  impress  the  Iransceiidont  value 
of  the  Constitution  il«telf.  »s  much  altogether  an  any 
jurist  or  8tate«man  since  its  adoption ;  how  much  to 
establish  in  the  general  mind  the  great  doctrine 
tliat  the  govi-minr^iit  of  thu  Unilt-d  Stateti  \a  a  gov- 
ernment ])i-i>{)er,  entabliHlied  by  the  people  of  the 
KlAleM,  not  a  compact  between  sovereign  communi- 
ties.—  that  within  its  limits  it  is  supreme,  and  that 
whether  it  is  within  itj*  limits  or  not,  in  any  given 
exertion  of  itself.  i»  to  be  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Stales  —  the  ultimate  arbiter  in 
the  lust  retmrt — from  which  there  is  no  appeal  hut 
to  revolution  ;  how  much  ho  did  in  the  conrste  of  the 
discussions  which  grt^w  out  of  the  pi-ojio«e<l  mission 
to  Panama,  and.  at  a  Inter  day,  out  of  the  removal 
of  tlie  deposits,  u>  place  the  executive  department  of 
the  government  on  its  true  basis,  and  under  its  true 
limitations  ;  to  secure  to  that  department  all  its  jnst 
povrera  on  the  on«  band,  and  on  the  other  hand  to 
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Tiiidicaic  to  th«  legUIntivc  (Ie]>nrtmt;)it,  nii<]  e^iieciaUy 
to  the  ^eiinte,  nil  that  Wloiig  to  them  ;  to  arrest  the 
tenilencies  which  lie  tliought  »t  one  time  thi-earened 
to  aubsUtute  the  govenimeiit  of  a  ttiiigle  will,  of  a 
single  person  of  great  force  of  character  an*!  bound- 
less popularity,  and  of  a  numerical  majority  of  the 
people,  told  by  the  heiid.  without  i n termed  in te  tnstj- 
tutionx  of  any  kind,  judiciid  or  eenatorial.  in  plac«  of 
tlie  (elaborate  syi^tcni  of  uhcuks  and  baluuces.  by  which 
the  Conittituliun  iiimi-d  at  n  (^vcnimciit  of  \avrs,  and 
not  of  men  ;  how  niueh,  attracting  less  popular  atton- 
tioii,  but  scarcely  I«si*  important,  to  compU-lo  the 
grcnl  work  whii^h  experience  had  shown  to  be  lef^ 
uiiflni.ilied  by  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  by  providing 
for  the  punishnifnt  of  all  crinie»  against  the  United 
States  ;  iiow  mui'h  for  securing  a  aafe  ourrenry  and  a 
true  financial  fiyatem,  not  only  by  the  promulgation 
of  sound  ophiions  but  by  good  specific  measures 
adopted,  or  bad  ones  defeated ;  how  much  to  develop 
tlie  vast  material  resources  of  the  country,  and  to 
push  forward  the  planting;  of  the  West  —  not  troubleil 
by  any  fear  of  exhausting  old  States — by  «  liberal 
policy  of  public  lands,  by  vindicating  the  oonstitn- 
tiunal  puwer  of  Congresa  to  mak^  or  aid  in  making 
lui'gc  cUis»es  of  internal  improvements,  and  by  acting 
on  that  doctrine  uniformly  from  1818,  whenever  n 
roail  was  to  bi;  built,  or  a  rapid  suppressed,  or  a  canal 
to  be  opened,  or  a  breakwater  or  a  lighthouse  set  up 
above  or  below  the  flow  of  the  tide,  if  so  far  beyond 
the  ability  of  a  single  State,  or  of  so  wide  utility  to 
commerce  and  labor  as  to  rise  to  the  rank  of  a  work 
general  in  ils  infliicnces  —  another  tie  of  union  be- 
cause another  proof  of  the  beneficence  of  union ; 
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hnv  mDdi  to  protect  the  thi  Beefeaidml  aod 
£Mhun|(  iiiUnjrta  of  the  oooali;,  a  valae  af 
haixlradvof  »3licp« — aflcr  ksvii^  b 
^rirtettM  ■giiimt  hib  eovooela,  ■gnoft  Ui 

{Hilitical  rcuDcmr.  tir  a  poUcr  of  wtifleal  i 
tnrat  —  &MD  being  mmSaei,  mad  Uw 
pLitiK  of  lufv  n^ant  and  vammaaitiaa 
uhI  tbe  aoiaired  >kill  of  the  ontrntTj  •qnaodeivd  bv 
a  siuMeD  and  capriciniii  vitbdrawal  aC  tbe  pnMMH 
of  ibe  govoBMtnt :  Ikiw  nocfa  fbr  the  i^to  puJw 
attre  of  Uh>  moM  delicate  and  difficult  of  all  taski^ 
tfao  fivdefinx  at  tke  Ibniga  alEun  of  a  aatipa.fia^ 
tanstiTe,  Mtf^omeioiH,  noofiuciitg.  it  is  tra«.  pdfie 
law  and  a  motalttj  of  tlie  State,  biadiug  c«  the  eott- 
■daiDe  of  the  State,  yet  aspaing  ta  powee.  onaeaee, 
and  oawuamai.  its  wbute  bne  filled  fidl  and  all  «• 
fire  with  Amencao  feeling,  synpathetie  with  Itbertr 
evcrfwhere  —  buw  much  fur  the  i^t  ordam^  of  the 
tanigu  attut*  of  mdi  a  Stai« — aindBf  is  afl  Ut 
policj,  frtMB  his  i^>ercb  oo  the  Greek  qtiesiiaB  in 
1S2S.  to  hia  lettcn  to  M.  Hiitawnami  in  1S30.  to 
iMeopjr  the  high,  plain,  yet  dizn  gtomd  which  aepa- 
ntes  infloenre  &m  interrentioii,  to  avow  and  jwo- 
miil^te  warm  ^*owl-wili  to  homanitT.  wherrvrr 
aliiTtDg  to  br  five,  to  iDqnire  aalhcDticallr  into  the 
hbriof7  oT  ita  atnigglrs,  to  take  oOcial  and  amwed 
paiiio  to  aacertatn  tb«  motnrot  when  lb*  gnceew  mar 
Ue  iT«ogQiz«d.  cotuistently,  errr.  with  the  great  «m]« 
that  keeps  the  peaee  of  the  worid.  abstaioiag  &ora 
evety  litii^  lltal  tJiali  give  any  natign  a  rigbt  otider 
the  law  or  naiions  to  utter  one  word  of  cutnplaiot. 
atill  leas  to  retaliate  by  war — the  sympatliy.  but  alao 
tJie  oeotraltty,  of  Wattbiogtoa  —  how  inocb  to 
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ixi!>e  witti  honor  a  (;()[ll:nr^vll<^(!  o(  difficulties  with  the 
firtvt  jiiiwiT  ill  tin;  world,  which   any  Uiiiig  le.-w  than 
tlie  highci>t  d(.'groe  of  diM' lit  lion,  tirmiieKi,  ability,  and 
meaiift  of  ooinmamling  reAjH-ot  and  confidence  at  home 
and  abroad  would  intivitalily  have  condticted  to  the 
last  calamity  —  a  disputed    boundary'  line  of   many 
hundr<;d   niil<>».  from  tJie   St.   Croix   to   the   Rockjr 
Mountains,  ivhicli  divided  an   exasperated  ami  im- 
practicable border  population,  enlittted  the  pride  and 
affccti-d  the  intcrctiti;  and  controlled  tint  politics  of 
particulnr  .Stittcs,  ae  well  h«  prciisL-d  uit  th«  p»acv  and 
hoiiur  of  tliv  untiua.  which  the  most  popular  adinitiis- 
tratioim  of  thu  era  of  the  quii'text  «ii<l  best  public 
feelings  the  limes  of  Moiiroo  and  of  Jackson,  eotild 
not  adjust;    which  had  grown   so  compltc-atud  wilji 
other  topics  of  i-xciti-mciit  tliat  one  false  st«p,  right 
or  K-ft,  would  have  b«en  a  stop  down  a  precipice  — 
this  line  svtllvd  forever  —  Uit-  claim  of  Kngland  to 
ueareh  our  ships  for  the   itupprettsian  of   t\w  i<lave- 
trado  silenced  forever,  and  a  new  engagement  filtered 
int*i  by  treaty,  binding  the  national  faith  to  contrib- 
ute a  specific  naval  force  for  putting  an  end   to  the 
great  crime  of  man  —  the  long  practice  of  England 
to  enter  an  Americnii  ship  and  impress  from  il«  crew, 
tcniiiuiitcd  for  cvor;  the   deck   lien te forth  giianlcd 
sacredly  and  completely  by  lh«  flag — bow  much  by 
jm>founil  di.Hcerninent,  by  eloipient  ttpeeoh,  by  devoted 
life  to  KlR-ngthcn  ibc  tieM  of  Union,  and  breathe  the 
line  and  Strang  spirit  of  nationality  through  all  our 
uumliers  —  how  inuch,  most  of  ait.  last  of  all.  after 
the  war  with  Mexico,  needless  if  his  counsels  had 
governed,  had  ended  in  bo  vast  an  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory, io  presenting  to  the  two  great  aotagonistio 
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US  of  our  ooiiiitn'  so  vast  an  area  to  enter  on, 
~vt>  imjitriiHl  »  j>rixc  to  chhU-imI  fov,  and  ttic  acoursed 
rriiu-niitl  !-tnfv  liad  Itti^iiii  —  how  niiii'li  then,  when 
miiig  to  the.  meaAure  of  a  true  and  difficult  and  rare 
grealnesN,  remeniKering  that  he  had  a  country  to  Have 
as  well  as  a  local  ponstitueu<;y  to  gratify,  laying  all 
tlw  wealth,  all  the  hopes,  of  an  illustrious  life  on  the 
altar  of  a  hazunlouH  ptttriotibm,  he  sought  hikI  won 
the  uiure  exceeding  glory  which  now  att«uds —  which 
in  thu  iiext  a^  shall  mon.'  conspicuously  ult«itd  — 
bis  iiume  who  composes  un  agitated  and  saves  a  piiiik- 
ing  land  —  rueall  this  si-Hvs  of  couduct  nml  influ- 
ences, study  iheni  i-arofully  iu  thtdr  facta  and  vesnlta 
—  the  reading  of  ycara  —  and  you  attain  lo  a  true 
uppn-mtion  of  this  aspect  of  his  greatnesa  —  his 
puhliu  chatactcr  and  life. 

For  such  a  review  the  eulogy  of  an  hour  has  no 
room.  Such  a  task  deinnuds  ri-searoh,  details,  pniofs, 
iilnslrnlious,  a  long  labor, —a  vuhinic  of  hiKlciry, 
oninposcd  according  to  h«r  severest  laws.  —  st^tting 
down  nothinjr,  (Icpn-<ria(ing  nothing,  in  maligiiiiy  to 
tlie  dead;  Huppn^-NMiag  nothing,  and  lalnitying  noth- 
ing, in  adulation  of  the  dead  ;  professing  fidelity  in- 
corrupt, nnswerved  by  hatred  or  by  love,  yet  able  to 
measure,  able  to  glow  iu  the  contenipUtion  of  a  true 
greatness,  and  a  vast  and  varied  and  useful  public  life ; 
such  n  history  as  the  genius  and  judgment  and  deliciite 
private  and  public  munility  of  £ver<tlt,  assisted  by  his 
l^rfcet  knowledge  of  the  facta. —  not  disqualitied  by 
Ills  lung  rrieiidsliip,  uuohtlled  to  the  last  hour, —  such 
ft  hintory  an  he  might  conHtnict. 

Two  or  three  suggestions,  occuning  on  the  mo»t 
genenil  observation  of  tliis  aspect  of  his  emuieuee, 
you  will  tolerate  as  I  leave  the  topic. 
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ReiDurk  hnw  very  large  a  proportion  of  all  thi« 
class,  of  his  acts  are  wholly  Imyorid  and  ouUide  of 
th^  profe»iion  of  the  hiw  ;  ileiuaiidiiig  »<tu(lie»,  expe- 
rience,  a  turn  of  minil,  a  caat  of  qualiiieit  and  charao- 
t(fr,  such  us  that  profesLiion  neither  gives  nor  exacts. 
Some  Mingle  speechea  in  Congr««6,  of  consummate 
Rbilily.  have  been  made  by  great  lawyers,  drawing 
for  the  purpose  only  on  the  learning,  uceomplixh- 
inentjt,  logic,  and  eIot]nGnc-c  of  thi-  funim.  Such  wok 
Chief  Justice,  then  Mr.  Marshall's  argtiinenl  in  the 
case  of  Jotiiitlmii  RohhinK,  —  tiinitii^  on  the  int«r* 
prelaliuii  of  a  timly,  an<l  tht^  I'un^ttitiitionul  [lower 
of  the  executive  i  a  dt^monstration,  if  there  is  any  iu 
Kuelid.  Hiitioipating  the  inaAlerly  judgments  in  tlie 
oatirie  of  Dartmouth  College,  or  of  CJihhon^  and  (^den, 
or  of  Maciillooh  and  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  hut  ftueh 
an  one  as  a  lawyer  like  him  —  if  another  there  waft  — 
could  have  made,  in  his  profenwional  capacity,  at  the 
bar  of  the  Hoiue.  although  he  had  never  reflected  on 
practical  politics  an  hour  in  his  life.  Such.  Home- 
what,  was  William  Piukney's  speech  in  the  Houhb  of 
Represcntntivcs.  on  the  treaty-making  power,  in  1815, 
and  hi«  two  more  splcmUd  displays  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  Mi*«iiun  (]ii('Klioii,  in  1820,  —  the  last  of  which  I 
heard  Mr.  ('lay  pronounce!  the  greatest  he  over  heard. 
They  were  pieces  of  legal  reasoning  on  iiue.-'tious  of 
cnn^tlitutional  law.  decorated,  of  course,  by  a  rhetoric 
which  Hortensius  might  have  envied,  ami  Cicero 
would  not  have  despiHed  ;  bat  they  were  profeft.sional 
at  last.  To  some  extent  this  is  true  of  some  of  Mr. 
Wehsler's  ablest  spetches  in  Congress;  or,  more 
accurately,  of  some  of  the  more  important  portions 
of  some  of  his  ablvst.    I  should  say  so  of  a  part  of 
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Ibnt  on  the  Pftnatua  >[l»iian ;  of  the  reply  to  Mr. 
HityrK',  cvi;ri ;  iiikI  of  almost  the  whole  of  that  reply 
to  .Mr.  Cnlhotiii  on  the  thesis,  "the  CoiiHtil utiun  not 
n  eoinpact  hctwi-cu  sovereign  Stutc* : "  thu  whole 
t>ei'i4>«  of  dUctiKsinii  uf  the  eonstitiitioitul  power  of  the 
fxeciitive,  and  the  eonslitiitioiml  powvr  of  the  Hvnute, 
growing  oHt  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  and  the 
HUpjiDiied  tendencies  of  our  system  towards  a  eentral- 
ization  of  government  in  s  l'rei>ident,  and  a  majority 
of  the  people,  —  markt-d,  all  of  them,  by  amaxing 
ahility.  To  these  the  lawyer  who  could  demonstrate 
that  the  diarter  of  this  College  is  a  ootitraet  within 
the  Const  itution.  or  that  the  steamboat  inoiioiKily 
umiqju*!  upon  the  executed  power  of  Coniiresa  to 
regulate  commerce,  was  already  equal :  but  to  have 
he^-ii  ibe  leader,  or  of  the  leaders,  of  liiw  pulitii'al  con- 
neetion  for  thirty  years ;  to  have  been  able  to  inHtruct 
and  guide  on  every  question  of  poliey,  as  well  as  law, 
which  inten-sted  the  nation  in  all  tliat  lime  i  every 
question  of  finance,  of  currency,  of  the  lands,  or  the 
devclupmeut  and  care  of  our  ri-stourre^  and  l;d>or;  to 
have  been  of  jitretigtb  to  help  to  leail  his  country  by 
the  han<l  up  to  a  puidtion  of  influence  and  attraction 
on  the  highest  places  of  earth,  yet  to  keep  her  peace 
and  to  keep  her  honor  ;  to  have  been  able  to  emulate 
the  prescriptive  and  awful  renown  of  the  foundere  of 
States,  by  doing  something  wliich  will  be  adniiltcd, 
wbfH  some  generations  have  passed,  even  more  than 
now,  to  have  contributed  to  prv^rve  the  Statu,  —  for 
all  Ihis  another  man  was  needed,  and  he  stands  forlh 
another  an<l  Ihe  same. 

1  am  hereufler  to  »pcak  siepamlely  of  tlie  political 
morality  which  guided  him  ever;  but  I  would  aay  a 
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word  now  on  two  portions  of  hU  pubtin  life,  one  of 
wliii-Ii  lia^  been  tbe  au!>ject  of  accusatoiy,  tin-  otlivr 
of  clisjiaraging,  oritioi^m,  —  iiiisoUDd,  unkind,  iu  both 
iiititances^ 

The  finit  comprises  his  com-se  in  regard  lo  a  pro- 
tective policy.  He  opposed  a  tariff  of  protection,  it 
ia  said,  in  18ltl  aitd  1830  aod  1824  ;  and  he  opposed, 
iu  1828,  H  sudden  ami  fiitui  repeal  of  Huch  a  tnrifT; 
iind  thei'viipoii  1  httve  et'on  it  writti-'n  that "  this 
proved  him  a  nmn  wit))  nn  jp'e.at,  eoiitprehensive  ideas 
of  political  eeonomy;  who  took  the  fleeting  interests 
and  tTitiiMettt  opinions  of  the  hour  for  UU  nonii«  of 
conduct ;"  "who  had  no  sober  and  serious  convic- 
tions of  his  own."  I  have  seen  it  more  deeorously 
written,  "  that  his  opinions  on  Ihin  subject  were  nut 
determined  by  general  principles,  but  by  a  considera- 
tion of  immediate  sectional  interests." 

I  will  not  answer  this  by  what  Sealiper  says  of 
Lipsiun,  the  arrogant  pedant,  who  dogniatiired  on  the 
deeper  politics  as  he  did  on  the  text  of  Taoitus  and 
St'iieca.  Xe^iie  ett  poUtiettt ;  nee  potent  ^iticquatn  in 
poHtiii  ;  nihil  potsunt  pedantt*  in  ipiia  rehHM  :  nee  rgo^ 
nte  aliut  doetut  poK»timut  »fTif>ere  in politietg.  I  say 
only  that  the  ease  totally  fails  to  give  color  to  the 
charge.  The  reasonings  of  Mr.  Webster  in  1816, 
1820,  and  1^24,  express  that,  ou  mature  reflection 
and  <lne  and  iijuiropriate  study,  he  had  embraced  the 
opinion  that  it  was  needles  and  unwise  to  force 
American  mnnnfaeturexs  by  regulation,  prematurely 
to  life.  Bred  in  a  commercial  community;  taught 
from  his  earliest  hours  of  thought  to  ivgard  the  care 
of  oommerce  as.  in  point  of  fact,  a  leading  object  and 
cause  of  the  Union ;  to  observe  around  him  no  other 
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forms  of  nittt«rial  industiTf  th«n  those  of  conunurctf, 
iiMvi^iitiiiii,  fishmt'K,  agriciiUuro,  and  a  few  ijlaiii  iiiid 
m))ii>t  lui^clianicKl  art«,  he  would  cuiue  U>  the  Kliidy 
of  the  political  e^ronomy  of  thie  suhject  with  a  cvrUiiii 
prencctipatioii  of  mind,  perhaps;  ao  coming,  h«  did 
study  it  At  it8  well-hendii,  and  he  adapted  hia  conclti- 
sionx  ftineerely,  and  announced  thftm  strongly. 

His  opinions  were  overruled  by  Congress;  and  a 
national  policy  wm  adopted,  holding  out  i^I  conceiv- 
ttbld  promises  of  permanence,  under  which  va6t  and 
BCn»itiv<!  iuvfistmentti  of  capital  were  made  ;  the  ex- 
pectations, the  vniployments,  the  huhits,  of  whole 
rangf s  uf  8tau-»  vrvrc  recast ;  and  industry,  new  to 
utt,  Kprinj^ing,  immature,  had  been  advanced  just  so 
f«r  that,  if  desertt'd  at  that  moment,  there  munt  fol- 
low a  »qunndcrin<;  uf  likill.  a  scj iiandering  of  pruperty> 
nn  aggregate  of  dciitruvtion,  senseless,  needless,  and 
ani^Misi-iciiiiiiU!!, — .such  as  marks  the  worst  form  of 
revolution.  On  iIicim!  facts,  at  a  Inter  day,  he  ihouglit 
that  that  industry,  the  child  of  government,  should 
not  thus  caprieioiisly  be  deserted.  "The  duty  of 
the  goveriimt^nt,"  he  aaid,  "at  the  preuent  n)ouii>nt 
would  seem  to  be  to  preserve,  not  to  destroy ;  to  main* 
tain  the  position  which  it  has  assumed  :  and,  for  one, 
1  i^hull  feel  it  an  indispensable  obligation  to  hold  it 
steady,  ok  far  as  in  my  power,  to  that  degree  of  pro- 
tection which  it  hiis  undertaken  to  bestow.*' 

An<l  d<x-s  this  prove  that  these  original  opinions 
weiv  hiisty,  shallow,  insincere,  unstudied?  Consist- 
ently with  vvvty  one  of  them  ;  consistently  with  the 
true  sjiirit  and  all  the  ainiit  of  the  science  of  political 
economy  it«elf ;  consistently  with  every  duly  of  sober, 
high,  earnest,  and  moral  statesmanship,  might  not  he 
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who  rm&ted  the  making  of  a  tariff  in  1816  depracale 
ltd  abaiKjonment  in  182S  ?  Does  not  Adam  Smith 
liiniiielf  aJmit  that  it  is  "  maUtr  fit  for  deliheration 
how  fiir,  or  in  what  manner,  it  may  he  proper  to  re- 
.flori^  tliut  free  importittion  after  it  has  been  for  some 
time  iulcmiptml  "?  itiiplyiti<^  that  a  gvni-ral  prinoiple 
of  national  wealth  may  bu  ilisplucud  or  tuodificd  by 
liperial  circiuustiinces;  hut  would  these  cvnsors, 
thurufore,  cry  out  that  he  had  no  "  great  and  com- 
prthensive  ideas  of  political  economy,"  and  was  will- 
ing to  be  "  dfitermiiied,  not  by  general  principles, 
but  by  immediate  interests"?  Because  u  father 
advises  his  son  against  an  early  and  injudicious  mar- 
riage, docs  it  logically  follow,  or  is  it  othically  right, 
that,  after  his  advice  has  been  disregarded,  he  is  to 
recommend  desertion  of  the  young  wife  and  tfie  young 
child?  1  do  not  appreciate  the  beauty  and  "conipro- 
hvnsiveness "  of  those  scientific  ideas  which  forgot 
that  lliL'  aL-tu»l  and  vast  "iutertstti"  of  the  com- 
munity nru  exactly  what  the  legislator  has  lo  pro- 
tect;  that  the  concrete  of  things  must  limit  the 
fowlisli  wantonness  ol'  a  pnori  theory ;  that  that  d«- 
pnrtment  of  politico  which  has  for  its  object  the  pro- 
niotiou  and  dUtribiition  of  the  wealth  of  nations  may 
very  consistently  and  very  scientifically  preserve  what 
it  would  not  have  created.  He  who  accuses  Mr.  Web- 
ster iu  this  behalf  of  "  having  no  sober  and  »-rious 
convictions  of  hia  own  "  must  afford  some  other  proof 
than  his  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  ft  policy, 
and  then  his  wdlingncss  to  protect  it  iiflcr  it  hud  been 
inti-oduced.  and  five  hundred  millions  of  properly,  or, 
however,  a  countlcs«  sum.  had  beeu  invest«d  under 
it,  or  become  dcpuudcnt  on  it«  continuance. 
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I  »h(>ul(l  lint  llitiik  lliat  I  consulted  \m  true  fame, 
if  T  ditl  nnt  add  tliat  a.4  hv  came  (o  ohiserve  the  prac- 
tical workinga  of  the  protective  policy  more  closety 
thftii  At  first  he  hod  done  ;  as  he  came  to  observe  tlia 
working  and  intliiences  of  A  Yarious  man iifii^-t tiring 
and  incchaiiicul  Ubor ;  to  see  how  it  rmpluys  and 
dpvi'lops  every  faculty ;  finds  occujiation  for  every 
hour ;  crcatiM  or  diffuses  mid  diKciplines  ingenuity, 
gatliering  up  every  fragment  nf  mind  and  ttmtt  so  that 
nothing  be  lo«t ;  how  n  steady  anrl  ample  home  mar- 
ket a-ttutttn  agriculture;  how  all  the  great  employ- 
luentti  of  toan  are  connected  by  a  kinilred  tie,  so  that 
the  tilling  of  the  land,  navigation,  fon-ign.  coastwise, 
and  interior  commerce,  all  grow  with  the  growth,  and 
strengthen  with  the  strength  of  the  induHtry  of  the  art^, 
—  he  came  to  appreciate,  more  adequately  than  at  first, 
liow  this  form  of  labor  contributes  to  wealth,  power, 
enjoyment,  a  great  civilization;  he  cainu  mure  justly 
tograstp  tilt?  conception  of  how  consummate  a  destnic- 
tion  it  would  cau»e  —  how  senseless,  how  nnpbilo- 
•ophical,  how  immoral  —  to  arriV'^t  it  suddenly  and 
capriciously  —  after  it  had  been  lui-ed  into  life;  how 
Iviscr,  how  far  truer  to  the  principles  of  the  Hcience 
which  seeks  to  augment  the  wealth  of  the  State,  to 
rrfniw  to  dciilroy  no  immense  an  accumulation  of  that 
wealth  1  In  this  sense,  ftiid  in  this  way,  I  bolievo  hi^ 
opinions  were  malui-ed  and  moditlcd  ;  but  it  dnc»  not 
quite  follow  that  they  wvi\-  not,  in  every  period,  con- 
aeii-ntioUKly  fonned  and  held,  or  that  they  were  not 
in  the  actual  oircumstances  of  each  period  philosoph- 
ically just,  and  practically  wise, 

The  other  act  of  liis  public  life  to  which  I  alluded 
b  hia  negotiation  of  tlie  Treaty  of  Wwhington,  hi 
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1842.  witli  Grent  nHtain.  This  act,  tlie  eoiintry,  the 
world,  has  judgt'd.  »itd  haii  appli^uded.  Of  hid  Ad- 
ministrative ability,  his  diHcretimi,  temper,  civil  co«r^ 
age,  biis  power  of  exacting  respect  and  confidence 
from  those  with  whom  he  conimunicatcd.  nnd  of  infln- 
encing  their  reason  ;  hi:;  knowledge  of  the  true  iiiter- 
v»t«  an<l  true  grnndeiir  of  tho  two  j^eut  pailies  to  the 
negotiation  ;  of  the  StiU^-s  of  the  Union  more  Inime- 
diHlely  eonocrncd,  nnil  of  the  wiirld  wh<>se  ehief  con- 
cern is  pence;  and  of  the  inti-epidity  with  which  he 
encountfreil  the  dis.ipj>ointed  fi-plitigs.  and  dt.tparag- 
iiig  critit'tAins  of  tht;  hour,  in  the  con.«ciotL-<i]i^(S  that 
lie  hnd  done  a  good  and  large  deed,  and  earned  a 
pennaneiit  and  honest  renown  —  of  these  it  is  the 
irut- st  and  most  fortunate  single  exemplilication  which 
remains  of  him.  Concerning  its  difficulty,  impor- 
tance, and  merita  of  all  sorts,  there  were  at  the  time 
few  dissenting  opinions  among  those  most  conversant 
with  the  subject,  nithousjh  there  were  some ;  to-day 
there  are  fewer  still.  They  arc  so  few  —  u  single 
encfr  by  the  side  of  his  griiYc,  expressing  that  *■» 
man  who  makes  such  ti  Vmrgnin  is  not  entitled  to  «uy 
great  glory  iiniong  diplomat jjils,"  is  all  that  I  enii  cjill 
to  mind  —  that  1  will  not  arrest  the  com-se  of  your 
feeling!*  lieie  and  now  by  attempting  to  irfute  that 
"  sneer  "  ont  of  the  history  of  the  hour  and  scene. 
"Standing  here,"  he  wiid.  in  April,  1841),  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  I'nited  Htate*,  to  wiiich  he  hud  returned  — 
"standing  here  ttwlay,  in  this  Senate,  and  speaking 
in  behalf  of  the  administration  of  which  I  formed  a 
part,  and  in  behalf  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress 
who  sustiined  that  ndmintstration,  cordially  and 
effectively,  in  eveiy  thing  relating  to  this  treaty,  I  am 
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wHling  to  appeal  tu  (Iii*  pulilic  men  of  the  age,  whether 
in  1^2,  811(1  in  th«  city  of  Wuutliuigtua.&oniethiugu-RS. 
not  (loii<!  for  the  8iippi'c»#ioTi  of  criintf ;  for  tlM>  true 
exiKi^itinn  of  the  principles  of  public  law ;  for  tha 
freedom  and  security  of  Goninierc«  on  the  oi^iiri,  and 
for  the  peace  of  the  world !  "  In  that  furuiii  the 
appeal  has  been  heard,  and  the  priiirie  of  n  diplomatic 
achievement  of  true  and  permanent  glory,  has  been 
irrevereibly  awarded  to  him.  Beyond  that  fortnii  of 
tbe  mere  "public  m«D  of  iJie  age,"  by  the  larger 
jurisdiction,  the  general  public,  the  same  praise  has 
been  awarded.  Sutit  kic  etiam  ma  pnrmia  laudi. 
"nint  which  I  Imd  th«  honor  to  say  in  the  Senate,  in 
thp  M'ssion  of  1843,  in  ii  diiicussioii  concerning  this 
treaty,  is  true  and  appiicable,  now  as  then.  "  Why 
shuuld  t,  or  why  should  any  one,  aasutne  tbe  defence 
of  a  treaty  here  in  thi«  body,  which  but  just  now,  on 
the  amplest  consideration,  in  the  conGdeuec  and  calm- 
nwa  of  exocnlivc  session,  was  approved  by  a  vote  so 
decisive?  .Sir,  the  country,  by  a  vole  far  more  deei- 
Bive,  in  a  proportion  very  far  beyond  thirty-nine  to 
nine,  has  ajipi-oved  your  approval.  Some  tliere  arc, 
some  few —  I  speak  not  now  of  any  member  of  this 
Senate  —  reatle**.  sellish,  i-eckless,  'the  cnnkerf  of  a 
<!alm  world  and  a  long  peace,'  pining  with  tliirst  of 
notcriety,  slaves  to  their  hatred  of  England,  to  whom 
the  treaty  is  distasteful ;  to  whom  any  treaty,  and  all 
things  but  the  glare  and  clamor,  the  vain  pomp  and 
hollow  circumstance  of  war  —  all  but  these  would  be 
distasteful  and  dreary.  Itut  the  country  is  with  you 
iit  tliis  net  of  wiMloni  and  glory:  its  intelligence  ;  it« 
nwrality ;  iU  labor  ;  iu  good  men  ;  the  thouglitfiil ; 
the  pbilanthropiu  ;  the  discreet ;  the  masses,  are  with 
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you."  '•  It  confirmn  tlif  puqxwe  of  the  wise  and  good 
of  IkjUi  iiatioiix  to  be  forever  at  peace  wilh  one  an- 
otJier,  and  to  put  away  for  over  all  war  from  thu  kin- 
flrcil  ra<:ei<:  war  the  most  ri<IicuIou»  of  Iiliuidei:^;  t1i« 
mo»t  treuiendous  of  orimes  ;  the  moat  compi-ehensive 
of  evils." 

And  now  to  him  who  in  the  solitude  of  hie  library 
depreciatt^s  thiH  act.  firsU  becuuso  there  waa  no  ilauger 
of  a  war  with  England,  I  answer  that  act-onling  to 
the  ovi'i-whelming  weii^hl  of  that  kind  of  evidence  by 
Tvhicli  tliHt  kind  of  iiut^stion  must  bo  tried,  that  ta, 
by  the  judgment  of  the  great  body  of  well-Jn formed 
public-  men  at  that  moment  in  Congress;  in  the  gov- 
enniieiit  ;  iu  diplnnmtio  situation — our  relationx  to 
ilial  power  had  become  so  delieate,  and  m  urgent, 
that,  uulesH  »tji>ii  a<lju:«ted  by  negotiation,  thore  w(w 
i«al  dmijjer  of  war.  Against  siieh  evidence,  what  is 
llie  valiiu  of  the  speculation  of  a  private  person,  ten 
years  afterwards,  in  the  shade  of  hia  general  studies, 
whatever  his  sagacity?  The  temper  of  the  bonier 
population ;  the  temlenciee  to  disorder  in  Cauada, 
stimulated  by  sympatliizei^  on  our  lude  of  the  line  ; 
the  entrance  on  our  territory  of  a  British  armed  force 
in  1837  ;  cutting  The  Caroline  out  of  her  harbor,  and 
seniling  her  down  the  falls  ;  the  arrest  of  McLeod  la 
l^jl,  a  British  subject,  composing  part  of  that  force, 
by  the  guverument  of  New  York,  and  the  threat  to 
haug  him,  which  a  penwn  high  in  office  in  England 
ileelan^d,  in  a  letter  which  was  shown  to  me,  would 
raise  a  ciy  for  war  from  "  whig,  nulieal,  and  tory  " 
which  no  ministry  could  resist ;  grotving  irritation 
caused  by  the  search  of  our  vessels  under  color  of 
suppressing   the  slave-trade ;    the   long   controverey, 
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almost  ag  old  as  tlie  govemnioit,  aliout  th*  houmiHrv 
Kne  —  ao  eonducteil  as  to  liavo  at  lawt  i;nn\-in<>eil  (>ii<.'1i 
(iiKputaiit  that  the  otlwr  was  rmitdtilent  and  iiisiti- 
cere ;  aa  to  have  enlisted  th«  pride  of  States ;  iw  tn 
have  exasperated  ami  aji^itated  a  large  line  of  bonlei* ; 
UB  to  have  entered  finally  into  the  tacticit  of  politi<'iil 
parties,  and  the  schemes  of  arahitioua  men,  nut-bid- 
ding, oiit-raeing  one  anotherina  competition  of  clamor 
and  vehemence  ;  a  controversy  on  which  England,  a 
European  monarchy,  a  tirst-cliiss  power,  near  to  the 
great  ttotircetf  of  the  opinion  of  tho  world,  hy  her 
pies*,  her  dipUmiaey,  her  tiuiversal  intereoursc,  had 
taken  grent  ]>«in8  to  pcntuade  Europe  that  our  claim 
was  gromidless  and  unconscientious,  —  all  these 
things  announced  to  near  olijtcrvem  in  public  life  a 
crisis  at  hantl  which  deiiiiindcd  something  more  than 
**  any  sensilile  and  lionust  man  "  to  encounter ;  assur- 
ing some  glory  to  hiin  who  should  tnnmph  over  it. 
One  such  oUHfiver  said,  "  Men  stood  fiicing  each  other 
with  guns  on  their  shoulders,  upon  opposite  aides  of 
foiiIal>le  rivei-s.  thirty  yards  wide.  The  discharge  of 
a  single  niiLiket  would  have  brought  on  a  war  who«6 
fii«a  would  have  encircled  the  globe." 

Is  this  act  disparaged  nest  because  wliat  each  party 
had  for  sixiy  years  claimed  as  the  true  line  of  the  old 
treaty  was  waived,  a  line  of  agreement  Bubstltuted. 
and  equivalents  given  and  taken  for  gain  or  los:?? 
But  herein  you  will  see  only,  what  the  nation  has 
wen,  the  IxOdncHs  as  well  as  sagacity  of  Mr.  ^Veb- 
ster.  When  the  awaril  of  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
land^  priiposing  u  line  of  agreement,  was  offered  to 
President  Jnckson.  that  strong  will  dared  not  accept 
it  in  Uie  face  of  the  party  politics  of  Maine — al- 


292 


BUI-OCr  O.V  HAKIEL  WEBSTEB. 


thoit^li  lie  iidvised  to  offer  her  tUo  value  of  a  millinii 
of  <]olltirs  to  [ii'ocure  ht-r  nia.etit  to  aii  ndjustment 
n-liictj  his  own  iiiinil  aiipruvutl.  Whut  be  dared  not 
do  iiifened  Ronie  peril,  I  suppoec.  Yet  tlii'  txjwri- 
ftiice  of  twenty  years  —  of  sixty  yewrs  —  iihoidd  liavu 
taught  all  men  —  liad  taught  iimiiy  who  shrank  rroiii 
acting  on  it,  that  the  Gordian  knot  must  be  cut,  oot 
unloosed :  that  all  further  attempt  to  find  the  true 
line  must  he  uhiindoned  m  an  idle  and  perilous  diplo- 
macy; and  th»t  a  boundary  must  be  made  by  a  bar- 
gain worthy  uf  nations,  or  ninst  be  truoed  by  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  TIic  merit  of  Mr.  Wfbstvr  10, 
lirst,  that  he  dared  to  ojwu  the  negotialiou  on  this 
iiiisif.  I  say  the  bohhicss.  For  appreciate  the  do- 
mestic difficulties  which  attended  it.  In  it«  uaturc  it 
proj)u*ed  to  give  up  something  which  we  ha<l  thought 
our  own  for  half  a  century  ;  to  cede  of  the  territory 
of  more  than  one  State  ;  it  demanded,  Ihcreforo,  the 
aasent  of  those  Staten  by  formal  net,  commtttiug  the 
State  parties  in  power  unequivoeally ;  it  was  to  bo 
undertaken  uut  in  the  administration  of  Monroe, — 
eleeted  by  the  whole  people, —  not  in  the  adniinis- 
tratiun  of  JaekKOii,  whose  va.st  popularity  conid  caiTy 
any  thing,  and  withstand  any  thing ;  but  juht  when 
the  deatli  of  President  llamsou  had  scattered  bis 
party;  had  alienated  hearts:  had  severed  ties  and 
dissolved  connections  indispctiKable  to  tlie  strongth 
of  administration,  creating  a  loud  call  on  Mr.  Web- 
ster to  leave  the  Cabinet,  —  creating  almost  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  unwillingness  that  he  should  contribute 
to  its  glory  even  by  largest  service  to  tlie  State. 

Yet  consider  finally  how  he  surmounted  uvery  dif- 
ficulty.    I  will  not  say  with  Lord  Palmerston,  in 
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^artiament',  that  there  wua  "  nobody  in  England  who 
did  not  lulmit  it  u  very  hud  treaty  for  England." 
But  I  uiHj  rfpL'xt  vrlmt  I  Mid  on  it  in  the  Koimte  in 
18J3.  "And,  now,  wliat  does  the  world  we?  An 
Adjuntment  concluded  by  a  special  niiniHter  at  \Vai«h* 
ingtnn,  hy  which  four  Itfthii  of  the  iidue  of  the  whole 
subject  in  controversy  is  left  to  you  as  your  own ; 
and  by  which,  for  that  one  fifth  which  England 
desires  to  possess,  sin;  {lays  you  over  and  over,  in 
national  etjnivalcnU,  imjicrial  equivalents,  such  as  a 
nation  may  K<^v,  such  as  a  nation  may  a&cept.  satis- 
factory  to  your  inu're^t-i.  soothing  to  your  honor, — 
the  iiavig»timi  of  the  St.  Ji>)im, — a  concession  tlio 
value  of  which  nobody  disputes,  —  a  conces«on  not 
to  ^[nin«  alone,  hut  to  tlie  wholo  country,  — to  com- 
merce, to  navigation,  ai«  far  as  winds  blow  or  wat«r)i 
roll, —  an  tqmvaleni  of  inappreciable  value,  opening 
an  ample  path  to  the  eea. — an  equivalent  in  part 
for  what  she  receives  of  the  territory  in  dispute. — 
a  hundred  thousaud  acres  in  New  Hampshire;  fifty 
tho;ifUii]d  acnes  in  Vermont  and  New  York ;  the  point 
of  land  commanding  the  great  military  way  to  and 
from  Canada  by  Luke  Ctiamplnin  ;  the  fair  and  fortile 
itland  of  St.  Oeoi^  ;  the  surremler  of  a  pertinacious 
pretention  to  fnur  millions  of  acrea  westward  nf  Lake 
Superior.  Sir.  I  will  not  say  that  thin  adjustment 
admits,  or  wax  designed  to  admit,  that  our  title  to 
the  whole  territory  in  controversy  was  perfect  and 
indisputable.  I  will  not  do  so  much  injusUee  to  the 
accomplished  and  exvvltent  pcnion  who  represented 
the  modi-raliou  and  the  good  sense  of  the  KnglUh 
Oovernment  and  jwopie  in  this  negotiation.  1  can- 
not adopt,  even  for  the  defence  of  a  treaty  which  I 
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so  much  upprovv,  ttiv  language  of  a  writci'  m  tits 
•  Loudon  Moruiiig  Cliroiiicle  '  of  SeptiMiibt- r  lust,  — 
who  has  b('«n  said  to  lie  Lord  I'alni«i-»Uiii, —  wlnwh 
over  and  ovrr  nsstrtA,  auliHtntitiitlly  a»  hU  lordsliip 
certainly  did  in  parliament,  that  th>.'  adjnstment  *  vir- 
liiaily  acknowledgeii  tlie  Auiei-ican  claim  to  the  whole 
of  the  disputed  temtory,'  and  that '  it  gives  England 
no  share  at  all.  —  ahsolutoly  uoue;  for  the  capilula- 
tion  vii-tually  and  piucticully  yields  up  the  whole 
territory  tu  thv  Unit«(I  SlaU*^  and  then  brings  back 
a  small  part  of  it  in  exchange  for  tlie  riglit  of  itavi* 
gating  the  St,  John.'  I  will  not  say  thin.  Itut  I  say 
tin*l,  tliat  by  concesaoii  of  everybody  it  is  a  better 
treaty  than  the  admiuistration  of  President  Jackson 
wonld  have  most  eagerly  conchiih'd.  if  by  the  offer  of 
a  million  and  a  quarter  aaes  of  liuid  tln-y  could  have 
procured  the  assent  of  Maine  to  it.  That  treaty  she 
rejected;  tliis  she  accepts;  mid  I  disparage  nobody 
when  I  maintain  that  uu  all  parts  and  all  aspects  of 
tliiit  question.  —  national  or  state,  military  or  indtis- 
trinl,  —  her  opitiioii  is  worth  that  of  the  wliok-  cuun- 
Iry  beside.  I  say  next  that  the  treaty  admits  tlio 
substantial  justice  of  your  general  claim.  It  admits 
that  in  itji  utmost  extent  it  was  plausible,  formidtilile, 
and  made  in  pure  good  faith.  It  admits  before  tlie 
natioua  that  we  have  not  been  rapacious ;  ha%'e  not 
made  false  clamor ;  that  we  have  asserted  our  own, 
and  obtained  our  own.  Adjudging  to  you  the  pos- 
session of  four  fifths  indisputably,  she  gives  you  foi 
the  one  fifth  which  you  voncedc  equivalents,  —  given 
at  tquivalcnO  —  eo  nomine, — on  purxjuse  to  soothe 
and  save  the  point  of  honor;  whoeo  iiitrinsical  and 
comparative  valui>  ia  such  that  you  nmy  accept  them 
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as  ci)uiraIeiitG  witluut  reproacb  to  your  juJ^enl.  or 
your  finntifse,  or  roar  good  faith,  —  wboee  uitriiiaical 
Mid  cumiianitivc  ^'alue,  triitl  br  the  m&xiins.  weighed 
in  th«  «c«hM  of  itn[>iTial  tralGv,  make  them  a  ccim)keti- 
Mtioa  over  mid  over  ngun  fur  all  we  concedv." 

But  1  linger  too  lotig  upon  hU  public  life,  and 
upon  tliU  one  of  it«  great  act«.  Willi  what  p^>fuu»d 
conviction  of  all  the  difficulties  which  beitet  it ;  with 
wbat  anxieties  for  the  issue,  hope  and  fear  allemateir 
preponderating,  he  entered  on  tliat  extreme  trial  of 
cnpacitr  and  good  fortune,  and  carried  it  thraugh. 
]  shall  not  iioon  for^^et.  As  if  it  were  last  nif^ht.  I 
recall  the  time  wht-n,  after  the  senate  had  nitilied  it 
in  ui  evening  executive  session  —  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
trine  to  nine  —  I  ])ersonally  carried  to  him  the  result, 
St  hijt  own  hoiiM-,  and  in  presence  of  his  vi(e.  Then, 
indeed,  the  nieMure  of  his  g\ory  and  happiness  seemed 
full.  Ill  the  exubemiit  liu)giui<r«  of  Burlce,  '*  I  ittood 
sear  him  ;  and  hi>i  facv,  to  it»e  the  expretisioa  of  tlw 
Scripliire  of  the  flr*t  inart\T,  was  aa  if  it  had  been 
the  face  of  an  angel.  *  Hope  elevate*!,  and  joy  bright- 
ened tiin  creat.'  I  do  not  know  how  others  feel :  but 
if  I  had  stood  in  that  situation,  I  would  not  have  ex- 
changed it  for  all  tliat  kings  or  [leople  couhl  bestow." 

Such  eminence  and  such  hold  on  the  public  mind  as 
be  attained  demands  extraordinary  genenJ  intellectual 
power,  mleqiiale  mental  culture,  nnin]pre^ive,attTao- 
Uvc,  energetic,  and  great  character,  and  extraoniinary 
specific  power  aliw)  of  influencing  the  convictions  and 
actions  of  others  by  speech.     These  all  he  had. 

That  in  the  qualitj-  of  pure  and  sheer  power  of 
intellect  he  was  of  the  first  class  of  men  is,  I  think, 
the  universal  judgment  of  all  who  tiave  personally 
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witnessed  tiittiiy  ot  his  higher  displays,  an(]  of  all  vrlio 
witliiint  that  opportimitj  liave  ntudied  his  life  in  its 
actions  nnd  intluetioes,  and  studied  his  mind  in  itn 
recorded  tlioiights.  Sometimes  it  haa  seemed  to  me 
that  to  enalde  one  to  appreciate  with  accuracy,  as  a 
psychological  speLnilution,  the  intrinsic  and  ubsolute 
volume  and  texture  of  tliat  brain,  —  the  rt-iil  r»to  and 
measure  of  thoso  abilities.  —  it  w<i«  better  uut  to  me 
or  hear  him.  unless  you  coiiKl  see  or  hear  hiui  fre- 
quently, and  in  various  tnoiles  of  exhibition;  for 
undoubtA'dly  there  wa»  something  in  Wis  connt«i)anfie 
and  heui'ing  so  expressivv  of  command,  —  something 
even  in  his  cnnveiiiAtional  language  when  saying, 
parva  summUte  et  moalica  temperate,  so  ex(|uisitely 
plausible,  embodying  the  lilcenesa  at  least  of  a  rich 
truth,  the  forms  at  least  of  a  large  generalization,  in 
an  epithet,  —  an  antithesis. — a  pointed  phrase.  —  a 
broad  and  peremptory  thesis.  —  and  something  in  his 
grander  forth-putting,  when  roused  by  a  great  sub- 
ject or  occasion  exciting  bis  reason  and  touching  bia 
moral  sentiments  and  bis  heart,  so  difficult  to  be  re- 
sisted, approaching  so  near,  guiug  su  far  beyond,  tho 
higher  style  of  amn ;  that  althuugli  it  left  ynu  a  very 
good  witiii'Sis  of  his  power  of  influencing  others,  you 
were  not  in  the  bewt  conrlition  immediately  l^  pro- 
nounce on  the  (^nality  or  the  sonrne  of  the  influence. 
You  saw  the  flash  and  heard  ttie  peal,  and  felt  the 
admiration  and  fear;  but  from  what  region  it  was 
launched,  and  by  what  divinity,  and  from  what 
Olympian  scat,  you  eould  not  certainly  yet  tell.  To 
do  tliiit  you  must,  if  you  saw  him  at  all,  see  him 
many  times ;  compare  him  with  himself,  and  with 
others ;  follow  liis  dazzling  career  Irom  his  father's 
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hoiLie  :  nlwerve  from  what  competitors  lie  won  Uioae 
Ifturels;  atiidy  hb  dUcotirseti,  —  »tudy  tliein  by  tliv 
side  of  tboae  of  other  great  men  of  tli'm  couiilrv  iind 
tame,  and  of  other  conntriei*  and  tinier,  oonHpiouoUH 
in  thi'  same  fields  of  n]«iit»t  achievenieitt,  —  look 
through  tlie  crystal  water  of  the  fltyle  down  to  the 
'  goldeii  »indd  of  the  tliought ;  analyze  and  eontmst 
intclleftutti  power  Homewhfit;  conaider  what  kind 
ami  what  (|tiiinttty  of  it  bis  been  held  by  students  of 
mind  iii-edful  in  ordor  to  great  cniiuence  in  the  bighcr 
matbeumtie^,  or  iiu'tHgibysivM,  or  rtfison  of  the  law  ; 
wliat  oapneity  to  analyze,  tbroiif;h  and  through,  to 
the  primurdiid  elenicnU  uf  tlie  truths  of  that  sci- 
ence ;  yet  what  witsdoiu  and  Mobriety,  in  order  to  oon* 
trol  tb»  wBntonne»K  nnd  sbuti  tlie  a)«itr(Iitie-8  of  n 
mere  scholastic  k><;io,  by  s;F~steinutizing  ideaa,  Hud 
combining  thcin,  am)  repre»tii};  one  by  another,  thus 
producing  —  not  a  collection  of  intense  and  conflict- 
ing i>ariuloxcs.  but — a  code — scientifically  cobctcnt 
and  pnictically  uacful,  —  consider  wliat  deticription 
and  wlint  ({oantity  of  mind  huvo  been  held  needl'id 
by  students  of  mind  in  order  to  oon spit; nous  v.mU 
n«uce  —  long  maintained  —  in  8tat«»nianslup :  that 
great  praclieal  science,  that  great  plniosophicat  art, 
wbo!«e  ends  are  the  existviioe,  happiiK'xs,  and  honor 
of  a  nation  ;  whose  truths  are  to  be  drawn  from  the 
widest  snrvey  of  man,  —  of  social  man,  —  of  t  lie  par- 
ticular race  and  particular  community  for  wliiuh  a 
government  is  to  be  made  or  kept,  or  a  policy  to  bo 
provided  ;  "  philosophy  in  aelion,"  demandii^  at 
once  or  affording  place  for  the  highest  speculative 
gouius  and  tlie  most  skilful  couduct  of  men  and  of 
aGaiiH ;  and  finally  consider  what  degree  and  kind  of 
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iiieiitnl  [Hiwer  Ii«»  been  found  to  be  reqiiireil  in  order 
to  influence  tlie  reason  of  an  au<Iiencc  ftml  n  imtion 
by  speech,  —  not  iimgnetiziug  the  mere  nervous  or 
emotional  nature  by  an  effort  of  tbat  iiatun',  —  but 
operating  on  reason  by  reason  —  a  grt-at  reputation 
ill  forensic  ami  deliberative  eloquence,  maintained 
and  advancing  for  a  lifetime.  —  it  la  tbuH  that  we 
come  to  be  sure  that  his  intellectual  power  waa  as 
real  and  as  uniform  as  its  very  happiest  particular 
display  had  been  imposing  and  remarkable. 

It  was  uot  quite  so  easy  to  analyze  tbat  power,  to 
compure  or  vontnist  it  with  that  of  other  mental  ce- 
lebrities, and  show  how  it  differed  or  resembled,  as  it 
wan  to  discern  itn  existence. 

Whether  he  would  have  exoolled  as  much  in  other 
Qelds  of  exertion  —  in  speculative  philosophy,  for  ex- 
ample, ill  any  of  il«  dei>»rlment«  —  i^a  pi'oblem  irapoa- 
Siblfi  to  determine  and  needless  to  mov«.  To  me  it 
Bevms  quiUj  clear  that  the  whole  wcallh  of  hut  poweris 
his  whole  emotional  nature,  bis  eloquent  feeling,  his 
inaKrhless capacity  to affett  othei-s'  conduct  by  affecting 
their  practical  judgments,  could  not  have  been  known, 
could  not  have  been  poured  fortli  in  a  stream  so  rich 
and  strong  and  full,  could  not  have  su  reacted  on  and 
aided  and  winged  the  mighty  inlelligeiioe,  in  atiy  other 
walk  of  mind,  or  life,  than  that  he  ebo««e  ;  that  in  any 
other  there  must  have  been  some  dUjoiuing  of  qualities 
wliich  God  had  united,  —  some  divorce  of  pure  intel- 
lect from  the  helps  or  hindrances  or  companionship  of 
common  sense  and  beautiful  genius ;  and  tbat  in  any 
field  of  s])ectdative  ideas,  hut  half  of  him,  or  part  of 
kim,  could  bnvc  found  its  sphere.  What  that  part 
might  have  been  or  done,  it  is  vniu  to  inquire. 
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[I   hnve  lieen  tolil  tlint  tli«  assertion  lias  l»e«n  haz- 
iuxIimI  thai  lie  "  wiut  gi««l  ia  uiKlcrstaiidiiig ;  delicieut 
ill    tiiv  targe  reason  ;"  mid  to  prove  Uiia  dbtiDotion 
he   18  compared  disadvantagemLih-  with   "Socrates; 
Aristotle  ;  I'latu  ;  Leibnitz :  Newton  ;  and  Descttrtes." 
If  this  meaaa  tl\at  he  did  not  derote  hia  luiiid,  siicb 
tm  it  was,  to  their  iipecuJatioiiii,  it  is  truv ;  but  thnt 
Would   not  prove  that  h«  had  not  as  mucii  "  higher 
reason."     Where  \nt»  Bucuit's  hi'if/ier  rfuoH  whvii  he 

In^as  composing;  his  rKa«li)i{|  oii  Uie  Stiitutv  of  U»eii? 
Mail  Im  lo«t  it?  or  wiw  he  only  not  employing  it  ?  or 
Wux  lie  employing  it  on  an  investigation  of  law?  If 
it  means  that  he  had  not  as  much  ab-ioliite  intellectual 
I>ower  as  they,  or  cotild  not,  in  their  departments, 
liave  cloni'  what  tlioy  did.  it  may  be  dismissed  as  a 
dogina  inc-apabli'  of  proof  and  iueapuble  of  refuta- 
taoii  ;  iiii>frei;lual  lut  a  disparugemunt ;  uiipbilosophicul 
ma  u  comparison. 

tit  i*  too  common  with  tliose  who  come  from  tlie 
Jreveries  of  a  cloisterfi<i  .ipeculalion  ta  judge  a  practi- 
cal life,  to  sny  of  him,  and  .such  fu-i  he,  tliat  they  "do 
not  enlarge  univental  law,  and  lir^t  principles ;  and 
I  [)1iiloso)ihical  ideuo  :  "  that  "  they  add  no  nt-w  niiixini 
formed  by  itiduLtion  out  of  human  history  and  old 
tiiought."  lu  this  there  is  some  truth ;  and  yet  it 
trttnlly  fails  to  prove  that  ihcy  do  not  possess  all  the 

tiutellectual  power,  and  all  the  specific  form  of  intel- 
lectual power,  required  for  such  a  dc»cri]>tion  of 
achievement;  and  it  totally  faiK  too,  to  prove  thnt 

Ptlicy  do  not  use  it  (juite  u»  truly  to  "  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  bettering  of  man's  estate."  Whether 
they  poaaew  such  power  or  not,  the  evidence  docs  not 
cliappo»e;  and  it  is  a  pedantic  dogumtism,  if  it  is  not 


too 


EDLOOr  ON  DASrai,  WEBSTER. 


H  mnlif^tiitiit  dogmatism,  wlik^li,  from  auch  evidenee^ 
proiiuiiiii-os  lliut  tlicy  <1o  iiul;  but  it  k  duiibtWss  so, 
Uiiit  liy  an  origimil  biu^s  by  acciilmitAl  cii-vunisttuiom 
or  deliberate  chotc«,  he  det«nniiied  early  to  devote 
himself  tn  a  ]iractica1  and  great  duty,  and  tlial  was 
to  uphold  a  reiieiit,  delicate,  and  complex  political 
synteui,  which  hiti  .studies,  hin  nagacity,  taught  him, 
OS  Solon  learned,  waa  the  best  the  people  could  bear  ; 
to  uphold  it ;  to  adapt  iU  esiiential  principles  and  its 
actual  organism  to  the  great  changes  of  his  time  ;  the 
enlarging  territory ;  enlarging  numbers;  sharper  an- 
tagotiisnis;  mightier  passions;  a.  uen*  nationality  : 
and  under  it,  and  by  means  of  it,  and  \>y  a  steady 
government,  a  wise  policy  of  basincss,  a  temperate 
conduct  uf  foreign  relations,  to  enable  a  pcopli;  to 
develop  their  reMOur^vs,  and  fulfil  tbeii-  mission.  This 
he  tielectod  an  his  ivork  on  edrth  ;  this  his  task ;  tht«, 
if  well  done,  bin  consolation,  his  joy.  Ins  triumph! 
To  this,  eall  it,  in  comparison  with  tlie  nieditntioius  of 
philosophy,  hnmlile  or  high,  he  brought  all  tJie  vast 
gifts  of  intellect,  whatever  they  were,  wherewith  God 
had  eniiched  him.  And  now,  do  they  infer  that, 
because  he  selected  such  a  work  to  do  he  coidd  not 
have  posf^cssed  the  higher  form  of  intLdlcctuiit  power  : 
or  do  they  say  timl,  bceause,  having  selci-tfd  it,  he 
performed  it  witli  a  miislerly  and  uniform  sagacity 
and  pniibrtue  iiiid  good  sense,  using  ever  the  appro- 
piinte  meaii!*  to  llie  selocled  end  ;  that  therefore  he 
could  not  have  possesst^d  the  higher  form  of  intellectual 
power?  HecaiHC  all  his  life  long  he  recogniKed  ihat 
his  vocation  was  that  of  a  statesman  and  a  jurist,  not 
that  of  a  thinker  and  dreamer  in  the  shade,  still  le^ 
of  a  general  agitator ;  tliat  his  duties  connected  them- 
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t  selves  mainly  with  an  existing  atupendout;  political 
oolcr  of  tilings,  to  be  kvytt  —  to  be  adapted  with  all 
possible  civil  di«:retion  uud  t«inper  to  the  growth  of 
the   iiftti')n  —  but  by  no  means  to  be  exchanged  for 
^     any    qiianlily  of  amorphous    niultcr  in  tbv  form  of 
I    "  univvrtnl  law  "  or  new  in.-ixtins  uud  greiit  idi>as  bom 
~    since  tho  lw<c  change  i)f  the  motm  —  beoittiKt!  hu  q»it« 
^    h»bitunllj  Hpoke  the  Initgiiagd  of  the  ConMtitntion 
f   an<i   the  law.  not  the  jihraspnlogy  of  a  new  philoso- 
phy ;    coBfining   himself   very  much   to   inculcating 
hi»toncal,  truditional,  and  iiiduipensable   maxims, — 
neutrality;  justice;  good  faith;  observance  of  fun- 

Idamentttl  compact*  of  Union  and  the  like  —  because 
it  was  America  —  our  America — he  sought  to  pre- 
serve, and  to  set  forward  to  her  glory  —  not  so  much 
an  abslract  conception  of  humanity  —  because  he 
couUl  combine  many  ideas;  many  elements;  many 
ant»goiiiHins ;  in  u  biU'montoiis.  and  noble  practical 
■  politic^',  initlead  of  fui>li'ning  on  one  only,  and  —  that 
»are  sign  of  jiniaU  or  perverted  ability  —  aggravating 
it  to  (Iiii*a.'*«  and  faWliood.  —  is  it  therefore  inferred 
that  be  had  not  the  larger  form  of  intellectual  power  ? 
And  thifl  power  was  not  oppressed,  but  aided  and 
ttcconiplished  by  exercise  the  most  constant,  the  most 
Bevere.  the  most  stimulant,  and  by  a  force  of  will  as 
remarkable  as  his  genius  and  by  adequate  mental 
and  tasteful  culture,  llovr  much  the  eminent  great- 
nesd  it  reached  is  due  to  the  various  and  lofty  comiw- 
tition  to  wliicb  he  brought,  if  he  could,  the  most 
careful  preparatiuu  —  conipctitinn  with  adversariea 
cum  ^iiru»  etrtare  crat  ifloriotiut,  fjuam  omnino  attver- 
aariot  iioit  habere,  cam  prcmrtim  non  tnodo,  nunquam 
•»(  aut  illoran  ab  iptv  eurtut  irnptdittUt  avit  ah  iptit 
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niut,  fed  contra  temper  alter  ab  altera  a-ijutua,  et  com.- 
mnnicn7nio,  et  moneniio,  et  favendo,  you  may  well  ap- 
prt'oiiittf. 

I  claim  iniich,  too,  uriilor  the  luimc  of  mure  ine iitKl 
ciiltui'e.  Rt'iunrk  hi*  .tiyle.  I  ollow  its  full  wt-ight 
to  the  Hoi-atiaii  maxitii,  grril-miU  rreti'  tajn'm  ett  ft 
priiKipium  et  fmit,  aiu)  I  admit  that  lie  had  deep  and 
exqiiinite  jiiilgment.  largely  of  the  gift  of  God,  But 
8uch  a  style  as  his  is  due  also  to  art,  to  practice,  —  in 
the  matter  of  style,  incessant,  —  to  great  examples 
of  fine  writing,  tui'ned  by  the  nightly  and  tlio  daily 
liHinl ;  to  Ciocro,  tlirontjli  whose  pcUueid,  deep  iwas 
the  pearl  show;*  distinct  and  largo  and  near,  a^  if 
within  the  arms  reach ;  tit  Virgit,  whose  magic  of 
word*,  whose  exquisite  structuri-  and  "  rich  economy 
of  expresxion,"  no  other  writer  ever  equalled  ;  to  onr 
English  Bible,  and  especially  to  the  prophetical  writ- 
ings, and  of  these  especially  to  Bzekiel.  of  some  of 
whose  peculiarities,  and  among  them  that  of  the  repe- 
tition of  single  wunln  or  phriwca,  for  vmpha^s  and 
imprcfisiiin,  a  friend  has  called  my  attention  to  some 
very  striking  illustrations;  to  Sliakspeare,  of  the  style 
of  whosii  eomie  dialogue  we  may,  in  the  language  of 
the  great  critic,  assert  "  that  it  is  that  which  in  the 
Knglisli  nation  is  never  to  become  obsolete,  a  certain 
mode  of  phraflcology  so  consonant  and  c{»ngenia]  to 
analogy,  to  prineiplea  of  the  language,  aa  to  remain 
settled  and  unaltered,-^)!  style  above  giosrincsH, 
below  mo<lish  and  pedantic  forms  of  speech,  where 
propriety  resides;"  to  Addison,  whom  Jolnison,  Mack- 
ioto^h,  and  Macaulay  concur  to  put  at  the  head  of 
all  fine  writers,  for  the  amenity,  delicacy,  and  nn- 
ostentJitious  elegance  of  his  English ;  to  Pope,  pol- 
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isiied,  coniloni^vd,  «i-ti(^iitioiis;  to  Johnson  and  lliirke, 
in  whom  nil  the  nfUiionce  nnd  all  the  uiiergj'  of  our 
tongiit^  in  both  it«  great  elements  of  Saxon  and  Latin, 
might  be  t-xemplified ;  to  the  stiidy  and  coiuiMiriHon, 
but  not  the  copying,  of  authors  such  hs  these ;  to 
liabits  of  writing  and  spciiking  Hnd  convijming  un 
tlie  ciipitnl  llicory  of  always  <loiiig  his  Witt,  —  thus, 
eoiiiewhat,  1  think,  was  acijuired  that  remarkable 
jiroiliictinn,  "  the  last  work  of  conihined  study  and 
geiiiiiR."  hia  rich,  clear,  correct,  haitnonious,  and 
weighty  style  of  prose. 

Beyond  these  studieii  and  exercises  of  tastv,  he  had 
read  variously  and  judiciously.  If  any  piihlic  man, 
or  any  man,  had  inoi^-  thoroughly  »iastori;d  British 
couslitutiiiniil  and  general  history,  or  the  history  uf 
British  Icgislution,  or  could  deduce  the  progress, 
enut,  cavisi'S,  and  hlndrnni-vs  of  Briltsb  liht'rty  in  more 
prompt,  exact,  and  copious  dt-lail,  or  had  in  his  mero- 
coy,  ftt  Any  given  moment)  a  more  ample  political 
biogi-aphy.  or  political  literature,  I  do  not  know  him. 
His  librarj-  of  Knglish  liistory,  and  of  all  history,  was 
always  rich,  select,  and  catholic;  and  1  well  recollect 
hearing  hint,  in  1819,  while  attouding  a  connnence- 
uicnt  of  this  College,  at  an  evening  party,  sketch, 
with  great  emphasis  nud  interest  of  manner,  the  mer- 
its of  George  Kuohunan,  the  liwtomn  of  Scotland, — 
Ilia  Latinity  and  elotjuenee  almost  equal  to  Livy's,  bis 
love  of  liberty  and  his  genius  greater,  and  bis  title  to 
credit  not  much  worse.  American  history  and  Amer- 
ican political  literature  he  had  by  heart.  The  long 
series  of  iuflu(>nces  that  trained  us  for  representative 
and  free  government ;  that  olhor  series  of  intluences 
which  moulded   us  Into  a  united  government, — the 
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colonial  era,  the  age  of  controveng^  before  the  Revo- 
lution ;  evpry  scene  and  every  person  in  that  great 
traj^ti  action,  the  age  of  controversy  folluwing  llie 
Kvvoliitiuii,  and  preceding  the  Constitution,  unlike 
the  earlier,  in  whidi  we  divided  among  oursclvi-s  ou 
the  greatest  quuHtiunx  wliii;h  e,in  «ngiigu  the  mind  of 
America,  —  Uie  questions  of  the  enislence  of  a  na- 
tional government,  of  the  continued  existence  of 
the  State  governmentj*,  on  the  partition  of  jxiwere, 
on  the  umpirage  of  disputes  hetween  tJiem,  —  a  con- 
trovi-psy  uu  wliich  the  destiny  of  the  New  World  \ma 
staked ;  everj-  problem  which  ha»  successively  en- 
gaged our  politics,  and  every  name  vrhich  has  6gured 
in  tltem,  —  the  whole  stream  of  our  time  tva«  open, 
clear,  and  present  ever  to  his  eye. 

I  think,  too,  that,  though  not  a  frequent  and  am- 
bitious citer  of  uuthorlties,  be  had  reail,  in  the  course 
of  the  study  of  his  profession  or  politics,  and  liiid 
meditated  all  the  great,  writers  and  thinlceiit  by  whom 
the  principles  of  ivpublican  government,  and  all  free 
governments,  are  most  authoritatively  espoiuided. 
Aristotle,  Cicero.  Machiavel,  —  one  of  whoso  dis- 
courses on  Livy  maintains,  in  so  nmsterly  an  lugu- 
niout.  how  much  wiser  and  more  constant  aro  tlio 
people  than  the  ]>rinee.  a  <loctrinu  of  libei'ty  eonsolit- 
tory  and  full  of  joy.  —  Harrington,  Milton,  Sidney, 
Locke,  I  know  he  had  reiul  and  weighed. 

Other  elii^ses  of  information  there  wei'e, — partly 
obtained  from  hooks,  partly  from  ohser\'atiou,  to  some 
extent  refei-ablo  to  Iiis  two  main  employments  of 
polities  and  law,  —  by  which  he  was  distinguished 
remarkably.  Thus,  nobody  but  was  struck  with  hia 
knowledge  of  civil  and  physical  geography,  and,  to  a 
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less  extent,  of  geology  nnd  miM'S ;  of  nil  the  great 
routes  and  martji  of  our  foi-eiyii.  coa-stwUe,  mid  in- 
terior cornjnevce.  the  subjects  which  it  exchanges,  the 
wliole  circle  of  industry  it  comprehends  and  pa!<sea 
ftrouufl;  the  kindti  of  our  mvehuntcid  and  mauufnc- 
ttiring  pi-mliiotions,  and  their  rpUtions  to  all  labor 
and  life;  the  history,  theone^t,  and  practice  of  agri- 
outture. — our  own  and  that  of  other  countriea,^ 
and  ita  relations  to  government,  liberty.  happineiiH, 
and  tlio  character  of  nations.  This  kind  of  informa- 
tiou  euriehed  and  assiuti'd  all  his  public  efforts ;  but 
to  appreciate  the  variety  and  accuracy  of  his  knowl- 
edge, nnd  even  the  tnie  compass  of  his. mind,  you 
muHt  have  had  some  familiarity  with  bin  friendly 
written  correspondence,  and  yon  must  Imve  oouvcrsed 
with  him  with  some  degree  of  freedom.  Tliere,  more 
than  in  senatorial  or  forensic  debate,  gleamed  the 
true  riches  of  his  genius,  as  well  »s  the  goodness  of 
h\»  large  heart,  and  the  kindness  of  bis  noble  nature. 
There,  witli  no  longer  a  great  part  to  dUchargii.  no 
longer  compelled  lo  weigh  and  meiiMTirc  propositions, 
to  tread  the  dizzy  heighlei  which  part  the  antagonisms 
of  the  Constitution,  to  pnt  aside  allusions  iiu<l  illus- 
trations which  crowded  on  his  mind  in  action,  but 
whieb  the  dignity  of  a  public  appearance  had  to  re- 
ject, in  llio  confidence  of  hospitality,  which  ever  he 
pensed  as  a  priuce  who  also  was  a  friend,  bis  niem- 
y  —  one  of  his  most  extraordinary  faculties  ijuite 
in  proportion  to  all  the  rest  —  swept  free  over  the 
readings  and  labors  of  more  than  half  a  century; 
and  then,  allusions,  direct  and  ready  quotations,  » 
passing,  mature  criticism,  sometimes  only  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  mere  emotions  which  a  glorious  passage 
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or  inUi'estiikg  event  had  once  excited,  darkening  for 
a  iiioment  the  faee  and  filling  the  eye.  often  an  in- 
structive exposition  of  a  current  niaxini  of  philosophy 
or  politics,  the  history  of  «n  invention,  the  recital  of 
some  incident  ciisting  a  new  tight  on  some  transac- 
tion or  some  iiiiitittition.  —  this  flow  of  uu'itudiAd 
vonv^rsEition,  tjiiilc  as  roiiiorknble  n*  any  other  ex- 
hiliition  of  his  mind,  hctlor  than  any  other,  ]>erhnps, 
at  once  opcnod  an  unexpected  glimpse  of  his  variona 
ac()niremeiil»,  and  gave  yon  to  experience,  delightedly, 
that  the  "  mild  RentimentH  have  their  eloquence  aa 
well  as  the  stormy  passions." 

There  must  be  added,  next,  the  element  of  an  im- 
pressive character,  inspiring  regard,  trust,  and  ad- 
miration, not  unminglei)  with  love.  It  had,  I  think, 
iiitriiisteally  a  charm  such  as  belongs  only  to  a  good, 
noble,  and  beautiful  mitiire.  In  its  combination  with 
MO  much  fame,  so  nmch  force  of  will,  and  so  much 
intellect,  it  Hiled  and  fascinated  the  imagination  and 
heart.  It  waa  affectionate  in  childhood  and  youth, 
and  it  was  more  than  ever  so  in  the  few  last  months 
of  hi^  long  life.  It  is  the  universal  testimony  that 
he  gave  to  his  parents,  in  largest  measure,  honor, 
love,  obedience;  that  he  eagerly  appropriated  the  first 
meamt  which  be  could  command  to  n'lieve  the  fiithvr 
from  the  debts  contracted  to  eilncate  his  brother  and 
himself ;  that  he  seUctt-d  his  first  place  of  profe-nsional 
practice  that  he  might  soolbe  the  coming  on  of  his 
old  age;  that  all  through  life  he  neglected  no  occa- 
sion —  sometimes  when  leaning  on  the  ann  of  a 
friend,  alone,  with  faltering  voice,  sometimes  in  the 
presence  of  great  assemblies,  where  th«  tide  of  gen- 
eral emotion  made  it  graceful — to  express  his  "iiBFiM* 
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tionate  veaeration  of  him  who  reared  and  defended 
Ui«  log  cabin  in  which  hh  elder  hrothera  and  ftittters 
vfvrii  bora,  agitinst  savage  violence  and  destruction, 
chemhed  all  the  domestic  virtues  beneath  iu  roof, 
and,  ihrongli  the  the  and  bluod  of  soma  yean  of 
revolutionary  war,  shrank  fiy>m  no  danger,  no  toil,  no 
sacrifice,  to  serve  Itis  countrii',  and  to  rai^  his  chil- 
dren  to  a  condition  better  than  his  own." 

Etjimlly  beautiful  was  his  love  nf  all  his  kindred 
and  of  all  liis  frieatls.  When  I  hear  hira  accused  of 
telflidinees.  Hud  a  cold,  bad  nature,  I  recall  bim  lying 
sleepless  all  ni^hl,  not  without  teara  of  boyhood,  con- 
ferring with  K^ekiel  how  the  darling  desire  of  both 
hearts  should  be  compa»«ed,  and  he,  too,  admilterl 
to  the  preeioiw  privileges  of  educattuu ;  courageously 
pleading  the  i^au»e  of  both  brotheiK  in  the  morning; 
prevailing  by  tb«  wL-^e  and  diitceniing  affection  of  the 
mother :  HUK])endiiig  his  studies  of  the  law.  and  reps- 
Icring  deeds  and  teaching  school  to  earn  the  means, 
for  both,  of  availing  tbemiielves  of  the  opportunity 
which  the  pan'otul  sclf-sucrilice  had  placed  wJtltiti 
their  reach;  loving  liim  through  lift),  mourning  liini 
when  (lead,  willi  a  love  and  a  swrrow  very  wonderful, 
jiafstng  tlie  sorrow  of  woman  ;  I  recall  the  hnsbaud, 
the  father  of  the  living  and  of  the  early  departed, 
tlie  friend,  the  counsellor  of  tnauy  yeara,  and  my 
heart  grow«  too  full  and  Uiguid  for  the  refutation  of 
worils. 

Hi)«  afTcctionnte  nature,  craving  ever  friendship,  as 
iwell  aa  the  presence  of  kindred  blood,  diffused  itnelf 
through  all  b)»  private  life,  gave  sincerity  to  all  his 
ho9pitalilie)^  kindneaa  to  hi»  eye,  warmth  to  the  press- 
ure of   his  hand ;   made   Ms   greatness  and  genius 
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uiibeiKl  themttelvcs  to  the  playfiiliieas  of  childhood, 
flowed  out  in  gra<?efiil  menioiica  indulged  of  the  past 
or  the  dead,  of  incidents  when  life  was  young  and 
promised  to  be  happy, — gave  generous  skctchea  of 
hU  riviil!", —  tlu.- high  eontviitiou  now  hidden  hy  the 
handful  of  earth,  —  hours  pivsscd  fifty  ywire  ago  with 
great  authorit,  rt^c-alled  for  the  venial  emotionii  which 
then  they  made  to  live  and  revel  in  the  ttoul.  And 
from  these  convei'sadona  of  friendship,  no  man  —  no 
mau,  old  op  young  —  went  away  to  remember  one 
word  of  profaneiiess.  one  alluMon  of  indelica^^y,  one 
impure  thought,  one  unbelieving  HuggestioQ,  one 
doubt  cast  on  the  reality  of  virtue,  of  putrioti^n, 
of  cnthuftiasin,  of  the  progress  of  man,  —  one  doubt 
cost  ou  righteousness,  or  ti'uiparaucc.  or  judgmeiit 
to  com*. 

Every  one  of  his  tastes  and  recreations  announced 
the  same  type  of  chai-acter.  His  love  of  j^iiculiure, 
of  sporw  in  the  oj)en  air,  of  the  outward  worlil  in 
starlight  and  storms,  and  sea  an<l  boundless  wilder- 
ness.—  partly  a  result  of  the  influences  of  the  first 
fourteen  years  of  his  life,  pei-petuated  like  its  oUier 
afTectioiis  and  itn  other  lessons  of  a  mother's  love,— 
the  Psalms,  the  Bible,  the  stories  of  the  waw, — 
partly  the  return  of  an  unsophUtieated  and  healthful 
nature,  tiring,  for  a  space,  of  the  idle  businesa  of 
political  life,  ibi  distinctions,  its  nrtiflcinlities.  to  em- 
ployment*, to  sensaliona  which  interest  without  agi- 
t»tiug  the  uiiivvrstd  nice  alike,  as  God  has  framed  it, 
in  which  one  feels  himself  only  a  niau,  fjishioiunl 
from  the  earth,  set  to  till  it,  appointetl  to  reliini  to 
it,  yet  made  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  and  with  a 
Rpirit  that  shall  not  die,  — all  displayed  a  man  whom 
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the  most  vorious  iutercoiirse  with  the  world,  the 
longest  career  of  Btrifc  and  honors,  the  consciousness 
of  int{.-llcctual  auprcniiicy,  the  coming  in  of  a  wtdo 
fnnie,  conitlantly  eiilarj^iiig,  li'ft,  m  he  wutt  ut  first, 
)iatural.  Mmple.  manly,  gonial,  kind. 

Von  wiU  all  concur,  I  think,  with  a  learned  friend 
who  thiis  calU  my  uttention  to  the  resemblance  of  his 
chuructvr.  in  itomo  of  these  particulars,  to  that  of 
WiiUiT  Scott:  — 

"  Nature  (endowed  Loth  with  nthlvtJo  frnQii!<8.  nnd  a 
noMe  presence;  hoth  paAHJonately  loved  rural  life, 
its  laboi'A  and  ^port.i;  possessed  a  manly  i<iniplii.'Ity, 
free  fnnii  all  affectation,  genial  and  social  tanles  full 
mindit,  anil  happy  elocution :  both  stamped  themselves 
with  indelible  marks  npon  the  age  in  which  Ihey  lived ; 
both  were  laborioiis.  and  always  with  high  and  vir- 
tuous aims,  ardent  in  patriotism,  overflowing  with 
love  of  'kindred  blotHl.'  and.  above  uU,  fmnk  aatl 
unostentatious  Christians." 

I  have  learned  by  evidence  the  mo»t  direct  ami 
snti:«factory,  that. in  the  la*t  montlw  of  his  life,  Utc 
whole  aflectionatenesii  of  hi»  nature  ;  hijt  ccnttideration 
of  others ;  his  gentleness ;  his  desire  to  make  them 
happy  and  to  see  them  happy,  seemed  to  come  out  in 
more  and  more  beautiful  and  Iiiibitual  expres«on  than 
ever  before.  The  long  day's  public  tasks  were  felt 
to  be  done;  the  chivs,  the  unei-rtiiintics,  the  nicntfd 
ounflietH  of  high  place,  were  ended ;  nnd  he  came 
home  to  recover  himself  for  the  few  yeaiv  which  be 
might  still  expect  would  be  his  l>efoi-e  he  should  go 
hence  1o  he  here  no  more.  And  there,  I  am  assured 
and  fiiliy  believe,  no  unbecoming  regreta  puntued 
him ;  no  discontent,  as  for  injustice  suffered  or  expec- 
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tations  uiifiiUilleil ;  ni>  8ulf-repix)ncli  for  any  tiling 
done  or  any  thing  oniilled  by  himself ;  tin  imlation, 
iio  peevisljiiestt  unworthy  of  his  iiobl«  nature;  but 
iiu)t«»d.  love  and  liopc  for  liU  country,  when  she  be- 
i-uii)(.>  tlif  Hubjciit  of  conversation  :  and  far  all  aronud 
hiiH,  ibu  dcarvsl  ftiid  most  itidi&'crc'nt,  for  idl  brciilh- 
ing  tilings  about  litin,  the  oveifiow  of  thi;  kindest 
heart  growing  in  gentleness  aiicl  lienevolent^e ;  pater- 
nal, patriarchal  affeotions,  seeming  to  become  mora 
natural,  warm,  and  comiounicative  every  hour.  Softer 
and  yet  brighter  grew  tlie  tints  on  the  sky  of  parting 
dny;  tind  tliii  lust  liiigeriuj^  niye,  mori;  even  thuti  thu 
glories  of  noon,  announced  liow  divinti  was  the  houtcv 
from  wliicli  they  pi't.iceeded  ;  how  incapable  to  be 
qiieiioliod ;  how  certnin  to  rise  on  n  morning  which 
uo  night  shouhl  follow. 

Sncli  a  charaeter  was  made  to  be  loved.  It  was 
loved.  Tho.te  who  knew  and  saw  it  in  ite  liour  of 
calm  —  those  who  could  repose  on  that  soft  green — 
loved  liim.  His  plain  neighbors  loved  him;  and  one 
said,  when  he  wus  laid  in  hifi  griivc,  "How  loiic^omo 
the  world  seems ! "  Edueak-d  yonng  nun  lovod  him. 
The  ministei-M  of  the  gois|K-I,  the  general  iutvlligence 
of  the  conntry,  Ihe  niasst^s  afar  off,  loved  him.  True, 
they  had  not  foniid  in  hi.-^  speeches,  read  by  millioua, 
so  much  adulation  of  the  people;  so  much  of  the 
music  which  robs  the  public  reason  of  itself;  &o  many 
phrases  of  humanity  and  philanthropy;  aud  some 
had  told  them  he  was  lofty  and  cold,  —  solitary  in 
his  greatness;  but  every  year  tliey  came  neurer  auil 
nearer  to  him,  and  as  they  came  iiesHTr,  tliey  loved 
him  better;  they  heard  how  lender  the  sou  had  been, 
the  husband,  the  brother,  the  father,  the  friend,  and 
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neighlior ;  tbiit  lie  was  plum,  mmple,  imturul,  gciicrou», 
bospilublo,  —  thi-  lieai't  liirgcr  t]i;iii  the  bruin;  that  ha 
loved  little  cliiMi«ii  and  revuiencfd  tlud,  the  Scrip- 
tures, the  8al>li!ith>dtiy,  the  Onii»tttution,  and  the 
law, ^ninl  thiir  hearts  clave  unto  him.  More  truly 
of  him  than  even  of  the  gi-eat  naval  darling  of  Eng- 
land might  it  be  said,  tliat  "  his  prosoncv  would  wjt 
Uie  ehurch-bclls  riiigirifj,  and  give  »uhool-boy»  ft  holi- 
day,—  would  bring  c-hiUlien  from  school  and  old 
nioii  from  the  chimney-corntn-,  to  gaie  on  liini  ere  he 
dwd."  The  great  and  unavailing  lamentation  first 
revealed  the  deep  place  he  had  in  the  heartis  of  bis 
countrymen. 

You  are  now  to  add  to  tliia  his  extraordinary  power 
of  infiuencing  the  convictions  of  others  by  speech,  and 
you  have  completed  the  survey  of  the  means  of  Ida 
greatness.  Aud  here,  agnin.  I  begin,  by  admiring 
an  Kggregat^^i  nindc  up  of  excellc»cv»  and  tiiinnphx, 
ordiiuiriiy  deemed  incompatible.  He  ttpoke  with 
consummate  ability  to  the  bench,  and  yet  exactly  as, 
according  to  every  sound  canon  of  taste  and  etbics, 
tlio  bench  ought  to  be  uddresseil.  lie  spoke  with 
coii»in»mat«  ability  to  the  jury,  and  yet  exactly  w, 
according  to  every  soimd  cunon,  that  totidly  difFcrcut 
tribunal  ought  to  be  addressed.  In  the  halls  of  con- 
gress, before  the  people  Kisscmbled  for  political  dis- 
cussion in  masses,  before  audiences  smalh-r  and  more 
select,  assembled  for  .some  solemn  commemoration  of 
the  [>ast  or  of  the  dead.  —  in  each  of  these,  again, 
his  speech,  of  the  first  form  of  ability,  was  exactly 
adapt«d,  also,  to  the  critical  proprieties  of  the  place  i 
each  achieved,  when  delivered,  the  most  ini^tant  and 
specific  success  of  eloquence,  —  some  of  them  i»  « 
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•jiUmdli)  nnd  rcmarkiible  degree;  ami  yet,  etnnger 
■till,  when  rwliR-ecl  to  writing,  as  tlw-y  fell  frotn  hw 
il|M,  IIm-'J  (:om]KiiM}  ■  body  of  rvndiiig,  —  in  luany  vol- 
mutri,  —  aolid,  cleat,  rich,  and  full  of  harmony. — a 
elaMJenl  ami  ]H'rn)«n<ii>t  political  litenture. 

And  yul  nil  tlietie  modcA  of  Iiis  eIo<iufnce.  exactly 

«<lu])tud  eaiih  to  its  Btage  and  its  end,  were  staiuped 

Willi    liiH    iiuagLi    ami   supenicription,   identified   by 

cliaiu<-ti'i'iiiticH    iiicnpHble    to   bi'   counterfeited,    and 

iin|>iiiwililrt  to  bo  luihtalteii.     Th«  iwine  higb  \toveT  ot 

renHoii,  intent  in  every  one  to  explore  and  display 

nuwH  triitli ;  Miine  truth  of  judicial,  or  hislorical,  or 

bloKru|iIili;Al    fact ;    some  truth  of  law,  deduced  by 

ri.nntruL'tioii.  perliftps.  or  by  illation  ;  some  truth   of 

Iwiliry,  for  want  whereof  a  tmlion,  generations,  may 

Ira  th«  worse,  —  reason  seeking  and  unfolding  truth ; 

ihi'  aamt-  tone,  in  all,  of  deep  eamestMPSs,  expressive 

»»r  strong  desire  ihiit  that  which  be  fell  to  be  impoiv 

tiint  aliould  be  accejited  ns  true,  and  spring  up  to 

nor  ion  I    the  aaine   trniiKpurcnl,  plain,   forcible,  and 

dlrout  Mpoccli,  conveying   his  exact  thought  to  the 

tullld, — tint  aoDiothing  lesa  or  more  ;  titt  same  sov- 

Broigiity  of  fomi.  of  Wow.  and  eye,  and  tone,  and 

mniUHT.  —  everywhere  the  intellectual  king  of  men, 

iitniiding  before  you.  —  that  same  mar\olloiisneB«  of 

ftiinlitit'H  and  reauUit,  ruxidinj;,  I  know  not  where,  in 

woi-ds,  in  pictures,  in  the  ordering  of  ideas,  in  feliei- 

tle*  indescriliable,  by  means  whereof,  coming  from 

his  tongue,  all  things  seemed  mended.  —  tnith  seemed 

more  trne,  probability  more  plausible,  gre8tT»ea9  more 

grand,  gowlneas   more   awful,  every  affection  more 

tender  than  when  coming  from  other  longuea, 

th«<ie  are,  in  all,  bU  eloquence.      Hut  somuUmBs  it 
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became  iiidividualized,  slid  discriminated  even  ft'om 
iteeii  i  sometimes  place  nncl  circnmittanccit.  great  iti- 
tereete  at  stake,  a  Htuge,  an  audience  fitted  for  the 
highest  historio  acti'Jii.  a  ltIsis,  personal  or  iiatioaal, 
ii|)oii  liiiii,  (ttirri'd  th«  dvpthn  of  tliut  emotioDal  iiuturo, 
u»  the  anger  of  the  gmhluiss  stint  tliu  sea  un  which  the 
great  epic  is  hegitining  ;  ertruiig  pibwiniiK,  tlivm«elve8 
kindled  to  intensity,  (iiiickened  ever}'  faculty  to  a 
new  life ;  the  stimulated  asuociatioiiit  nf  ideas  hrmight 
all  treasures  of  thought  and  knowledge  within  com- 
mand, the  spell,  which  often  held  his  imagination 
fast,  dissolved,  and  she  arose  and  gave  him  to  choose 
of  her  urn  uf  gold ;  eivmostucss  hccuiiic  vehemence) 
tlio  simple,  perspicuous,  mcusured,  and  direct  lan- 
guage became  n  hL-adlung,  full,  and  burning  tide  of 
Kpccch ;  the  discourse  of  rcasou,  wti«'1iim,  gravity,  Aud 
beauty,  changed  to  that  Jftvint't,  that  niuMt  conaum* 
mate  eloquence,  —  gi-and.  rapid,  pathetic,  terrible; 
the  aliquid  immentum  infinitutiufut  that  ("icero  might 
have  recognised;  the  master  triumph  of  man  in  the 
rareat  opportunity  of  his  noblest  power. 

Such  elevatiou  above  himself,  in  congreasional  de- 
bute, was  most  uncommon.  Some  such  there  %vere 
in  the  gix-at  discussions  of  executive  power  following 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  which  they  who  heard 
them  will  never  forget,  and  some  which  rest  in  the 
tradition  of  hearent  only-  But  thei-e  Were  otJier 
fields  nf  oratory  on  which,  nn<ler  the  infltienee  of 
more  uncommon  springs  of  inspiration,  he  exempli- 
fied, in  still  other  forms,  an  eloquence  in  which  I  do 
not  know  that  be  has  had  a  superior  among  men. 
Addressing  masses  by  tens  of  thousands  in  the  open 
air,  on  the  urgent  political  questions  of  the  day,  or 
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de»)gnnU-(l  to  lead  the  n)«diUtin»t<  nf  ;iii  hour  devoted 
to  the  leniembrance  of  some  national  era,  or  of  some 
incident  marking  the  progress  of  the  nation,  and 
lifting  biin  up  to  a  view  of  what  i»,  and  what  is  piist, 
und  tiome  indistinct  rovctiition  of  the  glory  thai  lies 
in  the  future,  or  of  eoiue  gre;il  liiiitoriciil  naniu,  jiu»( 
liorno  by  the  nutioii  to  his  tomb,  —  we  have  leAriicd 
that  tliuu  and  tliere,  at  the  base  of  Hnnker  Hill,  be- 
fore tb(-  corner-stone  wa^i  laid,  and  again  when  from 
the  fininhed  column  the  centuries  looked  on  him  ;  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  mourning  for  Ihoee  with  whose  spoken 
or  written  eloquence  of  freedom  its  arches  had  so 
often  resounded ;  on  the  roc-k  of  Plymouth ;  before 
the  cupitol,  of  vrhich  there  shall  not  be  one  etone  left 
on  another,  before  bis  memory  shall  have  ceased  to 
live,  —  in  anch  scenes,  unfettered  by  t!ie  laws  of 
forensic  or  parliauiciitury  di-batc ;  niultitiides  un- 
counted lifting  up  their  eyes  to  Iiito  ;  xomo  gruat  his- 
torical »c-eiie!t  of  Anii-ricB  around  ;  all  eyinbuls  of  bor 
glory  and  art  and  powt-r  and  fortune  theitt ;  voices 
of  the  past,  not  unheard  ;  shapes  beckoning  from  the 
future,  not  unseen,  —  sometimes  that  mighty  intel- 
lect, borne  upwards  to  a  height  and  kindled  to  an 
illumination  which  we  shall  kcc  no  more,  wrought 
out,  A»  it  weru,  in  uu  instant,  a  picture  of  vision, 
warning,  prediction  ;  the  progress  of  tho  nation  ;  the 
contrasts  of  its  eras  ;  the  heroic  deaths  ;  the  motives 
to  patriotism ;  the  maxims  and  arlH  imperial  by 
which  tlie  glory  has  been  gathered  and  may  be 
heightened,  —  wrought  out.  in  an  instant,  a  picture 
to  fade  only  when  all  record  of  our  mijid  shall  die. 

In  looking  over  the  public  remains  of  his  oratoty, 
it  is  atriking  to  remark  how,  even  in  that  most  eob&r 
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and  masAive  unilenttan<iiiig  and  nature,  you  see  gath- 
ered and  expressed  tlie  charactiTlRtio  sentiments  and 
the  pausing  time  of  our  America.  It  is  the  strong 
old  oak  which  aacemLi  Iieforeyou;  yet  our  soil,  our 
heaven,  are  attested  in  it  a»  perfectly  as  if  it  were  a 
flower  that  could  grow  in  no  otlier  clinmlo  and  in  no 
other  hour  of  the  yenr  or  day.  Let  luv  in»tane«  in 
one  thing  only.  It  is  a  pcculiurity  of  some  schoohi 
of  el«quenf«  that  they  embody  and  utter,  not  merely 
the  individual  geuia»  and  eharaoter  of  the  speaker, 
but  a  national  conscioiioness,  —  a  national  era,  a 
mood,  a  hope,  a  diead,  a  despair,  —  in  which  you 
listen  to  the  spoken  historj-  of  the  time.  There  is  an 
eloquence  of  an  expiring  nation,  such  as  seoms  to 
sadden  the  glorious  speech  of  Demosthenes ;  such  aa 
breathes  gi-and  and  gloomy  fnim  the  visiona  of  the 
prophets  of  the  last  days  of  iNiitcl  and  Judah  ;  such 
as  gave  a  spell  to  the  expression  of  Gnittnn  and  of 
KoKMUtli,  —  the  swfi'test,  most  mouniful,  i«o»t  awful 
of  (he  words  wiiioli  man  may  uttvr,  or  which  man 
may  hear.— the  eloquence  of  a  perishing  nation. 
There  is  another  eloquence,  in  which  the  national 
consciousness  of  a  young  or  i-euewed  and  vast 
strength,  of  trust  in  a  duztling,  certain,  and  limit- 
less future,  an  inward  glorying  in  victories  yet  to  be 
won.  sounds  out  as  by  voice  of  clarion,  cliallcngiu;^  to 
contest  for  the  highest  prize  of  cartli ;  such  as  that  in 
Trhicli  the  lv»Icr  of  Israel  in  it«  tinsl  days  holds  up 
to  the  new  nation  the  Land  of  Promise  ;  sueh  as  that 
which  in  the  well  imagined  spoechea  scattered  by 
Livy  over  the  history  of  the  "  majestic  series  of  vic- 
tories "  speaks  tlie  Roman  consciousness  of  growing 
aggrandiKenient   which    should   subject   the   world ; 
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such  an  tJmt  tbroiigli  nhieh.  at  tlie  ti'ihunes  of  Iier 
revolution,  in  the  ImlletiiH  of  her  miiig  soMier, 
France  tnl<l  to  the  world  her  dream  of  glorj-.  And 
of  tliiii  kind  Aoinewhat  b  ours ;  cheerful,  hopeful, 
trusting,  as  beJits  youth  and  spring  ;  the  eloquence  of 
a  State  beginning  to  ascend  to  the  fir«t  clnati  of  pow«r, 
omiiienoe,  and  consideration,  and  conscious  of  it«elf. 
It  is  to  no  purpose  that  they  t€ll  you  it  is  in  bod 
t»Bt€ ;  that  it  partakes  of  arrogAuce  and  vanity ;  tliat 
a  true  national  good  breeding  ivould  not  know,  or 
suein  to  know,  wht-tlicr  the  nation  is  old  or  young; 
whether  the  tides  of  Vx-ing  arc  in  their  flow  or  ebb; 
whether  theite  couriers  of  the  sun  are  linking  slowly 
to  rest,  wearied  with  a  journey  of  a  thousand  years, 
or  ]U9t  bounding  from  the  Orient  unbreatlied.  Higher 
law»  than  tho«e  of  tast«  determine  the  consoiouanew 
of  nations.  Higher  laws  than  those  of  taste  dete^ 
mine  the  general  forms  of  the  expi'efi.'iion  of  tliat  con- 
sciousneas.  Let  the  downward  age  of  America  find 
its  orators  and  poets  and  artists  to  erect  its  spirit,  ot 
grace  and  soothe  its  dying;  be  it  ours  to  go  up  witb 
Webster  to  the  roek,  llic  inonumeut,  the  cnpitol,  ftDd 
bid  "  the  distant  generations  hail ! " 

In  this  connection  remark,  somewhat  more  gener- 
ally, to  liow  extraor dinar}'  an  extent  he  bad  by  his 
act^,  word.s,  thoughts,  or  the  events  of  his  life,  associ- 
ated himself  for  ever  in  the  memory  of  all  of  us,  wdth 
every  historical  incident,  or  at  least  with  everj-  his- 
torical epoch  ;  with  every  policy  i  with  every  glory ; 
with  every  great  name  and  fundamental  institution, 
and  grand  or  beautiful  imai^c,  which  nrc  peculiarly 
•ud  properly  American.  Look  backwards  to  tbo 
planting  of  Plymouth  aixl  Jamestown ;  to  the  vori- 
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oue  scenes  of  colonial  life  m  peace  anil  war ;  to  the 
ppeoiiig  and  marcb  and  cloise  of  the  revolutionary 
drsmit.  —  to  the  ag«  of  tlio  Constitution  ;  t^)  Waah- 
iagtou  nnd  Franklin  and  Aduiiis  und  JcfToi-»on  ;  to 
the  whole  tratu  of  catisi-jt  fioui  tho  Kcfui-imtlion 
downward.1,  which  prepat'ed  n»  to  be  Republicans; 
to  that  other  train  of  cauiieii  which  led  us  to  be 
Unionists,  —  look  round  on  field,  workshop,  attd 
deck,  and  hear  the  music  of  labor  rewarded,  fed,  and 
protected, — look  on  the  bright  sisterhood  of  the 
States,  each  singing  as  a  seiaph  in  ber  motion,  yet 
blending  in  a  common  beam  and  ewelUng  a  common 
harmony,  —  und  th^'re  is  nothing  which  docs  not 
bring  him  by  uouie  tie  to  the  momory  of  America. 

We  seem  to  sec  his  form  and  hear  his  deep  grave 
cpeeeh  everywhere.  Uy  somi^  feliuity  of  his  pergonal 
life ;  by  some  wuie.  deep,  or  beautiful  word  spoken 
or  written  ;  by  some  service  of  his  own.  or  some 
commemoration  of  the  services  of  others,  it  has  come 
to  ptt»s  that  "our  granite  hills,  our  inland  seas  and 
prairies,  and  fresh,  unbounded,  magniticent  wilder- 
ness ; "  our  encii'cUng  occhu  ;  the  iwsting-place  of 
the  Pilgrims ;  our  new-born  sister  of  the  Pacific  ;  our 
popular  iii«cmblies ;  our  free  schools ;  all  our  chei^ 
ished  doctrines  of  educiitiou,  and  of  the  influence  of 
religion,  and  material  policy  and  law,  and  the  Cod- 
sUcution,  give  u»  hack  his  name-  What  American 
landscape  will  you  look  on  ;  what  subject  of  Ameri- 
can interest  will  you  study ;  what  souixie  of  hope  or 
of  anxiety,  as  an  American,  will  you  acknowledge 
that  it  does  not  recall  him? 

I  have  reserved,  uutil  I  could  treat  it  as  a  separate 
and  final  topic,  the  consideration  of  the  morality  of 
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Mr.  Webster's  public  clmnicter  and  life.  TohU  trne 
fame,  —  to  Uie  kind  and  degree  of  infliieiico  which 
that  targe  series  of  great  actions  and  thoitQ  embodied 
thoughts  of  great  intellect  are  to  exert  on  the  future, 
—  this  is  the  all-important  ooneideration.  In  the  last 
speech  which  he  made  in  the  Senate,  —  the  last  of 
those  which  he  mode,  as  he  said,  for  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union,  and  which  lie  might  have  commended, 
aa  Dacnn  his  name  and  memory  "  to  men';)  charitable 
speeches,  to  foreign  nHtion«,  uitd  the  nttxt  ugos,"^ 
yet  with  a  Wttcr  hope  he  asserted,  "  Tlie  ends  I  aim 
Rt  shall  be  those  of  my  Country,  my  God,  au<l  Truth." 
Is  that  praise  htit  ? 

Until  the  seventh  day  of  March,  1850,  I  think  it 
would  have  been  nccor<U-d  to  Iiim  by  an  almost  uui- 
venMll  acclaim,  as  gcueral  and  m  expressive  of  pro- 
found  and  intelligent  conviction,  and  of  enthusiasm, 
love,  and  trust,  as  ever  sainted  conspicuous  states* 
mnnship,  tried  by  many  crises  of  affairs  in  a  great 
nation,  agitated  ever  by  parties,  and  wholly  free. 

That  lie  had  admitted  into  his  heart  a  desire  to 
win,  by  deser\'ing  them,  the  highest  forms  of  public 
honor,  many  would  have  said ;  and  they  who  loved 
hitu  most  fondly,  and  fi;lt  the  truest  solieitude  that 
he  should  carry  a  good  coiisoivnce  and  pure  fame 
brightening  to  the  end,  would  not  have  feared  to  con- 
cede. For  he  was  not  ignunuit  of  himself;  and  he 
therefore  kiiew  iliat  there  was  nothing  within  the 
Union,  Con«titutioii,  and  Law,  too  high  or  ton  la^j^ 
or  too  difiicHit  for  him.  He  believed  that  his  natural 
or  his  acquired  abilities,  and  hi»  policy  of  adroini»- 
iration,  would  contribute  to  the  true  glory  of  Amer- 
ica; and  he  held  no  tlieory  of  ethics  which  required 
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him  to  disparage,  to  suppress,  to  igucirc  vflst  ■.apad- 
ties  of  public  service  mi>reiy  bcoAiise  tlw-y  v/erv  hid 
own.  If  the  fleetK  of  Oi-ceoe  were  iiM«triMiiig,  and 
her  tribes  buckling  on  their  urniH  from  Laconiii  to 
Mount  Olympus,  from  the  promontory  of  Suitiiitn  to 
the  iftlcj  fiuthetit  to  the  west,  and  the  great  epie  nctiou 
wiis  opening,  it  was  not  for  him  to  feign  insanity  op 
idiocy,  to  escape  the  perils  and  the  honor  of  com- 
mand. But  that  all  this  in  him  had  Ix-en  ever  in 
ijuhordiDatioQ  to  a  principled  and  beautiful  public 
Tjrtuei  that  every  sectional  bios,  every  party  tie,  ew 
Well  as  every  pi^rsonal  aspiring,  had  Wen  uniformly 
held  by  him  for  notliiug  agiiinst  thu  ihumit  of  eotia- 
Iry ;  thai  nothing  lower  than  country  sei-nicd  worthy 
enough  —  nothing  smaller  than  countiy  large  enough 
- — for  that  great  heart,  would  not  have  been  (jncs- 
lioned  by  a  whisper.  Ah !  if  at  any  hour  bcfoi-e  that 
day  he  liail  died,  Jiow  would  then  the  great  procession 
of  the  people  of  America  —  the  great  triumphal  pro- 
cession of  the  dead  —  have  moved  onward  to  his 
grave — the  sublimity  of  national  sorrow,  not  con- 
trasted, not  outraged  by  one  feeble  voice  of  cahuuuy  ! 
In  that  antvcedent  public  life,  embracing  from  1812 
to  IS-JO  —  u  period  of  thirty-eight  ycai* — I  find 
giaiideMt  proofs  of  thu  genuineness  and  comprehen- 
ftiveness  of  h'us  pntriolism,  and  the  boUlni>«s  and  man- 
line^  of  his  public  virtue.  He  began  hi*  career  of 
politics  as  a  Federalijit.  Such  was  his  father  — so 
beloved  and  revered;  such  his  liiemry  and  pi-ofes- 
uonal  companions ;  such,  although  by  no  very  deci- 
wve  or  certain  preponderance,  the  communiiy  in 
wliieh  he  ^vas  bred  and  n'as  to  live.  Under  that  name 
of  party  he   entered   CongreM,  personally,  and   by 
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coiiiivclion,  oppOMHl  to  the  wnr.  wbich  was  thought 
to  bear  u'ith  ^uch  uxtremi-  Hectioiinl  svvcrity  iipou  the 
North  and  Ktuft.  And  yot  one  might  almost  say  timt 
the  only  thing  he  iiubii>ed  from  KedeialuU  or  F«d> 
eralism  was  love  and  admiration  for  the  ConntJtiitioii 
as  the  means  of  nnion.  That  pa«iiioii  he  did  inherit 
&om  them  ;  that  he  cherii>hed. 

He  cnnie  into  Congress,  opposed,  as  I  havfl  said,  to 
the  wur  ;  and  behold  him,  if  you  would  judge  of  the 
quality  of  his  puliticnl  ethies,  ia  oppusitioD.  Did 
those  eloquent  lips,  at  n  Ume  of  lif«  wh«n  vehemence 
nnd  impniden€«  nrv  cxpuetud,  if  ever,  and  not  uu- 
graceful,  let  fall  ever  otte  word  of  faction  ?  Did  he 
ever  deny  one  power  to  ttie  general  government, 
which  the  soundest  expositors  of  all  cro«d»  have 
idlun-ed  it  ?  Did  he  ever  breathe  a  etylhible  which 
could  excite  a  i-egion,  a  ^ijvte,  a  family  of  Shttvs, 
■gainst  the  Union,  —  which  could  hold  out  hope  or 
aid  to  the  enemy  ?  —  which  M>ught  or  tended  to  tnro 
back  or  to  chill  the  derr  tidg  of  a  new  and  inteufte 
uatioQahty,  theu  bui'^tjng  up.  to  flow  and  bum  till 
all  thiug»  appointed  to  America  to  do  shall  be  ful- 
filled?  These  questions,  in  thuir  substAuee,  he  put 
to  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  1838,  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
grcAt  man  —  one  of  the  authors  of  the  war — just 
then,  only  then,  in  relations  unfriendly  to  Mr.  Web- 
Dter,  and  who  hud  just  insinuated  a  reproach  on  his 
conduct  in  the  war,  w.is  silent.  Did  Mr.  Webster 
content  himself  even  nilh  objecting  to  the  details  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  administration  waged  the  war  ? 
No,  indeed.  Taught  by  his  coQstitutlonal  studies 
that  the  Union  was  niudu  in  part  for  commerce, 
familiar  witJi  Uie  h.ibits  of  our  long  line  of  coast, 
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knowing  vrcll  Iiow  mimy  ^ailore  ami  GKbvrmeii,  driven 
from  every  »ea  by  eiubHrjjo  and  wur,  burned  to  go  to  tJie 
guii-tieck  niid  avenge  thi^  ton^  wruii^  of  Knglaiid  on 
the  e1eni(>nt  whiTe  slit-  Iiad  innu^teil  them,  hU  ojijxMti- 
tion  to  the  war  inantfait«<1  itttelf  hy  teaching  the  nation 
that  the  deck  was  her  field  of  fume-  iVi*M  UU  impermiu 
ptiagi  t(fvttmque  trul^MUiH,  »*d  nobU,  aortt  datum. 

But  I  might  reciill  other  evidence  of  the  sterling 
and  iiiiiDiiial  tjualitlp^  of  his  puhlic  virtue.  Look  in 
how  niiiiily  a  sort  he  —  not  merely  conductud  a  [)«r« 
ticnliir  argnrosntor  a  partiuulur  opovoh,  but  in  how 
BHinly  a  sort,  in  hfiw  high  a  moml  tone,  he  nniformly 
dealt  with  the  mind  of  hi^t  oountry.  Folitii^iniis  got 
an  advantage  of  him  for  tliiii  while  he  lived  ;  let  the 
dead  have  ju»t  iirajse  to-day.  Our  public  life  i«  one 
long  f'lectioneering,  and  even  Kurke  tells  you  that  at 
popular  elections  the  most  rigorous  casuittta  will  remit 
something  of  their  severity.  But  where  do  you  find 
him  flattering  his  countrymen,  indirectly  or  directly, 
for  a  vote  ?  On  %vhat  did  he  ever  place  himself 
but  good  counsels  and  useful  service?  His  arts  were 
manly  arts,  and  he  never  saw  a  day  of  temptation 
vfaen  hti  would  not  nithev  fall  than  stand  on  any 
other.  Who  ever  heaid  that  voice  cheering  lliu  peo- 
ple on  to  rapacity,  to  injustice,  to  a  vain  and  guilty 
glory?  Who  ever  saw  that  pencil  of  light  hold  up 
n  pietm'O  of  manifest  dc»tiuy  to  daule  the  fancy? 
How  anxiously  rather,  in  #L-a»on  and  out,  by  tlie  en- 
ergetic eloquence  of  his  youth,  by  his  coun:*els  be- 
queathed on  the  verge  of  a  tiiaelj  grave,  he  prefei-red 
to  teiu^h  that  by  all  jH>s»ible  acquired  oobriety  of 
mind,  by  making  reverently  of  the  past,  by  obedience 
to  tJie  law,  by  habita  of  patient  and  legitimate  labor, 
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by  the  cultiviition  of  the  mind,  by  the  fear  and  wor- 
ship of  God,  wo  educiite  oui^selvea  for  the  ftittire  that 
is  revealing.  Mon  said  be  did  not  »ympal]iiE«  with  the 
mnsses.  because  bis  phniscologj'  was  rather  of  an  old 
ami  simple  »'cbool,  rejecting  the  uauseoua  and  vain 
repetitions  of  hiuiianity  and  phi  In  nth  ropy,  and  ]>ro{i;- 
resa  and  brotberbuod,  lu  which  may  lurk  heresies  so 
dreadful,  of  iKooialism  or  di»uniou  ;  in  winch  u  selfish, 
hollow,  and  shallow  ambition  may  nin.-<k  il«i-lf,  —  the 
^ircii  sun>;  which  wontd  lure  the  pilot  from  bis  couise. 
But  I  say  tlmt  bo  did  sympathize  with  them ;  and, 
hecanHft  bv  did,  be  camo  to  thi-m  not  with  mlulution, 
but  with  truth;  not  with  words  to  pU-usc,  but  with 
mea.4ui-e«  to  sutve  them  ;  not  thut  his  popular  syni[^ta- 
ihii'M  wi^'rt'  !css,  but  thut  hts  personal  und  intellectual 
dignity  iiiid  his  public  morality  were  jjrfater. 

And  on  the  scveulJk  dity  of  Mareh,  and  down  to 
the  final  scene,  »u};bt  be  not  Rtitl  nay  as  ever  before, 
that  •■  all  the  ends  he  aimed  at  were  bis  country's,  his 
Gwi's.  and  truth V  He  declared,  "I  speak  to-day 
for  tilt'  preservation  of  the  Union.  Hear  me  for  my 
caui^e.  I  speak  to-day  out  of  a  solicitous  and  anx- 
ious heart  for  the  restoration  to  the  country  of  that 
qniet  and  Imrniony  which  make  the  blessings  of  this 
Union  so  rich  and  so  dear  to  us  nil.  These  are  the 
motives  and  the  sole  motives  that  influence  we."  If 
in  that  declaration  he  was  sincere,  was  he  not  bound 
in  conscience  to  give  the  counsels  of  that  day  ?  What 
were  they?  Whst  was  the  single  one  for  whieb  his 
political  morality  was  called  in  qncstion?  Only  that 
A  provision  of  the  Federal  (Constitution,  ordaining  the 
restitution  of  fugitive  slaves,  should  be  executed  ac- 
cording to  it«  true  meaning.    This  only.    And  might 


I 


ECU>Gr  ON  DANIKL  WEBSTER. 


828 


he  not  in  good  conscience  keep  the  Constitution  in 
tJii.*  jwrt.  anil  in  nil,  for  tlie  preservation  of  the  Union  ? 
Under  his  oath  to  support  it,  and  to  support  it  iitl, 
and  with  hia  ojniiion^  of  tliat  duty  so  long  hoKI.  pro- 
claimed nniformly,  in  whose  vindication  on  some  great 
days,  he  had  found  the  chief  Opportunity  of  his  per- 
sonal glory,  might  he  not,  in  good  (^unscivncv  xiipport 
it,  and  all  of  it,  even  if  he  could  not  —  and  no  human 
intclli<;micc  could  certniiily  —  know  tiiat  Uie  extreme 
evil  wuuld  follow,  ia  imniudiuu;  couit«queiice,  its  vio- 
lation ?  Was  it  ao  recent  a  doctrine  of  liin  that  the 
Constitution  uiis  ohligutory  upon  the  national  and 
tndividiuti  conKcii-nce,  that  you  ithoiild  aacritie  it  to 
ftudden  and  in-esi*tib!e  temptjition?  Why,  what  had 
■ht,  ipiite  down  (o  the  sevcntli  of  March,  that  more 
truly  individunlixed  him?^  what  had  he  more  char- 
aclcTifttically  hLs  own  ?  —  wlit-rt- withal  had  lie  to  glory 
more  or  other  than  all  beside,  than  this  \ery  doctrine 
of  the  sacred  and  permanent  obligation  to  support 
each  and  all  parts  of  that  givat  cou)|iact  of  union  and 
justice  ?  Had  not  tJiis  heen  his  distinction,  his  »ps- 
tialitif,  —  almost  the  foihie  of  his  greatness.  —  the 
darling  and  master  passion  ever?  Consider  that  that 
waa  a  sentiment  which  )iad  heen  part  of  bis  oonscious 
nature  for  more  than  sixty  years;  that  from  the  time 
he  bought  his  first  copj-  of  the  Constitution  on  the 
handkerchief,  and  revered  parental  lips  had  com- 
mcndi-d  it  to  him,  with  all  other  holy  and  beautiful 
things,  along  with  lessons  of  reverence  to  God.  and 
tlie  belief  and  love  of  His  Scripturea.  along  with  the 
doctrine  of  the  catechism,  the  unequalled  music  of 
Watts,  the  name  of  Washington,  —  there  had  never 
teen  an  hour  that  he  had  not  held  it  the  master  work 
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of  man. — just  in  ita  ethics,  coiisumtnate  in  its  jtrac 
tical  wisdom,  pardintmnt  in  its  injunctions;  that 
every  year  of  life  had  deepened  the  original  iinpres- 
eiou  ;  that  as  his  mind  opened,  and  his  associations 
widened,  he  found  thnt  every  one  for  whom  he  felt 
respect,  instructors,  theologicul  and  moral  teuctiers, 
his  entire  party  conucctiou.  the  opposite  party,  and 
the  whulo  cuiintry,  eo  hvld  it,  too ;  thnt  its  fruits  of 
mort!  tlian  lialf  h  ii-ntiiry  of  union,  of  h»ppit)i-K«,  of 
rvQown,  horc  itoTiiitant  «ii<l  dcitr  witne^  to  it  in  his 
mind,  and  tlmt  it  cbnncud  that  certain  emei-gent  and 
rare  occasions  had  dvvolvi-d  on  him  to  stAiid  forth 
to  maintain  it,  tti  vindicate  its  interpretation,  to  vin- 
dicalo  it9  authority,  to  unfold  its  workings  and  uses ; 
that  he  hud  so  aeqtiittvd  liimnclf  of  that  opportunity  as 
to  lmv«  won  the  title  of  ilt*  Kxpouuder  and  Defender, 
so  tliat  hi»  proudest  nieniories.  his  most  prized  re- 
nown, referred  to  it.  and  were  entwined  with  it  — 
»itd  say  whether  with  such  antecedents,  readiness  to 
execute,  or  dispo^Iion  to  evade,  would  have  been 
the  hardest  to  explain  :  likeliest  to  suggest  the  sur- 
mise of  a  new  temptation !  lie  who  knows  any  thing 
of  man  knows  Oiat  his  vote  for  beginning  the  resto- 
ration of  liiirmony  by  keeping  tli«  whole  Constitution, 
tvrts  deturiniued,  was  neOt-Miti luted,  by  the  groat  law 
of  Bvquviivcti,  —  a  great  law  of  cause  and  effect,  run- 
ning hitck  to  his  niiith(.-r'.>.  ai-nis,  m  rer'tstlcMs  as  the 
law  which  moves  the  system  about  the  »nn,  —  and 
that  he  must  have  given  it,  although  it  had  been 
opened  to  him  in  vision,  that  within  thf  nvxt  natural 
day  his  "  eyes  should  he  turned  to  behold  for  t]ie  last 
time  the  sun  in  heaven. " 
To  accuse  him  tii  that  act  of  "  sinning  against  hie 
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own  ooDscience  "  is  to  charge  one  of  t1ie»o  things : 
either  that  no  well-initCructed  con»cieiice  can  apjirove 
and  maintain  the  Constitution,  and  each  of  itt  parts, 
Hnd  thwrcfore  thnt  his,  by  inference.  di<l  not  apiirove 
it ;  or  that  h«  hud  never  employed  the  proper  means 
of  instructiii;;  his  conscience,  and  then^fore  it«  appro- 
vid,  if  it  wi-rc  given,  was  itself  an  immorality.  The 
ftecusvr  niiiHl  assvrt  one  of  those  propositions.  He 
vill  not  deny,  I  tnkv  it  fur  gritnt^-d,  that  thv  con- 
HWnce  reijUii'ts  toK*  inetruutcd  by  jtolitii'td  leaching, 
in  order  to  gnitJc  the  citizen,  or  the  public  man. 
Bright,  ill  the  niiitt^r  of  political  dnltcs.  Will  he 
Buy  lli.it  tlie  iiiui'iil  »ciuinients  Eilonis  wlutt«vcr  thi'lr 
origin  —  whether  factitious  and  derivative,  or  parcel 
of  the  ftpirjt  (if  the  chiid  tirid  horn  with  it  —  that  they 
alone,  by  force  of  »lrict  and  mere  ethical  training, 
become  qualified  to  prononnce  ttuthoritutivvly  whether 
the  Constitution,  or  any  other  viwt  and  complex  civil 
policy,  us  a  whole,  v,  hereby  a  nation  ia  created  and 
pmscrved.  ought  to  have  been  made,  or  ought  to  be 
executed?  Will  he  venture  to  tell  you,  that  if  yonr 
ounscicnce  ujtjtroves  the  Union,  the  Cunstitution  in 
oU  its  parts,  and  the  law  which  administers  it,  that 
you  are  bound  to  obey  and  uphold  them  ;  and  if  it 
disapproves,  you  must,  according  to  your  measure, 
and  in  your  circles  of  agitaliou,  disobey  and  stdjvert 
tiieni.  and  leave  the  matter  there  —  forgetting  or 
designedly  omitting  to  tvll  you  also  that  you  aro 
bound,  in  all  good  fsiilh  and  diligence  to  i«^6rt  to 
studies  and  to  touchent  <i&  «xfnt — in  order  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  conscience  vuffkt  to  approve  or 
disapprove  the  Union,  the  ConsUtntiou,  and  the  law, 
in  view  of  the  whole  at/i/reffaU  «f  thir   nature   and 
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Jruittf  Drtcs  he  rifit  perfectly  know  that  this  inorftl 
faculty,  however  trainitil,  by  mere  moral  institution, 
speciliciilly  directed  to  that  end,  to  l>e  tender,  Heiui- 
tivc.  and  porcinplory,  U  totally  uuequal  to  decide  on 
any  action  or  aay  thing,  hut  the  very  .simplest ;  that 
which  produces  the  moat  palpahle  and  immediate 
result  of  iiiiuiixed  Rood,  or  unmixed  evil ;  and  that 
when  U  comes  to  judf^o  on  the  greiit  mixed  citMcs  ot 
tlid  world,  wliL-re  tlie  conMiquunct-ii  aro  iiumcroua, 
thfir  development  .-slow  and  .tm^ecssive,  the  light  and 
fhadow  of  a  hlended  and  niultitorm  good  and  evil 
spread  out  on  the  Ufelimo  of  a  niitiun.  that  tlicn  lao- 
nility  must  liorrow  from  hi.7itoiy  ;  from  politics;  from 
reason  operating  on  history  nnd  politicx,  herelrmentit  of 
determination?  I  think  he  must  agree  to  this.  He 
must  njfiee.  I  think,  that  to  single  out  one  provision  in 
&  political  ftystem  of  many  parts  antl  of  elahorate  inter* 
dependence,  to  take  it  all  alone,  exactly  aa  it  fitandn, 
and  without  attention  to  itn  origin  and  history:  the 
necduiitieti.  morally  resistless,  which  pri>scrihed  its 
iatroductJoii  into  the  systcni,  the  unmeasured  pootl  in 
other  forms  which  it.s  allowance  buy*,  the  uiuiiea«- 
ured  evil  in  otlier  forms  which  ittt  allowance  hindm 
—  without  attention  to  these,  to  present  it  in  all 
•'  the  nakednessof  a  metaphysical  abstraction  "  to  the 
more  ^cnsibtlttic^;  and  awk  if  it  is  not  inhuman,  and 
If  they  answer  according  to  their  kind,  that  it  is.  then 
to  say  that  the  pi-ohU^m  i.^  solved,  and  the  right  of 
disobedience  is  made  clear — he  must  agree  thut  this 
is  not  to  exalt  reiisou  and  conscience,  but  to  outniga 
both.  He  must  agree  that  although  the  anpremacy 
of  coMKcieiicc  is  ubsotute  whether  the  decision  be 
right  or  wrong,  thnt  is,  a<xonting  to  the  rent  t^ualitU* 


EITI.UGT  ON  DANIEL  WEBSTEK. 


J127 


^  tiinitt  or  nof.  that  tJiere  liea  back  of  the  actual 
coiuciuQL-e,  and  itx  actual  dvcutiun^,  the  groat  aiitcrior 
tlaty  uf  liaviiig  a  conscii^iioe  that  nhall  tiecidf  aeeord- 
Utjjr  to  tht  real  ^^itu«  of  tkingt  ;  that  to  this  Viwt 
attainriKint  liome  adequate  kiinwlvdgo  of  the  real 
qtuilitics  of  th«  things  which  ate  to  be  suhjecKrii  to 
it«  iDapection  is  indi^peiiBRble  ;  that  if  the  matlei-  to 
be  jnili^cd  of  is  any  thinj;  so  largv.  complex,  and  con- 
veutiuiial  )i«  thi-*  duty  of  the  citizen,  or  thu  public 
nan,  to  the  State ;  the  duty  of  preserving  or  detstpoy- 
ing  the  oi-der  of  thingti  in  which  we  are  born  ;  the 
duty  of  executing  or  violating  one  of  the  provisions 
of  or^nic  law  which  the  country,  having  a  wide  and 
ck-ar  view  before  and  after,  bad  deemed  a  needful  in- 
sttuuieutal  menns  for  the  preservation  of  that  onler; 
that  then  it  in  not  enough  to  relegate  thu  citizen,  or 
the  public  man,  to  a  higher  law,  and  an  iriterioi'  illn* 
mination,  and  leave  him  there.  Such  ditiootirHe  i& 
"  as  tlie  atai's,  which  give  so  little  light  because  they 
arc  so  high."  He  must  agree  that  in  such  t'lise  mo- 
rality itxclf  should  go  to  school.  There  must  be  sci- 
ence as  well  ai*  con^'icnce,  «8  old  Fuller  hati  !<aid. 
She  must  herself  team  of  history:  she  must  leavn  of 
politics  ;  she  must  consult  the  bnildei-s  of  the  State, 
the  living  and  the  dead,  to  know  its  value,  its  ufpecCs 
in  the  long  run,  on  happiness  and  morals  ;  its  dan- 
gers ;  the  means  of  its  preservation ;  the  maxims  and 
arts  imperial  of  its  glory.  To  fit  her  to  be  the  uiis- 
lre*i  of  civil  life,  hti  will  agix'e  that  »he  mus't  come 
out  for  a  space  front  the  inti-rior  round  of  emotions, 
and  subjective  states  and  contemplations,  and  intro- 
spection, "cloistered,  unexercised,  iinbi-eathed."  — 
and,  carrying  with  her  nothing  but  her  teudeniesti. 
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her  sorupulowty,  and  her  love  of  tnitli,  survey  the 
objective  realitieii  of  l)ie  Slate  ;  jionder  thouglitfuily 
OD  tb«  complicatioDK,  and  unpedimeutB,  »n<l  ant^o- 
DUiiiH  which  inuke  the  nvljU'st  politicti  hat  an  aspiring, 
an  upprosiiiialton,  »  coiuprotnisv,  n  typi^,  a  ohuduw  of 
good  to  come,  "the  buying  of  great  blowings  at 
great  prices,"'  —  and  Ihere  Iftarn  civil  dtily  itecavtlum 
tul^ti-tam  viateriam.  "Add  to  your  virtue  knowl- 
edge "  —  or  it  is  no  virtue. 

And  now,  is  he  who  acciiBcs  Mr,  Webster  of  "  sin- 
iiiiig  uguiiiHt  Iiis  own  oons«-teiie«."  quite  sure  that  he. 
4-nf«p»,  lliitt  that  consfirnce,  —  wcU  in^trut-ted  by 
pniriinndeHt  political  8tu<lieH,  and  tbotights  uf  ttie 
reason ;  well  iiiatnicted  liy  an  appropriate  moral 
institution  sedulously  applied,  did  not  comnieiid  and 
appiwve  his  conduct  to  himself?  Dues  he  know 
that  he  bad  not  anxiously  and  maturely  studied  the 
ethics  of  the  Cou»titiitiou,  and  a»  a  querfion  of  etkiei, 
but  of  ethivK  applied  to  a  (ttu[>endous  problem  of 
practical  life,  and  had  not  become  satinflcd  that  they 
went  right?  Doeti  lie  know  that  he  had  not  doufl 
tlii«,  when  his  faculties  were  all  at  their  be&l ;  and 
hia  motives  under  no  suspicion?  May  not  such  an 
inquirer,  for  aught  yon  c»n  kuow,  may  not  that  great 
mind  hnvc  verily  and  con»cientioitsly  tlioiight  that  he 
bad  learned  in  that  investigation  many  things?  May 
he  not  have  thought  that  he  learned,  tliat  the  duty 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  States,  in  that  day's 
extremity,  to  the  republic,  the  duty  at  all  events 
of  statesmen  to  the  republie,  i«  a  little  too  large, 
and  delicate,  and  difficult,  to  be  all  comprehended 
in  the  single  emotion  of  compassion  for  one  cla*ia, 
of  persons  in  tlio  conmion  wealth,  or  in  carrying  oubj 
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the  tkingle  principle  of  abtitractt  and  natural,  and 
violent  ju&tice  to  one  class?  May  he  not  have 
thought  that  he  found  thet-e  some  stupendous  exem- 
pliScationa  of  what  we  read  of.  in  books  of  casuistry, 
the  "  di«I«!Ctic8  of  conscience,"  as  confliets  of  duties ; 
KUcli  thingH  UM  the  conflicts  of  tho  gteutcr  with  the 
le88;  conllict«  of  tltc  attainable  with  the  visiunnrj-; 
oonfltoU  of  the  real  with  t)iv  Hceniiug;  and  muy  be 
not  have  been  soothed  to  learn  that  the  evil  which 
hfl  fonml  in  thiH  part  of  the  Com'titution  was  the 
least  of  two ;  was  unavoidable ;  was  compensated ; 
was  justified ;  was  commanded,  as  by  a  voice  ftvm 
the  Mount,  by  a  more  exceeding  and  emliu-ing  good  ? 
May  be  not  have  thought  that  he  had  learned,  that 
the  grandest,  most  difficult,  most  pleasing  to  God, 
of  the  achievements  of  secular  wisdom  and  philan- 
thi-opy.  is  the  building  of  a  State ;  that  of  the  first 
clasM  of  grnndcitr  mid  diflicultj',  and  acceptiiblencus 
to  Him,  ill  this  kiinl.  wuk  the  building  of  our  own: 
that  uiib'sa  everybody  of  coiueqneutft  enough  to  be 
heard  of  in  the  age  and  generation  of  Wiu>hington,  — 
unless  that  whole  age  and  generation  weK!  in  a  con- 
spiracy to  cheat  tliemselvei^  and  hiistory,  and  pos- 
terity, a  certain  policy  of  cMincesiuon  and  forbearance 
of  region  to  region,  was  indispensable  to  rear  that 
inaHter  worh  of  man ;  and  that  that  same  policy  of 
concession  and  forbearance  is  as  indLsjiensable,  more 
»o,  now.  to  afford  a  rational  ground  of  hope  for  its 
preservation?  May  he  not  have  thought  that  he  had 
learned  that  thv  obligntion,  if  xuch  in  any  sen^^e  you 
may  I'nit  it,  of  uiiu  Stiitv  to  allow  ttself  to  become  an 
asylum  for  those  ilyliig  from  slavery  into  another 
State,  wuK  an  ubiigntiuu  of  beuei'olcnce,  of  humanity 
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only,  not  of  jutitice  ;  that  it  nitiHl.  therefore,  on  eth- 
ical principle!*,  lie  exercised  iiniler  all  the  limita- 
tions which  regulate  and  condition  the  benevolence  of 
States :  that  therefore  each  is  to  exercise  it  in  litrict 
subonliiiution  tu  its  own  interests,  estimated  hy  u 
wisv  stnt«.-siimiiship,  and  u  WLdUinstrticted  public  con- 
science ;  tbnt  bcnovoluncc  ibkilf,  t-veii  itit  niinislm- 
tioiui  of  iTJvre  good-uill,  is  an  affair  of  nieo-tin-v  sn<l 
of  proportions;  mid  most  iliome  sometimes  between 
the  greater  good  and  the  le9!< ;  thnl  if,  to  the  higheut 
degree,  and  widest  difi'nAion  of  human  happiness,  a 
Union  of  Stat4?R  such  a^  ours,  some  free,  some  not 
so,  was  necessary  ;  and  to  such  Union  the  Constitu- 
tion nafi  necessary ;  and  to  such  a  Constitution  this 
clause  was  necessary,  humanity  itself  pi-escribes  it, 
and  presides  in  it  ?  May  be  not  ha\'e  thought  tJiai 
he  learned  that  there  ai-e  jiroposed  to  humanity  in 
this  world  many  tteULs  of  beucliccnt  exertion;  tuome 
larger,  some  smaller,  some  mon),  some  less  expensive 
and  prL>fit-nblv  to  till;  that  among  these  it  h  always 
lawful,  and  (ifn.*!!  iiulispmiwible  to  make  a  choice; 
that  somcliines,  to  aeriiiire  the  right  or  the  ability  to 
laltor  in  one,  it  is  needful  to  covenant  not  to  invade 
another;  and  that  su(?li  covenant,  in  partial  leHlrainti 
rather  in  reasonable  direction  of  philanthropy,  is 
good  in  the  forum  of  conscience :  and  setting  out 
ii-itJi  these  very  elementary  maums  of  pt^Kitical 
arah^  may  he  not  have  thought  ttuit  he  learned 
from  the  carL^ful  study  of  the  facts  of  our  history  uud 
opinions,  that  to  acquire  the  power  of  advancing  the 
dearest  interests  of  nmn,  through  generations  count- 
k'««,  by  that  nnei|iia11cd  security  of  peace  and  pro- 
gress, the  L'nion  ;  ihe  power  of  advancing  the  intei'est 
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^neach  StAU,  ejicli  region,  eiieti  relntiou -^  the  slave 
and  the  niastpr;  the  puwtr  of  suhjectiug  a  whole 
contjiient  all  antir.  an<I  on  fire  with  tlie  oniuUlion  of 
young  rapubtics;  of  nuhjecting  it,  through  ag<-»  of 
household  calm,  to  the  sweet  influences  of  ChriaU 
ianily.  of  culture,  of  the  gival,  gentJe,  and  sure  re- 
foriuvr,  time ;  that  to  cushle  us  to  do  this,  to  enable  ua 
to  gniK])  tliis  houiidless  and  ever-retieit'iiig  hui'vcet  of 
]>hilHiitliio]jy,  jt  would  have  been  a  good  bargain  — 
thill  humanity  hereelf  would  have  uppruved  it  — to 
have  IhiuikI  onreflvi-s  nvvi-r  so  mtivli  iia  lo  luck  across 
the  line  into  the  enclosure  of  Southern  niunicipid  sla- 
vety ;  certainly  never  to  ent«r  it ;  still  les-t,  still  less,  to 

**  Pluck  iu  tmrio  hinh  and  crudr. 
And  with  (orccil  flnaerri  rii<le 
Slwttcr  ita  Icnvr*  before  Ilia  iii«llowin|[  yMT." 

Until  the  accuser  who  charges  him,  now  that  he  is 
in  his  grave,  with  "having  siiiuotd  against  his  eon- 
scienif,"  will  nnsert  thiit  the  ooiisciuuec  of  a  iniblii^  niiin 
may  not^  must  not.  be  instruct4.'d  by  jirofoiitid  kuowl> 
edge  of  the  vast  subject-matter  with  which  public  life 
is  conversant  —  even  aa  tlie  conscience  of  the  mariner 
mar  be  and  must  be  instructed  by  the  knowle<lge  of 
navigation;  and  that  of  the  pilot  by  the  knowledge 
of  the  depths  and  shallows  of  the  coast;  and  that  of 
the  engineer  of  the  boat  and  the  train,  by  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  rapacities  of  his  mcchuiusm  to  achii-vv  a 
proposed  velocity;  and  will  assert  that  he  is  certain 
that  the  consiimniatc  science  of  our  great  statesman 
was  felt  l>y  himsr/f  to  prencrihe  to  hi*  morality  another 
conduct  than  that  which  he  adopted,  and  that  he 
thus  conseiotuily  outraged  that  "s^nse  of  duty  which 
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pui'.sue»  H»  ever,"  —  is  he  not  iDexcusable,  wlioever  he 
i»,  that  so  judges  anothec? 

IJut  it  is  time  that  thia  eulogy  was  spolten.  My 
heart  goes  hack  iutu  the  coffiti  Utere  with  him,  and  I 
would  patise.  I  wt-itt  —  it  in  «  Any  or  two  aiiice  — 
nloiiLs  to  sec  agRiii  the  home  which  lie  so  dearly 
loved,  the  chamber  where  he  died,  the  grave  in 
which  lh«y  laid  him  —  all  habited  as  when 

"  Hi*  look  ilrew  auilicncc  (till  ikt  nigbl. 
Ur  •uniniLT't  iKKiiilidi-  air," 

till  the  heavens  be  no  more.  Throughout  that  spa- 
cious und  calm  acoiie  all  things  to  the  eye  iiliuwcd  tit 
first  uiivhaiiged.  Tlie  bonlss  in  llic  library,  the  por- 
traits, the  table  at  which  ho  wi-oto,  tho  scientific 
cultiu'e  of  the  land,  the  course  of  agricultural  occu- 
pation, the  coming-in  of  hiirvestfi.  fruit  of  the  seed 
his  oirn  hand  had  scattered,  the  animals  and  hnpic* 
ments  of  husbandry,  tlic  trees  plank-d  by  Iiim  ia 
lines,  ill  oxji^cs.  ill  orcliards,  by  thouNnnds,  the  seat 
under  the  nnble  t-1in  on  wliirii  he  used  to  »it  to  feel 
the  aoulIi-we»t  wind  at  evening,  or  hear  the  bi-eath- 
inga  (if  the  sea,  or  the  not  less  audible  mnsic  of  the 
starry  heavens,  all  seemed  at  first  unchanged,  Tlie 
sun  of  B  bright  day  from  which,  however,  something 
of  tiic  fcrvoiM  of  midsiiiiinicr  were  wanting,  fell  tcin* 
perately  ou  them  all.  Iilk-d  the  air  on  all  sides  with 
the  utterances  of  life,  and  gleamed  on  the  K>ug  line 
of  ocean.  Sotnc  of  those  whom  on  eaitli  lie  loved 
best,  still  Were  there.  Tim  grt^at  mind  still  seemed 
to  prciudc ;  the  great  presence  to  be  with  you ;  you 
might  expect  to  hear  again  the  rich  and  playful  tones 
of  the  voice  of  the  old  hospitality.    Yet  a  moment 
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more,  Mnd  nil  tlie  scene  took  on  Uie  aspect  of  one 
great  monument,  in^oriWd  with  hia  name,  and  Kiiered 
to  hia  memory.  And  .such  it  shall  \>&  in  all  th«  fu- 
ture of  America !  Tht!  senaacion  of  desolatenesa,  and 
loneliness,  and  darkness,  with  wMch  you  see  it  now, 
will  irnss  away ;  the  sharp  grief  of  love  and  friendsliip 
will  iK-coniu  Koothctl :  mon  will  repair  tliithcr  as  they 
are  wont  to  comiiicmorato  the  great  days  of  hi^tor^*; 
the  same  glance  shall  ukr  tii,  and  the  samv  emotions 
Khali  greet  and  h]e»»,  the  Harbor  of  the  Pilgrims  and 
tlie  Tomb  of  Webster. 
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Sl'EECH  BEFORK  THE  YOL'SG  MEN'S  WtHG 
CLL'B  OK  BOSTON,  ON  THE  AXXEXATION' 
OF  TEXAS. 

HBUVERBD  IS  THE  TRBMOST  TKUPLK,  AUQUST  ID.  1841. 


[The  mcetiug  liaving  been  calW  to  order  hy  (ThurW  Fnind» 
AdiMtii,  Pmidcnt  of  thn  Club.  Mr.  Clionte  ku  lulKKluciiiL  lie 
cmnv  forvtanl  and  Bpuke  ua  tollows  :  ] 

Mb-  Pbeside-st  asb  Gestlemex,  — 

I  regard  the  approaching  election  as  one  of  more 
interest  to  the  whole  country,  and  to  tJie  Stutee  of 
the  North  in  a  premincut  degree,  than  any  which 
hfts  preceded  it.  The  ix'culiarity  of  thia  election  is, 
that  while  it  involves  all  the  quovlionx  of  int'i'e  pulivy, 
which  Hro  ever  ^iMpciided  on  the  choice  of  a  president, 
—  i^iicntion.t  of  the  currency,  of  the  lands,  of  int4?rnal 
improvements,  of  protection,  of  foreign  policy .  and  all 
else:  while  it  involves  in  its  broadest  extent  the 
quL'stiuu,  how  thrtU  thf  nali'm  Ac  governedf — it  in- 
volves—  the  first  presidential  election  that  has  dime 
80 — the  further,  more  fundamental,  and  mo rti  start- 
ling questicin,  what  thall  the  nation  he  ;  who  »lttiU  the 
nation  ha ;  whtrre  tkalt  the  nation  he ;  who,  what, 
and  where,  is,  and  is  to  be,  onr  country  it«elf  ?  Is  it 
to  he  any  lunjjcr  the  Union  which  we  have  known : 
which  we  have  loved,  to  which  we  have  been  acctts- 
ttiined?  —  or  h  it  to  be  dissolved  altogether?  or  b  it 
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to  be  A  new  on«,  enlarged  by  the  annexation  of  a 
tcnitory  out  of  wliich  forty  Sliit««  of  the  sue  of 
Ma^sitohti'^tt.-s  iiiiglit  tw  wiiii'triieU'd  :  «  tvrrilory  not 
ajijx-iKkil  equally  to  tlie  East,  the  West',  the  ('entre, 
and  the  South ;  not  appended  equally  to  the  skve 
8tuti>s  and  the  free  Stati's;  to  the  agrioultuml  and 
the  pliinting  ;  to  thv  luciilitte«  of  frcis  ti-iule  and  the 
Incaliliex  of  pi-otuction ;  nut  i!o  up[R-nded  as  to  work 
an  eqnal  and  tiiiparlial  enlar;>e)iient  and  a.-tsistjini'e  to 
each  one  of  those  varioiw  and  lietei-ogeneoua  elements 
of  int«reHt  and  sentiment  and  position  out  of  whose 
attnggle  oninci*  the  peace,  out  of  whowj  diKnonance 
come-s  Ihe  harmony,  of  our  system;— not  so,  but 
appended  in  one  vast  accession  to  one  side,  one 
region,  one  interest,  of  the  many  whieh  comjMise  the 
State  ;  so  appended  as  to  dUturb  the  relations  of  the 
parts ;  to  change  the  seat  of  the  centre ;  to  counteract 
the  nnturid  tondeneies  of  thiri>^ ;  to  nubiiititiile  a  revo- 
lution of  violent  and  morbid  policy  in  place  of  the 
alow  and  safe  action  of  nature,  habit,  and  business, 
lUlder  a  permanent  l.iw  ;  so  appt-iMled.  in  short,  as  not 
merely  to  nmkc  a  smatl  globe  into  a  hti^cr  one,  but 
to  alter  the  whole  fi-nirc  of  the  body ;  to  vai^-  the 
shape  and  the  ran^e  of  it*  orbit ;  to  laniieh  it  forth  on 
a  new  highway  of  ihe  heavens ;  to  change  its  day  and 
night,  its  Heed-time  and  harvest,  ita  solar  year,  the 
great  cycle  of  its  duration  itself. 

This  it  is  that  gives  to  this  election  an  interest 
pecuHur  and  Iranseendent.  It  is  a  qu«^tion.  not  what 
the  policy  of  the  nation  shall  be.  —  but  what,  who, 
where,  »hafl  the  nation  be!  It  U  not  a  question 
of  national  politics,  but  of  national  identity.  For 
even  If  the  Union  sbuU  survive  tbi-  annexation  of 
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Trxais  and  thi;  <1Ueii«isiuii8  of  atini'xation.  it  will  be  & 
nciv.  a  eliaiigi'd,  anotlici'  Union,  —  nut  tWw.  It  will 
be  changed,  not  by  time,  which  changes  all  things,  — 
man,  monumentis  ntnteH,  tlie  great  glolie  itself;  not 
by  time,  but  by  power :  not  by  im{)erceptib]e  degrees, 
but  in  a  day;  not  by  a  successive  growth,  nufolded 
And  urged  forward  by  an  orgAiiic  law,  an  impleiut«d 
force,  ft  noiselo**  and  invijiiblo  nittritiun  from  beneath 
and  from  without,  of  which  every  region,  every  State, 
takes  the  risk :  but  by  the  direct  action  of  govern- 
ment—  arbitrary,  violent,  and  unjiist  —  of  which  no 
part  has  ever  agreed  to  take  llnj  risk.  It  is  to  tJiU 
element  in  the  present  election,  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  that  I  wi-ih  to-night,  passing  over  all  the  rest, 
to  direct  your  attention. 

I  shall  consume  but  little  of  the  time  of  suoh  an 
ftssembly  as  this,  in  attempting  to  prove  that  the 
success  or  failure  of  this  enterprise  of  annexation  ia 
suspended — for  the  present  —  periinps  for  our  day  — 
on  the  result  of  the  pending  election.  Yon,  at  least, 
hax'e  no  douht  on  this  point.  Is  there  one  man  now 
before  me.  in  the  fii-st  place,  who  does  not  believe, 
or  who  does  not  greatly  and  rationally  fear,  that  if 
Mr.  Polk  is  tho  next  president,  Texas  will  come  in  — 
under  the  iiiiostiOntat  ioiis,  and  not  so  very  terrible  form 
of  a  territori/,  of  course,  in  the  fii«t  in«tiince  — in 
twelve  months,  unless  some  gi-eat  and  extraordinary 
interposition  of  the  people  should  prevent  it  'f  Does 
Any  one  —  if  such  an  one  may  be  supposed  among  you 
to-night —  who.  oppusnd  Ui  Texas,  as  you  are,  has  y«t 
a  hankering  for  iMr.  I'olk,  and  mean:*  to  vote  for  him, 
if  he  can  obtain  the  consent  of  his  conscience  —  who 
wanta  to  vote  for  Mr.  Polk,  but  nhrinks  from  the 
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idea  of  promoting  annexation  —  does  any  such  ou« 
«a_v.  Oh,  it  doesn't  follow  that  if  he  is  chost-ii.  Texas 
will  be  annexed  ?  Be  it  so ;  but  does  it  not  incrcamc 
the  chimizes  of  annexation  ?  Does  it  not  tremendously 
culuucti  tlii;  difficultteH  of  rosiiitiinij^?  Does  it  not 
nt  IfJist  expose  yon  to  tlwi  torrible  Imicni'd  of  lieiiig 
compelled,  liei'eftfter.  To  encoiint«r,  bj  nieinonal.  by 
GouventJon,  by  remonstrance,  by  extreme  and  extraor- 
dinary action,  that  which  you  can  now,  peaceubly. 
innuvi-ntly,  scuHontibly  anticipate  and  jircvent  at  the 
polls?  Dofj«  not  Bvory  stook-jobljer,  and  land-jobber, 
and  tlfsli-joblxT,  wlio  cluniors  for  annexation,  nnder- 
«tand  [H-rfottly,  tliHl  lie  iiids  his  objetW  b_v  choosing 
Mr.  ['oik?  Arc  not  those  honest  gentlemen  all  on 
his  siile,  ttJid  do  they  not  well  know  what  they  are 
about?  Does  not  Mr.  I'olk  come  in  —  if  liiMiome*  — 
pledged  to  annex  if  he  can,  and  determined  to  do  it 
if  be  can?  Does  he  not  come  in  pledged  and  deter- 
mined to  put  ill  requiiiition  the  wholo  vast  power  of 
the  Executive — the  whole  vast  power  of  the  flushed 
jwrty  iJiat  vleel<t  liini,  and  to  cffuet  annexation?  Is 
any  man  foolish  enough  to  deny  that  Mr.  Van  Burcn 
was  eaat  overboanl,  aud  Mr.  Polk  nominated,  vx- 
preA^ly  and  solely  that  the  candidate  mi}<bt  bo,  as 
they  exquisitely  express  it,  "  Texas  to  the  back- 
bone ?" —  And  how  can  you  suppose  that,  nominated 
for  this  very  purpose,  elected  for  this  very  purpose, 
lie  will  do  nulhin;;  tu  uecompHsh  it?  Wliy,  if  he 
t>hould  be  disjHised  to  do  nothing,  do  you  think  that 
a  parly  or  a  faction,  strong  enough  to  gu  into  n 
National  Convention,  and  there  trample  instructions 
under  foot ;  strong  enough  to  foree  upon  the  body  an 
audacious,  not  very  democvatia  rule  of  proceeding, 
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wliii-li  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  ft  iiiajfirit.v  to  nomi- 
nate tliir  olidicu  (if  ft  mnjority ;  <<ti-ong  enough  to  iaiigh 
Coloni'l  Benton  und  Mr.  Wi-iglit  in  the  fnce;  strong 
enough,  not  niemly  to  divide  Mr.  IJutler's  last  crust 
wiUi  him.  bnt  to  snatch  the  whole  of  it ;  strong  enough 
to  ejaculate  Mr.  Van  Bureu  out  of  the  window  — 
tinder  whom  they  hud  once  triumphed  —  on  whom 
they  riillifi)  ut^in  in  six  months  aft«T  the  defeat  of 
1840.  »ud  w  ho  hui)  been  their  candidate  dm  notoriously 
and  avowedly  as  Mr.  Clay  had  been  ours — and  of 
whom  no  mitn  of  any  party  wiil  deny,  that  in  point 
of  aeeomplishint'nt  and  talent  and  experience  of  pub- 
lic afTiiirHt  he  is  immeasurably  Mr.  Polk's  superior: 
strong  enough  to  have  dissolved  that  eonveniion  iu  a 
half  an  hour,  had  it  not  coiieeded  tht-ir  utmost  de- 
mands—  ruining  if  they  could  not  rule;  —  if  Mr. 
I'olk  should  be  disposed  to  do  nothing,  do  yon  Iiolicv« 
»ueli  a  parly,  or  dueli  a  faction  «.■*  this,  woidil  iK-iiint 
him  to  do  nothing?  No.  No.  I>e»penil«ly,  weakly, 
fatally,  does  he  deceive  hininelf  who  nill  not  see,  tiiaC 
every  thing  which  an  Executive,  elected  expressly  to 
do  this  deed,  can  do,  will  be  done,  and  done  at  once ! 
He  will  put  it  forward  in  his  very  first  messiige.  Ho 
will  put  it  forward  ms  the  one,  grand  measure  of  bis 
party,  ami  of  his  administratioii.  Nothing  wilt  be 
left  nnsiirred  to  effect  it.  The  fiiix-well  woixls  of 
General  Jackson  will  he  rung  in  admiring  and  sub- 
bervient  ears.  Ay.  that  drum  shall  be  beaten,  which 
might  call  the  dead  of  all  his  hattle.t  to  the  "  midnight 
review."  in  shadowy  files  I  The  measure  will  not  be 
attempted  again,  in  the  lirst  instance,  in  the  form  of 
a  ti-eaty,  retjuiring  two  lldids  of  the  senate,  but  in  the 
form  of  a  law,  reijuiiiiig  a  majority  of  only  one.     Do 
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yon  wy  such  a  majority  cannot  be  coninmniled  ?  Do 
iiol  be  too  »UK  nf  tliat.  I  pray  you,  give  nn  vote,  with- 
hold no  vote,  on  such  a  speculation  aa  that.  Do  not, 
because  I'renidpnt  Tyler  has  not  been  able  to  com- 
uiHiid  a  inajority  —  President  Tyler,  without  a  party, 
with  one  wholt!  diviiiion  of  the  Demooratic  party,  with 
Colonel  Bfiiton  and  Mr.  Wright  Mt  its  heMt,  iiguiiiMl 
him  ;  with  the  Southern  \Vhi[i«,  under  the  seasonable 
and  iin[i<irtant  lead  of  .Mr.  Clay,  against  him  to  a  man 
—  dii  not,  because  under  these  speeial  and  temporary 
circumstanoefi,  he  has  not  been  'able  to  obtain  a  ma- 
jority, therefore,  lay  the  flattennjr  nnction  to  your 
soul,  that  when  a  president  who  has  a  party,  and  that 
party  a  majority  of  the  people,  flushed  with  u  recent 
victory  won  on  thb  precise  issue,  shall  try  \m  hand 
at  the  business  ;  when  Colonel  Ileutou  —  the  tempo- 
rary and  special  cireumstttnce*  of  Ins  recent  resistance 
having  sulwided  —  siiall  rwume  Uin  natural  and  earlier 
position;  and  "La  Salle"  and  "Amerieanns"  shall 
lie  hintself  again;  when  Southern  Whigx,  no  longer 
rallying  to  the  lead  of  Mr.  Clay,  shall  resume  their 
natural  position,  or  shall  divide  on  the  question  :  when 
the  whole  tactics  of  ]mrty,  the  united  or  general 
strength  of  the  South,  the  vast  and  multiform  influ- 
ence of  u  strong  Executive  shall  be  combined  ;  when 
the  meaiimre  comes  tn  be  presswl,  under  every  «peeiuu# 
name,  by  aid  of  every  specious  topic  of  patriotism  and 
aggTandi7.ement ;  when,  if  any  one.  or  two,  or  ten,  or 
twenty  members  of  eongress  shonhl  manifest  symp- 
toms of  recusancy,  or  should  try  the  effect  of  a  litile 
"  sweet,  reluctant,  amorons  delay,"  the  weird  sisterH 
of  ambitious  hearts  shall  play  before  their  eyes  images 
of  foreign  missions,  aud  departments,  and  benches  of 
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juatioe — do  not  deceive  yourselves  into  the  belief 
tliat  the  mnjonly  of  ono  will  not  be  svcured.  I  spi^nk 
MOW  of  tbc  iidmiiwioii  of  Tvxmt  na  n  niL^ru  tvrritory. 
The  ureotion  of  thm  t^rritnnr'  into  States  will  ha  h 
very  different  undertaking  —  later,  lens  promiitiiig,  a 
far  Dioi-e  dreadful  trial  of  the  tiea  of  the  I'nion.  Of 
that  I  have  Munething  to  nay  hereafter ;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever,  and  I  feel  it  to  bo  un  ur^jent  duty 
to  declare  it,  that  lliu  It-rntory,  im  Urritorg,  will  be 
iidniiit«d  in  tuvlvi;  nioiiUis  nfl^ir  Afi-.  Polk's  elcotion, 
unletiiti  eonie  extraordinary  interposition  of  the  people, 
on  which  I  dare  not  speculate,  shall  prevent  it. 

[Mr.  Cbo&t«  divii  )>rx>ctwdeJ  to  ubw^rt*  u|ioii  a  letter,  which 
)|p  \\aA  i«Ad  in  tli<' "  XiiTi<>iial  Iiitt^lligmicer,"  signed  by  sev^ii 
liroinitiniil  iiienilMrs  o(  tli«i  DviTiocratlc  )>aTt}'  In  Xen  York,  In- 
cliuliiiK  thp  ■i^xiinplUhoi]  odiuir  of  thr:  "  ETriiinK  Piwt,**  in  which 
tha  writon  declan'  thr^ir  piupcup  cif  mpjnrtiiiK  Ur.  Polk,  but 
ivcomfniNid  tJie  eUwttiiQ  of  mcinbuin  iif  ootij;re«»  "  uho  will  rp- 
j*ct  til'?  unvtarraiitalilt*  sclit^mi)  now  [<ivK^ed  oii  Ibe  country.'' 
Ho  rviiiArked  on  the  concwwion*  of  t-h^  letti>r,  to  wit :  "  that  tli« 
BnltiiiiorD  iMinvnntion  hiul  ptncni]  tlin  DpiiKwratic  pnr^  nt  tha 
Nottb  in  » jxHttiun  of  ureat  liiflicullj  :"  ibat  iteiinised  ibe  party 
to  the  cC'DStaiil  tniiiit ""  'hnl  Ikt  conrmtion  rrjtclei(  Mr.  Van  liuren 
and  iKiiniiiaUii  Mr.  P'lli,  for  ivaviii«  <'oiiiitK?t<'(1  witb  tlm  immtili- 
al«  aitittraikn  •>/  Trial :"  '•  tliat  il  wnnl  dill  fnilhir  ami  iiiter« 
polat«l  into  tbf  pnrty  crcpiJ  a  mre  Joclrlnr,  hilherlo  unknown 
aiQOii^  iw,  —  at  war  willi  aomv  uf  our  edtabliiJieJ  {iriauliJes,  and 
abhoTtvnt  to  the  opinions  and  f<<elinga  of  a  great  majority  of 
NnithRm  frmmcn  I "  .\nd  he  doiibtrd  Hhpthcj-  a  SIntp  vhieh 
choiili]  give  tlfl  voii-  foi  ii  ptvsidirnt  tiocninatfd  JoU-ly  for  tfii;  yiMy 
purpuse  of  minciini;  'I'vxiis  wi..uld  or  could,  in  tli*  aatue  breotJi, 
elect  iut^mli«r«  (if  i'i>iiiftvw)  ti>  go  and  defeat  tha  ■*  ccham*,"  — 
'•  Bn'ww«»nMWr "  fiiough.  uo  doubt,  but  Trrt  thi>  pri^oiiu!  and 
aiugln  "  »chem«  "  which  Mr.  Folk  wai  brauKht  forward  U>  ao- 
eumplUb,  -^aud  wbclhor  tb«y,or«ucli  as  tlitiy,  wbu  turrenderad 
to  tbi^  candidate  at  Baltiiuure,  would  b«  voiy  likelj  to  l)«ard  and 
baiHe  lite  iucumbont  at  Washington,     tie  then  roautnH  :] 
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The  election  of  Mr.  Polk.  then,  will,  or  may  prob- 
ably, luinex  Texas  as  a  territory.  The  election  of  Mr. 
Cliiy  dpfeatx  or  postpones  it  indeliiiitely.  Some  per* 
tuins  pri'teiid  to  iluiiht,  or  at  Icjist  i^L-eiti  to  Avuy  thiM. 
But  do  thuy  do  him,  thenwelven,  and  the  gri-at  sub- 
ject, justice?  ttt-ad  hi*  letter  upon  tliii*  snbje«t; 
observe  the  broad  and  permanent  grounds  of  exclu- 
aion  which  he  there  aketehe:*;  advert  to  the  well- 
weighed  declaration,  that  so  long  as  any  considerable 
opposition  to  the  measure  shall  be  manifested,  be  will 
resist  it ;  and  you  cannot  fait  to  see  that  uuIc^js  you 
yoHi-scjlves,  —  iinle^it  MusMadiiiHctts  and  Vermtnit  and 
Ohio,  —  nhouhl  withdraw  their  opposition,  lor  his 
lerm  at  least,  you  are  wife,  and  all  are  safe,  'lliat 
letter,  in  my  judgment,  makes  him  «  title  to  every 
nntt-Texas  vote  in  America.  The  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  given  to  the  world,  1  happened 
wt-U  to  know.  It  was  before  either  convention  had 
assembled  at  Baltimore.  It  «-aa  as  yet,  to  m«  at  least, 
uncertfdn  what  ground  Mr.  Van  Buren  would  take. 
Warm  friends  of  Mr,  Cliiy  in  coiigrt'SK  would  liiivc 
di^Miarled  him  from  immediate  publication.  They 
feared  its  efTt-ct  even  on  the  Whig  convention  iuwif ; 
they  feared  its  wider  and  more  permanent  effect. 
Wait  a  little,  they  said.  Keel  the  pulse  of  the  dele- 
gates as  they  come  to  Washington,  Attend  for  a  few 
days  the  rising  voice  of  the  general  press  of  the  South. 
He  rejected  thene  counsels  of  indecision,  and  directed 
it  to  be  given  to  the  country.  In  my  judgment,  that 
act  envcd  the  country.  It  fixed  and  ntllied  the  uni- 
versal Whig  o]>inion  upon  this  subject  instantly,  and 
everywhere.  It  suspended  the  warm  feelings  of  the 
South,  until  its  sober  second  thought  coidd  discern, 
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as  now  it  hiut  begiiii  to  diMoern,  that  fiiir  and  tempting 
as  this  furbiddei)  fruit  HhoWH  to  th«  sense,  it  brings  with 
it  deutti.  atid  lUl  woo,  with  loss  of  E'li-ii.  Th«  position 
whicli  Mr.  Clay  hvld,  —  tlic  iiihiihilHtit  uf  n  ttlnre 
State  ;  hU  birthplace  Vii^inia ;  the  part  he  lraii«M!ted 
in  the  Mijtsouri  coiitrovt-nsy ;  his  known  and  i»U-n«c 
Aniericaiii.-im  iif  fveliog,  oa^-r  enough,  eager  in  tlte 
man  as  in  the  boy,  to  lay  hold  of  every  oocasiun  to 
carry  up  his  country  to  the  loftiest  summit  of  a  dura- 
ble ami  just  glory,  and  thi-refuru  not  disimrlinvd  lo 
mi-re  ciilargcincut  of  t4>rritury,  if  the  acqui^iitiou  hud 
bet^n  juAt.  prudt-nt,  equitable,  honorable  — >  thi^  felic- 
ity of  posiiion  enabled  him  to  do  what  fc-w  other 
men  of  even  equal  capacity  and  patriotism  could  do  i 
enabled  liim  to  queui.-h  in  (he  spark,  if  now  the  peo- 
ple sustain  him,  this  stupendous  uonoeption  of  mad- 
ness and  of  guilt. 

If  the  oledion  of  Mr.  Polk,  tlien,  may  annex  Texas, 
and  that  of  ^Ir.  Clay  defeat  or  indetiiiilely  i>0!>tponft 
it,  what  are  the  moral  duUea  of  the  opponents  of 
annexation,  of  all  parClut?  You  are  a  Democrat,  for 
example,  and  you  would,  on  every  other  account  than 
this  of  Texas,  desire  the  success  of  the  Democratic 
ticket.  Yon  arc  an  Abolitionist,  and  without  ex- 
pecting the  suceeiut  of  your  ticket,  you  would  desire 
to  give  it  the  iitmottt  practicable  appearance  of 
growth  and  strougtb.  But  can  you,  iu  sense  and 
fNinifss,  say,  that  all  the  oilier  good  which,  even  on 
your  principles,  tlie  election  of  Mr,  I'olk.  or  the 
exhibition  of  a  gi-owing  vote  for  Mr.  Binney,  would 
aecomplb>h.  or  all  tlte  other  evils  which  either  of  these 
results  would  prevent,  would  compensate  for  the 
various  and   tlie  transoi.>ndent  evil   of  annexation? 
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Can  ynu  dnultty  wlien  you  calmly  weigh  all  the  other 
gM)d  which  ywu  achieve  by  effecting  ytmr  object  agiii<i!>t 
tlie  mwchief  you  do  by  aiiiiexatinn.  —  can  you  doubt 
that  tiie  luiuit  thing  which  yoii  owe  your  conscience, 
your  country,  the  utnio«t  which  prido  Find  uoiisistvncy 
h«v«  u  riyht  to  exact  of  you,  ik  neutrality  ?  Von  will 
not  say,  for  iiistaiicc,  that  you  believe  llwl  a  nn-ie 
pOHlpnneinent  of  DemocmUc  aitoendency  for  five 
years  will  pi'imaiiciitly  and  irreparably  impair  the 
Comttilntion  and  the  prosperity  of  our  conntiy.  or 
bereave  lier  of  n  ray  of  her  glory?  She  can  endure 
so  lon^,  even  you  do  nut  doubt,  the  evil  of  the  politics 
which  you  disapprove.  Slio  can  afford  to  wail  »o  lung, 
even  you  will  admit,  for  the  politics  wlitcli  you  prefer. 
But  the  evil  of  annvxatton  it<  a»  iminvdinte,  as  irn.- 
tricvabic,  and  as  clcniiil  as  it  is  cnoniiuuH !  Tune, 
terms  ftf  presidential  office,  ages,  instead  of  healing, 
will  but  display,  will  but  exa.tperate.  the  imineilicable 
wound  I  Ves.  yea  I  He  who,  some  space  hereafter  — 
how  long,  how  brief  that  space,  you  may  not  all  taste 
of  death  until  yon  know  —  he  who  —  another  Thucy- 
dide^i.  another  Sismondi  —  eliall  observe  and  shall 
paint  a  Union  dissolved,  the  dilver  cord  looked,  the 
golden  bowl  broken  at  the  fountain  ;  he  who  shall  ob- 
serve and  shall  paint  tlic  nation's  (laj;  folded  mourn* 
fully,  anil  lai<t  aside  in  the  silent  ehiiniber  where  llio 
memorials  of  renown  and  grace,  now  dead,  ni-e  gath- 
ered together ;  who  shall  record  the  ferocious  factions, 
the  prolligiite  ambition,  the  hot  rivalry,  the  wars  of 
hate,  the  truces  of  treachery,  —  which  shall  furnish 
the  matter  of  the  history  of  alienated  States,  till  one 
after  another  burns  out  and  falls  from  its  place  oo 
high.  —  he  ahalt  entitle  this  atained  and  mournful 
chapter  the  Consequences  of  Annexation. 
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Rut  look  at  thi»busintii«  a  liltto  tnoi-e  in  ito  detaila. 

I  will  nnt  move  llie  question  of  itit  i-fTect  on  Ameri- 
can Hiavery.  Wljelher  it  will  tninsplant  the  fitiicketi 
race  from  old  Stales  to  new  ;  whether  it  will  concfu- 
trate  it  on  a  difTerent,  larger  or  smaller  area  than  it 
now  covers,  wheUior  the  result  of  this  u^^ain  would  be 
to  incri-asi!  or  diinini;«h  itM  numbers,  iU  siilTeriiig!*,  and 
its  chances  of  iittiinate  (.■intiuctpatiou,  —  this  is  »  specu- 
lation fi-otn  which  I  retire.  I  repeat  what  I  had  the 
honor  to  »ay  in  the  debate  on  the  treaty,  that  the 
avowed  and  thedirect  object  of  annexation  certainly  ia 
to  prevent  the  Abolition  of  slavery  on  a  vast  re.ifion 
which  would  oIhc  become  free.  The  immediate  i>tTuct 
iiit«tidcd  and  Kociirod  in  the  first  instance,  therefore, 
certainly  is  the  diffusion  and  increase  of  slavery.  So 
fur  we  sec.  So  much  wc  know.  More  than  that,  no 
man  can  be  certain  that  ho  sees  or  knows.  Whether 
this  is  ti>  work  an  amelioration  of  the  ttttfu»  of  slavcry 
whih-  it  lasts,  or  to  shorten  it*  dnnttioTi,  is  in  His 
coun.^eht.  "  who  out  of  «vil  »till  educes  ^lod  in  in^nitc 
pi-ogression."  The  means  w«  see  are  evil.  Tim  lirst 
effect  is  evil.  The  end  is  uncertain.  Uut,  if  it  were 
certJiin  and  were  pood,  we  may  not  do  evil  that  good 
may  come.  While,  therefure.  I  fuel  it  to  be  my  duty 
distinctly  to  say  that  I  would  leave  to  the  maatei^s  of 
slaves  every  guuranty  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  —  the  Conslitution  as  it  is,  the  Union  as  it  is, 
—  witliont  which  there  is  no  security  for  you  or  for 
them  —  no,  not  for  a  day,  —  I  tttill  controvert  tho 
power,  I  deny  the  morality,  I  tremble  for  the  coiisft- 
ijuences,  of  annexing  an  acre  of  new  territory, /or  the 
mere  purpotc  of  diffusing  this  great  eril,  this  great 
otirBe,  over  a  wider  surface  of  American  earth.     Still 
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law  would  I,  for  sueh  a  purpoie  mrrdj/,  luy  hold  on 
such  «  territory  as  Texas,  Uirger  than  France,  and 
almost  as  fuir ;  least  of  all  now,  jiut  wh«u  tlie  spirit 
of  liberty  is  hovering  over  it.  in  act  to  d^HCend. 

But  trace  the  consequences  of  anitexution  on  our- 
aelves.  First,  chief,  nio^t  comprehensive,  and  most 
irrctritfvabic  of  iU  evils,  will  he  tV*  ilitaKtroiu  aspeel  on 
the  durahUity  of  tAe  Union.  Tcxaa,  let  u»  )tu]>pu»«, 
tJie  terriiorv,  as  territory,  is  annexeil.  The  »vftr  with 
Mexico  is  at  an  end.  The  valor  of  the  West  has 
triumphed.  The  debt  of  the  war,  the  debt  of  Texas 
is  funded.  Time  passes.  New  slates  carved  out  of 
its  ample  6elds  knock  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Do  you  consider  that  it  may  cut  np  Into  forty  as 
large  ns  Massachusetts?  But  suppose  twenty. fifteen, 
ten,  five,  only  —  apply  one  after  another.  Is  there  a 
man,  out  of  a  mad-hoiue,  who  docs  not  sHje  that  five, 
liiree,  om,  snch  application  could  not  be  acted  on,  and 
either  rejected  or  gianted,  without  shaking  this  gov- 
ernment to  its  foundation  ?  Is  there  a  maji  who  does 
not  Bee  that  if  all  the  malice  and  all  the  ingenuity  of 
Hell  xrere  appealed  to.  to  devise  one  fiery  and  final 
trial  of  the  strength  of  our  American  feeling,  of  uur 
fmtcnial  love,  of  our  upprecintton  of  the  uses  of 
union,  of  all  our  bond.-*  of  political  brotherhood,  it 
could  contjive  no  oi-dval  half  so  dreadful  as  this?  To 
me  tluK  seems  so  palpable,  that  I  have  doubted 
xvbether  Colouel  IJunton  is  not  right  in  his  conjec- 
ture that  disunion  is  the  exact  object  aimed  at  by 
some  of  the  movers  of  unncxnlton.  Ortainly,  in 
looking  over  that  grim  beail-roll  of  South  (?ai-olina 
U>fvit/»  and  dlniiri-speeches  which  covers  a  broad.iide 
of  the  laat  "Intelligencer,"  it  19  quite  itnposiublfl  to 
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resUl  tlie  conoliwion  tlint,  a»  regards  some  imliviilimU 
of  lliU  Wty  of  aiiiiexationiat.'i,  either  they  are  lnl>or- 
ipg  umU-r  very  trea-ionable  palilics,  or  tliat  tlieir 
Muileit'H  has  quite  Uk>  much  liruuJy  in  it.  I  wilt  say, 
too.  of  any  nitiiexalioiiiBU  who  thinks  that  boeaiise  we 
siin'ived  the  Missuiiri  quL-^tioii,  it  woiilt)  he  a  pretty 
thing  to  move  ii  h;ilf-i1uzcii  more  8ueh  g tie^tioiiM,  that 
he  niL-aii*  t*t  suvur  the  States,  or  U  iinifoiiiHfly  igiio* 
lant  uf  the  way  by  which  they  «i«  to  be  kept  to- 
gether. Does  he  consider  under  what  totally  ilifl'ei-ent 
circiiinittanceH  tJiese  new  Misoom-i  (jiiestiona  would 
break  out.  fwm  those  which  attendwl  the  old?  Does 
lie  coDbidt-r  that  the  ti'rritory  uf  Miesuuri  was  already 
parcel  of  the  Uiiilud  Sliiles.  and  bad  been  so  for  near 
twenty  years ;  thai,  unlike  Texas,  it  had  been  annexed 
as  part  of  Louii-ianu,  with  no  view  at  »ll  to  the  diffu- 
luun  and  perpetuation  of  slavery,  but  on  grounds  of 
policy  which  iln-  M-^i-iest  mor^ilint,  the  a(ricte.*t  ex* 
]iituiider  of  lh<'  <'i)ii!<titution.  the  most  passionate 
lover  of  liberty,  might  approve;  am),  therefore,  that 
having  been  received  as  a  territory  dtwrno  infuitu.  the 
public  sensibility  was  less  shocked  by  its  emergence 
into  a  slave  State  ttiaa  now  it  would  be.  when  the 
end  and  aim  of  the  origitial  aoqui«itiiiTi  in  ;>ilavei-y, 
wholly  slavery,  and  nothing  but  slavery?  I)oe«  he 
rellect  how  vant  a  change  the  senlinienia  of  eivilizn- 
tion  have  undergone  on  that  whole  subject  since 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty?  Does  he  renieudier 
that  in  tliiit  learning  the  world  is  Hve  hundred  yeai-» 
older  than  It  was  then?  Can  hn  not  read  the  gallier- 
ing  signs  of  the  times  ?  I>i)f»  he  not  mark  the  blazing 
chiuaclers  traced  by  the  bodiiesn  hand,  m  in  the 
unlinished  picture  ?    Does  he  not  remember  wliat  the 
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done,  uiiliiii  twenty  yean?  Uous  he  not  ae«  and 
feel  that  in  that  interval  a  jmblii;  npiitioii  has  been 
generated,  has  been  organized,  wholly  new,  aggres- 
MTe,  intolerant  of  the  sight,  intolerant  of  the  cry,  of 
man  in  cliains?  Doea  he  itol  st-e  and  ftrel  with  what 
clectrind  fuive  and  speed  it  striken  fioni  oiii-  (|iiHrti-i' 
of  the  globe  to  nuother,  aud  i^  spreading  tu  i-:nfold 
the  wholf  L-ivilized  world  like  an  ntniospht-n;?  Do«» 
he  think  it  wise  tu  bluw  such  nn  atuiospliL-rc  into  n 
hurricane  of  flame  ?  Does  he  renlly  exi>ecl  to  bring 
his  five  Slates  into  tht-  Union  ?  I»  he  not  »uro  of  fail- 
ing, and  is  he  nut  st^'cking  a  pretext  fur  (lying  in  u  [>»»• 
luou;  for  complaining  tiiiit  territory  ounitlilnlionally 
oittitled  to  admission  is  excluded.  an<l  thereu|N>ii  for 
ruiiring  from  the  Union,  if  he  enn,  himself?  How- 
ever this  may  be,  I  sny  tliat  he  iiu'ans  to  »eviT  the 
StAleft,  or  he  is  profoundly  ignorant,  or  cniiiinally 
reckleRM.  of  the  temper  and  policy  hy  which  lliey  are 
to  be  holden  togethor. 

I  would  have  liini,  who  desires  ndeqnal«ly  to  com* 
prehend  the  prolnilili-  intUifjioe  of  annexation  on  the 
durability  of  the  I'liioii,  ami  its  inlUienoe  on  ihi-  U-m- 
per  and  feclinga  of  the  States  composing  the  Union, 
one  towards  another,  to  consider  also,  whether,  over 
and  above  these  eternal  aiilipathies  of  liberty  and 
slavery,  which  it  must  kindle  into  inextinguishable 
flame  —  whether  over  and  above  these,  this  measure 
will  not  appeAr,  and  ought  not  t«  appear,  tui  be  a 
mere  attempt  to  retain,  or  to  give,  to  one  legtou  and 
one  iiitei^-st  of  the  republir,  an  ascendency,  to  which, 
aaagainnt  tlie  othei's,  it  in  not  entitled?  Is  there  nut 
vast  danger  thiit  in  this  way  it  will  wray  Stales,  and 
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regionx  of  Sutcx,  iigitiiitit  caeh  other,  on  a  contest  of 
interest,  of  l>u«iiie.s»,  of  relative  local  power?  Will 
it  not  he  ifgardt-J  an  nPTroiilivc  to  the  iii-Ulo.  as  a 
lUurpHtion  oil  iho  constitutional  ri);)it«,  m  nK-iiiiciiig 
tti  tlie  pocketA,  of  poi'tioii»  of  ttie  people  of  Amcricu, 
as  wc!l  as  an  outrage  on  the  flentiment  of  IiIhtIv  and 
the  spirit  of  the  age?  How  can  it  lie  ilelendeil,  on 
the  principles  of  our  politioal  A3«»oc-iiitioii  ?  Tins  gcp- 
eration  of  our  futlivr^  who  framed  Mic  Union,  uiw  as 
well  lui  we  do  the  great  natural  regional  diviiiion.4  of 
the  country.  They  foreHaw.  as  well  as  we  now  aee, 
that  one  of  these  regions  might  come  to  prefer  one 
systfiii  of  inilusUiiii  governmental  i>olicy,  and  another 
to  prefer  another;  that  one  might  incline  to  free 
trade,  iiiid  anotlier  to  protection ;  that  one  might  a 
little  more  soiiL-itouBly  favor  the  interests  of  cotton- 
planting  ;  another,  those  of  navigation ;  another,  those 
of  general  ngnciiltitre;  another,  those  of  the  mechani- 
cal and  manufiteliiriitg  arts,.  They  foresaw  that  in 
thin  way  tliere  might  grow  to  be  such  a  thing  as  a 
Southern,  or  a  Western,  or  a  Central,  or  an  Eastern 
administration, —  each  of  which  sliould  be  a  constitu- 
tional admiittstration, — and  yet  the  policy  of  widi 
might  take  a  tincture  from  the  locality  which  pre- 
dominated in  itit  origin  luid  comport tiun.  They  fore- 
saw, too.  that  there  would  come  u>  be  what  you  would 
call  Sonihern  inllneiiof  anil  Wej-tern  influence  and 
Central  intlui^nce  and  t^iHtern  inlluence :  that  these 
would  strive  together,  without  rest,  for  amicable  roas- 
tsry;  and  they  fondly  dreamed,  or  rationally  hoped, 
that  out  of  this  opposition  and  countt-raction.  "  tJiis 
rccipi'oeal  struggle  of  discordant  ijower.s,"  might  flow 
a  harmony  that  sliould  never  end.    They  foresaw,  too, 
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that  in  the  progress  of  tiino  the  operation  of  Datunil 
causes  might  clmtige,  aii<l  change  often,  all  thosv 
relation)!  which  muiln-d  lh«  era  of  1780.  The  youiitj 
cotton-plsnt  of  llie  Smith,  xuarcvly  kuoivn  to  art  or 
comiueroe  then,  niiglit  place  or  might  keep  the  fair 
ttiid  fiTtile  region  that  alone  produced  it,  for  ages,  at 
th«  head  of  the  confederacy.  The  exhmistlcss  soil 
and  teiDperate  climate  of  tlie  West  mi^ht  altract  and 
seat  the  centre  of  power  there. — on  ihv  impurpled 
prairie,  —  l>y  the  sliores  of  inlaiul  oceans.  Lnbor  and 
liberty  and  cultui-c  might  MOmeliine«  win  it  hack  to 
the  rock  of  Plyiiionth,  to  the  haltle-fielila  of  Hnnker 
Mill  and  Benniiiglon,  to  Ihu  itnmmit^  of  our  granite 
nionnlaiiis,  to  Uiv  wde  of  our  bruh-i!  sea.  Of  all  the^e 
al  ternatiou!^,  tliey  inlc tirled  that  the  people  of  America, 
the  people  of  each  region  of  America,  fiiould  take  the 
risk.  Of  all  these,  we  are  ready  to  take  the  riiik. 
Of  all  theiie,  we  always  have  nm  the  risk.  But  there 
is  one  thing,  of  which  tlie  franicrs  of  the  Conslitution 
never  meant  that  we  or  any  region  should  take  tlw 
riak ;  and  that  i»,  thiil  any  region,  any  interest,  should 
call  in  ftirfiffn  aUtet  to  prolvttff  and  ani/itimt  an  <wcf«- 
duncy,  ii-hich,  UMdir  the  action  of  natuml  eaui^e,  mii/ht 
be  imagined  to  be  pataini/  away.'  'Iliey  never  meant 
that  the  North  should  call  in  the  Caimda^  or  New- 
foundland, or  Greenland,  for  the  sole  pnrpose  of  giv- 
ing us  more  votes  in  congtcs§  for  lumber  duties,  or 
]K)tiisli  duties,  or  peltry  duticii,  or  fishing  bouniii-s.  or 
the  protectiou  of  wool,  nicy  never  meant  that  the 
South  should  bring  in  .Mexico,  or  Culm,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  voting  down  the  larifT,  or  niaintaitiing  any 
dominion  or  any  institution,  merely  becjituie  the  bi-oad, 
deep,  and  reaiatless  stream  of  time  was  tlireau-ning  to 
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bi-nr  it  )til«nUy  nway.  Na !  No  I  Tliitt  is  not  ths 
Union  w«  cnme  iuto.  That  i»  not  thv  nice  we  »et  out 
to  ntn.  Wo  agreed  to  Iov«,  honor,  ami  <'lifrii*h,  a 
certain  n»tionaJ  identity.  We  agreed  to  place  our- 
aelvea  in  the  power  of  a  certain  national  identity. 
We  ^reed  to  take  our  chance  of  any  constitutional 
adminlstrution  of  government ;  any  fashion  of  poli- 
ticft:  uny  pi-udoniinance  of  intercstH,  opinions,  and 
institntions,  to  which  llmt  might  constitutionally  (Sub- 
ject us.  But  wc  did  not  agree  to  love  —  wi>  did  not 
agree  to  be  governed  Viy  —  all  erfiiHon!  Wc  did 
not  agree  that  the  luerchaiitK  of  Miitniiziis,  the  goM 
ininer.4  of  Mexiio,  the  loj;wnod  euttei^S  of  Hondura*, 
the  Indian  traders  of  8anta  Fd.  Coahuila,  or  Chihua- 
hua, whoHe  "harbarouB  appellations"  we  can  neither 
pi'onoiince  nor  spell,  should  make  our  laws.  Non  k<te 
in  /(tdera  vctii.'  Take  care  lest  the  people  of  all 
regions,  hut  one>  should  give  the  translnlion.  —  "  We 
made  no  such  bitrgniu.  und  wc  stand  no  such  uou- 
Bense." 

With  Ihe^e  impri'iwiiHW  of  the  evils  of  nnuexation. 
it  is  difficiiU  to  suppress  a  sentiment  of  itidignatiuii  at 
what  would  otheiwiwe  deserve  nothing  hut  ridiwule, 
—  the  reasons  which  men  give  for  this  measure,  who 
are  ashamed  or  Hfriiid  to  give  the  true  one.  "  Texas 
is  so  fair  and  fertile,"  they  say  ;  as  if  this  were  not 
just  as  good  an  .irgumeiit  for  annexing  France, — 
a  hctter  one,  sinee  France,  though  not  so  large,  is 
fjlircr  and  more  fertile.  "  It  will  incrciise  our  ex- 
portations  of  cotton  and  sugar  so  much,"  —  ns  if  we 
should  not  grasp  Egypt  and  Brazil  and  Hindostan 
on  that  reason;  as  if  Colonel  Holme:.-<'s  lettt-r.  just 
published,  did  not  tell  us  that  the  consumption  of 
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cotton  is  already  litatiaiiaiy  in  England  and  France, 
and  tliat  the  thing  aimed  at  by  South  ('itrolina  i:i  not 
to  increase  tlie  >>u]>plj-  agaimit  tliat  di-niaiitl,  hut  to 
increuMe  the  dviimnil.  t>y  iiicTeiisiiig  Englii>li  uhiliiy  to 
consume ;  and  tu  do  lliat  hy  yivintf  to  the  EnifiUh 
mtmuj'arlurtrt  tht  viarktt  of  Amrrina.  "The  Wiil*-i:s 
of  Texa.4  How  into  our  Mii«t«isni)>i>i,  and  lhi-ref»r<?  it 
would  lie  impious  not  to  reunite  wliat  natniti  liad 
joined."  Impiouitl  —  aa  if  there  would  not  be  ex- 
actly the  8atne  clamor  for  it,  if  its  waleK  Sowed  into 
1  know  not  what  lake,  of  fire  or  of  death  I  "  It  will 
consume  such  unknown  quimtiiies  of  northern  manu- 
factures." Unknown,  iudei'd !  a»  if  we  were  quite 
to  verdant  iw  not  lo  bo  perfectly  aware  that  the 
preciwe  object  of  some  of  the  more  prominent  movers 
of  this  business  is  to  get  Tvxnn  votes  to  stop  your 
mills,  nut  Texan  customers  to  buy  your  cloth ;  that 
some  of  thorw  men  would  be  glad  toniay  to  see  you 
»en(l  your  ehildn-n  or  your  hor^ed  to  England  to  be 
shod  ;  that  what  tlkey  notoriouttly  aim  at,  is  not  at  all 
an  increased  ability  to  consume  your  ma>n{fai:turea, 
but  an  increased  vote  nguinst  your  tariff,  and  an 
eMKier  victory  over  your  labor.  *»  Texas  will  admit 
Brilijth  gooiLs,  duty  free,  or  under  low  duti<.'s,  and 
they  will  be  smuggled  in  such  ijuantities  into  the 
United  Stnleit  as  to  diminish  our  revenue,  nud  evade 
our  law  of  jn-olection !  "  —  a  reason  which  I  am  .-.orry 
lo  iiee  receive  the  sanction  of  a  convention  of  Mai«tii- 
chusetta  men,  of  whatever  politics, — scarcely  satis- 
factory. I  venture  to  conjecture,  to  any  manly-iiunded 
and  intelligent  member  of  that  body  of  our  I)einu< 
criitic  fellow -citisc lis.  wtio  have  just  made  iheir  iioioi* 
niitiou  of  governor ;  as  if  Tcxfu,  starved  to  deiiih. 
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ori»]ie<l,  paiaiyzed,  for  want  of  money  —  Tftxas,  ftl- 
luost  coniiKtilfid  to  let  go  the  sweet  and  proud  boon 
of  national  independence,  because  slie  has  not  the 
finHneial  ability  to  assert  her  title  to  it  —  as  if  she 
ciiii  ufiord  to  luluiit  £n;;lL»h  goods  free  of  duty,  or' 
Hudtir  duties  eo  fur  beUixv  onr  own  a»  to  narninC 
aiich  an  alismd  apiirehviision ;  a»  if  all  LotiiHlmia 
and  Arkan.taii  nitd  Mitisouri  were  going  to  form  a 
great  copartnership  of  sniugglinji  with  Yorkshire  and 
Liverpool ;  as  if.  on  this  hjputhews.  you  must  not 
have  Mexico  loo,  for  she  is  uudcr  English  influence, 
and  will  lend  ii  Imud  to  this  hopeful  si-heiuo  of  turn- 
iug  the  liuiik  of  tlic  taiilT;  luid  Ciiiniila,  —  which  is 
England  hereelf,  —  in  direct  eonlaetwith  more  States 
than  Texas  touclieM  ; —  nay,  us  if  you  must  not,  as  a 
good  AluUauia  Whig  said,  make  up  your  niiiids  to 
Iiav«  "no  outside  row  nt  all,  for  the  squirrrU  to  i 
cat;"  and  m>  »lrik«  dead  to  the  water  all  round,  ut 
once,  not  foj^etling  your  light  to  a  marine  It-ague, 
of  »tty  a  couple  of  thousand  miles  long,  (o  prevent ; 
hovering  on  ^our  coasts. 

No,  Fellow-citiKfus.  thei'e  is  no  case  made  for  an- 
nexation at  all,  I^et  him  who  is  making  his  mind  up 
on  tliat  subject.  aTid  who  desires  to  do  so.  not  in  the 
small  spirit  of  a  narrow  and  lucid  selfishness,  but  a» 
a  patiiot,  a  Unionist,  a  statesman,  a  Christian,  a  lover 
of  bis  kind ;  let  him  uuiull  tlic  map  of  our  territory 
as  now  we  hold  it,  liroad,  l)oumiie»»  as  an  ocean  ;  let 
htm,  on  that  miiji,  obw^ive  how  that  territory  spreail* 
itself  out  from  the  St.  John  to  the  Sabine,  eight  and 
twenty  hundred  miles  of  coast,  and  inland  to  ihe 
Kocky  MountiLins.  ay.  to  the  great  tranquil  sea, 
more  than  thirty-rive  hundred  miles — wider  than 
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the  Ta»t  Atlantic.  let  liiiu  mark  how  it  extcmU 
through  twenty  parallels  of  iHtiliidu  ftud  tliirly  of 
longitude,  thnnigb  nil  c-linmtos  iiiwl  all  nuiW  ;  U>t  liim 
observe,  as  Ik?  (iesccmls  fmm  Nortli  to  Si.nilli,  Iiow  it 
socccssivuly  (li)>plii)'s  n  «ftRiplo  and  «  rival  of  all  the 
great  productions  atid  all  the  grejtt  prndiictive  re- 
gion* of  the  globe,  —  pine  forei't+t,  like  those  of 
Norway;  wheat- fii-hlti  mitnieaituring  those  of  Poland; 
pastui-es  amplt-r  and  fairer  than  ihe  shepherds  of 
England  and  Spain  ever  saw ;  cotton,  rice,  for  the 
world,  though  Egypt  and  India  were  smitteu  with 
instant  and  pei'petual  sterility ;  let  him  reflect  tliat 
there  are  limits  of  a  nation's  territorial  extent,  which 
the  tuwo  of  nature  nnd  of  man  do  uot  permit  them 
to  transcend,  beyond  which  the  warm  tides  of  the 
national  heart  cannot  be  propelled,  or  cannot  flow 
back.  —  beyond  which  unity,  identity,  nationality, 
are  dissolved  and  dinstputvd ;  and  then  let  him  bear 
in  mind  that  our  territory  is  nlivady  thrL'c  timex 
larger  than  England,  Spain,  France,  and  Italy,  all 
put  together, —  iaiger  than  the  Roman  Empire  in  its 
senith ;  and  he  will  be  pi-epurud  to  *ay  wheihcr,  with 
or  without  the  cost  of  a  war;  with  or  without  the 
violation  of  treaties ;  with  or  without  the  approval  of 
the  moral  judgment*  of  the  world;  irrespective  of  all 
influence  upon  his  own  State,  or  region  of  States,  be 
thinks  it  well  to  add  to  this  x'nst  region  anotlier, 
forty  tinjfS  larger  than  MaMHachus<-tts,  —  larger  than 
Franri.*,  for  the  puqHise  of  perpetuating  slavery,  on 
a  Noil  certain  otherwise,  and  speedily,  to  l>e  free. 
How  far  wiser,  more  innocent,  more  glorious,  to 
improve  what  we  have;  to  fell  our  forests;  to  con- 
struct our  railroads;  to  reclaim  our  earth;  to  fit  it 
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alt  up  to  be  tlie  spacious  and  beautiful  ubodc  of  ono 
hannoniuus  fflinily  of  Man  ! 

Anil,  uuw,  Fvllow'citizun^  if  Uk-so  atv  tlic  evils  of 
timifxiilion  ;  itml  if  the  elcctiou  of  Mr.  I'olk  will,  ur 
jii'obably  may,  i-fTvut  uuiivxiitioit,  and  timt  of  Mr. 
Cl»v  will  defeat,  or  ]icwt|irtin;  it  indefiuitvly,  —  wlmt, 
I  aisk,  once  more,  are  Uie  diititr»  of  tlie  oiipoiit-ulti  of 
thU  measure,  of  all  parties  ?  What  are  yoiir  inonil 
duties?  If  llie  mbchicfs  of  Mr.  Polkfl  adniiniAtra- 
tioii  would  agree  to  take  any  shape  but  tliis  ;  if  they 
were  certain  not  to  go  beyond  four  years  of  disordeiied 
currency;  interrupted  iinprovpnieiits;  indiscreet  din- 
position  of  the  lands ;  unstable  and  insufficient  pro- 
tection of  labor  —  if  this  were  all,  —  I  would  not  B«k 
a  man  —  I  would  not  tbank  a  mim  to  chan<i;e  or  to 
withhold  a  vote.  I  know  there  are  Whigs  enough, 
Whigs  from  their  mothers'  arms  —  now  ami  always 
sueb.  who,  without  the  !<liiiiulu»  uf  uuconipruinising 
hostility  to  Texas,  —  without  that,  —  nu  a  ealtn, 
hnbiliml  vstinmt^  of  the  general  polities  involved, 
—  could  torn  Mr.  Polk  back  again  upon  the  conven* 
lion  that  discovered  him,  and  win  anew  the  victory 
of  1840.  Hut  I  acknowledge  an  earnest  desire  to  see 
"this  unwarrantable  scheme"  —  as  the  New  Yoric 
Democrats  have  pronounced  it  —  encountered  by  an 
opposition  upproauhing  to  umLnimily.  I  should  like 
to  see  it  shamed  out  of  sight,  for  ut  least  our  day. 
Why.  the  wisdom  and  pntriutisni  of  the  bclttr  South 
disowns  it !  See  how  the  old  glorious  North  Caro- 
lina bait  gone  into  action,  and  bow  she  has  come  out 
of  it!  Hark  to  the  thunder  that  annouiior»  tho  risou 
and  triumpliant  Kentucky!  Is  thiH  a  day  for  New 
England  to  be  inactive,  or  to  be  distracted  ?     Do  you 
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need  to  be  told,  what  I  lovo  not  to  dwell  or  touch 
upon,  that  if  tho  deiiigna  of  ftome  of  those  who  would 
annex  Texas  could  be  accomplished ;  if  they  could 
succeed  in  turning  Texas  to  the  account  which 
they  dream  of ;  if.  by  tliat  aid.  they  coidd  subvert 
yoitr  indutttrifd  policy;  could  rctransfcr  your  work- 
shnjiH  to  Eurojte;  could  prevent  the  industry  of 
America  from  doing  the  work  of  America ;  could 
HUHpetid  these  diveittitieil  eroploymeutc.  which  de- 
velop, discipline,  occupy,  and  reward  the  univenial 
fucultifs  of  tliix  community ;  wliicb  give  to  everj 
tnitte  and  talent  the  t'tisk  be^t  suited  to  it ;  which 
give  occupation  to  thw  stninjj  and  weak  ;  tlic  bright 
and  the  dull ;  to  both  sexes  and  to  all  ages,  nnd  At 
all  times,  —  in  winti-r  and  summer;  in  wet  weather 
id  in  drywoalhcr;  by  daylight  nnd  lamplight;  to 
II  and  each. —  "a  fair  day's  wages  for  a  fair  day's 
work ; "  —  if  they  could  strike  down  the  giant  arm  of 
Labor  helpless  to  his  side  —  if  thu  politics  which  you 
arv  this  day  in  tlie  field  to  resist  couki  triumph,  —  do 
you  ni)t  know  —  thj»i  uven  if  the  Union  were  pre- 
served. N\'W  En^Iiiiid  would  bo  cast  into  provincial, 
into  parochial  insignificance?  ay,  that  tlitit  New 
England,  the  New  England  that  we  love ;  the  New 
England  of  our  fathers  and  of  history  —  that  the 
place«  which  once  knew  M/«  New  England  would 
know  her  no  more?  Having  a  form  to  live,  she 
would  1)0  dead.  Having  a  form  of  constitutional 
life,  the  strong,  soaring,  and  beautiful  spirit  would 
have  departed.  If  the  Union  were  preserved ;  if  the 
great  cnnstcllntion  still  held  on  its  journey  in  the 
sky.  these  once  jubilant  stuiis  of  the  monuug  would 
be  liilvnt  and  dim. 
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lint  I  wnuUl  ratlivr  hIiow  yud  »  loftier  motive  than 
any  iiniiulcte  of  Inuil  interest,  or  Inc^  affection,  or 
local  pride.  I  tell  vou,  Fellow -citizens  of  all  partj«&, 
hei-o  and  everywhere,  that  if  you  love  the  Union 
4W  once  you  did,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  fervently  j  if 
neither  t!iu  small  gHscoueidL's  uf  ntillilicrs,  nor  the 
glooiuy  raving  of  fuiiiitic't  liavu  (.-hilled  tiiat  »weet, 
cherirthed,  and  lu-reditary  M.Mitiinci)t ;  if  yoii  yet  love 
to  tui-D  away  fixini  the  motiker  who  predicts,  the 
hypocrite  who  desii-ea,  the  bully  who  threatens.  tJie 
arithnietiL'ian  who  computes,  the  traitor  who  plot*), 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  if  you  love,  turning  from 
those,  U>  go  and  erect  and  refruah  your  spirits  by 
poiiduriug  the  farewell  cuiiiim-1s  of  Washington,  by 
drawing  from  that  capacidun  national  heart,  by  re- 
tracing that  illustrious  life,  —  if  you,  whofVer  you 
ai-e,  wherever  you  are,  whatever  you  ar«,  are  for  the 
Union  against  everybody,  fur  the  Union  with  any- 
body, for  the  Union  first,  last,  and  always,  —  then 
stand  by  us,  and  we  will  stand  by  you —  this  once ! 
This  once !  Auotlier  time,  on  other  subjects,  we  cou 
(juarrel,  but  nut  now — nut  now,  when  the  legions 
throng  up  to  liie  very  waits  of  the  city  of  David,  tmd 
tlie  engines  tiiunder  at  \t&  gate.  Another  time  we 
can  tdet'])  on  and  take  our  rest,  but  not  now : 

Awake,  arii>e,  or  be  fur  ever  fallen ! 
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DBUVKRRD    IN    THE     MAflilACHUSKTTS    STATE    CONVKNTION. 
JULY    1*.    1SSX 


It  is  not  my  ptirpoAe  to  enter  at  large  on  the  dii*ciiA- 
sion  of  this  imiTOrUiiit  Bubjet-t.  That  [Ibcii^sion  is 
ttxlixustfd ;  and  if  it  is  nut,  your  patictiL'e  is ;  and  if 
not  quite  so,  yon  have  arrived,  I  upproht-nd.  each  to 
bis  own  conoluMOn.  But  na  I  hud  the  honor  to  serve 
on  th«  committer  to  whom  the  di-purtmi-nt  of  the 
judiciary  was  referred,  I  desire  to  be  indulged  in  tbe 
statement  of  my  opinions,  abstaining  from  any  at- 
Etempt  oluborutely  to  enforce  them. 

1  feel  no  apprehension  that  tltb  body  is  about  to 
recommend  an  election  of  judges  by  the  people.  All 
appvarances ;  tbe  voles  tiiken  ;  tbe  views  diseloHed  in 
debat« ;  the  demonHtratioim  of  imporlnnt  men  here, 
indicate  the  eontrary.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
H)ich  a  proposition  has  not  been  tttrenunu^ly  |)i't;itse(l, 
and  in  good  faith;  yet,  for  reasons  which  I  will  not 
consume  my  prescribed  hour  in  detailing,  there  is  no 
danger  of  it.  WIicIIkt  members  are  ready  for  such 
ft  thing  or  not,  they  avow,  tlieni^elves,  that  they  do 
not  tbink  the  people  are  ready. 

\Vh:it  I  most  fear  is,  that  the  deliberntinn  may  end 
in  limiting  the  tenure  of  judicial  office  to  a  term  of 
years,  seven  or  ten ;  tlmt  in  the  result  we  sliall  hear 
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it  lu^ed,  "  Eft  we  are  good  enough  not  to  stnDtl  out 
for  an  election  by  the  people,  you  ouglit  to  be  ca- 
puble  of  au  equal  magnanimity,  and  not  »l«iid  out 
for  the  present  Icnn  of  good  bohtivior;"  and  thus 
we  shnLl  be  forced  into  u>  compromiK^e  in  favor  of 
periodicul  and  frequent  appuiittinenl,  —  which  shall 
please  everybody  a  little. 

I  have  the  honor  to  auhmit  to  the  convention 
that  neither  clmnge  is  newU-d.  Both  of  thein.  if 
experience  may  in  the  h'list  (U-t;rec  he  rdicd  on,  aro 
fraught  with  evils  unntimbered.  To  hiizard  either, 
vouhi  hp,  not  to  reidiy.f  llii.-  boast  that  we  found  (he 
capitol,  in  tbih  behalf.  Iirlck.  and  hfft  it  marble;  Imt 
eon trari wise,  to  change  its  marble  to  brick. 

Sir,  in  this  inquiry  what  mode  of  judicial  apjtoint- 
ment,  and  what  tenure  of  judicial  offiee,  you  will 
recommend  to  the  people,  1  think  ihat  there  in  but 
one  safe  or  sensible  mode  of  proceeding,  and  that  is 
to  ascertain  what  mode  of  appointment,  and  what 
length  and  condition  nf  renure,  will  be  most  cerliiin, 
in  the  long  run,  guiding  ourselves  by  the  lights  nf  all 
the  experience  and  all  the  observation  to  which  we 
can  resort,  to  bring  and  keep  the  best  judge  upon 
the  bench  —  the  bent  .j'ldgo  for  tlie  ends  of  his  great 
office.  There  is  no  olher  test.  That  an  election  by 
the  people,  once  a  year,  or  an  appointment  by  the 
governor  once  a  year,  or  once  in  five,  or  seven,  or  ten 
years,  will  openite  to  give  to  an  ambitiotni  young 
lawyer  (I  rcft-r  to  no  one  in  this  body)  «  helti-r 
chance  to  be  iimde  n  judge  —  a«  the  wheel  turns 
round  — is  im  refomiiu-ndation,  and  U  nothing  to  the 
purpose.  Timt  lliis  consideration  lias  chaiiE,'ed,  or 
framed,  the  oonstitutiona  of  4ome  of  the  .'^tates  whoso 
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eximpte  bas  been  pr^itsed  on  us,  I  h&ve  no  doubt. 
Let  it  have  no  weight  here.  We,  iiC  Ico&l,  hold 
tliut  ofIi(?es,  and  niont  of  nil  the  jiidioial  office,  ai^e 
nut  mudu  for  incumbentti  or  candidatos,  but  for  the 
people  I  to  establish  justice ;  to  guarantee  necurity 
among  them.  Let  lis  constitute  the  office  in  refer- 
ence tu  itH  ends. 

I  go  for  that  system,  if  I  can  find  it  or  help  find 
it,  which  gives  ma  the  highest  degree  of  tusurttnce. 
biking  man  as  hu  is,  at  hin  strongest  and  at  his 
venkest,  and  in  tlic  uveruge  of  th«  lot  of  humauity, 
that  there  shall  be  the  best  judge  ou  every  bench 
of  justipe  in  the  commonwealth,  through  ita  succes- 
sive generations.  That  we  may  safely  adopt  such 
a  system ;  that  is  to  say,  that  we  may  do  tto  and 
yet  not  abridge  or  impair  or  endanger  our  popular 
polity  in  the  least  particular ;  that  we  may  secure  the 
best  possible  judge,  and  yet  retuin.  ay,  help  to  pei^ 
petuat«  and  keep  in  health,  tlm  utmost  uffiueiice  of 
liberty  with  wliiuh  civil  life  can  be  maintained,  I  will 
Rttenipt  to  hIiow  hereafter.  For  the  presetit,  I  uttk. 
how  shall  we  get  and  keep  the  best  judge  for  the 
work  of  the  judge? 

Well,  Sir,  Wfore  I  can  go  to  that  inquiry,  I  must 
ptiusu  at  the  uiitst-t,  and,  inverting  a  little  what  has 
been  the  oi'der  nf  invewtigation  here,  ask  first,  who 
and  what  i^  such  a  judge  ;  who  in  that  best  judge? 
what  is  he?  how  shall  we  know  him?  On  this 
point  it  is  iniposwible  that  there  should  be  the 
slightest  differvnce  of  opinion  among  us.  On  sum* 
things  we  differ.  .Some  of  you  arv  dissaliMiied  with 
this  decision  or  with  that.  Some  of  you  take  ex- 
ooptiou  to  tliiii  judge  or  to  tliat.     Some  of  you. 
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more  loftily,  bold  tliiit  one  way  of  ap|>ointin|;  to 
Uic  office,  or  otic  why  of  limiting  tlio  lonure,  U  ft 
little  moru  or  k-ss  nioiiiircliicfil,  or  a  littlv  mora  or 
leSM  ileiiiocratic  than  another — and  «o  vrts  difltT;  but 
1  do  not  ))i;lieve  lliere  in  a  single  member  of  the  con- 
vention wbo  will  not  agree  witli  me  in  the  de^criptioQ 
I  am  about  to  give  of  the  good  judge  ;  who  will  not 
agree  with  me  that  the  system  whicli  is  surest  to  put 
and  to  keep  him  on  the  bench  ia  the  true  aj'stcm  fur 
MaAsachuBetts. 

Ill  the  first  place,  he  should  be  profoundly  learned 
in  all  the  learning  of  the  law.  and  he  must  know  how 
to  1180  that  learning.  Will  uity  one  xlaud  up  here  to 
deny  tliiit?  In  this  day,  boastful,  glorious  fur  its 
advancing  popular.  prufi;asioiial,  suicutific,  and  all 
education,  will  any  out  disgrace  hiniHelf  by  doubting 
tlic  necessity  of  dL'cp  and  continued  studies,  and 
various  and  thoi'ougb  attsinmetits,  to  the  bunch? 
He  is  Ui  know,  nut  merely  the  law  which  you  make, 
and  the  legislature  make»,  not  const  ituUonal  and 
statute  law  alone,  btit  that  other  ampler,  that  bound- 
less jurisprudence,  the  common  law,  which  Uie  suc- 
cessive generations  of  the  State  have  silently  built 
np;  that  old  code  of  freedom  which  we  brought  witli 
us  in  The  Mayflower  and  Arabella,  but  which  in  the 
progress  of  ecuturies  we  have  ameliorated  and  en* 
richcd,  and  adapted  wisely  to  the  necessities  of  a 
biwy,  prosperous,  anil  wealthy  community,  —  that  he 
rauftt  know.  And  where  to  find  it?  In  volumes 
which  you  must  count  by  hundreds,  by  thousands ; 
filling  libraries ;  exacting  long  labors,  —  the  liibors  of 
a  lifetime,  abstracted  from  bui»inei$i<,  from  politics; 
but  assisted  by  taking  part  in  an  active  judicial  ad- 
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miiiistrstinn  ;  such  labors  as  produced  the  wUdom 
And  won  the  fumu  of  Pursons  and  Mrtrstinll,  and 
Kent  and  8ton,%  und  FloU  »nd  MAn^fielU.  If  your 
sj-stum  of  upiioiiitmeut  nud  tenure  does  not  present 
ft  inotivv,  a  hel[)  for  ttuch  labors  and  such  learning ; 
if  it  dixcourages,  if  it  diiipai-Ages  them,  in  so  far  it  is 
a  failnre. 

In  tlie  next  place,  he  must  b«  a  man,  not  merely  up- 
right, not  merely  Ijonest  and  well-intentioni-d,  —  tliis 
of  course,  —  but  a  man  who  will  not  respect  persons 
in  judgment.  And  does  not  every  one  hero  agree  to 
this  also?  Bisniisiiiiig,  fur  n  moment,  all  tlicuriea 
about  tho  mode  of  appointing  him.  or  the  tiniu  fur 
which  tic  shuU  bold  office.  »urc  I  am,  we  all  ileuiund, 
that  as  fur  as  human  virtue,  nssisti-d  by  the  best  con* 
trivaiK-c»  of  htmmn  wisdom,  unii  attain  to  it,  he  shall 
not  rc»pi-ct  pei-M>ii)i  ill  jii<lt;meiit.  He  i<hall  know  no- 
thing about  tli(!  piirtiftK.  every  thing  about  the  case. 
He  shall  do  every  thing  for  justice  ;  nothing  for  him- 
self :  nothing  for  his  friend  ;  nothing  for  his  patron  ; 
nothing  for  his  sovereijjn.  If  on  one  side  is  the 
executive  power  and  the  legislature  and  the  people, 
—  the  source*  of  his  honors,  the  givers  of  his  daily 
breail,  and  on  the  other  an  individual  namclcHs  and 
odious.  hi»  eye  is  to  see  neither,  great  nor  small ; 
attending  only  to  the  "  trepidations  of  the  balance." 
If  a  law  is  passed  by  a  unanimous  legitilature,  clam- 
ored for  by  the  general  voice  of  the  public,  and  a 
cause  is  before  him  on  it.  in  which  the  whole  com- 
tnunity  is  on  one  side  and  an  individual  nameless  or 
odious  on  the  other,  and  he  believes  it  to  be  against 
the  Constitution,  he  must  ho  declare  it<  — or  there  is 
no  judge.     If  Athens  comva  tli«n]  to  demand  that 
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the  o«p  of  hemlock  be  put  to  the  lips  of  the  wisest 
of  men :  and  he  believes  that  he  has  not  corrupted 
(he  youth,  Ror  omitted  to  ivorikip  Chf  gad»  of  the  citif, 
nor  intrndui^d  new  divinUle*  of  hU  own,  he  must 
(Il-Hvlt  biu,  iilthuui^h  llic  thuiidcr  li{;ht  on  the  un- 
terrifit'd  brow,  ^ 

This,  Sir,  i-xprvsaes,  by  very  general  illiiiitratinn, 
what  I  mean  when  I  say  I  wonld  have  him  ito  re- 
specter of  persons  in  judgment.  How  we  are  to  find* 
and  to  ke«p  wiich  an  one  ;  by  what  motives  ;  by  what 
helps  ;  whether  by  popular  and  freqnent  election,  or 
by  executive  dewigniitif-n.  an*!  permanence  dependent 
on  g<K)(l  conduct  in  office  alone  —  we  arc  hereafter 
to  inquire;  but  that  wo  nuist  have  him,  —  that  hia 
price  is  above  rubies,  —  that  be  is  necessary,  if 
justice,  if  security,  if  right  arc  necessary  for  man. — 
all  of  you,  from  the  East  or  West,  are,  I  am  sure, 
unnnimons. 

And,  filially,  lie  must  pasitess  the  perfect  confidence 
of  the  cointniinity,  that  he  bear  not  the  hwokI  in  vain. 
Tn  be  honest,  to  be  no  respecter  of  pereons.  is  not 
yet  enough.  lie  mnsi  be  believed  such.  I  ahould 
be  glad  so  far  to  indulge  iin  old-fashioned  and  cher- 
iHhc<l  profcKdional  sentiment  as  to  say,  that  I  would 
have  suinctliinf;  of  venerable  and  illustrious  attach 
to  his  character  and  function,  in  the  jiidgiuent  and 
feelings  of  the  conHiionwealth.  Rut  if  this  should 
be  thought  a  little  above,  or  behind  the  time,  I  do 
not  fear  that  I  subject  myself  to  the  ridicule  of  any 
one,  when  I  claim  that  he  be  a  man  towards  whom 
the  love  and  trust  and  affeetionate  mlmirtttion  of  the 
people  should  flow;  not  a  njan  pi-rehing  for  a  winter 
and  summer  in  our  court-houses,  nud  then  gone  for- 


OS  THE  JIJDICIAI.  TBNURB. 


86S 


ever,  but  on«  to  whose  bviievolent  fnco,  and  bland 
and  digiiiflvd  >nnnii'-i-».  uiul  firm  n<)  mini  it  Ira  lion  of  the 
whole  learning  of  the  law,  we  heoonu*  aconstoiiied ; 
whom  our  sj'ph  anxiouKly,  not  iii  vaiii,  explore  when 
we  enter  Uie  temple  of  juNtice ;  towards  whom  our 
attnchuietit  and  trust  grow  evpn  with  tho  growth  of 
hU  own  emiufnt  rDputRtiuu.  1  would  have  him  one 
whu  mi^fht  look  batik  from  tbc  venerable  lust  years  uf 
Atnnsfudd,  or  Miii-^hall,  and  rcvuW  itnc-h  t«Htinionie»  an 
these  to  the  great  iind  goorl  Ju<ige :  — 

"  flie  young  men  aaw  me,  and  hid  themnelveit ;  and 
the  aged  aroste  and  stood  up, 

"  The  priticett  refrained  talking,  and  laid  their  hand 
upon  their  mouth. 

"  Whon  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  bleased  me,  and 
when  tb(!  eye  saw  me.  it  gave  wttne»«  to  me. 

"  Bccuum;  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the 
fathcrkss,  iiiid  biin  tbiit  had  none  to  help  him. 

"The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish 
came  upon  me,  and  I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to 
sing  for  joy. 

"I  put  on  righteouBiieBs  and  it  clothed  me.  My 
judgment  w«.s  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.  I  was  eye-i 
to  the  blind,  and  foot  was  I  to  the  lame. 

"  I  was  a  father  to  ihe  poor,  and  the  cause  which  I 
Icnew  not,  I  searched  out. 

"And  I  bnike  the  jaws  of  the  wicked, and  plucked 
the  spoil  out  of  his  teeth." 

Give  to  the  community  such  a  judge,  and  I  care 
little  who  makvit  the  rest  of  the  constitution,  or  what 
party  administers  it.  It  will  ha  a  free  govern  men  t.,  I 
know.  Let  us  repose,  secure,  under  the  shade  of  a 
learned,  inipiirtial,  and  trusted  magistracy,  and  wo 
need  no  moie. 
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And.  DOW,  what  sfHtutn  of  pruiiiottou  to  olTicc  iind 
wlinl  teiiui'c  of  offico  ix  suri-st  to  produce  »uo!i  a 
jurlgt'?  I&  it  i-xeciitive  nppuiiitmvnt  duriog  good 
behavior,  with  liubiiity,  however,  to  be  intpeached 
fdr  Bno«l  oaiisc,  and  to  be  i-eiiii>v«d  by  ftiidrosx  of  the 
IpgtNlatur*?  or  is  it  election  hy  the  people,  or  ap- 
pointineiit  by  tlje  executive  for  a  limited  term  of 
years? 

To  every  system  there  are  objections.  To  every 
system  there  are  sound,  or  there  are  specious  ob- 
jections ;  objections  of  tlioory ;  objections  of  fact. 
Any  man's  ubility  i&  equal  to  finding,  mid  ei;Kg- 
gemting  them.  What  is  dcniuiided  uf  us  is  to  com- 
pare tlie  good  and  evil  of  the  diflV-rt-nt  systems,  aud 
select  tlie  bvst.  Coinpurc  llicin  by  the  lest  which  I 
have  proposed.  Sec  which  will  mo«t  certainly  give 
you  the  judge  you  need,  and  mlopl  that.  It  may  be 
CAvillefl  at;  even  as  freedom,  as  religion,  a*  whole- 
some reMraint.  a*  liberty  of  speech,  a»  the  institution 
and  the  rights  of  property,  may  be  cavilled  at;  but 
in  its  fruits,  in  its  prmhict.  judged  by  a  long  suo- 
cession  of  seasons,  is  itii  justiiication  and  its  glory. 

Applying  then.  Sir,  this  t«st,  I  think  the  existing 
s\~steiu  is,  out  of  all  comparison,  the  best  one.  At 
the  liiimrd  wf  repealing  and  weakening  the  views 
pi-osentt-d  yesterday  in  the  impressive  and  admirable 
address  of  ray  friend  for  IklanchesttT,  [Mr.  Dana.] 
and  in  the  histructive  and  able  arguments  of  the  two 
gentlemen,  [Mr.  Grecideaf  and  Mr.  i'arker,]  whose 
established  pi-ofcssionnl  reputations  give  to  iLcm 
such  just  weight  with  you,  i  beg  to  submit,  briefly, 
why  I  think  so. 

In  thv  lirst  place,  then,  it  seema  to  me  mott  oletz 
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that  the  weight  of  soiiiid  general  opinion  and  of  the 
evidence  of  a  trustworthy  experience  vastly  prepon- 
derates in  favor  of  it.  Itow  the  system  of  popular 
electioDK,  or  of  short  tt'rins,  is  actiially  working  now 
in  any  ont-  of  ihi?  Statirs  which  hava  recently  intro- 
ducvd  it ;  how,  »till  nioru,  it  ix  likoly  to  work  there 
after  till-  influcnucH  of  the  earlier  ^ystvm,  lite  judges 
which  it  bred,  the  hahiM  which  it  formed,  the  baits 
which  it  trained,  have  passed  away,  there  i*  no 
proof  Wfore  thb*  (Convention  deserving  one  moment's 
notice.  We  do  not  know  what  is  the  predominant 
conviction  on  this  subject,  t^i-day.  of  those  Attest  to 
judge,  in  anyone  State.  We  do  know  that  they  can- 
not yet  posaibly  pronounce  on  the  matter,  however 
close  or  sagacious  thtdr  ohservation.  What  they 
have  not  yet  seen,  they  cannot  yet  tell.  Certainly 
the  result  of  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  gather  is  a 
general  and  strong  opiniun  against  the  newsyat«m; 
and  in  favor  of  n  return,  if  to  return  were  poasible, 
to  thai  which  we  are  yet  pi-oud  and  privileged  to 
«all  our  own.  lint  the  evidence  is  too  loose  for  the 
slightent  consideration.  My  friend  for  Manehv»t«r 
read  letters  yesterday  from  persons  of  high  character, 
as  he  assured  us,  in  New  York,  deploring  the  working 
of  her  new  system ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
witjiesses  are  rewpectabli!,  and  the  opinion.^  perfectly 
ifionnd.  But  other  gentlemen  guess  that  vciy  differ- 
ent lettera  might  be  obtained,  by  applying  to  the  right 
quarters;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Bedford, 
[>tr.  French,]  ia  quite  eoufidcnt  that  the  people  of 
tliat  great  State  —  the  two  or  three  nitllions  —  are  in 
favor  of  the  change,  beeAUse  one,  if  not  two,  or  even 
tlircc  individuals  have  personally  lold  him  so.    And, 
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therefore,  I  say,  we  have  not  hprc  now  so  much 
ovi<l<.-i)L-e  of  the  prnctical  M'orkirig  of  their  re<.-«ut 
systrias  aii}'wh«ro.  even  as  fnr  mo  it  ha*  guiiu,  that 
nny  hoiif^t  Inwyt-r  ivould  lulvise  ht8  client  to  mk  a 
hiindrird  (iullArs  on  it. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  are  there  not  most  wciphtj- 
opinioiu ;  iit  there  not  the  testimony  of  the  widest, 
and  longest,  ami  most  suti^ifactory  exjierience,  thnt 
executive  appointment  for  good  behavior  yields  the 
beat  judge? 

What  ia  Oritiah  opinion  and  British  experience  to 
the  point?  On  the  qu«Ktion  wimt  tenure  of  office 
proniiiws  the  bust  judgo,  tiiat  opinion  and  that  experi- 
ence may  wull  be  Hdyt-rtiil  to,  Wliother  «  jmrticuUr 
tumle.  or  a  pitrticubir  teniiri;,  U  euii»unant  to  the  re- 
publicun  pidity  of  govvnimeut,  we  must  settle  for 
ounelvos.  That  U  nnutber  question.  Monarehicnl 
andari.'itocriilieid  principlca  we  will  not  go  fur  to  Eng- 
land or  eliewhere,  nor  buy  even  learning,  impartiality, 
and  titles  lo  truat,  at  the  coat  of  an  anti-republican 
syatem.  Itut  to  know  how  it  pmoticaliy  opemtea  to 
have  the  judge  dependent  on  the  power  that  a[>- 
points  him  ;  dependent  for  his  continuance  in  office  ; 
dependent  for  his  reatoration  to  it;  dependent  on 
any  thing  or  on  anybody  but  tii»  own  official  good 
behavior,  and  that  general  responsibility  to  the  legi»- 
laliirL-  and  public  opinion,  "that  spirit  of  obwrvalion 
and  Censure  which  niodtfies  and  controls  the  whoi« 
government," — w«  may  very  well  c<>n!*ult  IJrilish  or 
any  other  experience.  The  establishment  of  the  ten* 
ure  of  good  behavior  w.oa  a  triumph  of  liberty.  It 
was  a  triumph  of  popular  liherty  againat  the  erown. 
Before  the  revolution  of  lB8ij,  or  certainly  during  the 
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worst  years  of  the  Stuurt  ilyiiasly,  the  judge  held  office 
t  the  pleasure  uf  thi^  kh))^  who  iippuiriteil  him.  Whnt 
WH)i  thv  coiLM.'qiK'iievi'  He  vfun  the  tool  of  the  h.iud 
tluit  rnadv  ami  unmade  hint.  Scroi^g»  ftiitl  JefTreyti 
were  but  representatives  nnd  rxemplitications  of  :i  sys- 
tem. A  wl]o1e  bench  ftoiuetiRiei>  wa-i  packed  for  the 
enfoi-cemeitt  of  soine  new  and  more  flngrnnt  royul 
usuqiation.  Outraged  and  iu  njournuig  by  judicml 
Kub«erviency  and  judicial  murder,  Kuglnud  distivnied 
Ht  the  revolution  that  her  liberty  vrus  incuuipletely 
rt'covered  and  imperfectly  (guarded,  unless  she  had 
judges  by  whom  the  boast  that  an  Ei)glisbnian's 
hou.se  in  his  nimtle  wboidd  be  elevated  from  a  phrase 
to  A  fact;  from  an  nbMtnict  right  to  a  secure  enjoy- 
ment,!^ that,  although  that  house  were  "ft  cottage 
mth  a  thatched  roof  which  all  the  windit  might  enter, 
the  king  could  not."  To  tliat  end  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment made  tile  tenure  of  good  behavior  a  part  of  the 
British  Constitution  :  and  a  later  amendment  kept  the 
judicial  comiuissiun  alive.  <vs  my  friend  fn>tu  Manches- 
ter ye»tcr<lay  reminded  us,  notwithstanding  the  do- 
mise  of  the  sovereign,  und  perfected  the  .■<y.-<tem.  Sir, 
the  origin  of  tlie  tenure  of  good  behavior  —  marking 
thua  an  epoch  in  the  progress  of  liberty  ;  a  victory,  so 
to  say,  of  individuality,  of  private  right,  of  the  houHe- 
hoid  hearth  of  the  cottager,  of  the  "  swiuk'd  hedger," 
over  the  crown,  —  and  still  more,  its  practical  work- 
ings in  the  juiUcial  ehitraeter  and  function,  may  well 
entitle  it  U>  thoughtful  treatment.  Compare  tlie 
nerie."  nf  Kriti.sh  judges  since  161^8  wilh  thai  before, 
and  draw  your  own  conclmions.  Not  thai  all  this 
improvement,  in  iiiipiu-tiitlity,  in  character,  in  titles  to 
coniidence  and  affectiou  is  due  to  the  change  of  tea- 
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tire;  liiit tlii^  HonmU-sl  liistumns  of  thnt  Constittition 
recogiiixi.'  tliai  Lliiit  U  mho  «U-iiieut  of  IrAiisuviidcDC 
iraimrtaiice-  With  it«  iiilroduc-Uon  xho  b«gnii  (o  have 
a  government  of  laws  and  not  of  men. 

I  come  to  other  t<'jttim«ny,  other  opinioiu  —  the 
lights  nf  a,  different  exjiprience.  There  is  a  certiiin 
b'ansaction  and  document  called  the  Federal  Conttli- 
tuUoi).  Consult  that.  In  1787,  that  Convention. — 
assisted  by  the  thoughts  and  diiwtissioiis  of  the  five 
years  of  peace  preceding  it.  upon  the  subject  of  na- 
tional government.  —  to  be  conBtructeJ  on  th«  repub- 
lican form  of  polity  —  into  wliiL-h  were  gathered  all. 
or  almost  all,  uf  our  great  men,  iu  our  age  nf  grvab- 
iiesw;  men  of  ducp  stmliiM,  ri[K;  wisdom,  illustrious 
reputation,  a  high  spint  of  liberty  ;  tliat  Couvenliun, 
upon  a  careful  iturvey  of  the  itistttutiuiiH  of  the  Stated 
of  Amcricit,  and  of  those  of  other  eoiititriet).  and 
limes  past  and  present;  upon,  I  think  wu  cannot 
doubt,  a  profound  appreciation  of  tlic  true  functioii8 
of  a  judicial  di-partnienl;  of  the  qualities  of  a  good 
judge ;  of  the  best  system  of  appointment  ami  Wnure 
to  obtain  them  —  of  the  true  nature  of  republican 
government  —  and  how  far,  conwinteutly  with  all  it* 
ctutmctvristic  principles  and  aims,  the  people  may 
well  determine  to  appoint  t«  office  indli-ectly,  rather 
than  ilircctly.  aiul  for  good  behavior,  rather  than  for 
a  limited  term,  when  the  great  ends  of  the  aUbility 
of  justice,  and  the  security  of  privato  right  pre- 
scribe it  —  incorporated  into  the  gi'eat  organic  law  of 
the  Union  the  principle  that  judges  shall  be  apixiiuted 
by  the  executive  power,  to  hold  their  ofEcc  daring 
good  behavior. 

The  gentleman    from   Lowell    [Mr.    Butler]    last 
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evening  olworvcd,  rofi'rring,  I  believe,  to  tlie  time 
whet)  our  Cunxtitiitiun  wiu  adopted,  that  it  was  long 
lieforu  the  ajjfc  uF  llitt  HtL-anilioal  and  niilruud  and  mug- 
iietiti  Iflt'graiili.  It  in  truv  ;  but  do  we  know  buttur 
thftti  lliey  hnew  Ibe  nntiiru  of  maa;  the  iinture  of 
itiB  jndicial  man  ;  wlmt  bo  onpbt  to  hv  lo  dii^ebarge 
hh  specific  finiotioiiit  arigbt;  how  motives,  motivett  of 
ambition,  of  fear,  of  true  fame,  of  Iiigh  principle, 
affpcthiin;  whether  dependence  on  another  power  is 
favorable  to  independence  of  the  wisliea  and  the  ^viU 
of  that  other  power?  "Do  we  know  more  of  republi- 
can government  and  true  liberty,  and  the  rcconcilia- 
tionit  of  personal  security  under  due  course  uf  law 
with  the  loftie&t  spirit  of  freedom,  than  th«y?  Has 
the  advancement  of  this  kind  of  knowledge  quite  kept 
pace  with  that  of  the  sL-ience  of  the  material  world  ? 

I  wish.  Sir,  the  time  of  the  Convention  woubl  allow 
me  to  read  entire  that  paper  of  *'  The  Federalirit,"  the 
eevenly-eitjlith  I  liebeve,  in  which  the  principle  of  the 
indej>endeiice  of  the  jndii-iary  i«  vindicated,  and  esecu- 
tJTe  apjKiintmt-nt,  during  good  behavior,  as  the  meana 
of  attaining  nuch  independence,  is  vindicated  also. 
Hut  read  it  for  yoiirtielve».  Hear  Hamilton  and 
Madison  and  Jay ;  for  we  know  from  all  aourceo  that 
on  this  subject  that  paper  expressed  the  opinions  of 
alb  —  on  the  independence  of  the  judiciary,  and  the 
meana  of  securing  it. — a  vast  subject  ai.lciiuat«ly 
illu6trHt«d  by  the  highest  human  inu-lliijence  and 
lenrning  and  purity  of  principle  and  of  public  life. 

Sir.  it  is  quite  a  striking  reminiscence,  that  this  very 
paper  of  '•  The  Federalist,"  which  thus  maintains  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary,  is  among  the  earliest^ 
perhaps  the  earliest,  enunciation  and  vindication,  in 
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this  country,  of  that  great  b'utb,  that  in  the  vVnivrican 
politif.-tt,  tht'  writtt-n  Constitution  —  wlii'ih  is  ttMi 
record  of  the  popular  will  —  in,  above  the  law  which 
ia  the  will  of  the  legislature  merely ;  that  if  tlie  two 
are  in  conflict,  the  law  must  yield  and  the  Constitu- 
tion must  rule  ;  and  that  to  dt^tcnnine  wheth«r  such 
a  conflict  oxi^ta,  and  if  ao,  to  pronounce  the  law  in- 
valid, is,  from  the  nature  of  the  judicial  office,  the 
plain  duty  of  the  jud};c.  In  that  paper  this  funda- 
mental pnipuitition  of  our  svstent  v/a»  flrat  prvscnt«<l. 
or  first  olahorately  pi-eseiited,  to  the  American  mind; 
itt<  Holidity  and  its  value  were  eatahlished  by  unsni«wer- 
able  reasoning ;  and  the  conclusion  tluit  a  bench, 
which  was  charged  with  a  trust  so  vast  and  so  deli- 
cate, should  he  as  independent  as  the  lot  of  humanity 
would  admit  —  of  the  legislature,  of  the  executive,  of 
the  temporary  po]>ular  majority,  whose  will  it  miglit 
be  reqinred  thus  lo  subject  to  the  higher  will  of  the 
Cou»titution,  WHS  rlcdueed  hy  a  moral  <lcmont*tration. 
Beware,  Sir,  lest  truthtt  so  indi^nlnhly  connected- 
presented  together,  at  first ;  —  adopted  together  — 
fihould  die  together.  Consider  whether,  when  the 
judge  ceases  to  he  independent,  the  Constitution 
will  not  cease  to  be  supreme.  If  the  ConstilutiOQ 
does  not  mninttiiu  the  judge  against  the  legislature, 
and  the  executive,  will  the  judge  maintain  the  Coa> 
stitution  against  the  legislature  and  the  executive? 

What  the  working  of  tins  principle  in  the  national 
government  haa  been,  practically,  there  la  no  need  to 
remind  you,  Rcejill  the  series  of  names,  the  dead 
and  living,  who  have  illustrated  that  Bench  ;  advert 
to  the  prolonged  tennis  of  service  of  which  tlio  coun- 
try hat)  had  the  oujoyment;  trace  Uie  growth  of  th« 
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Datiooal  jurirtprudeDce ;  oonipure  it  with  any  other 
prudiicUon  of  American  mind  or  liberty;  then  trace 
the  i)riit;re«8  and  tciidi'ncicM  of  political  o]}inioiis,  and 
mty  if  it  hn*  not  given  u»  stiihilily  and  Hucurity,  uid 
yet  left  our  lihorties  unabridged. 

J  find  a  third  ai^umniii  fm-  the  principle  of  execu- 
tive appointment  during  good  behavior  in  thiin:  that 
it  ifl  the  existing  B^vst^tn  of  Massachusetts,  and  it  has 
operuted  tvitti  admiriibk'  euccptii!.  It  is  not  that  it 
exLsU ;  it  is  that  it  works  well.  Does  it  not?  Sir, 
in  it  for  me,  or  any  man,  any  member  of  the  profe»- 
nion  of  the  law  most  of  all,  to  rifie  here,  and  now, 
and  because  our  feelings  may  have  sometimes  been 
ruffled  or  wounded  by  a  passage  with  the  Bench ;  he- 
cause  we  have  been  dissatisfied  by  a  ruling  or  a  ver- 
dict ;  because  our  own  over-wrought  bruin  niay  have 
caused  us,  iii  some  moment,  to  become  foi-gctful  of 
ourselves;  or  bccaitsc  a  judge  may  have  mistinder- 
8tuud  us,  and  dune  us  an  unintentional  injury  —  is  it 
for  ua  to  disclaim  the  praise,  bo  grateful,  so  just, 
which  tlie  two  eminent  gentlemen,  one  of  them 
formerly  of  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Parker],  one  of 
them  formerly  of  Maine  [Mr.  Greeiileaf],  speaking 
without  the  partiality  of  native  sons,  and  from  obser- 
vations made  by  them  from  a  point  of  view  outside 
of  us,  and  distant  from  us  —  have  bestuwfd  on  our 
Bench  and  our  law?  Theirs  arc  Hps  from  wliicli 
even  flattery  were  sweet;  but  when  tht-y  concur  in 
reminding  yon  with  what  respect  the  decisions  of 
ibi^  court  are  consulted  by  other  coiirii  of  learn- 
ing and  character ;  how  far  their  reputation  has  ex- 
tended ;  how  familiar  is  the  profession  of  law  with 
ttie  great  names  of  our  judicial  history;  how  tmpor- 
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taut  a  contribution  to  American  jiirispnulenoe,  aixl 
even  to  the  general  pi-otlucts  of  Aini-rican  thou)^lit, 
our  local  code  composes  —  do  we  not  believe  Umt 
they  utter  their  pei^ional  convictions,  and  that  the 
high  compliment  in  lu  (les^erved  m  it  is  pleaiiing? 

If  it  lias  nurkoil  well,  it  is  i^oud.  Do  men  gather 
grapes  of  tlionis.  or  figs  of  ihistlvs?  If  it  lias  cMi- 
tiiiiicd  tti  us  n  long  stici-essiun  of  men,  dcuply  Ivanied, 
wholly  inipartiul,  >it.tsi.-rving,  and  clolli<^d  wiUt  Uie 
trust,  love.  aikI  affectioiiale  admiration  of  all  parties 
of  till-  commnnity,  does  it  not  afford  a  reiutonaLle 
ground  of  inference  tiiat  there  is  something  in  such 
&  mode  of  Rppoiutuient,  and  in  such  a  tenure,  inirliui' 
caltif,  phitotophicaUif  adapted  to  insure  such  a  result? 

Some  criticism  has  been  made  on  the  practical  ad- 
ministration of  onr  law,  which  deservett  a  passing  no*. 
tice.  It  rei|iiires  the  less  because  it  has  already  been 
replied  to. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Bedfoitl  [Mr.  Fit-nch] 
told  a  story  of  some  one,  as  I  understood  him.  who 
was  abonl  to  lose,  or  had  losU  or  dared  not  sue, 
a  note  of  a  liundred  dollarv,  because  it  would  cost 
him  onv  liundivd  and  Hfty  dollars  to  collect  it.  A 
very  sfiisiblt-  exjilanation  was  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Cambridge  {Mr.  Parker]  just  now;  and 
I  will  venture  to  advise  the  gentleman  from  New 
Bedford  in  addition,  the  very  fii-st  time  he  sees  his 
friend,  to  recommend  to  liim  to  change  his  lawyur  ae 
quick  as  he  possibly  can.  As  a  reason  for  a  cliang« 
of  the  ConHtitntion,  and  the  tenure  of  the  jndivial 
otTu-'V,  it  seems  to  me  not  particularly  cogent. 

The  same  gentleman  remeuibera  that  your  Su- 
preme Court  deeided  that  the  fugitive-slave  law  is 
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constitutional ;  and  what  makes  it  the  more  provok- 
ing is.  ho  knows  the  tlucUiun  was  wrong.  Well,  Sir, 
so  said  thv  gvnilvmun  from  Miiiiehcst«r  [Mr.  Dnna]. 
lUn  schtiiiivnt-t  iHiiiccrning  that  \n\v  and  lU  lundrt-d 
topics  do  not  differ,  I  Miip[)08C,  greatly  from  those  of 
the  memhi-r  fi-om  NfiW  Hedfoitl ;  hut  what  did  Uu 
add?  "I  thank  fioil."  he  said,  "that  1  Imvi-  the 
oonHolation  of  knowing  the  decision  was  made  by 
men  as  impartiu)  as  the  lot  of  huuianitv  would  admit; 
and  that  if  judges  were  elected  by  the  people  of  Stas- 
sacliusctts  it  would  hold  out  no  hope  of  a  diiferent 
di't'ision."  lie  sees  in  this,  therefore,  no  t-nuse  for 
altering  our  jiidieiul  system  on  any  view  of  the  de- 
eision;  and  I  believe  —  though  I  havL^  never  lieurd 
him  nay  or  suggest  suoh  u  thing  —  that  my  friend's 
ioaniing  and  self-dislrust  —  that  "that  learned  and 
motlt-st  ignoranco"  which  Gibbon  recognizes  b»  the 
last  and  ripe.tt  result  of  the  pmfonnd  kimwleitgo  of  a 
Urge  mind —  will  lead  him  to  agret;  with  ine,  tiiat  it 
IS  barely  potiible.  considering  how  strongly  lliat  law 
cxeites  the  feelings,  and  thus  tends  to  disturb  the 
judgment,  considering  the  vast  weight  of  judicial 
opiidon,  and  of  the  opinions  of  public  persons  in  its 
favor;  recalling  th(^  firnt  law  on  that  subject,  and  the 
decision  in  I'rigg  and  Penufylvaina  —  and  who  gave 
the  opinion  of  tlmt  Court  in  that  r-ase  —  that  it  ts 
_;'«»(  hartly  poasible  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Bedford  does  not  certainly  know  tliat  tJie  deinsion 
was  wrong.  That  he  thinks  it  so,  and  would  lay  his 
life  down  upon  it,  the  energy  and  the  sentiments  of 
bis  speeeli  suflieiently  indicate.  Jly  difficulty,  like 
iny  friend's  from  MiinchcMter,  is  to  gather  out  of  all 
llii^  indignation  the  least  particle  of  eautte  for  it 
change  of  the  judicial  tenure. 
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The  geDtlcmmi  from  Luwoll  [Mr.  Biitlvr]  niiimad- 
verted  swnu'wtiiit,  last  I'vcniiig,  on  the  tWiavs  attend* 
ing  ttif  piiblicitliuii  of  tile  ret)©!-!;*  of  liecisiions.  1  h«d 
mndti  ttonie  itiijuiry  concerning  the  fiictH,  but  have  be«D 
ooiiijileti'ly  anticipated  in  all  I  would  have  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Cambridge  [Mr.  Parker].  To  me  his 
explanation  Beems  perfectly  BiitUfactory ;  and  in  no 
view  of  such  ii  question  would  tlic  good  sense  of  iim 
gentleman  from  I<owell,  I  tliink,  dcoin  it  a  reuson  for 
so  vast  an  innov4lton  m  ibis,  on  the  existing  and 
ancient  ey^iteni. 

To  another  portion  of  that  learned  gentleman's 
iipeech.  I  have  a  word  to  say,  m  nil  franknera  and 
tJl  candor.  PUciug  his  hand  on  his  heart,  he  np- 
ppaled,  with  grout  emphasis  of  manner,  t«  the  honor 
of  the  bar,  as  represented  in  this  Convnition.  whether 
we  had  not  hcaRl  coniplaintif  of  piirticuhir  actii  of 
some  of  our  judges?  Sir,  tiiat  iippviil  is  entitled  to  s 
frank  and  luiiiuralile  r&<pon»e.  I  hiive  known  and 
loved  many ;  many  men  ;  many  women  —  of  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead  —  of  the  pnrest  and  noblest  of 
earth  or  skies  —  but  I  never  knew  one  —  I  never 
heard  of  one  —  if  conspicuous  enough  to  attract  a 
considerable  observation,  whom  the  breath  of  cal- 
umny, or  of  sarciisin,  always  wholly  spared.  Did  the 
learned  gentJeman  ever  know  one?  "Be  thou  as 
cliaiite  as  ice,  as  pure  as  snow,  thou  shalt  not  escape 
calumny." 

And  does  he  expect  that  in  a  profession  like  ours; 
overtasked ;  disappointed  in  the  results  of  cauttes ; 
eager  for  victory}  mortified  by  unexpected  defeat; 
misunderetunding  or  failing  to  appreciate  the  evi- 
dent! ;  the  court  sometimes  itself  jaded  and  mistaken 
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•— thnt  we  ahall  not  often  hear,  and  often  s&y,  liiuity 
and  liarHli  thiiigii  of  a  judge'/  I  h»ve  lieani  midi 
of  every  judge  I  ever  &aw  —  however  revered  in  Iiib 
geocral  character.  Did  Munsfitild  escape?  Did  Mur- 
bIihU?  Did  Parcous?  Did  Story?  What  does  it 
coiiii:  U)  iiM  un  ar^iiniL-Dt  ugaiiiiit  ibi:  purliculur  judge  : 
8lill  uiuru  an  an  argiiment  ^i^ainst  u  judicial  syetcui? 
An  we  to  go  on  altt-ring  the  mode  of  ajipointment, 
and  tlie  tenure,  till  you  get  a  corps  of  judges,  againiit 
no  one  of  wliich,  no  one  ever  hears  anybody  say  any 
thing? 

Uut.  Sir.  I  am  to  answer  the  learned  gentleman's 
nppeal  a  little  farther;  and  I  wiy  upon  my  honor, 
that  I  believe  it  the  general  opinion  of  the  bar  to-day, 
its  general  opinion  ever  »inco  I  entered  the  profe«- 
»un,  that  our  tiystcm  of  appoint nii^nt  and  tenure  has 
operated  perfectly  well ;  that  the  benches  and  courts 
lutve  been,  and  arc,  learned,  impnrtiiil,  entitled  to 
Iruift;  and  that  there  i»  nut  <iiii>  iiiciiiber  uf  either 
who,  tiiking  his  judicial  character  and  life  as  a  whulv, 
\»  not  eminently,  or  adei^uately,  qtialilied  for  his 
place. 

Turn,  now.  from  tJie  exUling  Bysteni  to  the  sub* 
&tituto  which  i»  offered  {  and  me,  if  you  can,  how 
tliat  will  work. 

It  is  not  enough  to  take  little  objections  to  that 
lyvtcm,  in  its  gciicnd  working  »o  satisfactory.  He 
who  would  cinuigo  it  i»  bound  to  show  tliat  what  he 
proposes  in  place  of  it  will  do  bettor.  To  this.  I  8ay, 
it  \»  nil  ft  sheer  conjectural  ^[MMiulation,  yet  we  see 
»nd  know  enough  to  warrant  the  most  gloomy  ap- 
pro hensinntt. 

Consider  first,  for  a  moment,  the  motion  immedi- 
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ately  perilling;  whicli  proposes  tho  cleutioii  of  jii<I{;e8 
I>y  lliB  jwopli'.  I  Huiil  ill  tlio  oiif.sct-,  I  Iihvo  iio  four 
of  your  Miti^laiiiiiig  il;  liiit  for  tht;  flevcl'ipnii-nt.  of  » 
full  view  of  ttio  general  subject,  it  vill  jiiHtify  »flme 
nttenlioii. 

(ii'iitleraen  begin  by  aHkiiig  if  we  are  afmid  to 
trust  the  people.  Well,  Sir.  tbat  is  a  very  cunuiiiff 
question  ;  v«ry  cunning  inclti'd.  Answer  it  as  you 
will,  tbcy  tbiuk  tboy  havo  you.     If  you  answer,  Ye«, 

—  that  you  arc  afmid  to  tnwt  ti\c  people,  —  tlieu 
tliey  cry  out.  He  blaKpheinetb,     If  you  answer.  No, 

—  tiiat  you  are  not  afraid  to  trust  them,  —  then  they 
reply.  Why  not  permit  them  to  clioooe  their  judges? 

Sir.  this  (lileminii  creiit»«s  no  difficulty.  I  might 
evade  it  by  saying  that  however  ready  and  however 
habituated  to  tniat  the  people,  it  doen  not  follow  that 
we  should  desert  a  system  which  Iiaa  succeeded  emi- 
nently, to  see  if  another  will  not  succeed  as  well.  If 
the  itidirL-ct  iippoiiitmoiit  by  the  people,  nppoiotnient 
through  the  governor  whom  they  ehooso,  bits  supplied 
a  succe!<siou  of  excellent  judges,  why  should  1  (rouble 
them  with  the  direct  appoiiilinuiit  —  however  well 
they  might  conduct  it — which  ihcv  have  not  soli- 
cited; which  they  have  not  expected;  about  wbicli 
yon  darctl  not  open  your  mouths  during  the  dis- 
cussion concerning  the  call  of  a  Convention ;  in 
regard  to  which  you  gave  them — it  is  more  correct 
to  say  —  cvciy  rettsoii  to  believe  you  slionld  make  no 
change  whatever  ?  Get  a  Convention  by  a  pledge  to 
the  people  not  to  nmke  judges  elective  —  and  then 
U-W  \M  we  Hball  maki;  them  elective,  on  pain  of  being 
denounced  afraid  to  trui«t  the  people!  Will  such 
flattery  be  accepted  in  alonemeiit  for  such  deception? 


OS  THE  Jl'lWClAL  TESfRF- 


877 


^ 


k 


But  T  prefer  jseeting  this  ililetuma  in  another  wny. 
It  is  u  question  certainly  of  some  nicety  to  det«nnine 
vhnt  offices  the  public  good  prescril>ea  fthould  be 
filled  by  n  direct  ek-ctioii  of  the  people ;  and  what 
should  be  filled  by  the  »ppuiiitiiieiit  of  othen;,  as  the 
governor  and  counsel,  elKWi-n  by  the  people.  On  the 
best  reflection  1  have  been  able  to  g-ive  it,  this  seems 
to  me  a  safe  general  proposition.  If  the  nature  of 
the  offiee  he  such,  tho  qualifinitions  which  it  de- 
mands, and  the  stage  on  which  tliey  art?  to  Iw 
displayed  be  such,  that  the  people  can  judge  of  thtKie 
qualifientions  as  well  as  their  agents ;  aud  if.  still 
farther,  the  nature  of  the  offiee  be  such  that  the 
tremendous  ordeiU  of  a  severely  contested  popular 
election  will  not  in  any  degree  do  it  injmy,  —  will 
not  deter  learned  men,  if  the  offlce  needs  learning, 
from  iispiring  to  it;  will  not  lend  to  make  (he  suc- 
cewsful  candidate  a  rcsjieeter  of  persons,  if  the  oftice 
requires  that  he  should  not  be;  will  not  tend  to 
veaken  the  confidence  and  trust,  and  affectionate 
admiration  of  the  community  towards  him,  if  the 
office  requires  that  such  be  the  sentiments  with 
which  be  should  be  regarded,  —  then  the  people 
should  chouse  by  direct  election.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  the  kind  of  (piullfications  demanded,  and 
tlic  place  where  llieJr  rllsplay  is  to  be  niadc,  an  agent 
of  the  people,  chosen  by  them  for  that  purpose,  cim 
judge  of  the  qualificatirms  better  than  they  can  ;  or  if 
from  its  natura  it  deniunds  learning,  and  the  terrors 
of  a  party  canvass  drive  learning  from  the  field  ;  or 
if  it  demands  impartiality  and  general  confidence, 
and  the  successful  candidate  of  a  party  is  less  likely 
to  possess  cither,  —  then  the  indirect  appointment  by 
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th«  people,  that  ia,  nppointnient  \jy  their  agent,  is 
wisest. 

I^t  me  illustrate  thin  test  by  reference  to  some 
proceeding  of  ttiv  Convention.  You  have  idreHtly 
made  eerUiin  ofTiecs  flcelivt-,  wWtvh  heretofcire  wt're 
filled  by  executive  uppuiiitnient^ — !<iii:ii  as  those  of 
shenfTs;  the  altiiniey-geiieml ;  disttJict-attorneya,  and 
othe^. 

Now,  witiiin  the  teat  just  indicated,  I  do  not  know 
why  thetie  officeH  may  not  be  ftUed  by  elecUon,  if 
anybody  hiui  a  fancy  for  it.  Take  the  caec  of  the 
sheriff,  for  instance.  He  requires  energy,  eourtesy, 
promptness, — qualities  pertaining  to  character  rather, 
and  manner,  displayed,  so  to  spvuk,  in  thv  open  air; 
pulpablc,  eupublu  of  ca^y  and  public  appreciation. 
Besides,  hitt  ig  an  office  which  the  freedom  and 
violence  of  ]>opiilar  elections  do  not  greatly  harm. 
'Iliere  are  certain  specific  duties  to  do  for  a  coinpen- 
luitioo,  and  if  these  are  well  done,  it  does  not  much 
signify  what  a  minority  or  what  anybody  thinks  of 
Jiim. 

Totally  unlike  Ihitt  in  all  things  i»  tlie  case  of  the 
judge.  In  the  Si'st  place,  the  qualities  which  fit  Mm 
for  the  office  are  quite  pMuliar;  less  palpable,  less 
salient,  so  to  sjicak.  less  easily  and  accurat«ly  appro- 
ctated  by  ciu^ory  and  general  uotiou.  They  are  an 
uncommon,  recondite,  and  ilitTii^iiU  learning,  and  they 
are  a  cerUiia  powor  and  turn  of  mind  and  cast  of 
character,  which,  until  they  come  actually,  and  for  a 
conMiderahle  length  of  time,  and  in  many  varietiea  of 
circuro.'itances,  to  be  dis]ilayed  upon  the  bench  itself, 
may  be  almost  unremarked  but  by  near  and  profea- 
eional  observers.     What  the  public  chiefly  see  is  th« 


OK  THE  JUDICIAL  TEKUKB. 


879 


effeclive  advocate ;  him  their  first  thought  would  he 
perhaps  fo  make  their  ciindidate  for  judge :  yet  ex- 
pericucu  Iiiu  proved  that  the  hest  ndvocate  U  not 
Hewsfiiirily  the  hcst  jtuljje,  —  that  the  two  functions 
«XHet  divi-nu;  qualifieiitJons,  »nd  that  hriUiaiit  «iiecv^ 
in  one  tiohU  uiil  no  vertAiii  pronii»«  uf  »ucceit»  in  the 
other.  A  popular  cleetioti  would  have"  heen  very 
likely  to  raiHe  Krskitie  or  Curraii  to  the  Bench,  if  they 
had  8elf*cted  the  ttituation  ;  hut  it  »eeintt  quite  eei-tniu 
that  one  failed  a»  Loid  Chancellor,  and  the  other  a^ 
Maater  of  the  UoUs,  and  pretty  rt^niarkahly,  too,  eon- 
Bidering  their  extraordinary  abilities  in  the  conduct  of 
cauBes  of  fact  at  the  bar.  I  have  supposed  that  Lord 
Ahiiiger,  who,  as  Mr.  Scarlett,  won  more  verdicts 
than  any  man  in  England,  did  nr>t  oonsjiti^uonsly 
succeed  in  the  exchequer;  and  that,  on  the  oilier 
hand,  Lord  Tenterden,  to  name  no  more,  niiBed  to 
the  henc-li  from  no  practice  at  atl,  or  none  of  which 
the  pnblie  ha^I  seen  «ny  thin^.  bfciune,  hy  the  fortu- 
nate possession  of  the  specific  judicial  nature,  among 
the  most  eminent  wlio  liave  presidv-tl  on  it.  The  truth 
is,  the  selection  of  a  judge  is  a  little  like  that  of  a 
professor  of  the  higher  malhematicH  or  of  intellectual 
philosophy.  Intimate  knowledge  of  the  candidate  «ill 
detect  the  presence  or  the  aliKence  of  the  tpei-iitlti/ 
demanded;  the  kind  of  knowledge  of  Jiini  which  the 
community  may  he  expected  to  gain,  will  not.  On 
this  point  I  submit  tu  the  honor  and  ciuidor  of  the 
bar  ill  this  bo<ly  an  illtistnttton  which  k  worth  con- 
sidering. It  often  happrnv  that  our  clienta  propose, 
or  that  we  propose,  to  asAOCiate  other  ooutisfl  willi  us 
to  aid  ill  pivi^nting  the  cause  to  the  jniy.  In  tiuch 
CAScs  we  expect  and  deiure  them  to  select  their  man, 
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and  nlmost  «lw»j-s  we  Ihiiik  the  scleotion  a  good  one. 
Rut  it  soiiu'tiiiios  hapix'ii!*.  too,  thnt  it  i^  decided  to 
Hiil>mit  tlie  eau.se  to  a  lawyer  an  a  rtrfeive.  And  theii 
do  we  espetit  or  wisli  our  elient  to  select  the  referee? 
Certainly  never.  Tliat  we  know  we  can  do  Wetter 
than  he,  because  better  tlinn  he  we  Biipivciate  the 
legal  aspects  of  the  case,  and  the  kind  of  mind  wliicb 
is  required  to  meet  them  :  iitid  wo  should  bctniy  the 
client,  sHcrifice  the  cause,  and  sliuinefuUy  neglect  a 
cifiir  duty,  if  wo  did  not  in^^iMt  on  hi»  jiermitting  us, 
for  the  protection  of  Ids  interesW  intrusted  li>  oup 
cnre,  to  appoint  his  judge.  Always  he  also  desires 
us  for  hU  nake  to  do  it.  And  now,  that  which  wo 
vould  not  adviue  the  single  client  to  do  for  himself^ 
shall  we  advise  the  whole  body  of  our  clienbi  to  do 
for  themselves? 

But  this  is,  by  no  means,  the  principal  abjection  to 
making  this  kind  of  office  elective.  Consider,  beyond 
all  this,  how  the  office  itself  is  to  be  affcctcil :  its  dig- 
nity ;  its  just  weight ;  the  kind  of  men  who  will  fill  it ; 
their  Iciirniiig;  thyir  Grmiiesit;  their  hold  on  the  gen- 
eral <:onn<lcnco  —  how  will  these  be  afr*'cted?  Wbo 
will  make  tlie  judge?  At  present  he  iM  apjiointed 
by  a  governor,  his  council  eoncnrring,  in  whom  a 
majority  of  iho  whole  people  have  expressed  their 
trust  by  electing  him.  and  to  whom  the  minority  have 
no  objection  but  hits  politics;  acting  under  a  direst 
personal  rosjHmsiliility  tu  public  opinion;  po^sessiog 
the  best  conceivable  mean^  to  ascertain,  if  he  does 
not  know,  by  inquiry  at  the  right  sources,  who  does, 
and  who  does  not  possess  the  character  of  mind 
uud  iiualities  demanded.  By  such  a  governor  he  is 
appointed;  and  then  afterward  he  itt  perfectly  la- 
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(lepeodent  of  him.  And  hour  w«Il  the  uppoiDting 
power  iu  all  haiitU  has  doue  its  work,  let  our  judicial 
annitls  tvll.  But,  under  ait  cli^ctivc  syBtcui.  who  will 
miUcc  ihi'  judge?  The  youiig  lawyer  leadtTS  in  (ho 
Cftucwi  of  the  prevailing  party  will  nmke  him.  Will 
they  not?  Eui.-h  party  is  to  noniiniitv  for  tint  oflice, 
if  th«  people  arc  to  vote  for  it,  it  it  not?  Yon  know- 
it  muHt  be  80.  How  will  they  nominate?  In  the 
great  State  caucust,  of  course,  aa  they  nominate  for 
governor.  On  whom  will  the  judicial  nominatioiut 
be  devolved?  On  the  professional  members  of  i\vt 
caucus,  of  course.  Who  will  they  he?  Young, 
ambitious  lawyers,  verj'  able,  possibly,  and  very  de- 
serving ;  hut  not  selected  by  a  majority  of  the  wliolo 
people,  nor  by  a  majority,  perhaps,  of  their  own 
towns,  to  do  any  thing  so  important  and  re^punsiblo 
u  to  make  a  judge.  —  these  will  nominate  him.  llio 
party,  unlees  the  case  is  very  scandalous  indoed,  wUl 
suittain  iUf  regular  nominutious;  and  ihiis  practically 
a  handful  of  caucus  leaders,  under  this  «\'8tcin,  will 
apt^iiiit  the  judges  of  Mussaclius(ilt«.  This  is  bad 
enough ;  because  we  oviglit  to  know  who  it  is  that 
elevates  men  to  an  office  ifo  important  —  we  ought 
to  have  some  control  over  the  nominating  power  — 
and  of  these  caucus  leaders  we  know  nothing;  and 
because,  also,  they  will  have  motives  to  tiominate 
altogether  irrespective  of  Uie  fitness  of  the  nominee 
for  the  place,  on  which  no  governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth, of  any  party,  has  ever  acted.  This  i»  bad 
euough.  But  it  is  not  all,  nor  th«  wonit.  'J'race 
it  onwards.  So  uominated,  Uic  candidate  is  put 
through  a  violent  election ;  abtisod  by  the  press, 
abujH.-«l  on  the  »tump,  charged  ten   thousand  times 
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ovpr  with  Leing  very  lUlle  of  n  lawyor,  nnd  a  good 
dtiti  of  II  knave  or  liour  ;  and  tiftcr  beiii>^  tosucd  on 
lliJK  kind  of  bliiiikft  for  somu  imi-Msy  monllis,  ig 
clinseii  by  a  majority  of  It-n  voU's  out  of  a  liuiKli-ed 
thoti»tiHl,  luid  comes  into  court,  brciitlileKs,  terrified, 
witli  pei.Hi>iratioii  in  dr»pi  on  his  brow,  n-oiideiitig 
how  lie  ever  got  there,  U>  take  his  nnat  on  the  bench. 
Au(t  ill  the  very  tintt  cause  lie  triei*,  he  «e»  on  one 
side  tlie  ri)tin»el  who  procured  his  nomination  id 
caucus,  and  ha-t  defend<:d  him  by  pen  and  tongue 
hefore  the  people,  and  on  tlie  oilier,  tlie  most  promi- 
nent of  his  aHHailanlii :  one  who  Ima  been  denying  hia 
talents,  denying  his  learning,  denying  his  integrity, 
denying  Iiim  every  judicial  quality,  and  every  quality 
that  may  define  a  got>d  man.  hefore  half  the  eounties 
in  the  State,  Is  not  this  about  as  infallible  a  recipe 
as  you  could  wish  to  make  a  judge  a  respecter  of 
persons?  Will  it  not  inevitably  load  him  with  the 
suspicion  of  pivrtiiility,  whether  ho  deserves  it  or  not? 
Is  it  happily  calculated  altogether  to  fix  on  him  the 
love,  trust,  and  affectionate  adinirntion  of  the  general 
community  with  which  you  agree  he  ought  to  be 
clothed,  as  witii  a  robe,  nr  he  lilltt  his  great  oflJoe  ID 
vain?  Who  does  not  shrink  from  such  lempLitinn 
to  be  partial?  Who  does  not  shiink  from  the  sus- 
picion of  being  thought  so?  What  studious  and 
learned  man,  of  a  true  self-respect,  fitted  the  most 
pi-eijminently  for  the  magistracy  by  these  very  ([nali- 
ties  and  tastes,  would  subject  himself  to  an  ordeal  so 
coarse,  and  so  inappropriate,  for  the  chance  of  getting 
to  11  position  where  no  human  purity  or  ability  could 
assure  him  a  trial  by  IiIh merits? 
But  you  will  not  make  judges  elective.    What  in  to 
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be  feared  is.  that  iiist«ii(l  of  attPiDpting  u  larger  mis- 
chief, in  whit'h  you  iiuist  fail,  you  will  attempt 
a  smallDr.  in  which  you  luay  succoerl.  You  will 
not  chaiigu  th<r  KYMlvm  which  hiui  vrorkcil  so  well, 
very  mucli,  you  »ay,  but  yoti  will  change  it  »ome; 
ntid  therefore  you  will  continue  to  ai)])oiiil  by  tho 
KovtTiior.  Bill  instead  of  aiipoitititig  during  good 
bt'havior,  dtibjpct  to  impc-jichiweiit,  »nd  subject  to 
removal  by  the  legislature,  you  will  apgioiiit  him  for 
ft  ti-rin  of  years  —  five  yuars.  seven  year*.  Ipu  years. 

Well,  Sir,  without  re|)ealiiig  that  no  reimon  for  any 
e}iaiig«  i*  ^hown.  and  that  itn  manner  of  evidence  haa 
been  jnniUieed  to  prove  that  tJiis  project  of  execu- 
tive a]>iX)intment.  for  limited  terms,  haa  ever  suc- 
ceciled  any  when'  — pretty  important  considerations 
for  thougblful  j>er!ionH.  likely  to  weigh  much  with 
tlie  people  —  there  are  two  objeclJoiiB  to  this  system, 
which  ought,  in  my  juilgraent.  to  put  it  out  of  every 
head.  And.  in  the  first  place,  it  will  ajisurcdly  oper- 
ate to  keep  the  ablest  men  from  the  bench.  You 
all  agree  that  you  would  have  there  the  ablest  man 
whom  three  thousand  dollars  or  twenty-one  huudixid 
dollars  per  annum  will  command.  The  problem  is, 
one  part  of  the  prubletn  is,  how  shall  wc  get  the  best 
judge  for  that  money  ? 

And  now,  if  my  oj>iiiion  is  worth  any  thing,  I  de- 
sire to  express  it  with  all  pot»ible  confidence,  that 
this  change  of  tennie  will  infallibly  reduce  the  rate 
of  men  whom  you  will  have  on  the  bench.  Not 
evety  one,  in  all  respects  ec[ual  to  it,  can  afford  it 
now.  It  has  been  said,  and  is  notorious,  that  it  is 
offered  and  rejected.  The  consideration  of  it«  per- 
niaQcnce  ie  the  decisive  one  in  its  favor,  whoever 
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accepts  it.  The  siilaiy  i*  inadequate,  but  if  it  is  cer- 
tain, cerlain  as  good  judicial  behavior — it  ought  not 
to  be  more  so  —  it  may  be  thought  enough.  De- 
privw  it  of  that  morul  makeweight,  and  it  is  nothing. 
Why  should  ii  lawyer,  accumuhiting,  or  living,  bj 
bis  prnctici'.  h)uk  at  a  judgeship  of  tvu  years?  Wiiat 
duvK  iiv  »Ce  aud  fvar?  At  thu  end  vf  thftt  lime  he  is 
to  dfsscvnd  from  the  bench,  «  nmu  forty-five  or  fifty 
or  sixty  yeai-s  of  age,  without  a  dollar,  or  certainly  re- 
quiring tcouie  uiean»  of  incix-asing  his  income.  Every 
old  client  ia  lost  by  this  time,  and  he  b  tA  begin  life 
as  he  began  it  twenty  or  thirty  years  before.  Nok 
quite  so,  even.  Then  he  was  young.  cncrgLtic.  and 
sauguiiiu.  Hfl  is  older  now,  nud  is  less  disjtusvd  to 
the  conteutiuus  efforts  of  the  law.  More  thiiu  thut, 
ho  is  less  equiil  to  thtm  fur  unutlK-r  reason  thiin  the 
want  of  youth.  If  hi;  has,  dnring  the  full  term  of 
ten  yeiu>,  been  good  for  any  thing;  if  be  Ims  been 
"a  judge,  altogether  a  judge,  am)  nolbitig  but  A 
judge,'*  then  his  whole  intellectual  character  and 
habits  will  have  undergone  a  change,  itself  incapable 
of  change.  lie  will  have  grown  out  of  the  la^vj-er 
into  the  magistrate.  lie  will  have  put  off  the  gorni 
of  the  bar,  and  have  lussumed  the  more  gruccful  and 
reverend  eruiint-  of  the  bench.  The  mental  habits, 
the  mental  faults  of  the  advocate,  the  fau1l»  ascribed 
by  fatire  to  the  advocate,  the  faults  or  habits  of  his 
cliaracter,  the  zeal,  the  constant  energy  bestowed  on 
all  causes  alike ;  the  tendencies,  and  the  power  to 
aggnivate  and  intensify  one  side  of  a  thesis,  and 
forget  or  allow  iumlequute  importance  to  the  other  — 
these,  if  he  he.*  been  a  good  judge,  or  tried  his  best 
to  be  a  good  judge  for  ten  years,  he  has  lost,  he  bofc 
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conquered,  and  has  acquired  in  their  place  that 
calmer  and  that  fairer  capacity  to  see  the  thing,  fuut, 
or  law,  just  aa  it  is.  Thus  changed,  it  will  W  pain- 
ful  to  attempt  to  recover  the  advocate  again ;  it  will 
be  impracticable,  if  it  in  attempt^.  To  regain  biisi- 
Deea.  he  must  Hud  now  clients ;  to  lind  or  keep  thvin, 
be  must  make  hiimtelf  over  again.  Accordingly, 
how  rare  arc  the  cases  where  any  man  above  the  age 
of  forty,  after  having  BOrved  ten  years  on  the  bench, 
seeking  to  eultivatv  judicial  Imbitf,  and  win  a  true 
judicial  fame,  lia*  mturried  to  •  full  businesa  at 
the  bar.  I  never  heard  of  one.  Such  a  retired 
judge  may  act  as  a  referee.  He  may  engage  some- 
what in  chamber  practice,  a»  it  la  called,  though  the 
result  of  all  uiy  observation  has  been,  that  unlesa  he 
ctfrt  alUnd  hit  opiniunM  throuyh  court;  can  there  ex- 
plain and  defend  them ;  unUtt  he  can  keep  hi*  hand 
to  much  in  ihat  he  feeh  and  knowi  at  ail  timtt  which 
teay  the  Judicial  mind  it  itnding  on  the  open  qutttiont 
of  the  law — bis  chamber  priiutice  hoUUi  out  a  pretty 
slunder  piimii$e  fur  the  dt-i'liue  of  a  life  unprovided 
for.  Hl*  wlio  would  be  a  lawyer,  must  unite  the 
study  of  the  books  and  the  daily  practice  of  the 
courts,  or  his  very  k-aniing  will  lead  him  i^tray. 

I  have  been  amused  at  the  excellent  reasons  given 
to  show  why  an  able  man,  at  the  head  of  the  bar.  in 
full  practice,  forty  years  of  age,  a  growing  family 
and  no  property,  should  just  as  soon  accept  a  judge- 
ship for  ten  years  lui  duriiig  good  behavior.  Some 
say  a  judge  never  lives  but  ten  yean;  on  the  bunch  — 
or  thirteen  at  the  outside — anyhow.  Thoy  sliow 
statistics  for  it.  Tliey  propose,  therefore,  to  go  to 
auch  a  man  and  tender  him  the  situation.    He  will 
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inconsiileralely  iinfiwcp  tliat  he  should  like  the  bench; 
thinks  he  could  do  soiiiE'thiiig  fur  tin-  luw  ;  shotihl  rv* 
juice  to  (;tvc  htii  lifi;  to  it;  hut  that  t)i«  proi^pei't  of 
coming  off  ut  flfty,  Hnd  goin};  hack  to  bi-gin  buttling 
it  uguin  with  "tliestt  jonngor  Htrenglhx."  ii  too 
dreary,  and  ho  niui<t  deolino,  "  Bless  you,"  stay  lh« 
gentlemen,  "dun't  tr<nilil«  yourwtf  abi>ut  thiit,  if 
iliut  vi  nil.  Yon  oanH  live  but  thirteen  yc»is,  tbe 
be>it  way  yoti  can  fix  it.  H*i«  is  tlie  secretary's  te- 
])iirt — with  a  printM  Hnt  xh  long  as  a  Harvard  Col- 
lege oftlftlogue  —  putting  that  ont  of  all  quoation  I " 
Do  yon  think  this  will  jiersuade  him?  Does  he  ex- 
pect to  die  in  ten  yearn  ?  Who  does  so  ?  Did  the 
nnraeit  on  these  stati^ticd? 

Others  guess  that  the  t^'n-years  judge  will  he  reap- 
pointed, if  he  behaves  well.  Hut  unless  he  is  a  very 
weak  man  indeed,  will  he  rely  on  that?  Who  will 
assure  it  to  him?  Does  he  not  know  enough  of  lifo 
to  know  bow  easy  it  will  bL>,  after  be  lins  eervud  the 
State,  ihi;  law,  his  oonsoience  and  his  God  fur  the 
stipuhitod  term;  after  the  performance  of  hi*  duly 
hiiN  made  this  ambitious  young  lawyer  or  that  power* 
ful  I'iient  his  enemy  for  life  ;  after  having  thus  slood 
in  the  way  of  a  gieedy  eomjvetitor  too  long  — how 
easy  it  will  bo  to  bring  influences  to  t>ear  on  a  new 
governor,  jnst  come  in  at  the  head  of  a  Hushed  and 
eager  party,  to  allow  the  old  judge's  commission  to 
expire,  and  a.ppoiiit  the  right  sort  of  a  man  in  his 
place  ?  Does  he  not  know  how  easy  it  will  bo  to  say, 
"  Yes,  he  L*  a  good  juilge  enough,  but  no  hotter  than 
a  dozen  others  who  have  jnst  put  yun  in  power; 
thciv  are  advantages  in  seating  a  man  on  the  heneh 
who  i^  fresh  from  the  bar;  there  is  no  injustiw  to 
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the  incunitteiit  —  didn't  be  know  that  he  ran  this 
risk?"  Too  well  he  kno«-s  it.  Sir,  to  be  tickled  by 
the  chaDL-e  of  ■*  fmding  the  doom  of  man  reversed  for 
liiru."  and  bo  wiU  nrj<.-ct  the  offer. 

Ilurviii  iif  grout  and  corlaln  evil.  How  you  can 
diorvgiinl  it — how  you  can  fiiil  to  iipprvcinlv  what  lui 
oliviouH  piroe  of  good  economy  it  is ;  ti'^niiniiy  worthy 
of  statesmen  —  binding  on  your  oonocience ;  to  aa 
construct  your  Rystem  as  to  gain  for  the  bench  the 
best  man  whom  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
can  be  made  to  command,  passes  all  compveheD&ioii. 
Surely  you  will  uot  reply  that  there  "  will  be  enough 
otbeni  t«  take  it."  If  tlio  teudency  of  what  you  pro- 
pose is  upprvciably  tu  lessen  tbo  chances  of  obtaining 
tbe  best,  is  it  any  excuse  to  say  that  fools  will  rush  lu 
where  others  will  not  Irc-ad? 

Hut  tlii-rc  'i»  still  another  difficulty.  He  who  doex 
accept  it,  and  performs  as  an  hireling  his  day,  will 
not  only  he  an  ordinari'  man  comparatively,  at  the 
start,  but  he  holds  a  place,  and  is  subjected  to  influ- 
ences, under  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  maintain 
impartiality,  and  the  reputation  of  impartiality;  im- 
possible to  earn  and  keep  that  trusti  and  confldonw. 
and  affectionate  and  respectful  rcg«rd,  which  the 
judge  must  have,  or  hu  is  but  half  a  judge. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that  the  tenure  of  good 
belutvior  ha.s  one  efTcct  a  little  like  that  which  is  pro- 
duc^'d  by  making  the  marriage  tie  indLMoIuble.  If 
the  "contract  which  renovates  the  world"  were  at 
the  pleasure  of  both  pKrti«a,  they  would  sometimes. 
oft*n.  quarrel  and  bring  about  a  dissolution  in  a 
mouth.  But  they  know  they  have  embarked  for  life 
—  for  good  and  ill  —  for  better  and  worse ;  and  th«y 
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bear  with  one  another;  they  excuse  one  anotJier  — 
t])ey  help  one  another —  they  nmkc  each  other  to  be 
that  which  their  eyes  and  their  hourt«  desire.  A 
little  eo  in  the  relation  of  the  juiljre  to  the  bar  and 
the  eommunity.  You  want  to  invest  him  with  honor, 
lovf,  and  confidence.  If  every  time  when  he  niies 
on  a  piece  of  evidence,  or  charges  the  jury,  a  young 
lawyer  can  Ray.  half  aloud  in  the  bar,  or  hia  disap- 
pointed client  can  go  to  the  next  tavern  to  say.  "  My 
good  fellow,  we  will  have  you  down  here  in  a  year  or 
two  — you  shall  answer  for  this  —  make  the  most  of 
your  time"  —  and  ao  forth;  is  it  favorable  to  the 
cnlture  of  such  sentiments?  Does  it  tend  to  beget 
that  state  of  mind  towards  him  in  the  community 
which  prompts  "the  ear  to  bless  him,  and  the  eye 
to  give  witness  to  him?"  Does  it  tend  in  bim  to 
"  ripen  that  dignity  of  dispoHitiou  whieh  grows  with 
the  growth  of  an  illustrious  reputation ;  and  becomes 
a  sort  of  pledge  to  the  public  for  securitj'?"  Show 
to  the  bar,  and  to  tlio  people,  a  judge  by  whom 
justice  is  to  bo  di-tpenNed  for  a  lifetime,  and  rU 
become  mutually  eoijperative,  reajiectful,  and  at- 
tached. 

And  still  further.  This  ten-j'ears  judge  of  yours 
is  planed  iu  a  situation  where  he  is  in  extreme 
danger  of  feeling,  and  of  being  suspeeted  of  feeling 
so  anxious  a  desire  to  secure  hia  reappointnient,  m 
to  detract,  juatly  or  unjustly,  somewhat  from  that 
eonfldeuoe  >n  him  without  which  there  is  no  judge. 
It  bt  easy  for  the  gentleman  from  Abington  [Mr. 
Keyes]  to  feel  and  express,  with  his  habitual  enei^y, 
indignation  at  the  craven  spirit  which  could  stoop  to 
do  any  thing  to  prolong  his  term  of  office  ?    It  is  easy, 


OH  THE  JUDlClAi:,  TBNt'RE. 


889 


but  is  it  to  the  purpose?  All  Hyutetas  of  judicial 
appuintmctit  and  teuuve  suppose  the  judge  to  Le  a 
moi'lnl  miiu,  lifter  all ;  imd  nil  uf  tliein  that  are  -wUct 
Aiid  wl'11  triod,  aim  to  fortify,  guurd,  »ud  help  that 
which  \m  MakcT  has  left  fullihlc  and  iufirtii.  To 
inveigh  ngain«t  iho  lot  of  Iiinnanity  is  idlo.  Our 
business  i»  to  make  tliv  best  of  it ;  to  artist  iitt  wenlc* 
Dean  ;  make  Die  niodt  of  it«  virtue ;  l>y  no  nieftuii,  hy 
DO  means  to  lead  it  into  any  manner  of  temptation. 
He  censures  God,  I  have  heard,  who  quarrels  with 
the  imperfections  of  man.  Do  you  not,  however, 
tempt  the  judge,  as  bis  last  yean>  are  coming,  to 
cast  about  fur  reuppoiuLmcnt ;  to  favor  a  little  more 
tlib  important  party,  or  thio  important  counsel,  by 
whom  the  patronage  of  the  future  is  to  be  dispensed? 
He  will  desire  to  keep  hla  place,  will  he  uot?  Voa 
liav«  disqualified  him  for  the  inoru  aelivc  pracltcc  of 
bis  profession.  He  uueds  its  reinuneratiuii.  Those 
whom  he  loves  dcpeud  on  i(.  'Ilie  man  who  can 
give  ill  <"■  withhold  it,  is  before  him  for  what  lie  calls 
justice ;  on  the  other  side  is  a  stranger  without  a 
name.  Have  you  placed  hira  in  no  peril?  Have 
you  so  framed  your  system,  as  to  do  all  that  htunun 
wisdom  can  do  —  to  "secure  a  trial  as  impartial  us 
tiie  lot  of  hiimaiiily  will  admit"?  If  not,  are  we 
quite  equal  to  the  great  work  we  have  taken  in 
band? 

There  are  two  or  tliree  more  general  observations 
with  which  I  leave  the  subjeet,  which  the  pressure 
on  your  time,  and  my  own  state  of  health,  imfit  nie 
for  thoroughly  discussing. 

In  constructing  our  judicial  system,  it  eeenut  to  me 
uot  imwLse  so  to  do  it,  that  it  shall  rather  operate,  if 
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[ii)s»il>k-,  to  induce  young  lawyers  to  aspire  to  tlie 
liuuors  of  the  beach,  not  by  meatts  of  party  politioa. 
but  by  devoting  thoutselves  to  ihe  still  and  deep 
studies  or  thiit  glurioux  iicioiiuc  of  tbe  Hvr.  A  re- 
public, it  18  said,  is  one  great  licrnmblc  for  oUtee,  from 
thii  Iiigbeitt  to  the  loweitt  !ii  the  State.  The  ten- 
dencies certainly  are  to  iiiakc  every  place  a  spoil  for 
the  victor,  and  to  present  to  abilities  and  ambitioD 
rtrfiFe  tiiTvier  in  the  rank*  of  party,  victory  under  the 
banner,  and  by  thf-  warfare  of  party,  a*  the  <jtiiekest 
and  easiest  means  of  winning  every  one.  ilow  full 
of  danger  to  justice,  and  to  security,  and  to  lil>erty, 
are  such  tendencieii,  I  cannot  here  and  now  jiatme  to 
consider.  These  very  oliange»  of  the  judicial  system, 
facilitating  the  chancer  of  getting  on  the  bench  by 
party  merits  and  party  titles,  will  give  strength  in* 
calculable  to  Huch  tendencies.  How  much  wiser  to 
leave  it  as  now,  were  it  only  to  present  motives  to 
the  better  youtJi  of  the  profession  to  withdraw  from 
a  too  active  and  vehement  political  life ;  to  conceive, 
in  the  solitude  of  their  librurics,  the  idea  of  a  great 
judicial  fame  and  usefulness;  and  by  profound  study 
and  the  mauly  pi-actiee  of  the  profveision  idonv  seek 
to  rcalite  it;  to  «o  prepare  the  in  selves,  in  mind,  ut- 
tainnientd,  chamotcr,  to  become  judge*  by  being 
lawyera  only,  that  when  the  ermine  should  rest  on 
them,  it  should  find,  as  was  said  of  Jay  —  as  might 
be  said  of  more  than  one  on  the  bench  of  both  our 
Courts,  of  one  traiued  by  our  ej'stem  for  the  bcncli 
of  the  Supremo  National  Court  —  it  should  find 
"  nothing  that  wiis  not  whiter  than  itself." 

T  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  needful  to  take  uotico 
of  an  objectioa  by  tha  gentleman  from   Fall  Kiver 
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[Mr.  Hooper,}  and  \i^a  or  more  b;  others,  to  the 
existing  systE^in,  on  tlic  grouiiil  lliut  it  is  uiunnrcliical, 
or  anti-rL'piiblk'un,  or  hoihvIiuw  iiicuiiHisU-iil  with  uur 
getiLTiiI  tliKtirivft  of  liberty.  He  imn  ilwett  a  good 
dual  on  it;  he  itays  we  might  just  lut  well  iippoiiit 
a  goveruoi-  or  a  representative  for  life,  or  good  he- 
hsvior,  as  a  judge ;  tliat  it  is  fatally  incompatible 
with  our  frame  of  government,  and  the  great  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  reposes.  One  word  to  thin.  It 
seema  to  me  that  such  an  argument  forgets  that  our 
political  Bj-stcm,  while  it  is  purely  and  intensely  re- 
puhlicun,  within  all  UieoiicD,  aims  to  accomplish  a 
twofold  objoct,  to  wit:  liberty  and  security.  To 
accomplish  this  twofold  object  wc  have  cst;ildishcd 
a  twofold  set  of  institutions  and  tiistrumcntalitivs; 
some  of  tlivm  designed  to  develop  and  give  uMcrance 
to  one;  some  uf  thmu  de:^igned  to  provide  perma- 
ueiit.ly  and  constantly  for  the  other ;  dome  of  them 
designed  to  bring  out  the  popular  will  in  its  utmoRt 
intensity  of  utterance ;  some  of  them  designed  to 
secure  life,  and  liberty,  aud  cluiractcr.  and  happi- 
ness, and  property,  and  equal  and  exact  justice, 
against  all  will,  and  iigainst  nil  powur.  These  in- 
stitutiuns  and  instrunicntulitic»  in  their  immediate 
mechanism  anil  workings  arc-  tu  distinct  and  diverse, 
ouu  from  the  other,  a«  they  are  iu  their  offices,  nod  in 
^.<tli«ir  emhs.  But  each  one  ia  the  mnrt-  perfei-'t  for  the 
'•eparation;  and  Uie  aggregate  result  is  uui  owu 
Massachusetts. 

Thuii,  in  the  law<making  department,  and  in  the 

whole  department  of  elections  to  office  of  those  who 

.  make  and  thime  who  execute  the  taw,  you  giro  the 

utraoKt  assistance  to  the  expression  of  liL)ert)-.     Vou 
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g^ve  the  choice  to  the  people.  You  niako  tt  an 
annual  cboicc :  joii  give  it  lo  tlic  miijorily;  jou 
ntiiko,  nioruuvcr,  A  (kc  prexs;  you  privik-gc  debaco; 
you  jjive  frcfdoiii  lo  woreliij)  God  according  only  to 
tim  dictates  of  the  individual  oonscienc«.  I1i«»t!  are 
the  manitioni<  of  liberly ;  here  are  her  arruit,  and  here 
her  chariot.  In  thcne  instituLioiui  we  provide  for 
her ;  we  testify  our  devotion  to  her  ;  we  »how  forth 
how  good  and  how  grucious  she  is  —  what  energies 
she  kindles :  what  happinosD  she  Gtatters ;  wlutt 
Tirtues,  what  talents  wtut  on  ht'r  —  vivifying  every 
atom,  living  in  ovvry  nerve,  heating  iu  every  pul«»> 
tion. 

But  to  the  fod  that  one  man,  tliat  the  major- 
ity, inny  not  di^prive  any  of  life,  liberty,  proi>prly, 
the  opportunity  of  seeking  happiness,  there  am  io- 
stitutioiu  of  flecnnty.  There  is  a  Constitution  to 
(Wutrol  the  government.  There  is  a  separation  of 
departments  of  government.  There  is  a  judiciary 
to  interpret  and  sdminiater  the  laws,  '*that  every 
inan  may  find  his  temrity  therein."  And  in  consti- 
tuting these  provigions  for  security,  you  may  have 
rcganl  mainly  to  the  «pcciSc  and  separate  objects 
wliich  they  have  in  view.  Vou  may  very  filly 
appoint  few  judges  only.  You  may  vfry  fitly  so 
ajipoint  them  as  to  aeonre  learning,  imparlijtiity,  the 
love  and  confidence  of  the  Imitate;  l)ecauso  tbtirt  Ijcst 
they  will  accomplish  the  sole  endft  for  wbii;h  they 
are  created  at  all.  If  to  those  ends,  too,  it  has  been 
foiuid,  ill  llie  lung  run.  ai)  human  nature  is,  that  it  is 
bcHcr  to  give  them  a  tenure  of  good  behavior,  you 
may  do  tso  witlioiit  departing  in  the  least  degree  from 
eitlier  of  the  two  gi-eat  objects  of  our  poUtioil  system. 
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Yoii  prnmote  oiie  of  thorn  diri'clly  by  doing  so.  You 
do  it  without  outrage  on  the  other.  Your  security 
if)  greater ;  your  liberty  ia  not  Ie»*.  You  assigu  to 
liberty  her  place,  her  elAge,  her  emotions,  tier  cere> 
moaieti ;  you  assigu  to  law  and  justice  thinrs.  The 
stAge,  the  cruotioiiti,  the  visible  presence  of  liberty, 
tut  in  th«  mass  nicutiug ;  the  proocasioo  by  torch- 
light; at  the  polU;  in  the  hulls  of  legislation;  in 
the  \'oic«s  of  the  preset ;  in  tlm  freedom  of  political 
speech  ;  in  the  energy,  intelligence  find  hope,  which 
pervade  the  muss;  in  the  sileut,  unreturning  tide 
of  progression.  But  there  in  uiiothev  apartmeut, 
smaller,  humbler,  more  quiet,  down  in  the  basement 
story  of  our  oapitol  —  appropriated  to  jiutice,  to 
Wouritj,  to  Kftson,  to  realraint ;  where  thoie  is  no 
respect  of  persons;  where  there  iii  no  high  nor  low, 
no  strong  nor  weak ;  where  will  is  nothing,  and  power 
is  nothing,  and  number  iiro  nothing  —  and  all  are 
equal,  nnd  all  secure,  before  the  law.  Is  it  a  sound 
objection  to  your  system,  that  in  that  apni-lment  you 
do  not  find  the  symbolit,  the  cap,  the  flag  of  fniedom? 
Is  it  any  objection  to  a  court-room  that  you  cannot 
hold  a  mass  meeting  in  it  while  a  trial  is  proceeding? 
Is  liberty  abridged,  because  the  procession  returning 
by  torchlight,  from  celebrating  anticipated  or  actual 
party  victory,  cannot  pull  down  a  half  dozen  bouses 
of  the  opposition  uith  impunity ;  and  buouuse  its 
leaders  awake  from  the  intoxicatiuiu,  of  her  Mlumalia 
to  find  themselves  in  jail  for  a  riot?  I»  it  any  ob- 
Jfcti'm  that  ever}/  ahject  of  thr.  political  *ifil,-m  i»  net 
tqualljj  provitUd  fvr  in  evrrff  part  of  it?  No,  Sir. 
Every  thing  in  its  place,  and  a  place  for  every 
thii^! "     Jf  the  re4uU  it  an  aggregtUe  of  todat  and 
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politieai  petfeetion,  ah»oltit«  tfcuntg  comhintd  with  at 
mtteh  lilrrty  a$  tff>»  can  Ixvr  in,  that  JH  the  state  for 
yon!  Tliniik  Ooil  foi-Uwt;  let  the  flag  wave  over 
it ;  die  for  it  I 

One  word  only,  further,  and  I  leave  this  Bubjeot. 
It  bsK  tkeen  tDaiDtiLineJ,  with  i;r<.-nt  force  of  iir^tiiOL-nt, 
by  my  frit'iid  for  Muiiehft.tcr,  tbiil  th«rt;  is  no  cull  by 
Ihv  people  for  any  change  of  the  judiciial  sytitem. 
CVi'lainly  there  i.4  no  proof  of  tiuch  a  oall.  The 
doottiuentary  history  of  the  Convention  utterly  dia- 
proves  it.  But  that  topic  is  exhausted.  I  wished  to 
add  only,  that  my  own  observation,  ax  far  as  it  has 
gone,  disproves  it  too.  I  have  lost  a  good  mitny 
cau»e^  tint  and  la«t;  and  I  hope  to  try,  and  expect 
to  lose,  a  good  many  nion- ;  hut  I  never  hcant  a 
client  in  my  life,  however  dii^satj^fied  with  tlia 
verdict,  or  the  char^,  itay  a  word  about  ohanging 
the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office.  I  greatly  doubt,  if 
1  have  heard  as  many  as  three  expresis  tbemselvea 
dissatisfied  with  the  jiulgu ;  though  times  without 
uuinlK-r  they  have  rt-git'lled  that  he  found  Itimsolf 
compelled  to  go  againttt  tliem.  My  own  tenure  I 
have  often  thought  in  danger  —  but  I  am  yet  to  gee 
the  lirst  flient  who  expressed  a  thought  of  mt^ddling 
with  that  of  the  court.  What  is  true  of  those  clients, 
is  true  of  the  whole  people  of  Mas^aebusotts.  Sir, 
that  people  have  two  truit^t  o!  character  —  just  as  our 
political  systtem  in  which  that  ohamcter  is  «bow[i 
forth  has  two  great  ends.  They  love  liberty ;  tluit 
is  one  tr.iit.  They  love  it,  and  (hey  possess  it  to 
their  hearts'  content.  Free  as  stonn^  to-day  do  they 
not  know  it,  and  feel  it  —  every  one  of  them,  from 
the   sea  to   the    Green   Mountains?     Uut   there   ia 
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nnothfir  «idt  to  their  oliitractcr ;  ftud  that  iti  the  old 
Anglo-Saxon  inKtiiiot  of  property' ;  thv  mtionnl  and 
the  creditable  deiiii«  to  be  fteeiii'e  in  life,  in  repu- 
tation, in  the  earnings  of  daily  labor,  in  the  little  all 
which  makes  uj>  the  treasures  and  the  dear  vliarities 
of  the  humbtcst  home ;  thu  desire  tu  feet  certain 
when  they  come  to  div  that  tlio  last  will  mIihII  be 
kept,  iJie  smallest  legacy  of  alTection  shall  reach  its 
object,  altliough  the  giver  is  in  his  grave  ;  this  desire, 
and  the  sound  sene^e  to  know  that  a  learned,  impar- 
tial, and  honored  judiciary  is  the  only  means  of 
Imviug  it  indulged.  They  liave  nothing  timorous  in 
them,  as  touehing  the  lttrge.-.t  liberty.  They  rather 
like  the  exhilaratitm  of  crowding  wiil  oii  the  noblo 
old  ship,  and  giving  her  to  scud  away  before  a  four- 
1f>en-ki)ot  bi'iKze;  but  they  kitnw,  too,  that  if  the 
storm  comes  on  to  blow ;  and  the  masta  go  over- 
board: and  the  gun-deck  is  tolled  tinder  water;  and 
the  lee  shore,  edgi^d  with  foam,  thundeni  under  her 
Ktvrn,  that  the  sheet  anchor  Hud  best  bower  then  are 
every  thing!  (iive  them  good  groiiwl-lAckle,  and 
they  will  carry  her  round  the  world,  and  back  again, 
till  there  shall  be  no  more  sea. 
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SPEFXH    DELIVERED    AT    THE    CONSTITC- 
TIONAL    MEETING  IN  FANEinL   HALL. 

JtOVXUBBII  SB,  ia». 


[■■  Tlio  Cilixmii  of  Bmton  uid  ita  vicinity,  who  nvemice  thfl 
Coiiititutiou  uf  tii«  (Jniied  Statt^s  ;  wlio  wifji  to  dbcoiuit«iiaitM 
a  spirit  of  (liaobedlence  to  llie  laws  vi  tha  land,  and  refer  aU 
qiie«liciii»  nri»>itij{  uiiiliT  those  laws  to  tbe  proper  trilmnMli  ;  who 
votiM  T<>^rd  nitli  Jinfavor  all  (urttier  popular  agilatimi  of  «ub- 
jecU  whinh  Midntijicr  tliC!  pcnco  and  hnmiony  of  tlie  (Jnion.  and 
who  deem  thi-  preswviitiuii  of  llio  t'nion  tlio  jiiiramouul  duty  ot 
«vi'ry  citizi^ii,  iire  n^juvstrd  lu  mnei  and  f^xiin^as  tliv ir  Mtitiui^tiU 
ou  the  piv«eiit  pcuture  of  public  afFakin,  in  Faii«iiil  Hall,  Nov. 
Sli,  1850,  al  4  o'clock  r.u." 

Tho  fliMve  call  having  been  publislied  la  the  aewBpapers.  and 
pMt«d  up  In  the  "  Mnrchaota*  Raading  lUiom  "  for  some  dnyi. 
received  the  nignntnrM  i>f  about  fiva  thoniuinil  citiiimi  of  iliuuo* 
chii*rttj>.  and  tliu  mevtiit);  was  oonvencd  ngnvobly  to  the  requcrt 
therein  oxprtEaaed. 

Al  a  tvvt  iuiuut«e  before  four  o'clock  the  Coimoltt«e  of  Ar- 
range me  nt^  cam^  in,  Biid  wrrc  rt-ccivoiJ  with  loud  cheers.  At 
foiir  o'l'lnct,  prcdnely.  Ttianiii:i  H.  (hirtju.  Kuc).,  mnnnted  th« 
rcwtniin.  and  iiomitinted  for  Fivaideiit  iloliii  ('.  Wamiii. 

A  seriefl  of  tesotutions  havlii);  betrii  ivaii,  the  uiiwtinK  wm 
addressed  by  B.  R.  Ciii'lis,  B.  F.  Ilallett,  and  S.  Dl  Bradford; 
alter  which  Ur.  (,'hoato  »poko  a*  foLIowt;] 

I  FKEi,  it,  Pellow-oitiw-ns,  to  be  quite  needless,  for 
»iiy  purpose  of  affecting  your  vote's  now,  or  your 
judgment  and  acta  for  the  future,  that  I  should  add 
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a  word  lo  t,b«  reitolulione  before  you,  uml  to  tin;  vcrj' 
able  aiWnjsses  by  wliich  they  h«ve  been  i-xplaiiied 
and  enforced.  All  that  I  winild  have  Raid  has  been 
better  siiid.  In  all  that  I  would  have  su^efttttd, 
thi»  ^eat  BHsembly,  so  true  and  ample  a  representa- 
tioii  of  tliv  sobriety,  and  prii>ciplc>i  and  butunesx,  and 
patriotiani  of  this  city  and  its  viciiiily,  —  it'  I  may 
judge  fi-om  the  iiiaDucr  in  n-bidi  you  have  responded 
to  the  seiitinu-iitit  of  preceding  Ajieakera,  —  has  far 
outrun  me.  In  all  that  I  had  felt  and  reflected  on 
the  supreme  importancte  of  this  deliberation,  on  the 
reality  and  urgency  of  the  peril,  on  the  indispenHable 
necessity  which  esiats,  that  an  effort  be  made,  and 
made  at  once,  combining  tlie  bent  vounecU.  and  the 
n-iHest  and  most  decisive  action  of  the  community. — an 
effort  to  turn  away  men's  thouglits  from  those  things 
which  concern  thin  part  or  that  part,  to  tl)0««  which 
concern  the  whole  of  our  America — to  turn  away 
men's  solicitude  about  the  small  politica  that  shall 
give  a  State  administration  this  year  to  one  set,  and 
the  next  year  to  another  set,  and  fix  it  on  tho  giander 
politico  by  which  a  nation  is  to  be  held  together  — 
to  turn  away  men's  hearts  from  loving  one  brother  of 
the  nulJonul  household,  and  bating  and  reviling  an- 
other, to  that  larger,  juMt4.-r,  and  wi*er  affection  which 
folda  the  whole  household  to  its  bottom  — to  turn  away 
men's  conscienee  and  sense  of  moral  obligation  from 
the  morbid  and  mad  pursuit  of  a  single  duty,  and 
indiiigeune  of  a  single  sentiment,  to  the  pnicUcal 
ethics  in  which  all  duties  are  recognized,  by  whieli 
all  duties  are  reconciled,  aud  udjust^id,  and  eubordl- 
nati-d,  according  to  their  rank,  by  which  the  sftcred- 
ne8s  of  compacts  Ih  bolden  to  be  a«  real  as  the  virtue 
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nf  ronipaiision,  nixl  th«  siipremacj'  of  the  Jaw  declared 
as  abnolute  aa  the  luxury  of  a  tear  is  felt  to  be  sweet 

—  to  turn  away  men's  eyes  from  the  glare  of  tlie 
liglito  of  n  pliilaiithrojty  —  they  call  it  philanthropy  — 
some  of  whose  otiiU  iimy  h«  specious,  but  wliuse 
means  are  bad  faith,  ftljii^iv«  scpscoh,  ferocity  of  tem- 
per, and  restistanct;  to  law ;  attd  whose  fniit,  if  it  rtpi-ns 
to  fruit)  will  be  woes  unnuiabered  to  bond  and  fi^ee. 

—  to  turn  all  eyes  from  the  glitter  of  such  light  to 
the  steady  and  unalterable  glory  of  that  wisdom,  that 
justice,  and  that  best  philiintbropy  imder  which  the 
Stales  of  Amorica  have  boi-n  i-niibkd  and  may  slill  be 
enabled  to  live  toj^i'tlicr  in  peinrc,  and  grow  together 
into  the  nature  of  one  peoplo,  —  in  all  that  I  had  felt 
and  n-floelfd  on  tlic-*e  ihiiigs,  you  have  outrun  my 
warmf-at  fiit'liiigs  and  my  best  thoughts.  What  re- 
mains, then,  hut  that  I  congratulate  you  on  at  least 
this  auspicioua  indication,  and  take  my  leave?  One 
or  two  suggestions,  however,  you  will  panlon  to  the 
peculiurity  of  the  limes. 

I  concur  then.  fr«t,  Fellow-citizeiiJi,  with  one  of  the 
resolutions,  in  i-xprosning  my  ninccrcitt  conviction  lliat 
the  Tnion  is  in  extreme  peril  tJiis  day.  Some  good 
and  wise  men.  1  know,  do  not  see  this ;  and  aoroe  not 
quite  BO  good  or  wise  deny  that  they  see  it.  I  know 
vt-ry  uell  that  to  sound  a  false  alarm  is  a  ahaUow  and 
contemptible  thing.  But  I  know, also,  that  too  much 
prceaiition  i»  safi-r  than  too  lilllc,  and  I  bclicvo  Ujat 
less  than  the  utmost  i»  too  little  now.  Better,  it  is 
said,  to  be  ridiculed  for  too  much  eai-e,  than  to  be 
ruined  by  too  confident  a  security,  I  have  then  a  pro- 
found conviction  that  the  L'nion  is  yet  in  danger.  It 
i»  true  that  it  has  passed  through  one  peril  within 
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the  liwt  few  months, — stich  a  peril,  that  the  future 
histonHii  of  Aiuerir-a  will  pmise  witli  OKtoiiisltuutnt 
ami  twii-or  wlicn  lit-  i-nino»  to  record  it.  The  sobriety 
of  th«  historic  style  will  riw  to  eloqiieiicn,  —  U>  pious 
ejaculatioii,  —  to  thankd^viiigs  to  Almighty  Odd,  —  ttn 
he  sketches  thai  Hceiie  and  the  virtues  that  tritiiuphed 
ill  it.  "  Ilouor  and  praise,"  will  he  exclaim,  **  to  the 
«iiiin«iit  iii«»  of  all  parties — to  Clay,  to  Cass,  to 
Fon(e,  to  Oiekiiii>ori,  to  WeUster —  who  ruwi  that  day 
to  the  iiii;ai«iirc  of  a  true  gro«tnes«,  —  who  reiiiiini)>ervd 
tlwt  they  hiHl  •  ooiititry  to  preserve  tut  well  as  a  local 
conatituenoy  to  gratify,  —  who  laid  all  the  wealth, 
and  all  the  hopes  of  illustriouit  lives  on  the  altar  of  a 
hazardous  patriotitmi,  — who  reckoned  all  the  sweebi 
of  a  present  popularity  for  nothing  in  ooinjiarison  of 
that  more  exceeding  weight  of  glorj'  which  follows 
him  who  seeks  to  compose  an  agitated  and  save  a 
sinking  land." 

Tiiat  night  is  passetl.  and  that  peril ;  and  yet  it  is 
i^till  night,  and  tht'rv  U  poril  still.  And  what  do  I 
mean  by  this?  I  believe,  and  rejoice  to  l>elieve,  lliat 
the  general  judgment  of  the  people  is  yet  sound  on 
lliis  transcendent  subject.  But  I  will  tell  yon  whene 
I  think  the  danger  lies.  It  is,  that  while  tlte  people 
sleep,  politicians  and  philanthropists  of  the  legislative 
ball — the  stump,  and  the  press  —  will  talk  and  write 
us  out  of  our  Union.  Ves — while  you  sleep,  while 
tin*  merchant  is  loading  his  ships,  and  the  fanner  U 
gathering  his  harvcuts.  and  Ihc  music  of  the  hammer 
and  shuttle  wnke  around,  and  we  arc  all  steeped  in  the 
enjo^Tuent  of  that  vaKt  and  vHrious  good  which  a  eoni- 
mon  government  phices  within  our  reach —  there  are 
fufiueoces  that  never  sleep,  and  which  are  creating 
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Rtiil  (lilTHviiig  a  prnuc  opinion,  in  whose  hot  and 
poiM>iic<t  t>reatli,  before  we  yet  perceive  our  evil  plight, 
this  I'uion  may  melt  as  frost-work  in  the  »un.  Do 
wc  eufltciently  appreciate  how  otnnipotenl  is  opinion 
in  tlie  Difitter  of  hU  govumnicnt?  I>o  we  consider 
especially  in  liutv  true  m  »en«e  it  i^  the  creator,  mnat 
be  the  npVioliltfr,  and  may  be  the  dewtroyer  of  our 
united  government?  Do  we  often  enough  advert  to 
the  dUlinction,  that  while  our  State  ^vemmciit« 
must  exist  almost  of  necessity,  and  with  no  effort 
from  within  or  without,  the  UNtON  of  the  States  ia 
«  tolJilly  diffcreiit  civaliini  —  more  delicate,  more  arti- 
ficial, more  recent,  far  more  truly  a  mere  production 
of  the  reason  and  the  will  —  standiug  in  far  more 
need  of  an  ever-surrounding  care,  to  preserve  ftud 
repair  it.  nnd  urge  it  aluug  its  highway?  Do  we 
refiect  that  whilu  the  i>eopl<!  of  Mii»(nchi)sett«,  for 
exftm]i]e,  are  in  all  senses  one  —  not  K  Pluribu* 
I'nuM  —  but  one  single  and  nncomi»ounded  sub- 
fitanc«,  80  to  sjKtak-^-and  while  e%'ery  influence  tltat 
can  pofisibly  help  to  hold  a  social  existence  together 
— identity  of  interest;  closeness  of  kindred  ;  conti- 
guity of  place :  old  habit ;  the  ten  tliuu^ind  opportuni- 
ties of  ihtily  iutcrcouKc;  every  thing  —  lit  oiH'mting 
to  hold  Mtch  a  8tat«  togi;ther,  80  tliat  it  mu»t  extsb 
whether  we  will  or  not,  and  "cannot,  but  by  anni- 
hilating, die  "  —  the  people  of  America  compose  a 
totally  different  community  —  a  community  miscella^ 
neous  uud  widely  scattered ;  that  they  are  many 
Stat«s.  not  one  State,  or,  if  one.  made  up  of  many  which 
still  coexist;  that  nomcruus  iuflucnci-s  of  vast  energy, 
influences  of  situation,  of  political  creeds,  of  employ- 
ments, of  supposed  or  real  diverfities  of  material  in- 
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tercet,  tend  evcnnoro  to  draw  tlieni  tiAunder;  nnd 
that  18  not,  lu  in  a  single  State,  ttmt  inAtinct,  cuiitom, 
a  long  antiquity,  olosenesa  of  kindred,  immediate  con- 
tiguity, the  personal  intercourse  of  ilaily  life  ami  t)ie 
like,  oome  in  to  make  and  consolidate  the  gnind  iii- 
oorporatioii.  wlit-tliiT  w«  wll  or  not ;  but  that  \»  to 
be  accomplislicd  by  can-fully  cultivated  and  acqnirud 
habit«  and  states  of  feeling;  by  an  enlightened  dis- 
ceriinient  of  great  interest*,  embracing  a  continent 
and  a  future  age ;  by  a  voluntary  determination  to 
love,  honor,  and  cherish,  by  mutiml  tolerance,  by 
mutual  indulgence  of  one  another')!  pfcultariti(?8,  by 
tlic  mottt  politic  And  careful  wtthdrawtd  of  our  atten- 
tion from  the  offciwive  particulars  in  vrlilch  we  differ, 
and  by  the  most  asstduoUM  dL-vctopmcnt  and  apprecia- 
tion, and  contemplation  of  those  thlngH  wiifit'iri  we 
are  alike — do  wc  reflect  as  we  ought,  that  it  is  only 
thuB  —  by  varieties  of  expi>dicnt)^  by  u  prolonge<l  and 
voluntary'  cducutlonal  process,  that  th«  fine  and  strong 
spirit  of  NATIOSALITV  riuiy  be  made  to  penetrate  and 
aniiuat«^  the  scarcely  congruous  majw  —  and  the  full 
tide  of  American  feeling  to  fill  the  mighty  heart? 

I  have  aometimea  thought  that  the  States  in  our 
system  may  be  compared  to  the  primordial  particles 
of  matter,  indivisible,  indestructible,  impenetrable, 
whose  natural  couditton  ia  to  repel  each  other,  or, 
at  least,  to  exist  in  their  own  independent  identity, 
—  while  the  Union  tit  an  artificial  aggregation  of 
such  particles;  a  sort  of  forced  state,  as  some  have 
said,  of  life;  a  complex  structure  made  with  hands, 
which  gravity,  attrition,  time,  rain,  dew,  frost,  not 
less  than  tempest  and  earthquake,  cooperate  to  waste 
An-ay.and  which  the  anger  of  a  fool  —or  the  laughter 
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of  M  fool  —  may  bring  down  in  an  liour;  a  syHtem  of 
bo<lips  lulvuiic'ing  slowly  tliruiigli  a  retiating  medium, 
0[mriit.iii){  nt  nil  titnvs  to  ri'tjiri),  uiid  at  any  nioDieiit 
lialile  (o  ane^t  iu  motion  ;  a  beautiful,  yet  fragile 
oreatian,  which  a  Itreath  can  unmake,  as  a  hreath  has 
made  it. 

And  now,  charged  with  the  trust  of  holding  to- 
gether Huch  a  nation  as  this,  what  have  wo  seeo? 
What  do  we  sen  today  ?  Exactly  this.  It  hax  been 
for  many  months  —  yo-ui-si,  I  may  say ;  hwl,  assuredly 
for  a  long  eeason  —  Che  peculiar  infelicity,  say, 
rather,  terrible  misfortune  of  Jhis  countr)'.  that  ibe 
attention  of  the  people  has  been  fixed  without  the 
respite  of  a  moment,  osclusively,  on  one  of  those 
subjects  —  the  only  one  —  on  wliich  we  disagree  pre- 
cisely according  to  geographical  lines.  And  not  so 
only,  but  this  subject  has  been  one — unlike  tarifE, 
or  iutenml  iniprovcint'iits,  or  the  dishnrsenienl  of  the 
public  money,  on  wbidi  the  di»pnle  cannot  be  main* 
tained,  for  an  hour,  without  heat  of  blood,  mutual 
loss  of  raspect,  alienation  of  regard  —  menacing  to 
end  in  hate,  strong  and  cruel  as  the  grave. 

I  call  this  only  a  tcrriblu  misfortune.  I  btauio 
here  and  now  no  man  and  no  policy  for  it.  C'ircum- 
stanccs  have  forced  it  upon  us  all ;  and  down  to  tlte 
hour  that  the  series  of  compromise  measureii  was 
completed  and  presented  to  the  country,  or  certainly 
to  congress,  I  will  not  here  and  now  say,  that  it  waa 
the  fault  of  one  man,  or  one  region  of  country,  ot 
one  party  more  than  another. 

"  But  tlie  pily  o(  it,  UfO  —  Ute  pity  of  It ! " 
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How  iippallinf;  have  been  its  effects;  and  how  deep 
hikI  (laitiiiiiig  will  be  his  j^^iiilt  who  rejects  the  oppor- 
tiinitv  nf  reconcilement,  sim\  coiitinii(>»  this  uccurst'd 
agitation,  without  necesftity,  for  anoihor  hour ! 

Why,  is  there  any  man  so  bold  or  blind  as  to  aay 
he  bflieves  that  the  scenes  through  which  we  have 
been  pasiung,  for  a  year,  have  left  the  Amcricjin  he»rt 
whvre  they  found  it?  Does  any  man  believe  that 
tliose  affectionato  and  respectful  regards  that  attach* 
ment  and  that  trust,  those  "cords  of  love  and  bandit 
of  a  roan  "  —  which  knit  this  people  together  aa  one. 
in  an  curlier  and  better  time,  —  arc  as  strong  to-day 
as  thvy  were  a  year  ago  ?  Uo  you  believe  that  there 
can  have  been  30  tremendous  ad  apparatus  of  influ- 
ences at  work  so  long,  some  designed,  some  unde- 
signed, but  all  at  work  in  one  way,  that  is.  to  make 
the  two  great  divisions  of  the  national  family  hale 
each  other,  and  yet  havu  no  effect  ?  Recall  wliat  we 
have  seen  in  that  time,  and  weigh  it  well !  Consider 
how  many  hundreds  of  upeechea  were  made  in  con- 
gress —  all  to  show  how  extreme  and  intrepid  an  advo- 
cate tho  speaker  could  be  of  the  extreme  Northern 
sentiment,  or  the  extreme  Southern  sentiment.  Con- 
sider how  many  scores  of  thoueanda  of  eveiy  one  of 
those  speeches  were  printed  and  circulated  among  the 
honorable  member 'a  constituents.  —  not  much  else- 
where,—  the  great  ma&Bof  whom  agreed  with  him  per- 
fectly, and  wa.*  only  made  the  more  angiy  and  more 
unreasonable  by  them.  (Consider  what  cahallingH  and 
conspirings  were  going  forward  during  that  session  in 
committee  rooms  and  members'  ehambers,  and  think 
of  their  private  correspondence  with  enttTiirising 
waiters  on  events.    Turn  to  the  American  new^pa|»er 
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pruss,  sect] lur  and  reli^iwua— eveiy  editor  —  or  how 
vast  II  proportion!  tmnsforined  into  «  innnuracturer 
of  miTv  local  opinion  —  local  opinion  —  local  opinion 

—  working  away  at  his  battery  —  big  or  little  —  as  if 
it  were  the  mo^t  beautiful  operation  in  the  world  to 
persuade  one  half  of  tlie  people  how  unrnuonnble 
and  how  odious  were  the  other  half.  Think  of  con- 
ventions sitttn'^  for  scccssiou  iind  disnifuibvniient,  by 
the  wry  tomb  of  Jackson. —  the  "buried  luiijcsty" 
not  rising  to  scatter  and  blast  t1i«ni.  Call  to  mind 
how  many  elections  have  been  holden — stirring  the 
wave  of  the  people  to  its  profoundest  depths  —  all 
turning  on  this  topic.  Kemember  how  few  of  all 
who  help  to  giv«  direction  to  general  sentimenti  how 
few  in  either  house  of  congress,  what  a  handful  only 
of  LHlitors  and  preachers  niid  talkers  have  ventured 
nnywhere  to  brcnthc  a  word  altov«  A  whisper  to  hvish 
or  divert  the  pelting  of  this  pitilesa  storm  ;  and  then 
consider  how  delicate  and  senaitive  a  thing  is  publio 
opinion,  —  how  easy  it  is  to  mould  and  color  and 
kindle  it.  and  yet  that,  when  moulded  and  colored 
And  fired,  not  all  tho  bayonets  and  avtiller}*  of  Bo- 
rodino can  maintain  the  government  which  it  dccroea 
to  perish  ;  and  say  if  you  have  not  been  cncompusiwd, 
and  are  not  now,  by  a  peril  awful  indeed  1  Say  if 
you  believe  it  possible  that  a  whole  people  can  go  on 

—  R  reading  and  escitalde  people  —  hearing  nothing, 
reading  nothing,  talking  of  nothing,  thinking  of 
nothing,  sleeping  and  waking  on  nothing,  for  a  year, 
but  one  incessant  and  vehement  appeal  to  the  strong- 
est of  their  passions,  —  to  the  pride,  anger,  and  feat 
of  the  South,  to  the  philanthropy,  humanily,  and 
conscience  of  the  North,  — one  half  of  it  aimed   to 
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persuade  you  that  they  were  cruel,  ambitioua,  indo- 
lent, aud  licuiittuuH,  uud  thtnvfore  hateful ;  and  the 
otiicr  half  of  it  to  pcrsundo  tlit-m  thai  you  were 
diupcratvly  and  Iiyjiociilii-Jtlly  fniitiUoul  uud  aj^gnts- 
sive,  and  therefore  hfltcful  —  say,  if  an  excitable 
people  can  go  through  ali  this,  and  not  be  the  wnrse 
for  it !  I  t«U  you  nay.  Such  a  year  has  sowed  the 
seed  of  a  hurvcKt,  which,  if  not  nipped  in  tho  bud, 
will  [rrow  to  armed  men,  hating  with  the  hat«  of  tho 
brotliers  of  Thebtiti. 

It  aeema  to  me  as  if  our  hearts  were  chauging. 
Ties  the  strongest,  influeuces  the  sweetent,  seem 
falling  a«imder  ns  smoking  flax.  I  took  up,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  a  religious  m-wfpaper,  published  in 
this  city,  a  k'liding  Orthodox  jMipcr,  I  may  de«cribo  it, 
to  avoid  niiMpprnheiisiion.  The  (irst  thing  wliiuh  met 
my  eye  waa  what  purported  Co  be  an  extract  from  a 
Southern  religious  newspaper,  denouncing  the  Boston 
editor,  or  one  of  his  contributors,  m  an  infidel — in 
jiut  80  many  words  —  on  tlic  ground  that  one  of  bis 
anti-slavery  argumeittK  implied  a  doctrine  inconsistent 
with  a  certain  text  of  the  New  Testaineiit.  Surely,  I 
B^d  to  mj'self,  the  Christian  thus  denounced  will  be 
deeply  wounded  by  guch  misconstruction ;  and  as  he 
lives  a  thousand  inilvs  away  from  slavery,  as  it  really 
does  not  seem  to  be  his  business,  as  it  neitlier  picks 
hLs  pocket  nor  brcakit  hiH  leg.  and  he  may,  tlierufore, 
afford  to  be  cool,  while  his  Southern  brother  lives  in 
tiie  very  heart  of  it,  and  may,  naturally  enough,  be  a 
little  more  sensitive,  he  wilt  try  to  soothe  him.  and 
win  hini,  if  he  can,  to  reconsider  and  retract  so 
grievous  an  objurgation.  No  such  thing!  To  be 
cidlcd  an  infidel,  says  be,  by  this  Southern  Preshy* 
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teriati,  ]  count  a  real  honor '  H«  tliereiijma  ])roc«ecIe 
to  denounce  the  slave-hoMing  South  as  »  downright 
Sodom, —  Ie»ve»  a  prettj-  violent  impUcation  that  hia 
Presbyterian  antagonist  is  not  one  of  its  few  right- 
eous, whoever  else  is  —  and  without  more  ado  sends 
him  adrift.  Tes,  Pellow-(;ilizens,  uiura  tluin  tlu) 
ML'tbodist  Episcopal  Churcli  is  rent  in  twain.  But 
if  these  things  arc  done  in  Uie  green  tree,  what  stuill 
be  done  in  tJie  dry?  If  the  spirit  of  Ohrintianity  is 
not  of  power  tsiifficient  to  enable  its  avowed  profea- 
SOTH  to  conduct  this  di^tputation  of  hatred  with  tem- 
per and  decorum,  —  to  say  nothing  of  charity,  — 
what  may  we  expect  from  the  hot  blood  of  men  who 
omi  not,  nor  comprehend  the  hiw  of  love  ? 

I  have  spoken  what  I  titink  of  the  danger  that 
threatens  the  Union.  I  have  done  so  more  at  length 
than  I  eoiUd  hiivu  wished,  because  I  know  thatt 
upon  the  depth  of  our  convictions  and  the  sincerity 
of  our  nppK-liensious  upon  this  subject,  the  views 
we  shall  take  of  our  duties  and  responsibilities  must 
all  depend. 

If  you  concur  with  me  that  there  is  danger,  you 
will  concur  with  nie,  in  the  steond  plaet,  that  thought- 
ful mi'u  Imvc  something  to  do  to  avert  it ;  and  what 
is  that?  It  iA  nut,  in  my  judgment,  Fclluw-citizens, 
Jjy  stereotyped  declamation  on  the  utilities  of  tlie 
Union  to  South  or  North  that  wo  can  avert  the 
danger.  It  Li  not  by  shutting  our  ey«9  and  care  to  it 
that  we  can  avert  it.  It  iii  not  by  the  fi.ioli.'^li  prattle 
of  "  Oh,  those  people  off  there  need  the  Union  more 
than  wc,  and  will  not  dare  to  quit."  It  is  not  by 
putting  anns  a-kimbu  here  or  there  and  swearing 
that  we  will  stand  no  wore  bullying;  and  if  any- 
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body  has  a  mind  to  disaolve  the  Union,  let  turn  go 
ahead.  Not  thus,  not  thus,  felt  and  acted  that  gen- 
eration of  our  fatherx,  who,  out  of  distmcted  coun»eU, 
the  kcL-n  jeulouiueii  of  Stutvs,  and  a  decaying  nation- 
ftlity,  by  puticuuv  and  lt,*m|>er  a»  udniirable  lu  their 
wisiloni,  ooristTUCtvd  the:  noble  and  proportioned 
fiibric  of  our  federal  sy»t«ui.  "  Oh,  rise  some  other 
fluoh !  ■ ' 

No.  Fellow-citiKens  —  there  is  oometbing  more  and 
other  for  us  to  do.  And  what  is  that?  Among 
other  things,  chiefly  tliis:  to  accept  that  whole  body 
of  nieusuTCS  of  compromise,  as  they  are  called,  by 
which  the  government  has  sought  to  compose  the. 
country,  in  the  spirit  of  1787,  —  and  then  that  hence- 
forward ever)'  man,  according  to  his  measure,  and  in 
his  place,  in  his  party,  iu  his  social,  or  Ids  litcmry,  or 
his  religious  circle,  in  whutevvr  may  be  liia  ttpherc  of 
inlluciicv,  Hft  himself  to  suppreiia  the  further  political 
agitation  of  thi»  whole  xubject. 

Of  these  measures  of  compromise  I  may  say,  in 
general,  thfit  they  give  the  whole  victory  to  neither 
of  the  great  divisions  of  the  country,  and  are  there- 
fore the  fitter  to  form  the  basis  of  a  permanent  ad- 
justment. I  think  ihtil  under  their  opcralion  and  by 
Uiv  concurrence  of  other  ageiicics  it  will  uisuredly 
oorae  to  pa.'Ut,  that  on  all  that  vast  accession  of 
territory  bpyond  and  above  Texas  no  slave  will 
ever  breathe  the  air.  and  I  rejoice  at  that.  They 
abolish  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
ttttd  I  rejoice  at  that.  They  restore  the  fugitive  to 
the  mast4.'r,  —  and  while  I  mourn  that  there  is  a  slave 
who  needs  to  run,  or  a  ma»ter  who  desires  (o  pursue, 
I  Khould  he  unworthy  of  the  privilege  of  addressing 


408 


TUK  I'RESERVATIOK  OF  THE  t'SlOS. 


thiH  assembly,  if  I  did  not  declare  that  I  have  not  A 
abadow  of  doubt  tbnt  coii|;p'os8  hiu>  the  constitutional 
power  to  piiss  ibis  luw  just  as  it  is,  and  bml  no  doubt, 
bfforu  I  liiflfiied  to  tlie  citar  and  poworfii]  arj^umcnt 
of  Mr.  Curtis  to-night,  that  it  wa.t  nnt  of  all  qiiv«tioii 
tbvir  duty  to  past*  some  etftctual  law  on  the  subject, 
and  ihnt  it  i*  incumbent  on  every  nian  who  recog- 
nizett  a  aingle  obligation  of  citizenship  to  assist,  iu  his 
Bpheres,  in  its  execution. 

Accepting,  then,  these  measures  of  consUtutioiial 
compromise,  in  the  spirit  of  Union,  ]«t  us  set  our- 
selves to  Kupprcss  or  mitigato  the  political  agitation 
,  of  slavury. 

And,  in  thejtmt  plaer-,  I  submit  that  the  twogrcftt 
politicjil  parties  of  the  North  aro  called  upon  by  cvory 
conitideratiun  of  patriotism  and  duty  to  strike  this 
whole  subject  from  tlieir  re.speelivc  i^iucn.  I  go  for 
no  aninlgamatioii  of  parlit'^  and  for  the  fomitng  of 
no  new  party.  Hut  I  admit  the  deepest  solicitude 
that  lho»e  which  now  exist,  preserving  their  actual 
organisation  and  general  principles  and  aims— if  so 
it  mu3t  be, — should  to  this  extent  coalesce.  Neither 
can  act  in  this  behalf  effectually  alone.  Honorable 
concert  is  indispensable,  and  they  owe  it  to  tbe 
country.  Have  n<it  the  eminent  men  of  both  these 
great  orgiiuizations  united  on  this  udjustmciit?  Arc 
tliey  not  boUi  primarily  national  partiea?  Is  it  not 
one  of  their  most  important  ati<l  beautifid  u.tes  that 
they  extend  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  our 
land,  and  that  they  help  or  ought  to  help  to  hold  the 
extreme  North  to  the  extreme  South  by  a  tie  stronger 
almost  than  that  of  mere  patriotism,  by  that  surest 
oemetit   of    frieudship,  — common   opinions   on    the 
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^rent  concerns  of  the  Republic?  You  are  a  Dt-iuo- 
entt ;  and  have  you  uot  for  tturty-two  ycurs  in  fifty 
united  with  the  uiiiv«nial  Democnitic  p^irty  Jii  the 
choico  of  Southern  pi-csidents ?  Has  it  not  been 
yonr  function  for  even  a,  larger  part  of  the  last  half 
century  to  rally  with  the  South  for  the  support  of 
the  gencml  admiuistration  ?  Has  it  uot  ever  been 
I  your  boast,  your  merit  as  a  party,  that  you  are  iu  an 

I  iiitt;iiHt;,  and  wvu  charnot^'ristic  (k-;^ri'V,  naliunul  aud 

Unioniitt  in  your  spirit  and   polities,  althonf^h  you 
,  bad  your  origin  in  the  assertion  of  State  rights ;  that 

you  have  contributed  in  a  thousand  ways  to  the 
extension  of  our  territory  and  the  establishment  of 
uur  martial  fame;  and  that  you  follow  the  Sag  on 
whatever  field  or  deck  it  waves?  —  and  will  you  for 
'  thv  sake  of  a  tcinpomry  victory  in  a  State,  or  for  any 

other  oauwe,  insert  an  arliele  in  your  creed  ami  (five  a 
direction  to  your  taotics  which  shall  detaeb  yon  from 
such  companionship  and  unlit  you  for  such  service  in 
all  time  to  come? 

You  arc  a  Whig -^  I  give  you  my  hand  on  that  — 

and  is  not  your  party  national  too  ?     Do  you  not  find 

yonr  fastest  allie:*  at  tlic  South?    Do  you  not  need 

the  vote  of  I^uisiana,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  of  Tenner 

I  see,  of  Kentucky,  to  defend  you  from  the  redundant 

capital,  malured  skill,  and  pauper  labor  of  Europe? 

Did  you  not  just  now,  with  a  wise  contempt  of  sec* 

tional  issues  and  seelionni  noises,  unit*-  to  call  that 

I  bnivf,  firm,  and  goudOi.n  Mas  from  his  plantation, 

H        'and  seat  him  with  all   the   honors   in  the  phice  of 

^m        Washington?    Circumslancea   have   forced   both   of 

^H        these  parties  —  the  Northern  and  the  Southern  divi- 

^1        sions  of  both  —  to  suspend  for  a  Bpacc  the  legitimate 
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objucbs  of  t]ieir  instituUon.  For  a  epaco,  laying  llietn 
usitle,  and  resolving  o»n«vlves  into  oitr  imlividiuL 
CHpacilies,  we  h»%'«  thought  and  Mt  on  nothing  but 
slavery.  'Hiose  cirotimtttancett  exiet  no  longer, — 
and  ah&l]  we  not  inslaoUy  revive  the  old  oreedfl, 
renew  the  old  ties,  and  by  manly  and  honomble  con- 
cert resolve  to  spare  Anicricu  thiit  Inst  culumity, — 
the  formation  of  parties  auconling  to  geographiod 
lines? 

I  maintain,  in  the  teeond  ptae«,  th»t  the  Cox- 
SCIRNCR  of  this  communis  haa  a  duty  to  do,  not 
yet  sdeqaately  performed ;  and  that  is  on  grounds 
of  mond  obligation,  not  merely  to  call  up  men  to 
the  ohedicnee  of  law,  hut  on  the  same  grounds  to 
discourage  and  niu<lify  the  further  agitation  of  tltis 
topic  of  slavery,  m  the  spirit  in  ifhirh,  thm  far,  that 
agitation  hut  Imen  etinduettd.  I  mean  to  iiay.  that  our 
moral  duties  not  at  all  leas  than  our  [Kditical  in- 
terests, demand  that  we  accept  this  compromise,  and 
tlmt  we  promote  tlie  peace  it  is  designed  to  restore. 

FeIlowH:i(iaens,  was  tlierc  ever  a  development  of 
Hheer  fanaticism  moru  uniiwtnicted,  or  more  danger* 
OUK  than  that  which  teaches  that  conttcience  pre- 
BCribes  the  continued  political,  or  other  exasperating 
agitation  of  this  subject  ?  Tlmt  it  will  help,  in  tJie 
least  degree,  to  ameliorate  tlio  condition  of  one  slave, 
or  to  hasten  the  day  of  liis  t-nmncipation,  I  do  not 
believe,  and  no  man  can  he  certain  that  he  knows, 
Bnt  tlie  philanthropist,  so  he  qualities  himself,  will 
say  that  slavery  is  a  relation  of  wrong,  and.  whatever 
becomes  of  the  cfTort.  conscience  impels  him  to  keep 
up  th«  agitation  till  the  wrong,  KOineliow,  is  ended. 
la  lie,  I  answer,  quite  sure  that  s  conscience  enligbt- 
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to  a  coinprchciiHioi)  and  compariHon  of  all  it« 
duties  impels  him  to  do  any  such  thing?  Lt  hv  qiiito 
re  that  that  which  an  Knji^Iitth  ot  Frvuoh  or  Get- 
lAD  plitlaiithroptat  niig)it  in  cnnsoietico  cotinwl  or 
do,  touching  this  matter  of  Southern  ulavery,  tliat 
that  iilso  he,  the  American  philanthropist,  may,  in 
conscictii'O,  L'oiini^el  or  do?  Does  it  go  for  nothing  in 
hix  elhics,  that  he  ntauds,  that  the  whulu  morality  of 
th«  North  stniitix,  iu  a  lolally  difTfiT'iil.  ri-hition  to  the 
comtDunily  of  the  Sonth  from  tliat  of  the  foreign 
propagandist,  and  that  thia  relation  may  poANibly 
•oroewhat  — ay,  to  a  vast  extent  —  modify  all  our 
duties?  Instead  of  hastily  inferring  that,  because 
tbofle  States  are  tirt^  Statet,  yon  ore  bound  to 
meddle  and  agitate,  and  drive  pitch-pine  knots  into 
their  flesh  and  set  them  on  fire,  may  not  the  fact  that 
tliey  are  »i»ter  States  be  th«;  very  rvason  why,  tlioiigh 
others  may  do  so,  you  may  not?  In  whomsoever 
else  thuite  enterpriaei)  nf  an  oifensive  and  aggressive 
morality  are  graceful  or  safe  or  right,  are  yon  quit© 
sure  that  in  you  they  are  either  graceful  or  safe  or 
right? 

I  have  h(?ard  that  u  grvat  statesman,  living  in  the 
North,  but  living  and  thinking  for  the  country,  haj« 
been  complained  of  for  saying  that  we  have  no  more 
to  do  with  slavery  in  the  South,  than  with  slaverj'  in 
Cuba.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  the  sentiment  went 
far  enough?  Have  we  quite  as  much  to  ilo —  I  mcaa 
can  we  wisely  or  morally  assiiint;  tu  do  quite  as  much 
—  with  Soflthcrn  as  with  Cuban  slavery?  To  all 
the  rest  of  the  world  we  are  united  only  by  the  tie 
of  philanthropy,  or  universal  benevolence,  and  our 
duties  to  that  extent  flow  trora  that  tie.    All  tliat 
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such  philanthropy  prompu  as  to  print  or  say  or  do, 
touching  slavery  in  Cuba,  we  may  print,  iwy,  or  do, 
for  whut  I  know  or  cJire,  subject,  I  would  recom- 
tnt-iid,  Ui  thi-  rustrnints  of  coinniun  Ht-nst;,  find  taking 
reaiiitnAble  lIiDUglit  for  our  pergonal  Btfcurity.  But 
to  Ameri<;a  —  to  our  AmirtM,  we  nri;  iiniti^d  by 
another  tie,  and  may  not  a  principled  patriutittm,  on 
the  cteareiit  grounds  of  moral  obligation,  limit  the 
sphere  and  control  the  aspirations  and  prescribe  the 
flights  of  philanthi-opy  itself? 

£i  tlu!  jirtt  plaet,  rumcmWr,  I  cutrcnt  you,  thoton 
eOtuideniti'iuA  of  policy  and  wisdom^  truest  policy, 
pmfoundt'.tl  wisdom,  for  tlie  greater  good  and  the 
higher  glory  of  America  —  for  the  good  of  the  master 
and  slave,  now  and  for  all  generations — yon  have 
entered  with  the  Southern  Slates  into  the  most 
eacred  and  awful  and  trtider  of  all  tlie  relations.  — 
the  rclHtidii  of  country;  and  then-fort',  that  jou  tiuve, 
expnwsly  and  by  implication,  laid  yourselves  under 
certain  restraints;  you  have  pledged  yourselves  to  a 
certain  measure,  aud  a  certain  spirit  of  forbearance  ; 
you  have  shut  youiselvos  out  from  certain  fickls  aud 
higliwaj'8  of  pliilanlliropiv  enterprise  —  open  to  you 
before,  open  to  the  rest  of  the  world  now ;  —  but 
from  which,  m  order  to  hfttow  largtr  and  miyhlinr 
bUtainga  on  man,  m  another  wioy,  you  have  agreed  to 
retire. 

YoH,  we  have  entered  with  them  into  the  most 
eaereil,  salutary,  and  permanent  of  tli«  relations  of 
social  man.  We  have  united  with  them  in  that 
greAt  master  performance  of  human  beings,  that  one 
worle  on  which  the  moralists  whom  I  love  concur  in 
supposing  that  the  Sq^^^Bi^ovemor  looks  down 
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with  ptculinr  eompiaci'Dcy,  the  builiUng  of  a  Com- 
xiiorinvalLli.  Finding  themselves  side  by  side  with 
those  Klalen  some  sixty  yeara  ago  in  this  new  world, 
thirleen  States  of  us  ihfin  ia  alll  thirty-one  to-day, 
—  touching  one  anotlier  on  a  thousand  points, — 
dtfioerning  perfi^ctly  that,  iiiiIesM  the  doom  of  man  was 
to  he  ri-vt-rscd  for  th«ni.  ihure  was  ho  alternative  hut 
to  Iiecnnie  dearest  friends  or  hittereiit  eneniieH.  —  so 
much  Thupydidea  and  the  historians  of  the  beautiful 
and  miserable  Italian  republics  of  the  Middle  Age 
had  taught  them,  —  drawn  together,  also  felicitously, 
by  a  common  speech  and  blootl.  ami  (lie  memory  of 
their  roeent  labor  of  glory,  — our  fathers  (idoptni  the 
conclusion  that  the  bt-sl  iut«re8t«t  of  humanity,  in  all 
her  forms,  demanded  that  wo  shoidd  cuter  into  tlie 
grand,  sacred,  and  tender  relations  of  country.  All 
things  demanded  it, —  the  love  of  man,  the  hopes  o£ 
liberty.  —  all  things.  Hereby,  only,  can  America  bless 
herself,  and  bless  the  world. 

Consider,  in  the  next  place,  that  to  secure  that 
largest  good,  to  create  and  preserve  a  country,  and 
thua  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  man  as  far  as 
that  grand  and  vast  instrumentality  may  be  made  to 
contribute  tn  happinew.  it  became  indispensable  to 
take  upon  themselves,  for  themselves,  nnd  for  all  the 
generations  who  should  follow,  certain  engagements 
with  tliose  to  whom  wo  became  uuiled.  Some  of 
these  engagements  were  express.  Kucb  is  that  for 
the  restoration  of  persons  owing  fler\'ice  according  to 
the  law  of  a  State,  and  Hying  from  it.  That  ia  ex- 
press. It  is  written  in  this  Constitution  in  terms.  It 
was  inserted  in  it,  by  what  passed,  sixty  yeara  ago, 
for  the  momlity  and  religion  of  Mnssatihusetts  and 
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New  England.  Yen;  ii  wtu  writlen  lliore  by  men 
who  knew  their  Hible,  OUl  Teslameiit  and  New.  oa 
Uioroughly,  and  reveienced  it  and  its  DuHne  Author 
and  his  Son,  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  aa  profoundlj 
M  we.  Others  of  those  engiigemeottt,  and  thojsi;  liow 
vast  «Dd  eacred,  were  iin[)liod.  Il  is  not  enough  to 
say  that  the  Coiiistilulion  did  not  give  to  the  new 
nation  a  particle  of  power  to  intermeddle  by  law 
with  slavery  within  its  States,  and  Ujerefore  it  has 
no  sucli  power.  This  is  true,  but  not  all  the  truth. 
No  man  pretends  we  have  power  to  intermeddle  by 
law.  Rut  how  much  more  tliaii  this  is  implied  in 
the  sacred  relation  of  country.  It  i»  a  marriage  of 
more  than  two,  for  more  than  a  fleeting  natural  life. 
"  It  i«  to  be  looked  on  with  other  reverence."  It  is 
an  engagement,  as  between  the  real  parties  to  it,  an 
engagement  the  most  solemn,  to  love,  honor,  cherish, 
and  Veep  through  all  the  agt-s  of  a  nation.  It  is  un 
cngagcnifnt  tht-  most  :wtemn,  to  cultivate  those  afleo- 
tionji  that  shall  lighten  and  perpetnate  a  tie  which 
ought  to  last  so  long.  It  ia  an  engagement  then, 
which  limits  the  sphere,  and  controls  the  enterprises 
of  philanthropy  itself.  If  you  discern  that  by  violat- 
ing tile  express  pledge  of  the  Constitution,  and 
refusing  to  permit  the  fugitive  to  be  restored ;  by 
violating  tlie  implied  pledges;  by  denying  the  Chri*- 
tianity  of  the  holder  of  slaves ;  by  proclaiming  him 
impure,  cruel,  undeserving  of  affection,  trust,  and 
regard;  that  by  this  passionate  and  vehement  i^ 
gression  upon  the  prejudices,  institutions,  and  invest- 
ments of  a  whole  region  —  that  by  all  this  you  are 
dissolving  the  tics  of  country ;  endangering  its  dis- 
ruption ;  frustrating  tlie  policy  on  which  our  fathers 
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created  it ;  and  bringing  into  jeopardy  the  multiform 
and  incalculable  goiMl  whicli  it  wits  deKigned  to  se- 
cure, find  Would  Hccure,  —  tti(.-ii,  whatever  foreign 
philaiitliropy  might  do,  in  xiich  n  i)ri>»pect,  — gmir 
ph  i  Ian  til  ropy  Ir  arrested  »nd  rebuked  by  a  "liigher 
law."  In  this  competition  of  nffectiniii^  Countiy, — 
••  omnea  omnium  ckaritateM  compUctflu,"  the  expression, 
the  sum  total  of  nil  things  mo»t  dearly  loved,  aurely 
holds  the  first  pliice. 

Will  nnybody  isay  tlmt  those  engagements  thus 
taken,  for  tli«»u  cuds,  are  but  "  covoiiunt«  with  hell," 
which  there  U  no  nioi-ality  and  no  dignity  in  kicping? 
From  HUch  desperate  and  shameless  faiialiuisin  —  if 
auch  there  is —  I  turn  to  the  moral  auiitiments  uf  this 
asxemhly.  It  in  not  here  —  it  is  not  in  this  hall  —  th« 
blood  of  Waneu  in  the  chair — the  form  of  Washing- 
ton before  you  —  that  I  will  dffeud  the  Constitution 
from  thf  chargo  of  boing  a  i^^ompact  of  guilt.  I  will 
not  lieiv  dc;foiid  tlm  Cuuventiun  which  frumi^d  it,  and 
the  Conventions  and  jieople  whicli  adopted  it,  from 
the  charge  of  having  bougiit  this  grt-at  hK'.sning  of 
country,  by  immoral  promiBeR,  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  the  observance.  Thank  God,  we  yet 
hold  that  that  transaction  was  honest,  that  work 
beautiful  aud  pure;  and  those  engiigemcntti,  in  all 
their  length  and  breadth  aud  height  and  depth, 
sacred. 

Yet  I  will  say  that,  if  to  the  formation  of  such  ft 
Union  it  was  indispensable,  as  we  know  it  was,  to 
contract  th&ne  engagementa  expres^d  and  implied, 
no  covenant  made  by  man  ever  rested  on  the  basis  of 
ft  sounder  morality.  They  tell  oa  that  although  you 
biivo  the  strict  right,  according  to  the  wtitera  on 
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public  law.  to  tvliom  Mr.  Curtis  has  referred,  to  re- 
store the  fugitive  slave  to  bis  tnastcr,  yet  that  the 
virtue  of  compassion  conunaiids  you  not  to  do  so. 
But  in  orJ«r  to  enable  ounolves  to  do  aU  tb«t  good, 
Wid  uvvrt  lill  that  uvil  • —  boundlvss  and  iniippn-ciable 
botJi —  whicb  wu4io  «iid  avert  by  the  iri»tniitiei>laltt]r 
of  A  Union  under  a  coininoii  goveriiiiient,  may  we  not| 
on  the  clearest  moral  principleft,  agree  not  to  exercise 
compa-tsioii  in  that  particular  way?  The  mere  virtue 
of  conipaAtuon  would  command  you  to  rescue  any 
prisoner.  Hut  the  citizen,  to  tlie  eud  that  he  may  be 
enabled,  and  others  be  enabled,  to  iudulge  a  more 
various  and  useful  compaii»iou  iu  other  uiudes,  agrees 
not  to  indulge  it  prautically  tu  tlwt  mode.  Ts  sueb  u 
stipulation  immoral  ?  No  more  so  is  this  o£  the  Con- 
stitutiou. 

Tboy  tell  us  that  slavurt'  in  so  wicked  a  thing,  tliat 
they  niu^t  pursiK;  it,  by  agitation,  to  its  home  in  the 
Slates;  and  that  if  there  i»  nu  implied  eug^emcDt 
to  abstain  from  doing  so,  it  is  an  engagement  to 
neglect  an  opjKu-tunily  of  doii^  good,  and  void  Id 
the  fnrum  of  conscience.  But  waa  it  ever  heaitl  ol^ 
that  one  nmy  not  morally  bind  himself  to  abstain 
from  what  he  thinks  a  particular  opportunity  of 
doing  good?  A  contract  in  general  restraint  of 
philanthropy,  or  any  other  useful  calling,  ia  void ; 
but  a  contract  to  ab^tuiu  from  a  specific  sphere  of 
exertion  iu  not  void,  and  may  be  wittu  and  right. 
To  entitle  himself  to  instruct  lieathen  children  on 
week  days,  might  not  a  pious  mi^ionary  engage  ncA 
to  attempt  to  preach  to  their  pareuta  on  Sunday? 
To  win  the  opportunity  of  achieving  the  mighty 
good  summed  up  in  the  pregnant  language  of  the 
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pronnible  to  the  ConstUution,  such  good  aa  man  has 
not  ou  tliU  c»rt}i  lieen  muny  times  permitted  to  do  df 
f]rt-Aii>  of,  w«  might  well  siirri'iHlor  tli«  privilege  of 
reviling  the  miutiTti  of  8Iav(>«  willi  whom  wo  must 
"either  live  or  hvtir  no  life." 

Will  the  philanthropist  tell  you  that  there  is  no- 
thing conspicuous  enough,  and  glorious  enough  for 
him.  in  thus  re&iuiiing  from  tiua  agitation,  just  ht- 
caiiKv  onr  relntiotis  to  the  South,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, «rem  to  forbid  it  ?  Ay.  indeed  I  Is  it  even  so  ? 
Ik  Im  morality  of  so  ambitious  and  mounting  n  type 
that  an  effoit,  by  the  excrc-iso  of  love  or  kindness  or 
tolerance,  to  knit  stitl  closer  thv  hearts  of  a  great 
people,  and  thus  to  insure  agw  of  peace ' — of  pro- 
gress, of  vnjoymenl  —  to  so  vast  a  mass  of  the  family 
of  man.  »eemii  too  trivial  a  feat?  Oh,  how  Mlit{>en- 
dous  a  miatake !  What  achievement  of  philanthropy 
hears  any  proportion  to  the  pure  and  permanent 
glory  of  tliat  achievement  ivhereby  clusters  of  cou- 
tigootls  States,  perfectly  organized  governments  in 
themaelvos  e\'ery  one,  full  of  energy,  conscious  of 
strength,  full  of  valor,  fond  of  war,  —  ia-<tead  of 
growing  firet  jealous,  then  hostile,  —  like  the  tribes 
of  Greece  after  the  I'eriKian  had  retired,  —  like  the 
cities  of  Italy  at  the  dawn  of  the  modern  world,  —  are 
melted  into  one,  so  tliat  for  centuries  of  internal 
peace  the  grand  agencies  of  amelioration  and  ad- 
vancement shall  operate  nninipcdcd  ;  the  rain  ajid 
dew  of  Heaven  descending  on  ground  better  and 
Btill  better  prepared  to  admit  tJiem ;  the  course  of 
time — the  Providence  of  God -~  leading  on  that 
noiseless  progress  whose  wheels  shall  turn  not  back, 
whose  con:<ummation  shall  be  iit  the  bnghtness  of 
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tlie  lati«r  day.  \Vii«t  iichittvemcnt  of  innit  11117  be 
compari-(l  with  thU  achievement  ?  Fur  tliv  kIuvo, 
ftloiie,  wliftt  proniittes  half  ko  much?  Aixl  this  iii  not 
glorinua  enough  for  the  ambition  of  [ihilanthropy ! 

No,  Fellow-citizena  —  firet  of  men  are  the  builders 
of  empires .'  Here  it  is.  my  friends,  here — right 
here  —  in  doing  somothing  in  our  day  uml  generutiou 
towardri  ''forming  a  morv  perfect  Union  "  —  in  dcring 
fioiiiething  i>y  litvrdture,  by  public  i^pei-cb,  hy  !<ut)nd 
indu.-*lniit  poli<>y,  hy  Uie  careful  culturt^  of  fratvrnal 
love  and  regard,  by  the  intercourse  of  buHinefte  and 
frieudHhip.  by  all  the  means  within  our  command  — 
ill  doing  something  to  leave  the  Union,  when  we  die, 
stronger  than  we  found  it,  —  here  — here  is  the  field 
of  our  grandvet  dutie:9  and  higliest  rewards.  Let  the 
grandeur  of  such  duties,  lot  the  splendor  of  suob 
rewartU,  Mufliev  u».  Let  thcin  nrconciio  and  constrain 
u«  to  turn  from  that  e(|u!voL-al  philanthropy  wtueh 
violaW*  contracta,  wliich  traniplt-s  on  law,  which  con- 
founds the  whole  subordination  of  virtues,  which 
counts  it  a  light  thing  thtt  a  nation  is  rent  asunder, 
and  the  swords  of  brothers  sheathed  in  the  bosoms 
of  brothers,  if  thus  the  chains  of  one  slave  may  be 
violently  and  prematurely  broken. 
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I  AM  gratified,  beyond  tfa«  power  of  language  to 
express,  by  your  kiiKltiosw.  Ry  tliis  throiigiiiiif  audi- 
ence I  a.m  even  more  giatified.  In  this  alone  I  hnjie 
I  see  the  doom  of  the  geographical  party.  U  would 
have  been  a  thing  portentous  and  mournful,  if  eom- 
niercial  not<fun  hatl  not  thiia  poured  itself  into  this 
Hall,  to  duclaro,  by  itfi  fon  ihouBantl  voices,  ugainst 
the  first  nicusnro  tending  practically  and  with  a  real 
menace  to  a  sciwratioii  of  the  Sutist  ever  yet  pre- 
Hented,  or  certainly  in  our  lime  presented,  to  the 
judgment  nr  the  pajr«ious  of  the  people  of  Amerii>». 
Who  should  be  of  the  eailiesL  to  discern  and  of  ihe 
wisest  to  decide  Ihe  true  great  question  of  the  day  ? 
Did  anybody  suppose  that  your  intelligence  could 
not  sec  what  it  [proposition  Uy  organize  the  people  of 
this  country  into  (wu  gi'cat  geographicnl  parlies  must 
come  to,  if  successful?  Did  anybody  supjHisc  that, 
sei'ing  thiH,  you  would  help  it  on,  or  fall  iislecp  upon 
it?  You,  the  children  of  the  merchant  piince!*,— 
you.  whose  profession  of  cotnmeroe  and  arts  give  you 
bo  know  and  feel,  with  a  sort  of  professional  coa- 
scioiisuess  and  intensity,  our  republic  to  be  one. — 
one  and  undivided;  one  and  indivisible,  let  us  say, — 
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you,  whose  hearts,  abroad,  ycl  untravelled,  have 
sometimes  leaped  up  when  you  hav«  se«n  the  nuliaiit 
flap,  biirniiij;  on  the  WAKte  sea,  along  the  de»)late 
mid  distant  i^iukI,  beneath  unfamiliar  con^tteltatiotts ; 

—  and  when  you  h«re  felt  your  country's  gi-eat  arm 
around  yon,  were  you  expected  to  !»  indiffuront 
li|>on  a  prop(Ktit4on  to  rend  her  iuto  two  preat  rabid 
{actions,  or  to  be  cheated  into  n  belief  timt  there  was 
no  Hueh  projin^ition  before  tlie  country  at  all  ? 

Thank  (iod,  tbis  aigbt  diApeU  both  branehcs  of 
tluH  misapprehension.  The  city  la  here,  all  right  nnd 
straight  out  I  Commerce  is  here !  Commerce,  in 
whoso  wHUt«,  on  whose  call,  tbe  Union,  this  Union, 
under  thi*  Ounstitufiuti.  began  to  be;  Commerce 
that  rooked  the  cradle  is  here,  —  not  to  follow  the 
hearse,  but  to  keep  off  Iho  murderer;  or,  if  iJiey 
prefer  it.  to  keep  off  the  doctor! 

The  arts,  tlie  industry,  of  civil iiialion,  of  intel- 
lect, and  of  th«  people,  are  here  ;  they  to  which  the 
inine8  and  wheat'fivKU  and  cottfin-groumi:*  of  a  boun- 
tiful and  common  countiy  anpply  that  raw  material 
which  they  give  back  in  ahapes  of  use  and  taste  and 
beauty — they  are  here;  —  they  who  celebrated  tiie 
establishment  of  the  government  by  long  proue«sloiia 
of  tho  tindes,  by  mutiio  and  banuvrs.  and  thanksgiving 
to  Cioil.  —  winging  itigellier  as  morning  slara  over  tho 
n»ing  ball,  for  the  hope  of  a  future  of  rewarded  labor 

—  tliey  are  here  to  bear  witness,  that  tho  prayera  of 
the  fathers  have  Iwren  graciously  heard,  and  to  re- 
member and  to  guard  tliut  instrumentality  of  coustitn- 
tionul  union,  to  which,  under  Ms  goodness,  they  owe 
all  these  things.  Ay,  and  the  etiaritie^  the  philaa- 
thropy.  tlio  humanity,  that  dwell  iu  the»e  honies  and 
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hettrts,  nj9  here  to  make  their  protect  against  the  tirat 
*tep  tfi  moral  treason — charities  that  love  all  human 
kind  ;  yet  are  comprehended  all  and  enfolded  in  the 
dear  namv  of  country,  ■ — pliUuulhixipy  and  liuninnity 

—  not  »]iu»inodic  not  tavHge,  not  the  ■.-old  }ihi-<i«L'  of 
ihu  politician,  not  fa\'poeritical.  not  irapatieiil.  IxiL 
jn^ti  viav,  eorabining.  working  with  —  not  in  spite  of 

—  the  will  of  the  Iltgbest.  sowing  the  seed  with 
tears,  with  trust,  and  committing  tlii.'  harvt-tit  to  the 
eterniil  years  of  God  —  these  aru  here.  Ves,  we  are 
all  here.  We  com«  to  ratify  the  ratification.  Wc 
ooiDS  tio  say  to  our  t-xcellent  rcjin-sirT;tatires  in  the 
late  C«nv«iition,  agnin  and  again.  Wvll  dono,  good 
and  fiiithful  I  We  come  to  enga^  our  Iwsarty  sup- 
port mill  otir  warmest  good  wislivx  for  the  sucwss  of 
tliv  candidates  they  have  nominated,  evt^ry  man  of 
them.  We  come  to  declare  that  upon  trj'ing  otir- 
selveti  by  all  the  approved  tests,  we  are  perfectly 
mttisfied  that  wc  arc  iilivc ;  that  we  arc  glad  we  are 
alive,  luneo  lh«rc  is  work  to  <lo  worthy  of  us;  that 
we  prefer  to  i-emain  fur  ihe  present  Wings!  Consti- 
tutional Whigs!  MoAiiachuiiettR  Whigs!  Fitneuil  Hall 
Whigs!  Daniel  Webster  and  Henry  Clay  Whigs!  — 
that  we  have  no  new  party  to  clioosc  to-night ;  that, 
when  we  have,  we  shall  chooitu  any  otlivr,  ay,  any 
other,  than  that  which  draws  the  black  line  of  phys- 
ical and  social  geography  across  the  ehanned  surface 
of  onr  native  land,  and  finds  a  republic  on  one  side 
to  lore,  and  nothing  bnt  an  aristocracy  to  be  "  ab- 
horred" and  "avoided"  on  the  other!  Take  any 
»bft]>e  but  that!  Wv  ooiue  to  protest,  with  all  pos- 
itiblv  vmphaxtK  and  solemnity,  agniost  the  iriauguru- 
lioD,  OS  they  call  it,  of  the  parly  of  the  sectionit. 
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We  my  tliut  for  niir  objoct  wliicli  constitutional  [)»• 
triolisni  can  approve,  such  »  jiaity  is  iu>ele«ii.  We 
say,  that  for  its  own  avnwetl  al>jectii,  if  it  )ias  any 
Spticific  and  delinile  objects  which  are  conxtiUitional 
and  just,  it  is  uselesH.  We  my,  that  if  defeated  in 
its  attempt  to  get  poHgession  of  the  imtioiiul  f^vern- 
inent,  the  niciv  struggle-  wit)  iiiHiiru  the  triumph  of 
that  very  ndmiiiisliittinn  on  which  it  »cviiw  to  make 
war;  M'ill  uialce  the  fortune  of  certain  local  dcalen 
in  poIiticH;  will  agitate  and  alienate  and  t4.-nd  to  put 
anunder  whom  God  hath  joined.  We  hold  that  if  it 
stio\iM  succeed  in  that  utti>mpt.  it  would  he  the  most 
tcrrihle  uf  public  cnlamities.  I,  for  one.  do  not  be- 
lieve that  Uiis  nation  could  kenr  it.  I  urn  not,  it  is 
true,  quite  of  the  mind  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
who  daivd  to  tell  an  assembly  iti  Miiine,  not  many 
days  iiince,  tlint  there  is  now  no  union  between  ttt 
and  the  South ;  that  the  pretended  Union  is  alt  nier&> 
trietous;  that  there  is  no  heart  in  it;  that  Russia 
does  not  hate  England,  nor  England  itu6»ia,  more 
ihiin  the  men  of  the  North  and  the  men  uf  the  Soutb 
liutc  eiicli  other.  Tin;  allegation  i«,  I  think,  yet  un- 
true ;  the  pleasure,  the  apjiarent  pleasure  and  exul- 
tation with  which  he  nttered  it,  is  nothing  less  than 
awful  I  But  yet,  when  we  keep  in  view,  as  ever  we 
must,  the  graud  and  uuttlterable  conditions  and  pe- 
culiarities of  the  American  national  life:  the  capital 
fact  lying  undcrncuth,  thut  we  arc  historically,  by 
constitutional  law,  and  to  a  vast  practical  extent,  a 
mere  neighborhood  of  separate  and  sovereign  8tate&, 
united  practically  by  a  written  league,  or  more  accn- 
ralely,  by  a  government  holding  only  a  few  great 
powers,  and  touching  a  few   large  objects ;   united 
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beUer,  perhapH,  »o  far  as  united  at  nil.  by  the  mora! 
ties  of  blood  and  race,  a  cominoR  flag,  the  memory  of 
eoinmoii  (langers,  tti«  lierilugo  of  tv  common  glory  ;  — 
united  thus,  partially  by  that  subtilu  t-wicncu  of  na- 
tionality, the  coiis(^iun>ciic)«  of  unity,  the  prido  of 
unity,  —  itself  a  itpirit  of  recent  cr«itinn,  requiring 
atUl  to  be  solicited,  to  he  reinforced,  to  be  diffused ; 
having  regard  to  those  inBtruinentnlities  and  influ- 
ences, moral  and  phjsiral.  which  encompass  iitt  ever 
and  endanger  ul^,  and  especially  to  the  consideration 
that  besides  the  eciitrifiipal  tendencies  of  sovereign 
States,  inipelling  tlR-ni  ever  apart,  there  is  a  line,  ^ 
a  dark,  dark  line,  —  almost  a  fissure  in  the  granite, 
whose  imperfect  cohesion  can  scarcely  resist  the  va«t 
weight  on  either  side;  —  ivcolleoting  these  things, 
and  red illec ting,  loo,  how  ninch  more  than  by  ntaaon 
or  pnblio  virtue  or  their  true  inleresta,  men  are 
moved  by  anger,  pride,  and  foi-ce,  in  great  civil 
crises, — in  any  way  we  eun  survey  it,  we  cannot 
possibly  fait  to  see  that  thu  process  of  forming  such  an 
organiKatiou,  and  its  influence,  if  completely  formed 
and  fully  in  action,  would  compose  a  new  and  disturb- 
ing element  in  our  system,  which  it  La  scarcely  able 
to  encounter,  and  to  which  no  wise  man  and  genuine 
Unionist  would  not  shudder  to  see  it  exposed. 

Why,  look  at  it.  Hero  is  s  stupendous  fabric  of 
srehitccturv ;  a  castle  ;  ii  eapitol ;  suppose  tlte  cupitol 
at  Washington.  It  is  a  fortress  at  once,  and  a  temple. 
The  great  central  dome  swells  to  heaven.  It  rests 
grandly  on  ita  hill  by  it9  own  weight  kept  steadfast, 
and  seemingly  immovable  ;  Titan  hands  might  have 
built  it ;  it  may  stand  to  see  the  age  of  a  nation  pasa 
by.    But  one  imperfection  there  is ;  a  seam  in  the 
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marble ;  a  fluw  in  tlio  truo  :  u  break  sau%«lf  visible, 
yt't  u  rtr»l  vprlicu!  futsiirv,  luirtiiif;  by  Hit  iiii|'frc«p- 
tiblf  opening  front  tup  to  fouiKiiition  the  wiiolu  in 
two.  T)i«  builder  mw  it.  nnd  f^uardvd  itf^iiiist  it  as 
well  an  he  might;  tliase  wUo  followeil,  tn  n-iKiir,  wilJi 
{HOU3  and  skilful  handa^  tned  by  undcr]iiuiimg,  by  lat- 
eral HUpport.  by  biittrens  and  buttre^H  allentately,  to 
hold  the  disjointed  sides  in  contact.  Practically,  it 
was  becoming  less  forniidable ;  the  moss  was  begin- 
ning to  conL-cul  it.  even  ;  and  here  comes  a  wurkmua 
who  proposes  lu  knock  out  the  well-planned  lnt«raL 
supjHtrl-s  lunsvii  llio  uiulorpinning  of  the  eiidi<>,  dig  a 
yawning  exciavntion  under  both  nf  tliem,  and  then 
set  on  each  the  mountain  weight  of  a  frowning  and 
defiant  dnme  of  its  omi.  IXiwn  the  huge  pile  topples 
in  an  hour.  Small  eompt^naaUon  it  id  tJiat  the  arulii- 
tect  of  ruin  finds  his  grave,  too,  beneath  it ! 

It  is  to  do  what  we  may  to  scatter  this  organiea- 
tiun  in  its  beginnings  that  we  arc  hero  to-niglit.  lb 
is  for  this  opportunity,  chiefly,  that  the  Whigs  o£ 
M».«.Miohiisetu  are  ubi«oItitcty  ghiil  that  they  are  alive. 
True,  we  !*eek  also  t^  redeem  Ma.-uiac)initettit.  That 
last  legislative  year  of  all  sorts  of  ignoraiioe,  and  all 
sorts  of  folly,  and  nil  sorts  of  corruption ;  not  dignified, 
but  iimde  hHiefiil  siitt  shameful  by  a  small  and  mean 
mimiery  of  treason,  withal  —  we  would  blot  it  all  out 
from  oni'  |irou<l  ann»U  for  ever.  The  year  which 
dc«;rt*'ii  WuHhlinni,  sligliled  the  Coun;feI>i  of  Clifford, 
struck  a  feeble  hut  malignant  blow  at  tlie  judicial  ten> 
nre.  nnllilied  a  law  of  the  I'nion,  constitutional,  if 
the  Constitution  is  constitutional,  —  we  would  forget. 
Let  it  not  conio  into  the  number  of  our  months.  la 
fact)  lot  us  talk  uf  something  else. 
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Yes,  Whigs  of  BonUtn  ami  Mitsmichusctts  1  We 
strike  at  higher  gamr.  It  is  (jfCiiiMi;  the  vxpcrimiTit 
now  inukiiig,  whvllii-r  iv  seclioufil  piirty.  mvrging 

id  ovfiridiiig  nil  otliL-rs.  in  [MMKilile  ;  wh«l]ier  camli- 
dMisi  for  llie  presifieiicy  wliall  optjnly  eleution^r  for 
t]ii\l  ofIic«,  hy  advocating  tlie  forrnalion  of  hucIi  a 
parly,  and  not  fle«  th«  iDanUin^  cup  of  honors,  to 
which  they  are  reaching,  daahed  to  their  feet  by  the 
indignation  of  the  whole  country  —  it  is  because  this 
experiment  is  making  to-day.  that  we  feel  that  wa 
have  a  duty  to  do,  Who  of  us  knou's  that  it  is  not 
his  last  civil  hibor  ?  Who  of  us  does  not  feel  that  if 
it  were  so,  our  noblest  lahor  were  oiu  hist  ?  Were  it 
even  so.  what  si<;^iifies  it  whether  wu  jiersonally  and 
politically  sink  or  swim  —  live  or  die — survive  or 
perish  I  Woidd  not  that  ho  a  bright  piiK^e  wherein 
the  historian,  aft«r  having  reconlctl  in  the  funuvr 
chillers  of  hi.t  book  the  long  anteee<1ents  of  the 
Whigs,  —  that  they  held  the  government  of  this  good 
old  State,  with  stnnll  exception,  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century ;  that  the)'  hold  it  long  enough  to  einlwdy 
their  [xilitics  in  official  state  papers  ;  on  the  stattitu 
book :  ill  public  speech ;  through  their  aceredited 
piiew;  in  the  previtiling  tone  and  ni.ixiiii»  of  public  life ; 
long  enough  tn  »e«  tho»e  politics  hear  rich,  praiitioal, 
autnninal  fruibt ;  that  while  they  held  power,  popular 
education  was  improved  ;  the  instrumentalities  of  in- 
teroDiirxe  of  all  parts  of  the  Slate  with  each  oilier, 
and  with  the  States  beyond,  were  multiplied  and 
perfected,  and  the  universal  industrial  prosjicrity  of 
the  people  advanced  by  the  ri;ft>rniing  hiinil,  reform- 
ing wisely;  that  thij  sentiment  of  obedience  to  law, 
popular  or  unpopular,  while  law,  of  observance  of 
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order,  of  tlio  (tiipremacy  of  tlie  national  ConsUtutinn, 
within  it.t  limitf  aver  th«  Slate,  and  of  the  State  con- 
stitution over  the  legislature ;  of  the  practieabiUty 
and  the  necessity  of  reconciling  and  performing  nil 
political  duties,  uot  one,  nor  linlf,  but  all,  —  that  thia 
vcnliinoiit  was  taught  and  was  prHctiKc-il ;  lliat  liberty 
of  consciffiioc  wiis  held  KactiMl  ;  that  the  right  to  be 
represented  equally  in  the  government  of  the  Slate 
was  recfgniited,  and  thought  to  I»e  wlained  in  the  Cou- 
Rtitntion  as  belonging  to  every  human  being,  because 
such,  inhabiting  her  soil ;  that  they  held  even  good 
laws  powerless,  uiid  a  government  of  liiws  impossible) 
if  not  interpreted  and  aduitiiistcred  by  judj^  as  im> 
parlittl  IIS  the  tut  of  huminiity  will  admit,  and  helped 
to  be  so  by  the  tenure  of  iitdo|i»ndcni.'o  of  the  «bb  nnd 
flow  of  parly;  that  nl  though  vvcr  they  hoxstfil  lobe 
«  bniueh  of  n  national  Whig  eonneetion,  and  »»  such 
held  a  creed  of  natioual  politioa.  combining  a  policy 
of  peace  ivitli  houor,  industry  pr<:)tected  by  wise  dis- 
erimination,  improvement  of  the  great  natural  agen- 
cies of  intercoUFne,  a  provident  and  liberal  imd  i-tutcs- 
manlike  adrainistmtion  of  the  public  domain,  —  a 
creed  on  which  wise  and  good  men  of  every  State,  in 
large  niimberi«,  sometimen  by  large  majorities.,  were 
vith  them;  although  tltey  held  this  creed  of  union, 
they  yet  left  tJiemselves  wholly  free  to  cherish  and 
act  ou  the  local  sentiment  of  slavery ;  that  they 
opposed  it*  extension  by  their  press,  by  their  vote,  by 
public  debate^  ifc»  extension  by  annexation  of  Texas* 
iind  CubtL,  and  by  repeal  of  the  compromise,  and  that 
their  greatt^st  and  best,  all  who  represented  them,  did 
so  ever  up  tn  the  limits  of  the  CoustitutioD  and  an  hon- 
est statesmanship,  and  paused  reverentially  there  t — 
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would  it  not  be  a  glorious  pngo  on  wkicti,  »ftvr  con- 
clwluig  thu  detail,  hu  should  record  that  tlivir  laat 
organic  act  wa»  to  meet  the  dark  wave  of  llit^  ti<le  of 
soutionali^m  on  the  litrand,  breast  high,  Aiid  roll  it 
back  u[>on  its  deptha  ;  ay,  or  to  he  buried  under  itt 
Wonid  not  that  be  higher  than  to  follow  the  advlcu 
of  one.  once  of  ua.  who  counsttli,  the  Whigs  to  luiiruh 
oat  of  the  field  tnth  all  the  honors  ?  Yc*,  we 
reject  tlie  word  of  comnmnd.  Wv  will  not  inaivli 
out  of  th«  fitild  »t  all.  We  will  vtuiid  jn^t  whtrre  we 
are,  and  defend  thotii-  honorx  and  add  lo  them.  Per' 
h«p»  we  may  fall.  That  were  l>ett«r  than  the  flight 
he  advises;  to  fall,  and  let  our  recorded  Iiouots 
thicken  on  our  graves.  Tliat  were  better  tlian  flight ; 
but  who  can  tell  that  there  are  not  otlicn*  higher  to 
be  won  yet?  LaureU  farther  up  ;  more  jireeious  — 
less  perishing ;  to  be  won  by  more  heroic  civil  duty, 
and  the  austci-er  glory  iif  more  self-oacrifice.  Be 
thmc  ungathured  lunrcls  our»  to  reap! 

But  it  occurs  to  me,  that  I  have  boon  a  Uttlo  too 
fast  in  a?^-(iiniiiig  that  yonr  mimU  are  alreudy  all  made 
up  not  tn  join  this  geographical  party.  Let  us  then 
paiuto.  and  inspect  the  thing  a  litlle.  Let  us  do  it 
under  a  threefold  diweetion.  See  then,  first,  exactly 
what  it  is  to  be ;  what,  if  completely  formed,  it  Li  to 
be.  Second,  what  good  it  will  do.  And,  tbii-d,  what 
evil  it  will  do  ;  what  evil  the  process  of  forming  it 
will  do :  what  evil  it  will  do  iiftor  it  is  formed.  First, 
what  is  it  to  be,  when  funiicd  ?  Exactly  au  organiza- 
tion of  all  the  people  of  the  free  Stales,  if  tlicy  can 
get  all,  if  not,  majorities  of  all,  into  a  political  party 
proper,  to  oppose  the  whole  i)eople  of  all  tlie  slave 
States,  organized  into  just  such  anotli^'r  association 
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Upon  lh<!  Hingie,  hut  broad  and  fertile  topic  of  slaveiy. 
Into  this  organization,  on  one  aide  and  the  other,  every 
other  party  is.  if  po»»iil)le,  to  be  mei^d  ;  certainly  by 
tlitM  one,  every  other  is  to  be  out-voted  and  vKiiqiiishiMl. 
Tliiit  promising  and  huppy  imnsiiiDuiHtion,  rotirk  you. 
i»  to  bo  K  foUtiral  party  proper.  It  \»  not  to  l>e  A 
pitblJo  opinion  on  iilAvery.  It  in  not  to  be  a  publio 
o[^nion  agaiiint  slavery.  It  in  not  to  be  a  mere  uai- 
vcrsal  personal  eonviction  of  every  man  which  he  may 
carry  «-ith  him  into  all  hiii  political  dutiee  and  rela- 
tions, and  bind  up  with  his  Democratic  opinions,  or 
Whig  opinions,  or  Native  Ainericitn  opinions  ;  — tlmt 
is  not  it,  at  all.  It  is  to  be.  und  act,  as  a  politiiml 
party  properly,  twbnioally,  and  with  tremenilous  em- 
phattis  8o  called.  It  \*  to  fill  itfTiw,  make  laws,  gov- 
ern great  Stat^  govern  (Ik-  nation;  and  to  do  this 
by  the  one  tiingle  t«!tt  of  what  is  called  opposition  to 
slavery;  on  the  one  singlo  impulsti  of  bate  and  dread 
of  the  aristoc-racy  of  the  South,  by  which  slavery  ia 
maintained.  To  carry  out  this  opposition,  to  breathe 
forth  this  hate,  and  this  dreud  in  action,  it  Uvea; 
it  huliU  it«  couventionK,  »uj>ports  it«  pnrss,  Hrlccts  its 
candidat4^,  prescribes  their  creed,  cx>iid(ict8  its  eleo- 
tioiK-cring,  and  diret^tji  every  act  ihal  it  does  and 
every  word  that  it  spi'aks.  And  now,  when  you  con- 
sider how  prodigious  un  agency  in  a  repnblio  a  fluslted 
and  powerful  piirty  is  at  the  best ;  when  you  remem- 
ber what  it  has  done  to  shame  and  scare  away  liberty 
from  her  loved  haunts  and  home  by  the  blue  .£froaa, 
or  beneath  the  snimy  skies  of  It.-ily  ;  when  you  con- 
sider how  party,  as  the  geitei-al  fact,  u  »\\ra  to  fnna 
and  guide  that  public  opinion  which  rulea  the  world; 
bow  it  grows  to  be  "  the  madness  of  the  many  for  the 
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benefit,  of  the  few  ; "  wheu  you  cnnftider  that  to  win 
or  rt'taiii  ttiv  general  voice,  nil  the  ability  this  organic 
zntioii  can  [Km^'^ibly  coinmaud  will  be  enlisted  and 
{uiid:  that  it  will  offer  office  to  the  ambitious,  sjioi)» 
to  the  greedy,  the  dear,  delicioiu  uidulgeDce  of  bis 
one  single  idea  to  tbv  walut.  strung  in  fuilh,  fiiTL'« 
and  ntin-on-  tu  h\»  ei'ced;  to  ibi-  Hi^ntimi'iitidiift  and 
litt/rateur,  ibe  ootnipting  jintine  of  a  forwigu  [n-es*  ;  to 
a  distempered  aikd  unmeaning  ]>)iilanthi'oj>y,  the  cure 
of  one  evil  by  the  creation  of  ten  llioiisand ;  me<litat- 
ing  on  these  things,  you  attain  to  some  conception 
of  what  thi»  jiiirty  in  to  be. 

And  now  wliat  good  is  it  to  do?  And,  first,  wliat 
on  earth  is  it  going  to  do,  anyhow?  It  is  formed,  we 
will  Miy.  It  ha:t  trium}>hed.  It  ba»  got  [lowt-r  in  tb« 
free  Stalea.  It  has  got  the  genf  i-ul  government.  It 
lias  chosen  its  president.  It  hiu  got  n  majority  io 
both  hiiiiscs  of  congreiis.  The  iiiinority  are  a  body  of 
!•€ p rest- n tilt ive*  of  Gbiveholdcns.  And  tlioy  Imvc  met 
in  the  great  ohambera.  What  to  do?  Xow,  it  is 
^reed,  on  all  hand^^  that  in  regard  to  what  thoy  are 
to  do  ns  a  party,  on  any  subject,  bniiian  or  divine,  out- 
ride of  tlaveiy,  we  know  no  more  than  if  they  wt-rv  ho 
many  men  let  down  in  so  many  l>a»ketrt  from  the  clouds. 
As  a  larty, — and  tljcy  gained  power  as  a  party,  they 
ate  to  rulfi  um  nx  a  party  ;  —  but  as  a  party  they 
Boiemnly  adjui'O  that  thoy  bold  no  opinion  on  any 
tiling  whatever,  on  any  thing  but  slavery.  They 
spread  their  arms  wide  open  to  every  humor  of  the 
human  mind ;  to  all  the  forms  of  seiute  and  nonsense ; 
to  more  irreconcilable  and  belligerent  teinporH  and 
politicH  tlian  ever  quarrelled  in  a  nu-nagerle  ;  U>  mt-n 
of  war  and  men  of  peace ;  tij  the  friend  of  annexiilion, 
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if  ho  CUD  find  free  soil  to  annex,  as  joa  nuiy,  in 
Caiinilii,  and  tli«  enemy  of  Any  more  areu ;  to  proteo- 
tioiiiHU  ami  fiTV  traik-re ;  men  of  slm-I,  *ml  men  erf 
iBTgf.  con  St  nut  I  ion,  niiil  men  nf  no  comitnuuion  at  all ; 
tempennce  men  and  anti-temperance  men ;  the  advo- 
cate often  bourn  of  labor,  the  advocnte  of  twelve, — 
in  short,  they  make  n  general  bid  fur  every  upiiiiun 
on  every  thing,  with  the  ple<lge  of  the  party  to  each 
and  all.  that  if  they  will  mar  with  a  enmmon  consent) 
and  make  a  Balisfaotory  huUnhaloo  on  slavery,  every 
man  of  them  shall  have  a  £sir  chance,  and  no  privi- 
lege, and  everybody  may  enact  every  thing,  if  ho 
can. 

And  now,  in  the  name  of  all  common  sense,  in  (he 
whole  hLjtor^'  uf  elective  govern  me  i]t,  wiui  a  free  peo- 
ple ever  called  on  to  commit  power,  the  whole  vast 
enginery,  the  whole  tliiinder  of  the  Slate,  to  anoh  a 
ruler  as  thisl  Slavery,  they  do  say.  they  will  oppose, 
right  uiid  left :  but  what  other  one  maxim  of  govem- 
nent  they  will  udopi,  state  or  national ;  what  one 
law.  on  what  one  subject,  they  will  \ttxn»;  what  one 
institution,  or  one  policy  of  the  falhera  they  will 
iijinre  ;  what  one  sentiment  they  will  inculcate ;  what 
one  glory  they  will  priiw  ;  what  of  all  that  government 
can  cause  or  cure,  they  will  eausv  or  cure  or  try  to 
—  we  have  no  more  to  guide  us  than  if  Ihcy  were  an 
encampment  of  a  rai*  never  seen  before,  poured  by 
some  populous  and  unknown  North,  from  her  froten 
loins!  How  nind,  hmv  contemptible  to  deliver  our- 
selves over  to  euch  a  veiled  enthuj:iia:«t  as  this  I  Bet- 
ter the  urn  and  tite  lot  of  Solon  —  better  ihc  fantastic 
chances  of  hcrediUrj-  descent,  a  thousand-fold. 

Well,  on  their  one  single  tpteiaUy  of  slaverr,  what 
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to  do?    And  I  R»v  that  we  have  not 
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one  particle  mope  of  evidence  wfuit  specific  tliiiip,  or 
what  tiling  in  gctieial  they  tnenn  to  do  on  slavi-rj',  than 
on  uiiy  .tiling  clso-  I  do  say  this,  however,  that  those 
Iion«i«t  tiieii,  who,  in  th<.^  Mtnpliuity  of  their  heart6> 
have  synipniliiui-d  with  this  iifW  party  in  the  hope  of 
having  iht;  Miiii^oiiri  CnmjiiinuiMe  restored,  havu  not 
one  particle  of  asaurance  that  they  would  do  it  if  they 
tjonhl ;  or  that,  if  they  could,  tliey  M-ould  refit  there,  or 
within  half  the  globe  of  it.  Ix>ud  they  are  in  their 
reprohation  of  ttic  repeal.  So  are  we  sdl !  But  is 
it  a  restoration  tliey  seek?  No,  nothing  so  Uttlo. 
When,  a  few  days  ago,  a  respectable  Whig  gentle- 
man presented  liimself  at  one  of  their  meetings,  and 
being  invited  to  speak,  began  by  saying  that  they 
were  ail  thtre  to  unite  for  the  repeal  of  the  repeal, 
thvy  hissed  liiin  incontinently.  Lci>s  discourteously  in 
the  manner  of  it,  ijHile  un  nntKpiivocally  tlicy  have 
set  forth  in  terms  the  most  explicit,  in  the  addre.s8  of 
their  convention,  that  the  restoration  of  the  ('ompro* 
niisc  of  1820  is  not  what  they  desire.  What  are  they 
to  do.  then,  if  they  win  power  ?  Either  nothing  at  at! 
which  Wbiga  could  not  do,  and  would  not  do,  if  a 
viiK  and  largv  st«(ei«  man  ship  permit  it;  or  they  bring 
on  a  ronfliot  which  »i-panUe»  tho  8lul«it.  Nothing 
at  all  which  we  would  not  do,  if  our  fidelity  lo  tho 
OonstitiiUoQ  would  allow  tut,  or  that  which  under  the 
Cotitititution  cannot  be  done.  Nothing  at  alt.  or  juat 
what  their  agitation  from  1S35  to  this  hour,  has  ao- 

keompliKhed,  —  rivet    the    iron   chainn  of    Uie  alave, 
loose  tlie  goldvn  handa  of  the  Union.     So  much  for 
the  good  it  will  do. 
But  now  surrey  the  evil  it  would  do.    We  cannot. 
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of  couise,  foreknow  exactly  what  it  would  do,  if  it 
oould,  nor  bow  luudi,  vxactljr,  it  could  do,  if  it  would. 
We  CHUbot  know,  in  oilier  wonls,  cxuctly  wWre  or 
wh«n  or  liow,  if  il  iittaincd  iIk;  wliole  ]iower  tltat  it 
seeka,  it  would  bring  on  the  final  strife.  But  one 
tiling  we  know,  that  they  c-uimot.  by  possibility,  po 
tJiruugli  ihe  process  of  nioroly  and  twinptetcly  organic 
ing  such  a  jiurly  but  by  vUkboratvly  niid  «arefully  train- 
ing (J)p  mi'ii  on  thi.-ii  itidtf  of  thi^lr  lino  to  "abhor"  and 
"  avoid  "  tliv  m4>ii  on  lliti  ottitn*.  The  basb  of  the  or- 
ganization ia  reciprocal  nectional  hato.  This  ia  the 
Dentiiueiit  at  bottom.  This,  nnd  nothing  else.  To 
form  and  hi>>^ht(.-n  llii» ;  t^)  furtify  and  jiwtify  it;  to 
show  tJiat  it  is  moral  and  nec«sitary  And  brave,  the 
whole  vast  enginery  of  party  tacticH  i»  to  be  put  in 
request.  If  the  ingenuity  of  hell  were  lacked  for  a 
device  to  alienate  and  reud  asunder  our  immature 
and  artiftc-ial  uatiotudity,  it  could  devise  nothing  so 
ffftutuiil ! 

I  take  my  stand  here  !  I  resist  and  deprecate  the 
mere  attempt  tn  fonn  the  party.  I  don't  expect  to  live 
to  Nee  it  succeed  in  itn  grasp  at  power.  I  am  sure  I  hope 
I  shall  not,  hut  I  see  ihu  attempt  making.  I  think  I 
see  the  dreadful  influence  of  «uch  an  Atlempt.  That 
iniUii^nce  I  would  expose.  Woe  I  woe  I  to  the  euwer 
of  such  seed  as  this  t  It  may  pcritih  where  it  falls. 
The  God  of  our  fiitliers  may  withhold  the  early  and 
latter  rain  and  the  dew,  uud  the  giuin  may  die  ;  but 
voo  to  tlto  hand  that  daiv^  to  xcattvr  it. 

Painful  it  i»  to  see  some  of  whom  a  higher  hope 
might  have  been  cherished,  ou  motives  anil  tvith  vicu'a 
I  dare  say  satisfiictory  to  themselves,  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  such  a  Ihing.     In  looking  anxiously  out  of 
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017  own  nb»o1ut«  n-tiivniGnt  from  every  form  of  pub- 
lie  life,  to  observu  liow  the  movers  of  Urn  new  party 
ro«ftii  tft  urge  it  )i|>nn  tii«  people,  what  topicH  thejr 
mean  to  eniploj'.  what  aiiiui  they  mean  to  propOMf 
and.  above  all,  what  tone  and  spirit  tltey  mean  to 
hreathe  ami  Hpre&d,  and  what  influence  to  cxi>rt  on 
the  evt-tiuiml  piuwionn  ur  thi-  national  M'iitjmcnl«  of 
our  country  —  I  have  hail  occa»oi)  to  read  something 
of  their  Bp<ikeu  and  written  exhortations  —  this  in- 
aaguration  eIo(jueiice  of  tiectionatiHm  —  and  think  I 
comprehend  it.  And  what  work  do  they  make  of  it? 
Ye»  —  what?  With  what  impression  of  yonr  coon* 
try,  your  whole  eounti^-  —  lliat  i»  the  true  tc^t  of  a 
party  platfonn  and  n  jwrty  ap{>cal — do  you  rise  from 
listening;  to  the  preachers  of  this  new  faith?  What 
lesson  of  duty  to  all,  and  of  the  claims  of  all,  and  of 
love  to  all,  has  it  taught  you  ?  Does  not  our  America 
seem  to  lose  her  form,  her  color,  her  vesture,  as  you 
read?  Does  not  the  magic  of  the  raetamorphasi« 
oome  on  her? 

"  Itrr  ■pifiii  flint. 

Ilrr  bloomiing  clicrk*  uauinc  «  paltiJ  leint, 

And  icMi'ep  licr  (orm  rcmiin*." 

Doea  it  not  seem  as  if  one  half  of  the  map  were 
hlotted  out  or  rolled  up  for  ever  from  yonr  eye?  Are 
yon  not  looking  with  perplexity  and  pain,  your  spirit* 
afl  in  a  dream  all  bound  up,  upon  a  different,  another, 
and  a  smaller  niitivr  land?  Where  do  you  find  in 
this  liudy  of  di.s<;ourse  one  single  recollection  that 
North  and  South  compose  a  common  country,  to 
which  our  most  pious  affections  are  due,  and  our 
whole  service  engaged?  Where,  beneath  this  logio 
and  this  ritetoric  of  seotionalisni.  do  you  feel  one 
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throb  of  a  lit:«rt  capAcious  of  our  whole  America? 
The  deep,  full,  buiiiing  tide  of  American  feeling,  so 
hanl  to  counterfeit,  so  hard  to  chill.  doeH  it  once  f^lad- 
(Icii  und  glorify  ttiis  inuugiirutiuii  uiitlory  kihI  these 
i nil II t^n ration  ceremonies?  Is  not  the  kvy-uot«  ciC  it 
nil,  that  the  iiliivelioldcr^  of  the  South  are  an  aristoc- 
racy to  he  "  ahhorrect "  and  "  avoided ;  "  that  tlwy  aro 
insidiouit  and  dangerous;  that  they  are  underniiniug 
our  republic,  aud  are  at  all  baziii-ds  to  be  i«8iHt«d? 
Do  they  not  inaugumte  the  new  piu-t\-  on  the  baiua  of 
reciprocal  Imte  anil  reciprocal  fewr  of  section  to  sec- 
tion? Hear  the  nhnrp  ami  st^-in  luf^iu  uf  one  of  these 
omtttrM :  —  "  AriBlocTHOy,  tlimvigh  nil  hazards,  is  to  be 
abhorred  and  avoided.  Hut  a  piivileged  cliUM  are 
sure  to  become,  nay,  arc,  an  aristocriiey  alrciidy.  The 
local  Southern  law,  and  the  national  Coiii^tilution, 
make  the  silaveholdera  a  privileged  cla.<«8.  Tliey  are, 
therefore,  an  arifttocracy  to  be  abhorred  and  avoideil." 
Such  is  the  piercing  key-note  of  his  speech.  Ti)  tbia 
he  sets  Ilia  whole  music  of  dificord.  To  this  ha  would 
set  the  whole  iinisir  of  llie  iiext  presidential  canvaas. 
To  this,  the  lens  of  thou-tands  of  tiie  free  States  are 
to  march.  "  Abhor  "  and  "  avoid "'  the  aristocracy  of 
tlio  South  I  Organize  to  do  it  the  betterl  They  are 
insidious  and  dangerous.  They  are  undermining  re- 
publican liberty.  March  to  defend  it !  Ay,  march, 
were  it  over  the  burning  marl,  or  by  the  light  whiob 
the  tOEsing  wave  of  the  lake  caKts  pale  and  dreadful. 
"  I  might  show,"  the  same  orator  procec^U,  "  that 
Uie  Constitution  is  wrong  in  thiiA  conceding  ta  a 
privi!eg«d  class.  I  might  show,  a  priori,  that  such 
a  class  would  be  dangerous.  I  choose  rather  to  tvach 
you  8o  to  read  the  history  of  America,  tiiat  you  sluiU 
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find  tte  one  ^r«at  Xesaon  will  be  hatrad  »ud  drend  of 
thtf  nrijitoorncy  of  the  8outli,  for  its  coiiduct  even 
inorw  thftti  for  its  privileges."  Ami  so  he  unrall»<  the 
map,  and  opens  the  record,  lie  traces  tlie  mii'acu- 
loua  story :  he  tnic«s  the  mirnctiloiu  f^>wth  from  ths 
birthday  of  the  Constitution,  and  from  tiiu  elraiteiiod 
marj^in  of  the  old  thir1«iin  States,  throtigh  all  the 
scries  of  cxpiinsiou, —  the  Bcqiiisition  of  Loniuana. 
nml  the  adoption  of  that  StAte  into  the  Uiiiou ;  the 
«nepewiv(t  uiloptiori,  «l«o,  of  KentuoJiy,  Tennexsec, 
KliioiLiKippi,  AlabHiua,  ntid  Misitonri;  th«  annexntion 
of  Florida  and  Toxn:*  and  ('alifornia,  —  a  growth 
in  fifty  yearn,  from  a  narrow  heritage  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Alleghany,  and  the  npting-heads  nf  the 
Connecticut  and  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Mary's  in 
Oeorgiu,  to  the  dimoni-ionK  uf  Roman,  of  Kuminn,  of 
Anatie  bound knsncsN,^  ihU  he  traces  aerotui  tlie  Alle- 
ghanioH,  ooross  tlie  inij^crial  valley  and  the  Father 
of  Rivers,  through  the  opened  portals  of  the  Uocky 
Mountains  to  the  shores  of  the  great  tnmijuil  ski  — 
ay,  and  beyond  these  shores  to  richer  dominion  over 
the  coniinerce  of  the  Ea:^  to  wliicli  it  opens  a  n<r»'  and 
neaixjr  way  —  this  niujoslic  serit'S,  our  glory,  our  shame, 
he  run«  over ;  and  th«  one  single  lesson  he  gathera  and 
preatthfttt  from  it  in,  iJiat  the  aristocracy  of  the  South  is 
aa  iniiidious  and  dungei-ous  and  undermining  in  pnictioe 
as  it  is  thKatening  a  priori;  that  w«  should  "abhot" 
and  "  avoid  "  it,  for  wlial  it  has  done,  as  well  as  for 
what  the  Constitution  und  the  law»  secure  to  it. 
This  is  the  lesson  of  the  History  of  America.  As  he 
studien  the  map  and  reads  tlie  history,  so  is  thv  new 
party  to  do  it ;  so  are  the  fathent,  uud  no  are  the 
children  of  the  free  States  all  to  read  it ;  it  ia  to 


486 


SPEECH  LV  FANEUIL  HAM,. 


tuacli  tli«m  all  one  dull  leitson,  mid  to  sound  in  tlieir 
«us  one  Miiglc,  driMry,  aiid  monntotintbi  wHrning. 
Thp  Hiinoxatinn  of  I^uwiana,  tlie  master-work  of 
JeR'ciftoii,  miles*  you  say  th^  l>eolaration  of  Inde- 
pendence is  his  n)a»ter-work ;  the  nnneXAtion  of 
Floridft.  by  treaty,  for  whit^h  John  Quincy  Adanut 
ncfjuirfcl  no  just  a  fame,  and  which  Kti)>u1ate8  for  the 
incorpumtiun  of  its  tiihubitjiiits  into  thit  Union ;  the 
victorips  of  Palo  Alto,  Monlcrey,  ItiiPiia  VIjiIh,  nnd 
Contrenw,  whit-li  i-ruwned  thi;  arms  of  Anutriea  with 
a  lm<tre  impemhahle.  although  they  could  not  vindi- 
cate.  to  juiitire  and  history,  the  administration  or  the 
politics  which  hrought  on  the  war,  nor  the  Free 
SoUera  of  New  York,  whose  tactics  caused  the  eletj- 
tjon  of  that  administration:  this  expansion,  so  stu- 
pendous—  this  motion,  bilent  and  resistless,  of  all 
the  currents  of  national  Iwing  towards  the  setting 
8un  —  like  that  of  our  astronomical  system  itself, 
towards  the  distuiit  consteUation  ;  this  all  is  to  kiu- 
dl«  no  amotion,  to  inspire  no  duty,  to  inculcate  no 
truth,  hut  lo  "  abhor  "  and  "  avoiil "  the  aristocracy, 
whose  rapacious  use  or  insidious  fahrio»tion  of  opjior- 
tunity  so  strikingly  illustrates  the  folly  of  the  Cou- 
Ktilution. 

Oh  !  how  soothing  and  elevating  to  turn  from  this 
to  the  meridian  brightncMx,  the  descending  orh.  the 
whole  clear  day.  of  our  immortal  Webster!  How 
aweet,  how  instructive  to  hantj  agiiiu  on  the  lips  now 
imite,  still  speaking,  whose  eloquence,  whose  «-isdoni, 
were  all  given  ever  to  his  whole  America  I  How 
grand  to  feel  again  the  heat  of  the  gn-at  heart  which 
could  enfold  us  all !  He  saw,  too,  and  he  deplored 
the  spread  of  slavery.     He  marked,  and  h«  resinted 
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the  frenzy  of  llic  politics  by  which  tlie  theu  adiniuis- 
tmliuu  gwve  il  so  viut  an  tinpuliHi  by  unacxiug  Texas 
and  making  war  with  Mexico.  Ho  had  Hurvcycd  — 
no  man  hod  »o  deeply  dune  it  —  tht  growth  of  his 
conntry  from  the  rock  of  Plyinuuth  and  thv  pciiinsul* 
of  Janiei^town  to  th«  western  nea.  Km  did  he  think  it 
judt  to  trace  it  all  to  the  i^gi-eKi>ive  Hpii-ic  of  the  aris- 
tocracy  who  hold  slaves?  Could  hia  balanced  and 
gigantic  intelligence  and  his  genuine  patriolinin  have 
been  brought  to  believe  and  to  teach  that  the  single 
(Icsii-e  to  find  a  new  Geld  for  slavery  to  till,  has  in 
fifty  yount  tranrifoniii-d  a  strip  of  Dea-coast  into  a 
uatiunul  domain  lar^r  than  Eurojw? 

Is  nothing  to  bt;  iiseribcd  lo  the  neceasities  of  na- 
tional liiluatioit  and  thu  opportunities  of  natiaiiaJ 
glory ;  notlmig  to  the  sober,  t^llectivo  judgment  of 
the  people  of  all  tlie  sections ;  nothing  to  the  fore- 
sight of  Honi«  great  nion — like  Jefferston  and  John 
Quincy  Adams  —  who  loved  not  slavery,  nor  th« 
expansion  of  the  area  of  slavery,  but  who  did  love 
their  country  dearly  and  wisely,  and  knew  that  that 
evil  would  be  more  than  com[icnsatod  by  the  exceed- 
ing good  ;  nothing  to  u  difTused,  vehement  ncilional- 
ily,  brave,  ambitions,  couHcious  of  a  mighty  strength, 
burning  to  try  ils«lf  against  the  ix-sijitanee  of  fm-cign 
uoiilact,  and  liiiding  on  itH  West  and  Snuth-wt-.xt 
border  no  equal  force  to  hold  it  back ;  nothing  to  the 
bliiidneifs  of  mere  [larty  tactics  and  the  power  of  a 
jiojiular  administration  ;  nothing  to  the  love  of  glory, 
and  contention,  and  danger  which  flumes  und  revels 
in  the  adolescent  national  heart?  Is  it  all  mere  and 
sheer  negro-brecdiug  and  negro-selling  that  has  done 
this?    More.    Is  nothing  to  bv  ascribed  to  the  in> 
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fluence  of  Nortliern  aggreMiioti  against  8l&Yer>',  pro- 
voUng  by  an  eternal  law  a  Southern  rally  for  its 
defence  and  propaRnliou  ?  llavc  these  grvnt  rcudera 
of  our  histury  for|{otU-u  ibut  tm  fur  buck  a«  1806,  ns 
1601.  tbe  press,  some  influential  portions  of  lite  pnws 
of  u  larf^  politicitl  party  ut  th«  North,  b«gaiL  to 
denuuiici-  ibo  i4i;etiou  and  revlection  of  Jfl1'ci>on  ua 
triumph  of  Uiv  ulave  power ;  tlie  acqoiitition  of  Louiat 
ana,  that  ab»olnt«  neceeuty  of  nur  peac«,  hnw  much 
niure  of  our  ({rentnesa,  88  another  triiunph  of  the 
filave  power ;  that  this  form  of  Bectionulism  already 
BEsailed  tlie  slave  representation  of  the  Cuniititution. 
and  trifd  to  strike  it  out ;  that  it  bore  ite  [jart,  a 
large  part,  iuilaining  New  England  to  tbc  nmu»ure 
of  the  Hartfoni  Convention!  that,  hushed  lu  silvnce 
by  the  fervid  flood  of  nationality  vrhivh  swept  the 
couQtryat  th«  vlose  of  a  war,  breathing  into  iw  the 
full  Hntl  in»piration  of  American  life,  it  awoke  again 
on  the  applieation  of  Jlii^ouri  for  admiesion :  tliatt 
silenced  once  more  by  that  adjiietmeuts  a  few  years 
later  it  took  on  the  more  virulent  type  of  abolitiou- 
isni :  and  fn)ni  tliat  moment,  hvlpud  on  by  ths  general 
progress  of  the  age,  it  tiw  never  eeasud  for  an  hour 
to  make  war  on  thi^>  institutioiid  of  the  South,  to  a»- 
ftail  Ibo  niotiv«»,  and  arraign  the  con^oieneo  of  tite 
filave-holder;  to  teach  to  "abhor"  and  to  "avoid" 
hiin,and  dennnncv  the  Uninit  a.t»  compact  with  livU? 
Is  il  not  possible  titat  a  juirt  of  what  they  call  the 
aggresftive  spirit  of  slavery  may  be  reaction  against 
our  own  aggression?  May  it  not  be,  that  in  this 
recrimination  of  the  eections,  and  in  the  judgment 
of  history,  there  may  bo  blows  to  take  as  well  as 
blows  h>  give  ?    That  great  man  whose  name  I  have 
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spoken.  couM  tee,  nnil  h«  dare<1  to  ndniit.,  the  errors 
of  both  soi:tioii«.  In  thme  erroiH,  in  Uii^  very  Iiat« 
au()  this  very  (iread  which  the  new  party  would 
orgitiiise,  he  Haw  the  aupreme  danger  of  hU  cnuiitry. 
To  correct  those  errors,  to  allay  that  dread,  t«  turn 
that  hate  to  love,  was  the  auMimc  aim  of  his  last  and 
nobleiit  tabor.  "1  am  looking  out,"  he  sutd,  "nut 
for  my  own  security  or  safety,  for  I  am  looking  out 
for  no  fragment  on  which  to  fioat  away  from  the 
wreck,  if  wreck  there  must  be,  but  for  the  good  of 
thu  whole,  and  the  preservation  of  all.  I  »peak  to* 
day  for  the  Union  !  Hear  me,  for  my  eauHc!  "  He 
could  not  have  abandoned  himtielf,  he  ne%'ej-  saw  an 
lioiir  in  which  he  could  have  any  more  abandoned 
liiniM>lf  to  thitt  gloomy  enterprise  of  sectionalism, 
than  Washington  could  have  done  it,  stooping  from 
the  pathos  and  grandeur  and  parental  love  of  the 
Farewell  Addross ;  than  the  louder  of  Ismcl  could 
have  done  it,  as  he  stood  lu  that  lust  honr  on  I'lHgali 
and  surveyed  in  virion  the  wide-spread  tenW  of  the 
kindred  tribes,  rejoicing  together  in  tiie  peace  and  in 
the  light  of  their  nation '^  Ciod.  O,  for  an  hour  of 
such  a  life,  and  all  were  not  yet  lost. 
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SPEECH   "ON   THE   POLrnCAl,  TOPICS   NOW 
PROMINENT   BEFOHE  THE   COUNTKY." 

UELIVKBKD  AT  LOWELX,  MASS,.  OCIVBeK  »,  Wl 


1  HAVE  accepted  ygur  tuvitatiun  to  this  hall  with 
pleiitiurc,  —  ultliuu};li  it  Uplcasiiru  nut  uuatti3U<l«»I  hy 
paiu. 

To  mtiiit  yon,  Fello\v-citiw:n8  of  Lowell  and  of 
Middlfsox,  between  whom,  the  larger  luinibiT  of 
wlioiit,  aiid  myself,  I  may  hope,  from  the  tenn^  of 
the  call  under  which  you  assemble,  there  w  tiomo 
Bymjijithy  of  opinion  and  feeling  on  the  "  political 
topics  now  prominent  before  tlic  community;"  to 
HMiet  mid  coafc-r,  however  briefly  and  imperfectly, 
on  the  condition  of  onr  country,  and  the  dutira  of 
thorte  who  oiijuve  only  to  be  good  citixen-s,  tiiiil  are 
inquiring  anxiously  what  in  tliat  humble  yet  retspon- 
Bible  character  they  have  to  do  —  to  meet  timsi,  and 
here  —  not  us  politicians,  not  as  purlittaufl,  not  as 
time-«erveni,  not  a»  oflicc-8eekvr»,  not  as  foUowera 
gf  a  multitude  because  it  is  a  niullitude,  not  as 
Wctionaliats.  but  as  i^oua  and  daughu-rs  of  our  united 
and  inherited  America;  who  love  her,  JilJally  and 
fervently  for  Iiei-self;  our  own  —  the  beantifttl,  the 
endeared,  the  bounteous;  the  imperial  and  geut-ral 
Parent! — and  whose  hearts'  desin;  and  prayer  to 
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God  t3  only  to  know  liow  n-«  shiiU  eerve  her  best, — 
thin  it)  a  pleasure  and  a  privilvgu  for  wlticb  t  shall  be 
very  long  and  v«?ry  deeply  in  your  debt. 

And  tiiui  pleosiue,  there  Li  heie  mid  itow  iiutliinj; 
to  alluy.  Differing  as  we  have  done,  soniu  of  us, 
lliroiijjh  Imlf  our  lives;  differing  as  now  we  do,  and 
wbiill  liiTi-afU-r  do,  on  iue£uii>,  on  dfUiU,  on  cituneii  of 
the  vvil,  ou  tuon.  on  non-cKsODtinls — non-eeiientinU  I 
would  »»y  in  to  far  us  tlic  demands  of  these  must 
tugged  and  eventful  timts  are  conoerncd  —  I  tbiuk 
tliat  on  the  qtie«tioi),  what  h  Uie  true  Uhuc  before  us 
uud  the  (capital  danger  we  have  to  meet ;  on  lbi».  and 
on  all  the  larger  ideas,  in  all  the  nobler  oniotiunM 
which  ought  to  Bwell  the  heart  and  guide  the  votes 
of  true  men  to-day — tluough  this  on«  Kljarp  iiiid 
dark  hour  we  shall  stand  together,  shoulder  to  nlioul- 
dvr.  tliough  we  have  never  done  bo  before,  and  may 
never  do  ho  nguiii. 

1  infer  tlii»  from  ibv  language  of  your  invitation, 
'Hie  welcome  witli  which  you  Imvc  mot  mu  allows 
me  to  expect  so  much.  The  place  we  meet  in  gives 
assurance  of  it. 

If  there  is  one  spot  of  New  I-]ngland  earth  rather 
tJian  another,  on  whose  ear  that  strange  niiiiiic  of 
discords  to  which  thoy  are  rallying  the  files  —  a  little 
iwttllcrod  and  a  little  Hinching,  thank  God  I  —  of 
their  Geographical  party  —  must  fall  like  a  tirc-bell 
in  the  nigbti  it  is  here;  it  is  in  Middlesex  ;  it  is  in 
Lowell  I 

If  thi.s  attempt  at  combining  Stat«s  against  State.i 
for  tint  posseasioii  of  the  goveniment  has  no  danger 
in  it  for  anybody,  well  and  good.  Let  all  then  sle«p 
ou,  and  take  their  I'est.     If  it  has  danger  for  anybody, 
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tar  you,  Fellow-citixviig  of  l>owcll,  more  ihaii  for  Aiij- 
of  New  KiiglaiKl  or  as  niuoh,  it  has  that  danger. 
Wild  tit'eil.-'  ihe  Union,  if  you  do  not'/  Who  should 
have  brain  aiid  livart  vnoiigh  to  oomprebend  and 
employ  the  nieauh  of  keeping  it.  if  not  you?  OUiera 
may  b«  rnionii^ts  by  chance  ;  by  fits  aud  starts;  ou 
the  lips;  UnionitiU  when  noting  more  exc-ittng.  or 
tnnre  showy,  or  more  prolituble,  vasts  tip.  You  are 
Unionists  by  profirssion ;  L'nionists  by  nocc^ity ; 
UnioniBte  ulwayit.  Otlii-rs  inny  firi<i  Vermont,  or 
M!t»Nichiii»'t4»,  or  Nvw  Hiini|>»liire,  or  Rhode  Island, 
lurgf  uniJiigli  for  them.  Vnn  need  the  whole  Uniled 
Continent  over  which  the  flag  waves  to-day,  and  you 
need  it  governed,  within  the  limits  of  the  actual 
OnnHlitution,  by  one  supreme  will.  To  secure  th»t 
viLst  and  tliat  indispensable  maiket  at  home ;  to  com* 
mand  in  the  least  degree  a  stendy,  uniform,  or  even 
occnsioniil  prok-ctiun  uguinHt  the  n^'duodaut  capital, 
matured  skill,  panpvr  lubur.  and  dbbinj;  and  falling 
priors  of  the  Old  World  at  pi-aoe ;  to  enable  the 
looniM  of  Ann^ricii  to  clothe  the  teeming  millionit  of 
America,  —  you  need  a  regulation  of  commerce,  uni- 
form, one,  the  work  of  one  united  mind,  which  shall 
dniw  along  our  illimituble  const  of  sea  and  lake, 
between  the  uuiverBal  .\meiioaii  i-nee  on  one  side, 
and  all  Ihe  rest  of  mankind  on  the  other,  a  line,  not 
of  seclusion,  not  of  prohibition,  but  a  line  of  ifeeurity, 
and  d  iHc  rim  i  nation  —  disc  rim  ioBtion  betweeu  the  raw 
material  at  lea.tt  and  the  competing  product  —  8  liuo 
of  social  and  indn^lriul  hoiinilury  behind  which  our 
intutcy  may  grow  lo  manhood;  our  weakness  to 
sti-ength;  our  ""p'^ntice  hand  "  to  tliat  skill  which 
shall  hang  out  the  lamp  of  beauty  on  the  high  places 
of  our  wealth,  aiid  our  power,  and  our  liberty  I 
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Tc8,  t]iU  vou  need ;  »m\  vou  kiiow  how,  and  whcrt, 
joii  cat!  have  il. 

How  iterfeotly  our  8pnugiit|;  Mid  ytit  iiiitnatun; 
nianiit'acturing  ami  mecIiuiiii-Mi  iiitvreats  in  1788  dis- 
cerned this  need,  and  with  what  deep.  i-va.s<iiinl>le, 
passiooata  enthuiuaeni  they  celebrated  Ihi^  adoption 
of  the  Conatituiion  which  held  out  the  promiwe  of 
meeting  it  I  I  know  very  well  tliat  all  good  men  ;  all 
far-ricuirig  men ;  all  largc-bmincd  and  large-heartfid 
iiieii  wen;  ghtd  that  day.  I  i-vcall  that  grand  and 
exultant  exclamation  of  one  of  them:  "Il  u  doue ; 
we  Iiavt!  beeonie  a  nation."  But  even  then  it  Hccmvd 
to  some,  more  ttuin  to  others,  tlie  duwn  of  a  day  of 
good  things  to  come.  If  yon  turn  to  that  proceiitition 
and  that  pageant  of  industry,  in  I*iiihid(;l|>hiii,  on  tlie 
4th  of  July,  1788,  —  that  gran<l  and  atTtrctiug  cJra* 
matio  action  through  which,  on  that  nuigniticent  stage 
as  in  n  theatre,  there  were  repn-si-nte*!  the  sublime 
joy,  and  the  sublime  hopes  with  wliieh  the  bosom  of 
I'ennsylvnnia  was  throbbing.  —  then  and  thus  I  lluuk 
you  seem  to  see.  that  while  the  Cuiistiluttun  promi^'d 
glory  and  happiness  to  idl  our  America,  it  was  to 
Uic  labor  of  America  thv  very  breath  of  life.  We 
hear  it  wiid  that  it  watt  far  trade  —  foreign  and 
domestic.  lai;gely  —  tliat  the  new  and  more  perfect 
tintoii  vras  formed,  and  that  is  true.  Very  tit  it  was 
tluii  in  that  gorgeous  day  of  national  emblems,  the 
silver  Delaware  sJiouid  have  shown  forth  prominently 
—  decorative  and  festive  —  to  announce  and  wtdcome 
{cum  nil  her  m!ut-hoa<U  the  rising  orb  of  Ainorican 
COiunicrcu.  Yet  was  there  one  piece  in  the  jviTform- 
MtCB  opening  a  still  wider  glimpse  of  il«  immense 
utilities  and  tuuehing  the  heart  with  ft  finer  umotiou. 
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That  targe  "stage  borne  on  the  camaga  of  tbe 
Manufacturing  .Society,  thirty  feet  in  length,  on 
which  carding  tu^-hities.  and  spinning  uuivhiiics  und 
wvuving  machines  nvrc  tlisplitying  thi-  vaiioux  nianu- 
fac-turo  of  cotton,  was  vii-wofi,"  imya  an  ey^-wilues*, 
*•  with  astuniithinenl  mill  delight  by  ewry  lipeclator." 
**  On  timt  stage  was  carried  the  emblem  of  the  future 
treulth  and  independence  of  our  ixiuniry."  In  that 
precious  fonu  of  induHtry  in  which  the  harrofit  of 
Soiitlieni  »unA  and  the  labor  of  Xortlieru  haudx  and 
brains  may  meet  to  produce  a  fabric  for  all  iiatiotui  to 
pnt  on, —  the  iiiduHlry  of  rcaHuii,  and  of  the  )ieopie, 
—  "in  thnti"  says  he^  " is  a  bond  of  union  more 
powerful  thau  any  one  clau««  of  the  Constitution.'" 
In  the  motto  ou  that  ciii'rmgc.  "  May  the  Union  gov- 
eniuicnt  protect  tJie  niaiiiifHVturcj!  of  Amema,"  read 
the  tiopes  and  the  net^-iwitieii  of  this  labor.  Such  still 
is  your  prayer ;  i^iieh  your  right ;  as  with  the  father* 
Ko  with  tlie  childivn!  May  that  same  I'enuByl vautik 
which  ao  celebrated  tlw  a<ioption  of  the  CotulitutioD 
perpetuate  it  to-ilay !  Wheresoever  else  the  earth 
may  itbake.  and  tlu>  kt^cpen;  and  pillarii  of  the  house 
may  tremble  und  bow  tlicmselvcK,  let  the  keystone  of 
the  national  iircli.  intniKted  to  hold  it  agairmt  thti  sky, 
ftbuid  faac  in  itn  place  of  strength  and  hcaiity  for  ever ! 
Pardon  me  if  I  have  seemed  to  find  in  the  tnerc 
inleretti  of  Lowell  a  reason  why,  if  there  is  a  danger, 
you  should  bv  the  first  to  discern  and  first  to  meet  it. 
I  turn  from  the  int«r«st»of  Lowell  to  the  mem<me»oS 
Middlesex  ;  and  I  Ibid  in  them  at  least  usau ran cc  that 
if  there  h  a  danger,  your  eye  will  see  it  and  your  4!»r 
catch  it  as  far  and  aa  quick  as  the  old  Minute-tiwa 
saw  the  midnight  signahi  in  the  belfrys,  and  canghl 
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tUi;  low  midniglil  <lrum-bcat.  Surely,  surely,  that 
iiuinortal  lioaHt  »f  Webster  \rill  bo  yoiiis,  "  Where 
American  lilwrty  raised  its  first  voice,  and  where  its 
youth  vr-M  nurtured  and  RUtitainetl,  there  it  still  lives, 
in  the  ntreiigth  of  its  mnnhood  and  full  of  it«  origirml 
opirit.  If  discord  and  disimiun  shnll  wound  it>  if 
pnrty  strife  and  blind  anibitiun  lilmll  bsn-k  nt  und 
tear  it,  if  folly  and  madness,  if  unvnxiiiLVw  under 
salutary  and  n«ce»sary  rotntint,  fliiill  niK^eed  in 
BGparaling  it  fixini  tbe  Union  —  by  which  alonv  its 
exiatenc«  in  made  Kure  — it  will  stand,  in  the  end,  by 
the  Aide  of  that  cradle  in  which  its  infancy  waa 
rooked;  it  will  stretch  forth  its  arm  with  whatever 
of  vigor  it  may  still  retain  over  the  friends  who 
gather  around  it;  and  it  will  fall  at  last,  if  fall  it 
must,  amidst  the  proudeat  monunienta  of  ita  own 
^ory,  and  on  the  very  spot  of  its  origin."  Yes,  it 
was  here,  that  the  jVmcrienn  people  bc^^an  to  be,  and 
the  American  nniioii  was  born  in  n  day.  There,  on 
the  lIHh  nf  April ;  there,  on  tbe  ITth  of  June ;  on 
that  narrow  gi-een  ;  beyond  that  little  bridge ;  on 
those  heights  of  glory ;  there.  —  even  as  the  cloud  of 
battle  parte<]  and  the  blood  of  your  fathers  was 
sinking  into  the  ground  —  the  form  and  faces  of  tbe 
old  thirteen  coloniiw  passed  away,  and  the  young 
Republic  lifted  his  forehead  from  tbe  "baptism  of 
fire;"  tliD  old  provincial  flags  were  rolled  up  and 
dieappciii'ed  its  u  scroll,  and  the  nidiant  banner  by 
whirh  the  United  America  is  known,  and  shall  be,  for 
a  tliouKand  years  of  bistor)-,  known  to  all  the  world 
u  one.  was  handed  down  from  tbe  sky.  Here  at 
least  shiUl  not  tbe  clir^mcmberment  of  that  nation 
begin.  Here  at  least  the  fii^st  star  sball  not  be  erased 
from  that  bauuer! 
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No,  FcJIow-cilfaen*  of  Middkiwx.  They  inaj  pei 
SiijkIu  j-oii  that  there  iit  ih)  (Jiiiigcr  in  what  ihey  ute 
tloing;  they  »my  p»'r»uailv  yow  th«t  a  coinhination  of 
sixt««ii  StAte.s  to  wnt>t  the  }>nitfieiuiioii  oi  the  govern- 
ment from  th«  ntlier  tifWen  is  all  right,  all  safe,  and 
all  iie<:cs8ary.  But  if  they  fail  in  this ;  if  they  fail  to 
ahow  tliat  whatever  they  wish  or  mean  to  do,  they 
are  not  subjecting  lh«  Uuion  of  Amcricu,  and  the 
peace  Mid  honor  of  Aiucrieu,  to  it  trial  whirh  may  ex- 
ceed its  stron^tlt,  thou  U-1)  (livm  thvy  lind  bctlrr  try 
that  casiT  in  lomr  other  rtmntj/.  Tell  them  that  whiio 
iho  KUiniitit  of  lliiit  iiKiminit'iit  cnlchos  the  niys  of  the 
riiiing  and  descending  sun,  and  lh«  rotnniing  or  d&< 
[Hirtiiig  oailor  greets  it  from  his  nmstdiead,  it  sh«U 
otiiiiil  ihe  (V>/(;*»«/  imar/t!  of  a  m-Wk  country;  and  the 
ll»g  that  tWtH  from  it  to-day  shall  float  thei'e  while 
the  earth  hears  a  plant,  or  the  sea  rolls  a  wave ' 

I  meet  you  for  these  reaiions  with  pleasure.  But 
I  said  and  feel  that  that  pleasure  ia  attended  close 
by  pain.  Some  of  yow  will  partake  of  that  with  me 
also.  All  will  ci'inprt'hond  it.  1  do  not  disfjuise  that 
1  look  on  tlie  owiision  with  too  anxious  nn  interest, 
with  toomaiiy  fond  memories  »fthepH.st,  with  too  keen 
H  sense  of  the  coiitrafit  of  the  present  with  the  past, 
with  too  much  thought  of  the  possible  future,  for 
nnroixed  pleasure  even  here.  I  will  not  call  tJila 
presidential  election  in  advance  a  peril  or  a  crislH,  for 
that  might  be  lo  beg  the  question,  Iml  I  will  venture 
in  advance  to  aay,  that  the  best  wish  a  putriot  could 
nuike  for  hi«  country  is  that  she  may  never  undergo 
such  another.  The  first  dosirc  of  my  heart,  at  leart, 
is  that  I  may  never  sec  such  another.  To  this  de- 
airo.  personal  cousiderations  do  not  at  all  contribute. 
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hIiohM  bo  nsltaiiicd  of  myself  if  they  <U<1,  aUhough  I 
LDtiot  but  wonder  «t  that  (ti^criiiiiiiatitig  iiijiLitioe 
Hiiil  insolence  of  dictAtioii  wliioli  vlainis  troednm  of 
thought  aixl  purity  uf  motive  for  itti^If,  and  allows 
them  to  otiieiv,  and  denies  them  to  me.  Uut  this  im 
nothing.  la  llwre  no  one  here  who  shares  witli  me 
tlie  wish,  that  hia  oomitry,  that  himself,  might  never 
lieo  another  ituch  a  cri«ut  as  thi^?  It  tliere  no  one 
here,  —  arc  t\ivn'  not  hundreds  here,  —  who,  reeali- 
iof;  the  presidential  elections  ihey  have  a«isi»t*'d  in, 
and  eontru»lii)g  their  »a{<i  iind  ttivir  noble  stimula- 
tions; their  xnhlime  tnonienti* ;  their  admirable  in- 
fluence!*, ,114  a  training  to  b  elofter  union,  and  a  truer 
and  intenser  American  feeling  and  life,  with  this 
oiie;  docs  not  eonfe»s  tsome  anxiety,  itonie  henilder- 
meiit,  some  loathing,  some  fear?  Tho-te  generous, 
animated,  fi-aternal  contendings  of  the  Amerienn 
people  for  a  choice  of  the  Buoeessor  of  Wiwliington  ; 
eonducted  in  tlio  name  and  under  the  control  of  two 
great  parties:  running,  hoth  of  them,  through  and 
through  the  I'nion,  into  every  State  and  every  vici- 
iige,  every  eongrei»«ional  district,  and  every  school 
i^triet,  and  every  parish ;  and  binding  Texas  to 
Maine,  Georgia  to  New  Hampshire,  Missouri  to  Mss- 
sachiisetts,  by  a  new,  artifieial,  and  vehement  colic- 
sion, — a  tie.  not  mystic,  by  whieh  yon  grwted, 
every  man  greeted,  a  brother  and  an  ally,  "  idrw  tm- 
ttentem  de  rtpuhtica  ;  "  everywhere  that  cai-ef nl.  just, 
and  constittitiunal  rei-ognition  on  every  party  banner; 
by  every  party  ereed  and  eo<ie ;  in  every  party  speech, 
d  song,  and  proceswion  of  torchliglit.  — the  recogni- 
tion of  un  equal  title  to  love,  regaixl,  honor.  e<ju»lity, 
iu  each  nnd  every  state  and  region ;  that  Btudtous 
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and  that  iuliniralile  exoliision  of  nil  thiiigd  sectional ; 
nil  thingH  which  suppoMid  the  existence  of  a  conflict 
of  sec'tionii ;  all  opiutons,  all  theories  of  policy,  all 
enterprises  of  phiUnthropy,  all  aims  of  all  sorta  in 
which  his  geiigrnphicnl  niid  soctul  poiiition  could 
prevent  nny  unc  Ainvrieaii  from  sharing  ahke ;  Uiose 
plntfottnit,  broad  m  our  coiitiiient ;  equul  ax  otir  Cou- 
stitiition ;  coiiiprehonstive  as  our  lilterty ;  tlioM  mighty 
mingliiigsnf  ntinds  anil  heartii,  in  which  Webster  could 
addresH  Vii'^iiiaiw  in  the  Capital  Square  at  Itichmond. 
and  Berrien  and  Bell  and  Leigh  and  .lohnson  could  feel 
and  licii;hten  the  inspiration  of  Fanenil  Hall  and  Bun- 
ker Hill,  —  allL'VLTvwhtTc  iit  home;  —  those  presiden- 
tial i!uiiti.'NtK  which  Ifft  our  Union  stronger,  our  mutual 
acqUAinlance  niid  rccpcct  closi^r  and  deeper,  our  coun- 
try a  deiirur  and  fairLT  and  i^nmder  ideal,  hastuning 
forward  the  growth  of  our  nationality  almost  ax  much 
as  a  foreign  war.  witliout  iu  blood,  ili<  crime,  and  its 
cost,  —  iii  theie  no  one,  are  there  not  ImndnNl*  here, 
who  recjill  and  regret  ttiem  ?  Contracted  with  them 
and  their  day.  does  not  this  one.  and  this  time,  seem 
more  u  <li-eani  than  a  reality?  Can  wc  avui<l  the 
vain  wii<h  that  it  was  only  itnd  all  a  dream?  Does 
tlii»  attempt  to  weave  and  plait  the  two  North  wings 
of  the  old  national  parties  into  a  ningle  N'orthorn  one, 
and  cut  the  Southern  wing  off  altogether,  strike  you 
to  be  quite  as  far-siglifed  and  safe  as  it  is  new  and 
bold?  In  the  temporary  and  local  success  which 
seemed  s  litUe  while  ago  to  attend  it  here,  and 
which  led  certain  small  editors,  little  speakere  on 
low  stumps,  writers  of  bsd  novels  and  furgottvn 
poems,  preachers  of  Pantheism  and  revilera  of  Jef- 
ferson, and  excellent  gentlemen,  so  moral  and  r«- 
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liginus  that  they  could  not  rejoice  at  their  countrj'a 
victories  over  England,  —  le<I  these  people  to  siip- 
poso  they  liud  nil  nt  otici;  btx-oniL*  your  mitstcnt  iiti<l 
Riiiii- ;  ill  tiial  tcnipuritry  mikI  1<)v»1  siicu<?iw  itid  you 
see  nolhtiig  htil  rme  eolors  and  the  ditwii  of  t)m  >fil- 
leintititD?  To  combiue  States  againtit  Stntes,  iu  such 
n  srsU-m  aa  oura,  liaa  it  Wen  gciierully  hvld  a  very 
happy  dvYic«  townids  forming  m  inuic  pi.nfvot  union 
and  iiittiiring  donieslic  tranquillity?  To  comhiiie 
them  thus  againat  each  other  geographically,  to  tnke 
the  vliule  vast  range  of  the  free  States,  lying  to- 
gether, sixteen  out  of  thirty-one.  seventeen  milltuns 
out  of  five  or  sis  and  twenty  tnilliuns,  —  the  most 
populous,  the  (ttrougcvt,  the  moet  advancing, -^  aud 
form  tlit-m  in  battalion  against  the  fewer  numbers 
and  slowor  growth,  aud  waning  relative  power  on 
the  other  side  ;  to  bring  this  sectional  majority  iimliir 
juirty  drill  and  »tiinuln»  of  pay  and  rations ;  to  offer 
to  it  a!i  a  party  the  government  of  our  countiy,  its 
most  coveted  honors,  its  largest  salaries,  all  its  sweets 
of  pittronEigo  and  place :  to  penetrate  and  fire  so 
mighty  iind  so  eompaet  a  mass  with  the  slitl  more 
d«liuiou»  idea  that  tliey  are  moving  for  Immau  rights 
ami  the  ctguality  of  man ;  to  call  out  th*-ir  clergj- 
fram  the  pulpit,  the  library,  the  beiUide  of  the  dying, 
the  chair  of  the  anxious  inquirer,  the  hearth  of  the 
bereaved,  to  bless  suclt  a  crusade ;  to  put  in  retjuisi- 
tion  every  species  of  rbctorio  and  sophistry,  to  im- 
press on  the  gcncnd  mind  that  the  end  jiiatitles  the 
means ;  that  the  end  here  to  be  attained  is  to  give 
EaitMtt*  to  freedom  ;  to  stanch  her  blood  and  put  out 
her  fires ;  a»d  iht-n  to  execute  the  sublime  and  im- 
pressive dogma  tliat  all  men  are  bora  free  and  equal ; 
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and  th»t  itiicli  n  Ocographirnl  partv  U  »  we]l-»ilaptet1 
rnetinx  to  that  end.  —  doi-s  thiji  ittrik<>  ynu  aa  alto- 
^tliLT  in  the  spirit  of  Washington,  and  Pianklin,  aDtl 
the  ProamWe  to  the  Constitntion,  am!  live  Farewell 
Adilre»8?  Doesit  KtnUeyou  that  if  (.-urricilout  it  will 
prove  to  be  n  mere  ttunimer  excnrsion  to  Mo»mw? 
Will  ther«  be;  no  hivouiie  in  the  siion- ;  no  ttvciiging 
wint<>r  hanging  on  retncftt?  No  Leip^ic  ;  no  Waterloo? 

Fellow-nit izt^ns,  if  tlie  formation  aiid  growth  of 
this  faction  of  Northern  Stati'-s  against  the  South  has 
tntpi-cssed  ua  at  all  alike,  yoii  appreciate  why  I  said 
that  1  meet  you  with  pain.  It  wax  the  pain  of  anx- 
iety :  the  pain  of  fear.  Relieved  as  I  nm  from  that 
in  a  groat  dcgr(*e  hy  the  late  (lecistvo  deuioniitrationi 
from  iVniiKvlvanift  and  Indiana,  we  yet  feel  together 
llinl.  we  Imve  a  duty  to  perform  or  lo  att«-iiipt  slill. 
That  which  wc  cannot  hinder  here,  we  ia»y  at  least 
deplore  and  expose.  That  which  we  cannot  do  for 
oureelvcs.  Nc%v  Ilamgnihire.  Connecticut,  the  grent, 
cjtlm,  central  ina»)t  of  States  inuy  do  for  us.  AguiiiKt 
that  which  locally  and  temporarily  is  too  strong  for 
our  strength  here,  we  nmy  al  least  protcKt. 

With  oonrtesy  then ;  with  jnsitice  to  thate  from 
whom  we  difTer  ;  in  the  fear  of  fiod  ;  in  the  love  of 
our  whole  America  ;  in  all  singleness  of  heurt :  ap- 
pealing from  the  new  men  to  the  old;  to  the  sober 
second  thought  of  Massaehusvtts  and  New  England ; 
to  their  judgment ;  to  their  pafriotii^m,  —  after  some 
generations,  perhaps  some  days,  have  passed.^ let 
us  put  on  record  our  reasons  for  deliberate  and  inex- 
lingniithahle  opposition  to  thix  OeographicaJ  party. 

You  see,  Fellow-eitiiens,  already  what  I  regard  as 
the  iaeue  we  have  to  try.     In  their  mode  of  stating 
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that  \t»\\e,  T  take  l<tnvn  totally  to  ilifFer  from  some  of 
th*  orgHiift  of  tlii&  movement  here.  The  qnesHon  to- 
ilay  in  not  as  they  would  frame  it  and  force  it  on  ws, 
whether  we  would  have  Kansas  free  soil  or  slave  soU. 
any  more  than  whether  wc  worship  an  "  anti-slavery- 
God  nnd  btOievo  in  an  niili-slavery  Bible."  The 
queBtinii  is  this :  Shall  »la wry  he  pcrniittcd,  through 
the  u^cuey  of  oxtri'me  Northern  or  oxtrcme  Soulhcrn 
opinions,  to  combine  «iid  nrray  the  Kixtcon  States  in 
which  it  does  not  exist,  and  tlie  lifk'«n  ,St«t«i«  in 
which  it  does  exist,  into  two  political  pnrlie:^  !«?pa- 
rated  by  a  physical  and  itorial  boundary,  for  the 
election  of  president,  for  the  constituting  of  the  two 
houses  of  congress,  and  the  posspjtsion  of  tlie  govern- 
ment? Much  trouble  it  has  cauxed  n»;  much  evil  it 
ha*  done.  It  is  the  one  stupendous  trial  and  peril  of 
our  national  life.  But  shall  it  bear  this,  the  deadliest 
fruit  of  all? 

I  Bay,  Not  so  ;  never ;  but  certainlj  not  yet.  This 
is  the  issue. 

And  now  addressing  myself  to  this  issue,  the  first 
thing  I  have  to  say  is,  such  a  party  i»  absolutely  useless 
fur  every  one  of  its  own  objects  which  it  dares  avow. 
For  every  one  which  it  avows  it  is  useless.  Every 
one  of  them  it  is  ocrt»iii  to  endanger  or  to  posliionc. 

But  here  Icl  nib  submit  a  preliminary  thought  or 
two. 

In  trj'ing  the  question  whether  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  demand  such  a  tremendous  organization  as 
this,  or  whether  we  are  bound  to  oppose  it,  I  hold  it 
to  be  time  wot«e  tlian  wasted  to  get  up  a  disputation 
in  ad%'ance  as  to  what  party,  or  what  section  is  most 
to  blame  for  the  occurrences  of  the  lust  two  yeniti. 
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This  JB  all  well  enough  for  politicUnft.  To  you  ami 
to  inc  it  in  trifling  unil  it  is  criutinul.  If  a  rvMort  lo 
thifi  Kti])Km(lou«  innovation  in  ucocHnarj'  und  in  Mife ; 
if  it  will  work  ^ruiit,  certain,  iiud  iKtxlfn]  good,  niid 
will  not  formiilftWy  fuKl  iimlmblv  eiuiniigfr  llie 
domestic  trHiiqiiiliity  imd  llie  more  perfect  union  of 
thv  Stales,  —  form  it,  iiiu]  lriurii)ili  in  it-  If  such  a 
resort  is  unnecessary;  if  it  will  work  no  certain  and 
great  good  ;  if  it  will  disturb  onr  peace  and  endanger 
oiir  existence,  let  it  be  condemned  and  puniiiheii  as 
moral  treaiion,  and  there  ah  end.  Try  it,  and  judge 
it  by  itself. 

What  ia  it  to  you  or  me ;  what  ia  it  to  the  vust. 
innocell^  and  quiet  body  o£  our  countrymen.  North 
or  South,  whose  folly,  whose  violence,  whose  distrust, 
whose  fanatic-ism  for  slavery  or  Ji<iainst  slavery,  wboM 
ambition  low  or  high,  is  rcsjmnsihic  for  the  past  or 
present?  Liavu  this  to  them  whose  trade  is  politics, 
whose  trade  is  agitutiou,  and  let  us  luuct  the  pruolioul 
measure  they  pri-setit  us,  and  pa«8  on  that.  I  know 
very  well  there  are  faults  on  both  sides;  faults  South, 
faults  North,  fanlts  of  parties,  faults  of  adminiittia- 
tion.  We  should  not  have  voted  for  the  rei)ea1  of 
the  C'ompromise.  We  would  have  voted,  when  that 
thing  waa  done  and  its  restoration  was  seen  to  be 
impossible,  t^t  secure  to  Kansas  the  opportunity,  un- 
invuded,  unawed.  uniunucuced,  to  grow  to  the  meas- 
ure of  a  State,  to  choose  licr  own  institutions,  and 
then  come  to  join  the  "  Grand  Equality."  As  she  i» 
to-day,  at  rest,  at  pi-aoc,  —  in  some  fair  meiuure  so,— 
revived,  respiring,  so  ought  she  ever  to  liave  been, 
if  freedom  uiul  slavciy  were  to  be  allowed  to  meet 
breast  to  breast  upon  her  surfaoc  at  all.     Herein  ia 
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fault.  Ilereiu  is  wrong.  Beyond,  far  back  of  all 
tliie.  yi^ars  before  that  CoiupromtHe,  years  befoni  tlint 
rep«Mil|  tiii:  hiatoriari  of  i^-i'tiuunl  uiitagonixnis  might 
gather  up  mori^  iiiall«r  of  reciprocal  criiiiiiDitioii. 
Kitber  ri-|;ioti  might  ilraw  out  a  specious  mantfcsto 
enough  od  wliii-b  lu  appt-iil  to  the  reai^on  »ikI  jiiMticu 
nf  tlip  world  uml  to  Ihr  (ioil  nf  nationtt,  ami  U>  Die 
Qod  of  battle  for  tliat  uintter,  if  that  wei«  all. 

But  to  this  givnt  question,  thu.t  forced  on  lis,  Shall 
tlie  States  of  the  North  be  organized  for  (he  purpose 
of  poatestinff  the  government  Upon  the  basis  of  ihia 
|Mirty,  what  are  all  these  things  to  the  purpose? 
Because  there  has  been  violence  and  blame,  are  you 
therefore  to  fiy  on  a  remedy  ten  thousand  tinieti 
worse  than  the  disease?  We  should  like  to  see 
slavery  eease  from  the  earth  ;  but  should  we  like  to 
see  black  regiments  ffom  the  West  Indies  laiuling  ut 
Charleston  or  New  Orleans  to  help  on  eniancipatioii  ? 
We  wuulii  like  to  «ee  Kansiw  grow  up  to  freedom  ; 
bill  should  wc  like  to  see  the  bayonet*  that  stormed 
the  Redan  and  the  Itlnlakolf  glittering  there  tn  effect 
it  ?  This  gloj-ifjnng  him  who  does  hia  o\vn  work,  and 
this  deniineiation  of  him  who  holds  a  slave ;  this  sing* 
ing  of  noisy  songs,  and  this  preaching  of  Sharpe's 
^m  rille  sermons ;  these  lingering  lamentations  about  the 
^M  spread  of  the  csitton  plHnt>  about  the  annexing  of 
^M  Louisiana  by  Jefferson,  and  of  Florida  by  John 
^^  Quini-y  Adams,  do  not  touch  the  question  before  tliv 
^^  niition.  Tlml  question  16  about  (he  ni-w  party.  That 
^H  question  is  ou  eombiniug  the  North  againiit  the  South 
^H  on  shivery  to  win  tlu-  guveninieut.  Shall  titat  party, 
^H  shnll  that  attempt  triumph,  or  sliall  it  perish  under 
^M        thi;  oondeinnftljon  of  your  patriotism  ? 
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Ta  that  needful  ?  la  that  jurft  ?  U  tliat  pnideut  ? 
Tliat  IK  the  question  :  and  to  that  hold  up  itH  omiors, 
aud  poetm  and  preachers ;  aud  let  the  sound  and 
calm  judgment  of  America  decide  it. 

Sumcthiiig  else  whcii  ihul  is  decided,  fte  tl  seems 
now  likely  to  be,  wc  xludl  hare  to  do.  Some  chnu^va 
of  adniinistnitive  polities  must  be  and  will  l>e  )iMi. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  and  in  tlie  first  place,  tlte 
question  i&,  Shall  jour  Gef^rapbical  part;*  live  or 
die? 

1  have  Bitid,  then,  for  my  lirat  reason  of  opposition, 
that  for  any  and  every  one  of  the  objects  this  new 
party  dareD  to  avow,  it  is  ahtwUitelv  useless.  It  is 
110  more  needed  for  any  ubjecl  it  dares  to  avow,  tliuu 
Uitrty  tliousuid  of  Muivhal  ['i-liseicr's  Zouaves  are 
needed  in  Kansas  to-day. 

And  on  this  question  of  neoesstty  is  not  the  burden 
of  proof  on  him  who  undertakes  to  introduce  into  our 
political  order  uiid  experience  ho  tremendous  a  novelty 
as  this?  Is  not  thu  presumption  in  tlic^Ar*'  iustauce 
nltogcthor  utjuinat  getting  up  a  Geographical  party 
on  slavery  for  possesion  of  the  government  ?  Con- 
sidering that  »uch  a  thing,  if  not  nece:ssarily  and  in- 
evitably poison,  in,  however,  extreme  medicine  at  tJie 
best ;  that  it  has  been  down  to  this  hour  admitted  to 
be  and  proclaimed  to  be  the  ono  great  peril  of  our 
system  by  all  who  have  loved  it  beat  and  studied  it 
moat  deeply;  that  every  first-elosa  intelligcnoe  and 
character  in  our  history  of  whatever  type  of  pulitiL-«, 
aud  what  is  quite  as  important,  the  sound  and  itobi-r 
general  mind  aud  heart,  baa  hold  and  taught  tltis,  is 
it  too  much  to  say  Ihut  he  whose  act  outi-ages  our 
oldest,  and  most  fixed,  aud  most  implicit  habits  of 
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;;ht  aiiil  most  oWi-islied  tnidiiions  on  this  iiut>- 
ject ;  nlio  iiioclin  at  whiit  we  iuivv  «u[>po«e(i  uiir  most 
salutary  and  iitoiit  ii^attoiialile  feats ;  wlto  Uuglict  ut  ii 
danger  to  the  Aineiionn  confederacy,  at  whieli  the 
ttrmncRs  nf  Washington,  the  eoui-age  of  Ilaiiiiltiiii, 
and  the  hopeful  and  truHting  iihilanihropy  and  jitti- 
lonojihy  of  ■leffeTson,  confident  always  of  biit  ooiinli-y- 
tuen.  at  which  these  men  trembled,  — is  it  too  much 
to  tell  the  propounder  of  this  project  tliat  he  shall 
make  out  it«  necessity,  or  he  Klmll  be  nonsuited 
oil  his  own  case?  I  say  to  liiin,  then.  Pray  confine 
yourself  in  the  firet  iitHtaiicv  tu  tlit^  jiiiiiit  of  neceMity. 
Do  not  cvude  tliut  quvalion.  Dou't  mix  others  witli 
it.  Tell  Utt  exactly  what  you  really  propuxe  to  do 
about  slavery,  without  plir-ues,  and  then  show  ua 
thiit  if  it  oiij^ht  to  be  done  it  lh  net:et<«ary  lo  eombino 
the  Northern  States  against  the  South  on  a  pre^iden* 
tial  eleolion  in  order  to  do  it.  S|>eak  to  this.  Don't 
tell  us  how  provoked  you  are.  or  how  provoked  tlie 
Rev.  Mp.  This,  or  the  Hon.  Mr.  That,  has  come  to 
he  tii^ainst  tim  South  ;  how  piissiuuately  one  Southern 
member  spoke,  or  tinother  Suuth(;rn  member  ucted ; 
how  wicked  it  wiis  in  Wa^hingtoii  to  hold  skives,  and 
what  :l  covcimnt  with  hell  a  Connlitution  is  which 
i-uturns  the  fugitive  to  the  master.  Don't  exiisperutu 
yourself  irrelevantly.  Don't  mystify  or  trick  im  with 
figureji  to  prove  that  the  seventeen  millions  of  people 
in  the  Northern  States  contribute  three  fourths  of  the 
whole  aggregate  of  94,500.000,000  of  annual  indua- 
tritil  produetion.  This,  if  it  were  truu.  or  were  not 
tniu,  mi;;hl  be^t  vanity,  aud  the  lust  of  secliunal 
dominion,  and  contempt ;  but  it  is  nothing  at  all  to 
the  purpose.     Don't  say  you  want  to  teach  the  SuutJ) 
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this  thing  or  that  tljing.  I>on't  say  yoti  want  fo 
avenge  on  a  section  to-<tay  the  annexation  of  Loiiisi- 
ann  or  Kloridu  or  Texas.  Dou't  kt'cp  coming  down 
oil  tlie  South  i  jiist  con<U<«i-vnd  Co  come  down  on  the 
question.  What  are  your  oljjectM  precixciy ;  and  how 
comes  this  new  and  dangerous  conibiuation  of  States 
necoHHary  to  accoinjilixh  them? 

What,  (hen,  firet,  are  the  objects  of  the  Geograph- 
ical party,  and  a  auch  a  party  neoeasary  for  eueh 
objeotH  ?  I  ask  now  for  its  meaturei.  What  would 
it  do  if  it  could? 

To  find  out  these  to  reasonable  perfection,  for  me, 
at  least,  has  not  been  easy.  It  is  not  easy  to  know 
where  to  look  for  the  authentic  evidence  of  them. 
The  Phiiadelphia  platform  and  Colonel  Fremotit'a 
letter  of  acceptaneu  are  part  of  that  evidence.  Tlicy 
arc  not  all  —  they  are  not  the  uioitt  iiiij)urtant  jiart. 
You  must  go  elsewhere  for  it.  'llie  aetuol  creed  and 
tlie  real  objects  must  be  HOiight  in  the  tone  and  spirit 
of  Ibeir  electioneering;  in  llie  topies  of  tlieir  leadere; 
in  the  aggregate  of  the  imprewion  their  whole  appeal 
in  calculated  to  make  on  the  public  mind  and  the  ool>- 
lective  feelings  of  the  North.  These  speak  the  aims, 
(he^^e  make  up  the  life,  these  accomplish  the  misslou 
of  a  party.     By  these  together  judge  it. 

Much  meditating  on  thio  evidenev,  1  arrive  at  two 
results.  1  find  one  object dintinellypropounch-d;  one 
of  great  interest  to  tlie  Northern  sentiment,  and  one 
whieh  you  and  I  and  all  should  i^joiee  to  see  coniiti- 
tutjonally  and  safely  accomplished  at  the  right  tjrae 
and  ill  the  right  way,  —  and  that  is  the  accession  of 
Kansas  as  a  free  State  to  the  Union.  This  is  one. 
Beyond,  behind  this,  more  or  less  dim,  more  or  leaa 
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froM'niii^.  more  or  li-«s  •;1ittoriiig,  more  or  less  consti* 
tutioital,  llicre  Uiom^  xiitithi-r  range  or  another  show 
of  olijectA,  iiw'cllihg  and  Hiilwuliiii;  and  cliniiging  as 
you  look, — '"in  many  a  frozen,  many  u  fiery  Alp."  — 
cloiid-)an<],  to  lUzKle  one  man*a  eye,  to  (li»aj)i>ear 
altogether  before  the  gaKC  of  another,  as  the  sliow- 
oiaii  pleases.     Tht^sc  are  their  otlicr  objeute. 

Turn  first,  then,  to  that  onv  itinglo  practical  und 
Kporifi<;  nieusun^  which  they  presviit  to  thv  North,  and 
OB  whii?h  tlitty  bnast  ihttinsi^lvctt  by  einin»nc«  and  ex- 
oellenoe  the  friends  of  Kan.4a.i,  —  th«  adrntjution  of 
tliat  territory  as  a  free  State. 

And  now  if  this  h  all,  will  any  sane  and  honest 
nan.  nncotnimtted.  tell  you  that  there  is  a  neceHtiity 
for  this  ti-eniendous  experiment  of  an  orgainiation 
and  prvcipitutiuii  of  North  on  South  to  achieve  it? 
Have  ynu.  ha»  on«  of  you,  lias  on«  hnnntti  being 
north  of  the  line  of  geographical  separation,  a  [tar* 
tide  of  doubt  that  if  Kansas  has  peace  nnder  the 
reign  of  law  for  two  years,  for  twelve  tDonths.  the 
energies  of  liberty,  ai^tlng  tlirongh  unforced,  un- 
checked, and  normal  frcc-Koil  immigrullon,  would  itU 
her  with  frcodom,  and  the  iiiKtitutionit  of  freedom,  as 
the  waters  fill  tht-  sea?  What  more  than  sntih  peace 
under  such  ni!e  of  law  do  you  want?  What  more 
does  Mr.  Speaker  Banks  think  you  want  ?  Legisla- 
tion of  anybody?  No,  Interference  by  anybody? 
No.     Hoar  liim  :  — 

"  X«w  for  thin  [ihr.  rrpcal  of  thn  Cnmiiromi«c]  we  have  a 
nnirdy.  It  in  not  that  wi-  slinn  1f!|p>lnt(^  nRniiial  tlio  SoiitJi  on 
llw  iiulijoet  of  sluvery.  U  i»  not  thut  we  »liaU  r.tine  iJio  qucitbn 
wlielii<-r  ill  futiirv  t»iTilcirii>«  slavery  siiall  bv  pntiillei)  or  uot. 
We.  lAf  ftKiilc  rII  llinN'  ()iiR(ti(iRji,  uod  fttatid  liisliiictly  «ad  iiltii- 
plj  on  the  prapoution  that  tliat  vthicb  gaxe  pence  to  the  couatrj 
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in  1820,  that  whioli  eonratnmatcd  the  peace  of  tfai'  cotiDtry  iu 
l$uO,  ought  ti>  be  miide  guud  bv  ihe  jcorernnxeiit  of  the  L*p)tM[ 
Stato),  ftixl  ii'itli  tli«  ooaMiitot  ttu)  Aini-'rii;nu  )>ooi>Ie.  [ApplatiM,] 
TLnt  i>  nil.  No  tnora,  no  lem  —  no  liolter,  no  worse.  T)i«t  1b 
all  wit  Mik  — Ihnt  tlie  Acta  of  18^0  mul  1S.^I)  nhntl  t>«  niniii!  cnnd, 
ill  tlie  place  of  couflAgratiou,  nod  luui'dt-r,  aii<l  tjiil  war  for  llic 
ye«r  IdW  —  by  tho  vniw  of  tlie  Anieiicftii  iioopl*.  S-iuth,  IM  me 
Hijr.  a*  wril  oa  North.  [Applaiutc.]  Now,  In  ilo  lliat  no  lcgi»- 
lation  ihi  n»|uirptl.  It  U  iiol  iiPcnBiiry  Ihut  tin:  hulU  of  eotigiow 
diould  Im  (iptrued  aguiti  to  ugitAltun.  ^Vo  diisire  Liie  I'lKtloii  of 
ft  naaa  lo  As  pmldeucy  of  the  liiiit«<d  Stales  of  oimi'lu  view* 
and  of  i]el4nniii«d  will,  —  a  man  who  Hill  ex«rc  th«  inflicticQ 
of  tlii«  gi>v<iminc-iit  in  tliitt  pculion  of  the  territory  of  tlio  I'liitod 
Stnti'i.  m  w  la  nllow  its  pvojiie  U>  KtUe  the  iiiuwtaoa  for  l^ein* 
Klvtu  there," 

Wliiit  is  UuK  but  to  my,  I'lit  out  the  confliigratiuu, 
stop  the  reigii  of  violence,  give  jieace.  law,  and  onlt;r 
tu  I'uk',  and  Kiiii»ias  will  havi;  fret'dom,  if  »hv  does 
not  prvfur  nlavery.  sm  certainly  ohe  will  not.  And 
suoh,  I  take  it,  in  the  all  but  universal  judgraeut  of 
the  Nnrth. 

Well  i  but  do  they  answer.  Oh.  very  true  ;  but  we 
cannot  have  ibis  peittic  unless  the  North  gets  possession 
of  tliL-  );uvfi'niiient.  Mr.  Buchanan's  administnttion 
will  Dut  insiu'v  it.  Mr.  Filliiiurv's  adiuinUtrutiuii  will 
not  insure  it. 

I  might  content  my«eif  with  replying  iJiat  the  cou- 
dition  of  Kitiisos  at  this  hour  gives  this  exti-a>-agaRc« 
to  the  winds.  I  will  not  say  that  territory  to-day  U  as 
quiet  as  Middlesex  ;  but  I  will  say  that  before  the  next 
President  takes  hi»  :st»U  it  will  he  as  tree  us  Middle- 
sex. It  has  a  majority  for  freedom,  and  it  is  incrcas- 
ittg.  Of  a  population  of  about  thirty  thousand,  sumo 
Ave  thousand  only  are  from  the  slave  Staler. 

I  will  not  leave  it  ou  that  reply.     WiUt  what  color 
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of  jitstioe,  I  choo«e  to  add,  do  tliu  leiulvrs  of  tlii» 
party  Ui<9unie  to  U-il  you  ttint  they  alono  dvsirc  to 
give  or  ave  aMe  to  injure  Kantta.'t  lier  only  chaiico  to 
be  free  ?  Witli  what  justice  do  tliey  tell  you  that 
tlio  Democratic  party,  or  the  Filluiore  party,  r«fu!te 
to  f^ivc  her  ptacc,  aud  all  th«  practical  opportunities 
of  liljcrty?  Do  Ihtry  suppoHc  thut  we  have  not  read 
the  reoon!  of  the  last  two  month*  of  tJio  last  uoii- 
gress?  We,  whose  aotw  aiul  brothers  are  on  that 
ditituilied  and  sad  »oil;  we,  who  deplore  the  repeal 
of  the  Coni])romise  (juite  an  much  as  they  do;  we, 
who  should  see  with  exultation  and  thantcigiving  to 
God  tilt-  ptactful  victoiiea  of  freedom  in  that  fron- 
tier ;  wt',  who  lmt«  and  dread  the  gambliDgx  of 
politicians,  and  the  selfish  and  low  lactica  of  party, 
but  should  rcjoiL'c  uii^pciikiihly  lu  see  the  stutesmau- 
iihip  of  our  country  securing  the  gowriimonl  of  that 
territory  to  its  own  free  will,  —  do  they  ttuppose  that 
we  did  not  read,  or  could  not  understand,  or  eannot 
remember  how  the  leaders  and  the  members  of  every 
party  in  eoogrcss  dealt  with  this  great  subject? 
Kopitblii-uns  tJie  only  IieljKT^  of  Kannit*  to  freedom, 
indeed!  How  did  they  propose  to  reach  tlie  object? 
By  making  some  twenty  five  thousand  jH-ople  into  a 
sovereign  State,  and  bringing  it,  just  as  it  was.  into 
the  [Jiiion  under  the  Topeka  constitution  I  Yes,  you 
would  tiave  made  them  a  State  extempore.  You 
would  haw  given  to  these  twcnty-livc  Ihuusaiid 
people,  orgAiiized  as  absolutely  without  law  and 
against  law  ait  if  two  thousand  Hhonid  get  together 
on  Hoaton  Common  and  make  a  government,  the 
Bame  voice  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  which 
Uie  Constitution  gives  to  New  York,  to  I'ennsyl- 
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vania,  to  Virginift,  to  Maj>«nohn»ette ;  tlic  power  to 
turn  Ui«  scale  aiui  (locide  the  vow  on  u  dclwiu-  of  war 
aiiil  peftoe,  or  a  treaty  of  boiindary,  or  of  c<>imin.Tce, 
or  a  oomiiiAtJon  to  tbe  high«tit  judicial  or  dii>lomatic 
office  in  the  Constitiition. 

This  they  wonM  have  done,  — a  measure  of  passion  ; 
an  act  for  which  the  fdc  alTortU  do  precedent ;  revo- 
lutionary almost ;  (ilmosi  a  crUod  in  the  name  of 
liberty. 

Dffwitcd  in  this,  tlwy  would  do  notliing.  They 
would  allow  uobody  else  to  do  any  lhin[j.  They 
passed  Mr.  Dunn'*  bill  to  be  sure,  — Uie  fintt  Due 
in  the  history  of  this  government  which  legislat<!d 
Ininian  beings  directly  into  a  state  of  slavery  ;  but 
aa  they  engrafted  the  restoration  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  into  it,  they  knew  it  oould  not  bcvoina 
a  law,  and  that  goes  for  nothing.  Then'  they  stuck; 
and  had  they  not  repeatedly  un  opportunity  to  unite 
in  putting  out  the  (\n-»,  and  stanching  the  blood, 
and  huifhiug  the  shrieks  of  Kansas;  in  giving  her  a 
ehxnce  to  revive  and  respire  ;  in  giving  her  a  chanca 
to  eboose  herself  of  the  fruit  of  tlie  tree  of  liberty 
and  live  ?  Ves ;  repeatedly.  Did  they  avail  theui- 
selves  of  it?  No.  Did  they  allow  others  to  do  no? 
No.  No  I  Did  not  Mr.  Toombs  present  a  bill,  and 
did  not  the  Senate  pa«s  it  and  send  it  to  the  House? 
Did  not  this  bill  propose  an  early  admission  of 
Kansas,  —  in  so  far  just  what  tfa«  Itcpublicans 
want*-d  ?  Did  it  not  annul  the  more  obnoxious  part 
of  the  obnoxious  laws  of  the  territorial  legislature  ? 
Did  it  not  provide  for  registration  of  voters,  eom- 
missioners  to  take  census  of  inhabitants,  and  an 
interval   of  ample  EuSieiency   for  those   wlioni  vio- 
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letiou  liiu)  expi-Ued  to  rvlurii  uiid  ii«surt  thdir  righto? 
Did  iwil  .Mr.  Halo  of  New  llainpnliirc  wiy  of  thw:  — 

"  I  tnke  thin  oeetaaon  to  aay  tliAt  Ui«  bill,  m  a  wboic.  doea 
gnnt  CTwIit  to  th«  infij[nniiniity.  to  the  |Hvtri(iti*in.  and  U>  the 
•L'dM  o(  jiMttoF  of  Uie  tiiMiOTiibli!  Seiialur  vlio  iiilnHluonl  ll.  It 
tv  a  mudi  faitvr  bill  (Jiau  I  ■•xpeoleil  froin  Ibul  latitiub*.  1  *»j 
ao  WaaM  I  >iii  alira^  willing  and  detennined,  whnn  I  hart) 
occiuioD  to  spoak  any  thtug,  to  do  atnplo  jitttioo.  I  tuixs  thk 
■ILL  r«  .i)jtf(i»T  iSBtCKiTioxAin-r." 

Did  (he  Republicans  —  when  they  found  thai  the 
MisHQUii  Compruinlse  coiiUl  not  be  rc'^torud,  iior 
Ksusas  bo  iidmitlcd  itiHUittly  iiruU-r  the  Tojieka 
coiistttutioii  —  ill  order  to  ftluiioli  the  blood,  and  to 
silence  the  cry  of  thu  li-rrilory,  the  crime  against 
which  tliQV  ossumcil  to  prosvcute  «nd  avenge  —  give 
ground  an  inrhf  Wt>uld  tliL-y  take  a  single  step 
towanU  Itiniimi-arv  Irune  aveii.  or  a  time  to  breatJie? 
Not  one,  —  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Crittenden  in  the 
Senate,  and  Mi-.  Haven  in  the  House,  held  up  huc- 
eessiveJy  the  olive-branch,  tempted  unit  i-iitreJiled 
then,  by  cloquenco,  and  reason,  and  feeling,  to  do 
something,  if  tlu-y  I'oiild  not  do  all,  or  what  they 
wished,  to  close  the  feast  of  horrorel  —  but  not  a 
tiiiger  would  they  lift.  C'old  and  inotionleas  aa  the 
martili'  columns  alintjf.  them.  —  the  25,000  men  and 
llie  Topeka  eonntitution  should  come  in  a  Slate  —  as 
tliey  knew  it  would  not  —  or  murder,  arson,  and 
rapine  might  waate  Kansas,  and  electioneer  for  the 
Geographical  party. 

I  do  not  say  they  intended  that  the  reign  of  terror 
should  c>untinue  in  Kansas ;  all  of  them  could  nut 
have  so  iiitciKlcd :  I  do  not  say  that  any  of  tlicm  did. 
I  Bay  that  if  it  had  continued,  a  full  share  of  tike 
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ret'poiii'ihiiity  hail  Iicoii  thvin.     I  8ay  that  it  is  no 
thankfi  Ut  th«in  lliat  it  iias  oeaseil.     I  say  tJiat  it  does 
not  lie  in  tikcir  iiioiitliH  to  Ivll  tlie  oalin,  jiL-tt.  and  rea*  ^i 
flonable  men  of  the  North  that  they  are  the  only  party,  ^M 
ami  a  comhiiiatioii  of  HtAten  against  States  the  only  ^i 
meanii,  of  giving  to  Kansas  tlie  freedom  w«  all  doHtre 
for  her. 

Easy  it  wen?  In  my  Judgment  to  dcmonstnile  or  ftf- 
fonl  tlio  highest  dcgrcu  of  prohal)i!ity  that  their 
triumph  would  deftiat,  or  poftpunc,  or  i»ip«ir  and 
profane  tlie  consuinmitlion  which  they  seek.  But  I 
am  ix)iiHnt;(l  to  the  qm-Hiion  of  the  necessity  of  their 
measures,  for  tlie  attainment  of  our  ends. 

So  much  for  this  function  of  the  new  party,  the  ad- 
mission of  KiiMsas  as  a  free  State.  To  this  end  it  ia 
no  more  needed  than  sixteen  hiac-k  regiments  from 
the  Leeward  Inlands. 

Beyond  this,  what  are  its  objects?  WitJi  anxious 
and  curiouH  de-'>ire  to  comprehend  the  vrholc  of  thit 
extraordinary  piiL-noineiiun,  I  have  extreme  dilTioulty 
in  making  ihcNc  ulu-rior  ohji-cts  out.  Some  of  them 
are  unavowed,  I  suppose ;  some  of  them  ai'e  avowed 
ill  one  place  and  dtnied  in  another;  some  of  the 
speakers  have  one.  some  have  another.  If  you  tell 
them  their  aims  are  dangerous,  unconstitutional,  revo- 
lutionary, Mr.  Hanks  shall  reply.  "Not  a  bit  of  it; 
we  don't  mean  to  legiidate  against  the  South  on 
slavery  at  all ;  we  don't  mean  to  nay  that  future  ter- 
ritories shall  not  have  slavery  if  they  like  it,  to  their 
hearts'  content.  We  want  nothing  and  nobo<iy  hut 
*  President  of  *  simple  views  and  determined  will,' 
who  will  allow  the  'people  of  Kansas  to  settle  the 
question  for  themselves  there.'  "    If  thereupon  yoa 
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annwer.  Well,  if  (liw  i«  all,  thei-e  really  8cem»  to  be 
no  gi-eat  need  of  evoking  such  a  tremendous  spirit  as 
the  comliinntion  of  North  agniii^t  South  to  reach  it ; 
lews  force,  less  fire,  lesw  steam,  leiss  wear  and  tear  of 
machinery,  would  do  the  butiiness,  one  would  think; 
itj)  rises  iinothcr.  more  fervid,  more  gloomy,  better 
informed,  or  not  so  cunning,  and  exclaims.  "  No,  that 
iit  not  all!  th«t  is  hardly  the  beginning.  We  sing 
nnd  heiir  ii  struiit  of  fur  higher  mood  thiiii  tliut;  wo 
Ihivu  tW  tide  of  iilftvery  to  roll  bock  :  the  Hiiuexation 
of  Louisiann  and  Texas  to  avcugc  or  compensate; 
we  loo  wonbl  taste  the  sweets  of  power,  ami  we  will 
have  power;  it  is  a  new  oider  of  the  ages*  we  liring 
on  ;  our  place  of  worship  (such  is  fiovernor  Seward's 
expression)  is  neither  in  this  moiuititin,  nor  yel  in 
Jerusalem;  our  mission  is  equalitv  and  freedom  to 
all  men." 

To  »eek,  through  all  this  Babel  of  contradictory 
and  irresjKmsiblo  dcthirations.  what  they  reiillj'  de- 
sign tu  do,  wfre  viiii)  and  idle,  To  maiiitaiii  the 
jicce«sity  of  organiiiing  a  party  like  lliix,  to  »ceomplisti 
no  mortal  i^an  tell  us  what,  seems  pretty  bold  dealing 
with  tin  intelligence  of  the  eonnlrj-.  Thiit  which  it 
is  impostiible  to  state,  it  is  not  apparently  needful  to 
try  to  do.  If  there  ia  no  perplexity  of  plot  to  be  un- 
ravelled, why  is  such  a  divinity  invoked?  If  thei-e 
is  one,  will  they  show  ns  what  it  is? 

I  must  not  forget,  in  this  search  for  their  objects, 
tuitside  of  Kansas,  that  they  have  been  much  in  the 
habit  of  sending  us  to  the  neclunttion  of  Independ- 
ence to  find  them.  Their  platform  does  so;  their 
orators  are  said  lo  do  so.  If  I  iinderstand  Governor 
Seward,  in  his  first  speech  in  Detroit,  he  does  so. 
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Reverend  teachers  of  Republican  isin  do  so. 
are  Uie  party  of  the  Deckratinn  of  litdepetxIeiK 
aiid  not  tt  Cieogruphical  party.     Here  are  two  of  Iheir 
reHolutioii!> :  — 
"  Raolrf'l,    Tliut  llie  niidiitenanc«  of    the  iirinol^ee  pot'l 

mnlgat«il  ii   IW   Uiyinrnlifm  «/   Jnilrpenrlfnct,  anJ  tMbod(»dfXL\ 
the  Fcdoral  ('nimtitiiuon,  nre  niacntiiii  to  Uiu  prc-ivtTstion  of  owt 
rrpuhlimn  iiMtitutioii*;  and  t)iat  the  Fedcrul  Comtittition,  llie 
riichti  nf  thu  &tAl«a.  And  Uie  anion  of  th«  Stntm.  ab&II  be  pf^j 

"  Hetoltil,  Thut.  uitli  onr  rc^ublic&ii  falliera,  wo  hold  il  to  ' 
b«  Mt(>evideul  trutli  that  all  men  ikr«  endowed  with  iu»lieiiiili1ii 
right  1o  '  life.  Iibert,v,  nnd  lJi«  pilii'iiit  of  bngipliMiM,'  and  tliftt 
tbn  ftrimatfi  "hjirl  and  ullfriiir  ilt.tiga  of  oiil"  Fwlrml  (ioviTiimciit 
«■«*  to  Haciin.'  llii?»p  rifi'htJi  'o  «;(  penons  within  ila  pscluiivr  jo- 
riiwlii'tiuii:  thill,  as  our  repuMiCHn  falhen.  when  tlipy  had  itbot* 
inliiid  Blftvery  in  all  our  iinliuiial  ttrrllory,  ordai[ii.-d  that  no  p<rmn 
■htiutd  he  deprii'tfd  of  '  tlf«,  libi^riy.  or  propert,v>*  wiibmit  daa 
provusB  tif  iaw,  [t  beooine«  our  duly  to  maititaiii  tliU  j>t\>rlaiun 
of  the  CoiiBti till  ion  gainst  all  attc'iitpts  to  violatir  tt,  tur  th« 
pnrpOMof  cttnMixhinK  olAVcr;  in  thr  Irrritorii-j^  of  th«  I'uitnl 
StatM.  by  positive  Icgitlation  prohibiiiriK  its  cxiitcncp  i>r  cxtttQ- 
Hton  theraiti ;  that  vo  di^uy  the  aulhurity  of  Coiif^rew.  of  a 
l«rrlU)rial  legiHlature.  or  auy  iii<liv iditat  ov  oanociatHin  i>/iniliril' 
voir,  to  giiv  )(-gal  «v>ii^tiiior  t^  «lnvf<fy  in  any  Territory  of  Uw 
Unitsd  StalM,  while  tJic  prMcot  CoiudtiitJon  >hall  bt  matn- 
laiatd." 

^Vnd  yet  wliat  ioforutatioti  does  this  afford  about 
the  object  of  the  new  ])iirty?  IIow  do  we  know 
what  ihvy  lULun  tu  do,  mid  whether  it  ought  to  be 
(lone,  and  whether  »  comhiiiatiun  of  free  States  to  do 
il  t»  fit  and  le  tici-osi^ar}'  any  the  nuire  for  thin?  It  is  a 
thing  ci  cxtniurdiimry  for  a  political  party  to  put  for- 
ward the  Dvelaralioii  of  Iiidepoiideiice  as  il^  plntforin, 
or  iM  a  prominent  and  ditttinguishing  ]>iirt  of  ibt  pUt- 
form,  and  to  solicit  llie  votes  of  a  eeution  of  the  States 
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of  ttiU  L'ninn  by  the  boast  that  it  claiiDs  some  special 
an<l  charncterifitic  relatiou  to  that  imiuortal  act  and 
cotnposilion  s  tliat  it  nieana  to  put  it  to  some  u«e,  suid 
dfiivv  from  it  sonic  puwer,  or  suiiit?:  rule  of  iuU'rprctii- 
tion.  or  Hoiiiu  inotivu  to  gowriimfiiUil  action,  wMuh 
are  iie>v  am)  jwoiliar  U>  ilsvlf,  —  iliiit  wv  ]»uue  uu 
it  witli  ivoiiilvr,  Hiid  perplexity,  and  alarm. 

If  a  newly  organised  poUtii'Al  jiarty  Hlioiild  an- 
noiirioe  ihat  itji  principles  were  the  principles  of  the 
Bible,  and  its  spirit  and  aims  the  spirit  and  aims  of 
the  Dible  ;  should  put  this  ostentatiously  in  itt)  plat- 
form, write  it  on  it»  ilngD.  carry  it  about  by  twrchlifjht, 
thunder  it  from  it«  pulpitH  nnd  from  the  titunds  of 
its  miiM-mcctiii}^  speakerH,  lay  or  clerical ;  should  you 
not  feel  some  smull  or  some  considerable  confuHion, 
jierplvxity,  misgiving,  mirth,  and  fear,  in  view  of  such 
deninriHtnitiiiii ?  If  you  did  uot,  or  if  you  did,  Uituk 
it  a  pour,  aiTogant,  impious,  and  hypocritical  method 
of  electioneering,  would  you  not  wish  to  know  witli 
a  trifle  more  of  pivciaion  and  fulness  what  were  ihese 
principles,  and  tliat  spirit,  and  those  aims  of  the 
Bible  tlius  suddenly  adopted  into  the  creed  of  a 
party?  If  ihcy  told  you  they  meant  those  principles 
and  that  spirit  "promulgated  in  the  Bible"  and 
**  eudjodicd  in  the  Constitution,"  should  you  fuel  thut 
you  knew  much  more  than  you  tlid  before?  So  here. 
Whiit  <lo  tlieite  mean  hy  this  adoption  of  the  Dedara- 
lioii  of  Independence  into  their  creed?  What  are 
"those  prlnciplr*  promulgated"  in  tUand  " embiidud  in 
the  ConttittUion"?  The  Declaration  annouDces  all 
men  to  be  born  free  and  etjual.  and  to  have  certain 
inalienable  rights,  among  which  is  the  right  to  liberty. 
The  Constitution  sends  baek  the  fugitive  slaTe  to  liis 
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master.  Is  this  n  cam  of  a  priiictplo  pr^mutffahd  in 
on<i,  and  f.mbwiifd  iii  tliv  ullior?  IT  not,  Itow  tluvs 
their  platfoim  deal  with  it?  Whut  ar«  tU<;  "princi- 
ples BO  tmhodied"7  In  what  article,  in  what  word^ 
are  they  ao?  Which  do  they  go  for,  the  "promulga- 
tion," or  the  "  embodiraent  "  '.'  What  pi-actical  l«gi»> 
]at)on,or  ndmiiiistratiou,  are  thej-  supposed  to  prescribe 
or  warrant?  Nay,  come  a  littk  clotvcr ;  what  do 
they  intoiid  to  sij'  thoy  get  from  the  DecUirutiuu.  or 
do  by  means  of  the  Declaratiou,  mono  thaa  ouybody 
elsv  gets  from  iu  and  doM  by  means  of  it?  Would 
tliey  venture  iha  pi-oposilioa  that  the  Federul  Gov- 
ernment derive*  any  powers,  any  ono  ]>ower,  TrotB 
that  source  ?  Certainly  not ;  or  if  .so,  it  is  tli«  nio«t 
dangeroujit  and  most  revolutionary  tiuresy  ever  yet 
pniiiHilgnted.  Would  they  say  that  they  t-all  in  tho 
I>4>elaratioR  to  interpret  the  lanyuagf  of  the  Coiutttu- 
tion?  Isuppoi«e  not;  for,  that  the  meaning  of  tbosc 
who  constructed  that  consuiumate  frame  of  govern* 
mcnt,  and  weighed,  measured,  and  stamped  ito  words 
of  gold,  and  drew,  or  sought  tu  draw,  n-llh  so  much 
pnx'i^iun  and  cerlainty,  the  deliuatc  line  which  parts 
the  powers  given  to  llie  Union  from  those  reUined  to 
the  States  or  the  peojtie.  and  tlierein  ordainod  that  all 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  or  pro- 
hibited to  the  Slates,  are  reserved  re«>pective)y  tu  tins 
States  or  the  people,  —  that  thia  languag«.  in  this  in- 
strument of  1787,  can  ho  interpreUii,  eniargetl  or 
narrowed,  darkened  or  illustrated  by  the  language  of 
that  other  intttrunifnt,  not  ifcss  renowned,  penned  in 
1776.  in  a  time  and  for  a  purpose  so  different,  —  that 
thrilling  Kp])cal  to  the  reason  and  justice  of  nations, 
in  which  a  peoplu  assume  to  vindicate  uiwu  grounds 
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of  natiiitil  rigiit  tlieir  claim  to  take  their  place  in  the 
gTi>»t  e(|iiiility  of  State!),  and  then  Announce  tJieir 
Knlilinip  di-cUion  to  niak«  their  rlaini  gwod  by  revolu- 
tion and  Imttir, — composed  t«  engage  ihi*  symiralhifS 
of  mankind  for  tJie  new  nutiou,  and  to  lift  np  it»  own 
spirit  to  the  demands  of  the  ureal  frisis, —  Ihai  ih« 
latter  gf  tht-w  pupers,  in  point  of  time,  i»  to  he  inwr- 
pretpd  hy  the  former  in  any  a«n>te  of  which  any  jurist 
or  any  ro^dvr  of  his  mother- ton gne  can  form  eon* 
veptioii,  iit  n  propcMilion  too  extravagant  to  be  imputed 
to  tlw  author  of  the  platform. 

Well,  then,  if  they  do  not  use  the  t>ee1aration  as  a 
source  of  power,  nnr  as  a  help  to  construotion,  what 
do  they  mean  to  do  with,  or  do  by  it  ?  IIow  profiteth 
it  thi^m  any  more  than  others?  than  us?  Why,  tiiey 
would  say  they  were  going  to  execute  their  constitu- 
tional powers  "  in  the  tpirit  of  the  Dec  hi  rot  ion." 
That  is  it,  is  it?  Tlivy  urc  to  take  the  constitutional 
powers  »»  tliey  exijit  —  to  find  them  as  you  find 
them,  and  iLt  all  tind  them,  by  juat  and  legitimate  iti- 
terpretation.  lint  the  difference  between  you  and 
them  is.  they  '•  are  going  to  exfctUe  them  in  the  eptrit 
of  the  DeclurHtioD."  Well,  now,  what  does  even  thia 
mean?  Wliut  w>rt  of  execution  is  this  to  insure? 
How  do  you  apply  your  rule?  N«y,  what  is  tlie 
rule?  Wliiit  is  the  ttjiii-it  of  the  I>e«larati(>n  in  tliis 
behalf?  Ib  it  any  thing  more  than  it«  meaning?  It 
is  what  the  framert)  of  it.  the  Congreas  of  17TC.  then 
nteant.  fay  their  language,  is  it  not?  Did  they  mean 
then  to  assert  that  slaves  bad  an  inalitinable  right  to 
liberty  ?  Did  they  mean  to  make  any  assertion  at  all 
upon  llio  subject  of  master  and  slave  ?  Was  that  ap- 
plication of  this  generality  of  natural  right  U3  their 
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contemplation  in  any,  (he  least  degree  ?  Were  they 
constinuBly  mni  inl^iitianally  conceding  and  proclaim- 
ing that  it  was  a  oiu  to  hold  a  slave  and  a  duty  to 
vniuneiiiatn? 

How  the  etudtttit  of  th«  history  of  that  act  may 
answer  this  inquiry  iit  not  now  to  tlie  purj)08«.  Tba 
question  {»  not  now  on  the  actual  prindple^  of  the 
Declaration  aa  its  franiera  understood  and  limited  and 
applied  them.  It  ia  on  the  meaning  of  the  framera 
of  the  Republican  ptatfomi.  What  is  t/nrir  "  spirit 
of  the  Declaration."  and  how  do  tlicy  mean  to  use  it ; 
am)  what  do  they  mean  to  dmw  from  it  in  oxei^uting 
the  Constituttun  ?  If  they  witl  point  out  one  itinglg 
object  they  can  or  design  to  accomplish  through  it, 
which  other  parties  have  not  acconiplisliod  and  can- 
not accomplish,  by  lulminist^'ring  the  guvcmmeut  upon 
these  principles  of  equal  luitl  cx!i(;t  justice  to  all  the 
Htnlc^  and  all  the  sectiomt,  in  the  purpose  of  promoting 
hiternal  tranquillity  nnd  a  more  perfect  Union,  whicti 
have  heretofore  ronittituted  the  recognized  creed  of 
American  Htateamanithip,  we  can  then  judge  whether 
this  parade  of  that  instrument  and  that  act  in  tlictr 
platform  has  any  meaning  at  all,  and  if  so  wliether 
what  is  nieiint  is  needful  or  safe.  We  can  then  judge 
whether  thev  have  used  a  form  of  language  intended 
to  lead  the  pa.s^ioiiiil«  and  unthinking  to  believe  they 
intended  Hometbing,  and  yet  to  leave  thenuelves  at 
liberty  to  protest,  when  examined  on  it,  that  they  in- 
tended nothing.  We  can  then  judge  whether  this 
language  of  their  creed  is  revolutionary  and  danger- 
ous, or  whether  it  merely  — 

"  t'ntipn  "iih  (11  ill  rt  double  lentt ; 
That  kccji)  llic  word  nf  pTvroiw  to  our  ew. 
And  brc&ki  it  to  uur  hupo." 
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Holding  then,  FeIlow-citi»^n»,  tlie  clear  And  settled 
conviction  tliat  ihU  combination  of  Northern  States 
ngaini^t  the  South  is  totally  unnecessarr  for  any  pur- 
pose, 1  record  my  pri>t<!st  itg»iiiMt  tho  attomjit  to  form 
it  and  give  it  power.  No  interest  of  fi'eedom  re* 
quires  or  will  bt^  helped  by  it.  No  aspects  of  slavery 
justify  it.  It  will  not  give  liberty  to  an  acre,  or  to  a 
man,  one  hour  soonor  than  th«y  will  have  it  without. 
It  will  not  shorten  or  lighten  the  rule  or  limit  tlie 
spread  of  slitvery  in  thi>  leaiit  degree. 

And  n  not  this  cnongh  to  dotor  you  from  an  inno- 
vttlioii  so  rast,  an  experiment  u>  iiTitricrt,  an  agency 
of  inlliienceii  so  incapable  to  be  calculakHl  ? 

But  what  if,  more  than  novel  and  more  than  need- 
lexa,  it  proves  only  an  enormons  evil?  What  if  it 
proves,  of  all  the  fruits  that  slavery  has  borne  ytt, 
the  deadliest  ? 

To  many  I  know  the  haro  imnjjinittion  of  such  fear 
is  matU-r  of  mirth.  Scuing  farther  tlmii  I  can  see.  or 
more  sanguine,  or  more  hold,  for  them  it  seems  with- 
out terror;  or  promises  only  good,  or  a  preponder- 
ance of  good,  or  to  be  a  necessary  evil  and  a  risk 
worth  taking  at  the  worst.  Let  me  dare  to  avow 
that  which  I  assuredly  believe  and  deeply  feel.  To 
nic,  to  many  thoughtful  men  whoso  opinions  are  far 
more  iinporl»nt  than  nitne,  there  ia  occastoii  for  \h» 
wisdom  of  fear. 

The  gronnds  and  the  particulars  of  the  appi-ehea- 
won  with  which  siieh  men  may  regard  this  party, 
there  is  no  need  here  and  now  to  open  at  large. 

We  have  come  so  near  to  the  time  when  practical 
consequences  are  to  take  the  place  of  our  conjectures, 
— or  to  be  scattered  to  the  winds  for  over  or  for  a 
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space,  if  tilts  party  ia  <1cf«ated,  —  that  I  may  forb«ar 
to  diaplay  tliem  in  detail.  I  compreiuv  my  ponvio 
tions  upou  the  whole  subject  of  the  proposed  otfifHui- 
xutiuii  in  &  brief,  ui-ticulfit*.'  ciiumvration,  and  deliver 
tiifin  to  your  jiKlgtiieal. 

They  are :  — 

That  in  Uie  vxact  ftonse  in  which  Ihe  latigui^e  liM 
been  lined,  and  the  thing  hei^n  Iield  out  for  warning 
in  the  Farewell  AddreHs,  and  by  alt  the  illut>triouii 
mvn  of  both  i^ehools  of  our  politics,  of  WaHhiagton 
and  of  Ji'ffensun,  whom  heretofore  thv  American  peo- 
ple }uu  reganled  an  ita  taieni  and  nioict  Migacious 
councillors,  —  hut  on  a  ccale  umre  gigantic  and 
awayed  by  pai«iong  for  more  incapahlu  of  control  or 
meaiiure  than  thuy  have  any  of  thein  feared,  —  it  is 
a  Qeographieal  party,  —  confined  exoiiisively  in  fact 
and  in  the  nature  of  things  to  one  of  the  two  great 
regions  into  which  the  American  States  are  distrib- 
otcd;  seeking  objects,  resting  on  principles,  culti- 
vating dtsiMisitions,  and  exerting  an  aggregate  of 
influence  and  iinprei^sioni;  ealeuluted  to  unite  all  on 
one  si<le  of  the  line  wtiidi  parts  thv  two  rcgiona 
against  all  on  the  other,  niHin  the  sing^Ie  Kuhjevt  on 
which,  without  the  uiniost  exercise  of  forl)Wivauc«, 
aense.  and  virtue,  they  oannot  live  at  peace  ;  but  for 
whiuh  they  could  not  fail  to  be  one  people  for  ever  ; 
by  reasun  of  which  their  diisruptiou  is  possible  at  all 
tiniffit. 

That  in  tiie  sense  of  the  hmgunge  heretofore  cm- 
ployed  in  Atnerican  jioUttcH  and  liistury  to  describe 
this  kind  of  thing  there  is  not  now  and  there  never 
has  been  another  CiengraphiGdl  parly ;  that  both  tlio 
otbcr  two  which  now  divide  or  now  unite  Uie  people, 
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—  extending  through  every  State  North  and  South, 
proffssing  political  and  imlustrial  creeils.  seeking  nlv 
jccts,  brcuthiiig  a  spirit  anil  presenting  ciin<]irlAt«ft 
which  every  region  may  own  alike,  exerting  t-aeh  an 
aggregate  of  influence  »iiil  iin[>reNKion  trakiilated  to 
foster  an  American  feeling  and  not  a  ttectional  nti!- 
mosity  ;  —  that  both  these  —  whatever  else  may  he 
iillegcd  agaitist  them  — are  national  parties. 

Tliat  tjio  Geographical  party,  in  its  nature  aix) 
spirit  and  immediate  ot^jeet  of  taking  poNse^itiou  of 
tlie  government,  is  foiuideil  in  «»seiitjiil  injustice  to 
the  section  which  it  excludes;  that  in  ethics  and 
reason  theeie  States  are  partners,  and  Htac)iholder&, 
and  contractom  each  with  all,  —  a  partnership,  an 
incorporation  for  all  the  good  and  glory  and  progress 
to  nhich  nationftl  life  may  aspire  ;  that  therefore, 
although  the  will  of  the  majority  is  tlui  law  of  th« 
mighty  I'unoern,  yi-t  that  that  requires  a  will  ol>edient 
Ut  justice  ;  and  it  ix  not  juNt  lliat  a  section,  or  a  cla»a 
of  partners  should  associate  among  themselves  by 
that  oigaiiization  called  a  party,  to  appropriate,  to 
the  piacticul  exclusion  of  the  rest,  the  government, 
and  all  Uie  honor,  profit,  and  power  which  belongs  to 
itj*  poxsession  and  atlmintKtnition,  fur  an  indefinite 
period,  or  for  a  presidential  term,  forasmuch  a*  it 
violates  or  deserts  the  great  implied  agi-eement  of 
the  society  —  implied  in  the  act  of  coming  into  tJie 
federal  tie — that  a  property,  a  privilege,  a  power,  a 
glovy  so  large,  so  desirable,  as  the  possession  and 
administration  of  the  government,  shall  pass  about 
by  u  just  and  equitable  rotation,  and  every  sectiou 
vliall  at  all  times  have  its  share: 

Tliat  if  the  manner  iu  which  the  South  has  per- 
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fonned  ita  duties  to  the  Union  mod  to  th«  Northern 
secticin  of  Stute^  bo  resided  as  u  wtiule,  from  tlio 
ddoplioii  of  tlic  Cunstitiitiou  to  lliU  day,  it  alT»nlit  no 
jii«tifi<;alion  of  t)it>  att<.-in)il  to  Uki.'  potuteKtioii  of  the 
gnvenimoiit.  to  the  exclitiiion  of  1  hat  section  of  Slates ; 
that  ber  federal  obligations,  aa  ftuoli,  hare  been  dis- 
charged as  the  ^neral  fact ;  that  she  has  svt  no 
example  of  such  sectional  excUuiion  as  tliis  ;  that  hvr 
federal  life  itnd  activities  have  be«iJ  cxtrted  in  Mtid 
tbruugh  nutiunul  p)trliv«,  utid  as  a  hruiicdi  or  wiog 
thciviif;  lliut  itlio  liHs  Kiipplifd  her  projiorlionate 
sbave  of  capacity  and  valor  to  the  service  of  the 
wbolv  country,  and  that  tliu  biul  language,  and  vio- 
lent acU,  and  trea-'toiiahiD  deviccit  of  her  bad  men 
create  no  case  for  the  injiu<tice  here  meditated : 

'riml  tlie  repeal  of  the  Xlissnuri  Compromise,  and 
the  di»po»ition  of  the  South  to  form  Kansas  inio  a 
slav«  Stftte,  while  we  condemn  and  deplore  the  for- 
mer, and  demand  that  the  free-will  of  all  its  people 
shall  be  pennitted  to  disappoint  tbe  latter,  creatinif 
no  necessit}'  for  the  Get^rraiihical  party,  afford  uo 
oxcuM!  for  the  tnjiixlico  meditnti-d  : 

That  eiicli  a  parly  i.*  dang«roiix  to  the  internal  tran- 
quillity and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  tends  by  probable  and  natural  consequence 
less  or  more  remote  to  their  separatioo. 

Such  was  once,  was  ever,  until  to-day,  the  uni- 
versal judgment  of  wise  and  honest  men  and  true 
patriuts  ;  and  by  their  couniwU  it  is  safe,  moral,  and 
respectable  to  abide. 

That  such  a  pni'ty,  militant  or  triumphant,  eleo- 
tiniieering  for  the  administration  or  in  possession  at 
it,  must  exert  influences  of  wide  and  various  evil. 
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even  whether  they  do  or  do  not  reach  to  the  over- 
tlirow  of  our  sx'stcnt ;  that  it  accustoms  the  people  of 
each  Mpctiuii  to  turn  from  couttfrnplatiog  that  fair  aiid 
graiiil  idritl,  the  n-hoK^  Ainvricn,  and  to  And  their 
country  in  on«  of  itn  fi-agment:* ;  a  revolution  of  the 
public  affeotiona,  and  a  Mihstilution  of  a  new  piihtic 
life:  that  it  accustoms  them  to  exaggi-rate,  intensify, 
and  put  forward  into  every  thing  the  one  element  of 
discord  and  divoraty.  and  to  neglect  the  cultivation 
of  the  IcsB  energetic  clement*  of  rcscinhlance  and 
union ;  that^  in  fixing  their  attention  on  n  single  duV 
ject,  and  that  onft  appealing  itimply  to  pFi.<sion  and 
emotion,  to  pride,  to  fear,  to  moral  seiiMibilities.  it 
exasperates  and  embitters  the  general  temper,  and 
sows  the  seed)*  of  aentinienttt  which  we  did  not  in- 
herit, but  which  we  may  transmit,  —  sentiments  of 
the  vehement  and  energetic  class  which  form  and 
uofonn  nations :  that  it  has  to  an  cxtranMliiiury  de* 
gree  changed  the  tone  of  political  di»cnwion  in  this 
)I»  own  aectioii,  and  made  it  intolerant,  immoral,  abu* 
sive,  and  insolent  to  those  who  differ,  to  an  extent  to 
which  our  party  disputes  ha%'e  before  afforded  no 
example ;  that  it  tends  to  place  moderate  men  and 
national  men.  North  and  8outh,  in  a  fnW-  position, 
by  jirescnting  to  them  the  jllenmtive  of  troaKon  to 
the  whole  or  troason  to  the  wction,  — thus  putting 
moderate  counsels  to  shame,  and  destroying  the  in- 
tluence  which  might  help  to  restore  the  good  temper 
and  generous  affection  of  the  parts  nnd  the  whole. 

That  while  it  is  organized  on  the  single  b»:«ix  of 
resistance  to  what  it  calls  the  slave  power,  it  miscon- 
ceives or  dimregards  the  true  duties  of  the  patriotism, 
philHiilhropy,  nnd  Christianity  of  the  Free  States  in 
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the  QiAttcv  nf  tdarery;  tluit  it  exciU-»  hatred  of  Ihc 
master,  but  no  prudent,  nor  reaAintaljlf,  nor  uneful 
love  of  the  sUve  ;  thnt  to  hinder  the  mere  extension 
of  thitt  relution  over  mori'  areu.  althoii<;h  one  f^ood 
thing,  is  not  tliv  only  oue  dcinaiidcd ;  that  even  that 
may  be  rcndi^riHl  wone  t)mn  iisvlest  by  lli«  uiodv  of 
fiiH-lciiig  Uf  etVwt  it ;  Unit  whatsoever  else  w«  do  or 
fltteinpl,  ill  whatsoever  eW  our  jK>wer  oomes  ttliort 
of  our  wishes  in  this  regard,  v&  are  bound  to  know 
that  diftcordii  and  Hniuionitr  on  this  ttuliject  hi^tween 
North  and  South,  however  promoted,  do  hiil  re- 
turd  Uio  training  for  freedom  and  postpone  tJie  day 
of  it«  i^radnid  and  pnuffiil  Httainmi-ut.  If  ye  sa  hate 
tht;  uiuvttT,  or  so  fvHr  hini,  or  so  coiitvnd  vriib  him, 
that  ye  rivet  tiie  fett«r8  of  the  idavc  or  iengthea  the 
term  of  hi»  shivory,  what  reward  have  yc  or  has  he? 
With  thuse  opinions,  FeUow-oilizenit,  I  wiiu,  in  tlits 
election,  at  one  single  object  ^  I  feel  Init  one  single 
hope,  and  one  single  fciir.  To  nie.  all  of  you.  all 
men  who  aim  at  that  object  and  share  that  hope  and 
that  fear,  si'em  allies,  brotliers,  partnem  of  a  great 
toil,  a  givnt  ihity,  HTid  a  connnon  fiile.  Fur  tlio  hour^ 
opinions  upon  otht-r  thingit.  old  party  creeds  adaptisd 
fur  quiet  times,  old  party  nameH  and  symbols  and 
squabblet)  and  difTerencc^  about  details  of  atlmiuiatni* 
tion,  seem  to  me  hushed,  suspended,  irreh'^ant.  tri- 
fling.—  the  small  cures  of  a  mastvr  of  ceremonies  in 
the  pala«:e  on  the  morning  of  the  revolution,  about 
red  heels,  smull-clotbe)',  uml  buckles  in  Ihc  shoo, 
within  an  hour  of  the  final  ^lorni.  I  ««re  no  more 
now  whether  my  co-worker  i»  a  Democrat,  or  tui 
Amerivaii.  or  an  old  W1)ig.  a  Northern  man  or  a  Ctd- 
Ubnii*  man,  than  you  should  care  if  a  fire  fell  on 
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your  city  in  wintor  and  wait  devouring  jour  work- 
shops and  streetfl  one  after  another,  and  )ioui>eles8 
women  and  children  and  old  men  and  »ick  were  seen 
hovvnn);  on  the  side  of  the  river  in  the  snow,  whvthor 
he  who  pnMtod  or  received  your  hueketx  wu«  rocked 
in  hJA  eradlc  on  this  side  of  Uio  sea  or  the  oilier; 
whether  he  was  nu  Anniiiian  or  Oilviiiisl ;  a  ten 
hours'  labor  man  or  a  tweiity-four  hount'  labor  roan. 
Tlio  eleetiou  once  over,  we  are  our  several  selveB 
again.  "If  we  get  well,"  the  sick  man  said,  whou 
with  difficulty  reconciled  to  bis  enemy,  both  being 
supposed  dying,  •'  if  we  get  well,  it  all  goes  for 
nothing." 

Certninly  somewhat  there  Is  in  the  position  of  all 
of  us  a  little  trying,  —  ties  of  years,  which  knit  some 
of  us  together,  arc  broken ;  eold  rcganis  are  turned 
on  lu,  and  hitler  language  and  olander,  oniel  aii  the 
grave,  is  our^. 

"I  cunniM  biit  reiripirilicr  "Ucli  lliiiiit*  •rtm, 

Tll»l  ■*!»  tlIH»t  [IWfitllUi  lO  lllf." 

Ynii  have  decided.  Fellow  Whigs,  that  you  can 
best  contribute  l«  the  grand  end  we  all  seek,  by  a 
vote  for  Mr.  Fillmore.  I.  a  Whig  all  my  life,  a  Whig 
in  all  things,  and,  us  regiinis  all  other  names,  a  Whig 
(o^liiy,  haw  tliought  1  euidd  diseliarge  my  duty  most 
efTeetiially  by  voting  for  Mr.  Kiu-hanan  and  Jlr. 
Breekenridge ;  and  I  ^hfill  do  it.  The  justice  I  am 
but  too  happy  in  rendering  you.  will  you  deny  to  me  ? 
In  doing  this.  1  neither  join  the  Democratic  party, 
nor  retract  any  opinion  on  the  details  of  its  policy-, 
nor  acquit  it  of  its  share  uf  blame  in  hriiiging  on  tli« 
agitations  uf  the  hour.  Hut  there  are  traits,  there 
ore  svntimi'uts,  there  are  specialties  of  capacity  and 
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of  function,  that  nmke  a  (>arty  iw  Ihcy  mnkc  a  m»n, 
which  fit  it  ill  an  extmnixlinary  <i«gn*e  for  si^cial 
service  in  ttpecial  crises.  —  to  meet  particular  forms 
of  danger  by  exactly  adapted  rewstance  —  to  fight 
6n)  with  fire  —  to  encount^^r  W  a  Kharper.  more 
eiicri^vtic.  and  more  pronount-ed  nntiigoniitni  the  pre- 
cise tyi>o  of  evil  whinh  ai^iiU  the  State.  In  this  way 
every  gn-nt  jiaity  micciswivKly  becomes  iJie  saTioiir 
of  the  Conslitution.  There  wak  never  an  election 
contest  that  in  denouncing  the  particulars  of  ita 
policy  I  did  not  admit  that  the  charsclerintic  of  the 
Democratic  party  was  this  :  tliat  it  had  burned  ever 
witli  llmt  prcHt  m.-isttr-piission  tins  Lour  demands  — 
n  youtiifnl,  vi-luMm-nt,  exultant,  ami  prugn-ssive  nn* 
tioniilily.  Tlirnugh  some  errore.  into  some  perils,  it 
has  Iwt-n  lc<I  hy  it;  it  may  be  no  ^nin ;  we  may 
require  to  temper  and  restrain  it,  but  to-day  we  need 
it  all,  we  need  it  all!  —  the  hopes — the  boasts^ 
the  pride  ^  the  universal  tolerance — the  gay  and 
festive  defiance  of  foreign  dictation  —  the  flag  —  the 
miMio  —  all  the  ©motions  —  all  the  tmit«  —  all  the 
energies,  that  have  won  their  victories  of  war,  iiiid 
their  iiiii-iu:lv«  of  national  advancement,  —  tl»e  cnuu- 
try  ni-edit  them  all  now  to  win  a  victory  of  peace. 
'I'iiat  done.  I  will  pass  again.  Iiappy  and  content,  into 
that  minority  of  con&ervatism  in  which  I  have  passed 
my  life. 

To  some,  no  doubt,  the  purport  and  tone  uf  much 
that  I  have  «aid  may  seem  to  be  the  nttt^rftiice  and 
the  spirit  of  fear.  Professors  among  their  cla^»e», 
preachers  to  implicit  congregations,  the  men  and 
women  of  emotion  and  sentiment,  will  mock  at  such 
apprehensions.     I  wish   them   joy  of  their   diacero* 
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toent ;  of  Uic  depth  of  their  readiogs  of  Iiistorj- ;  of 
the  i<ouihIiiv»s  of  their  nerves.  Let  mc  oxctue  inyavlf 
in  ttu!  wortlii  of  nn  Euj^lUh  st»t^>sDiiiii,  then  and  ever 
coiLipietinii^t  for  »inrit  and  eountge,  llie  prf-seiit  prime 
nu]uiit«r  of  Kiigiaiid,  in  n  crii^is  of  Kiigloiid  far  lecju 
urgent  than  thi^i.  "  Tell  me  not  that  thin  in  the  lan- 
gniige  of  intimidation  :  tell  ine  not  that  I  am  ai>peal- 
iiig  to  the  fears  inaUtad  of  to  the  reooou  of  the  Ilouse. 
In  niiitU-nt  of  snvh  high  t^oneern,  which  involve  not 
pt-RtonHl  mid  individuul  conoid  era  tionii,  but  iho  wel- 
fare of  ottc'»  eountry,  no  nmn  ought  to  be  luhaniod 
of  heing  counsellud  by  hi*  feiirit.  But  the  fears  to 
which  I  apjieal  ai'e  the  feat's  whteh  the  brave  may 
acknowledge,  and  the  wi^  need  not  blunh  to  ova. 
The  fear  to  whioh  I  appi'al  in  that  parly  and  provi- 
dent fear  which  Mr.  Durke  ao  beautifully  describes 
as  being  the  mother  of  eafety.  *  Early  and  provident 
fear,'  »i»y«  Mr.  Burke,  '  is  the  motlier  of  safely,  for  in 
tJiat  8l4Lte  of  things  the  mind  in  firm  and  coUcetvd, 
and  the  judgment  unembana^ed  ;  but  when  fear 
and  the  thing  feared  come  on  together  and  preaa 
upon  us  at  once,  even  deliberation,  which  at  other 
times  saves  us,  beconii>s  oiu'  ruin,  beeause  it  delai.'a 
deeuiion ;  »nd  when  the  jtcril  is  instant,  decision 
should  he  iu-itant  too.'  To  this  fear  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  appealing ;  by  thin  fear  le^idatois  and 
statesmen  ought  ever  to  be  ruled  ;  and  he  who  will 
not  listen  to  this  fear,  and  rofuscA  to  be  guided  by 
it^  counsel,  may  go  and  break  his  lanoe«  against 
windmill)!,  but  the  court  of  chancery  should  enjoin 
him  to  alistain  from  medrlling  with  public  afl'airs." 

They   tiiunt   you  with   being  "  I'nion-saveis."     I 
never  thought  that  a  sarcasm  of  the  firat  maguitudet 
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but  nf  UK']]  nan  but  do  their  best,  let  it  go  for  what 
tlii>}'  think  it  worth.  1  lake  for  granted.  Pellow- 
oitiKeiift,  that  yoii.  that  all  of  us.  (3eiipiiH>  cant  and 
hypoL-risj-  in  all  things.  —  the  feigning  a  fear  not  felt, 
the  cry  of  peril  nut  believetl  to  exist,  all  iiivmincKa 
and  all  wivkedncibt  of  faUehoud  in  onr  dealings  with 
the  uiiud  of  the  pciiple.  But  I  take  il  for  gtimtvd, 
too,  that  we  are  above  the  cowardice  and  immorality 
of  KUppressing  our  sense  of  a  danger,  threateaing 
precioiiH  interests  and  possible  to  be  avvited,  from 
the  ib-ciLil  of  jokers  of  jukes  ;  and  that  wc  arc  above 
the  folly  of  yielding  tJiat  va»t  ndvantage  whieb  deep 
convIctioDK  give  to  eanievt  men  in  the  disscneiuns  of 
llic  Kcpublic.  Think  what  a  thing  it  were  to  win 
the  proud  and  sounding  name  in  reality  which  tbey 
bestow  in  derision  !  Suppose,  only  »ni>|iosu  it  so  for 
the  argument,  tliat  there  is  dunger,  overestitnatud 
perhaps  by  the  itolicitiide  of  filial  love,  but  real  or 
probable  and  less  or  more  remote, —  suppooe.  merely 
for  the  BUpiMsition,  that  Washington  Imd  reason  to 
leave  tliiit  warning  against  this  kind  of  geographicaJ 
ComV>i  tint  ions,  vmier  all  prfh-Tt*.  and  tbat  this  one 
comes  within  Ibc  spirit  and  the  terms  of  ttuit  warn- 
ing,—  supiKMe  it  to  be  80  that  we  are  right;  thafe 
vehement  ]i.->«si<iti.s,  eager  |ihilantbropy.  nioriil  emo- 
tions not  patient  nor  comprehenMve  of  the  indlKpco- 
«able  limitations  of  political  duty  ;  that  anger,  pride, 
ambition,  the  lust  of  sectional  power,  the  jealousy  of 
sectionni  aggression,  the  pui^uit  even  of  ends  juHt 
and  desirable  by  means  disproportion ed  and  necdleaa 
and  exasperating — the  excess  and  outbreak  of  vir^ 
tnes,  by  wiueh  more  surely  tban  by  vices  a  eountry 
may  be  uudone,  —  that  these  all  M'orking  in  an  ua- 
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nsHftl  c»njiiiii^tiii«  uf  aflhirs  and  aUHe  of  pulilio.  tem- 
per, tiav«  expotied  and  are  oxprcing  thu  rnion  to 
danger  less  or  ntoie  remote,  —  and  then  suppose  that 
by  some  word  seasonably  uttered,  some  vote  openly 
nnd  ooiirngcously  given,  soinc  sincere  euuviclion 
plainly  cxpressiul,  we  «ould  do  Kuiiivthing  to  cftni 
the  reality  of  tlie  piaiKO  which  they  give  ns  in  jest,  — 
something  for  lli«  safety,  somcUiiiig  for  thv  peace,  of 
this  holy  ajid  beautiful  boilite  of  our  fathers,  —tM>nie- 
thing.  were  it  ever  so  little,  —  would  not  this  be 
compensation  for  the  laughter  of  fools ;  ay  I  for 
alie»ut«d  frientUhiiM,  averted  faces,  and  the  serpent 
looth  of  slander,  —  a  thing  worth  dying  for,  and  uvtm 
wortJi  having  lived  for  ? 
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AMERICAN    NATIONALITT. 


AN  OSATIOK  nSLIVKRED  fX  TI08T0K  OS  TIIK  RIOIITY-UtOOKD 
ANNIVEtlSAKY  OF  AMERICAN  tKDErENDKXCK,  JBLY  (,  UM. 


It  i»  well  that  in  our  year,  bo  busy,  so  secular,  »o 
diitconlant ,  there  coniex  one  day  when  the  word  is, 
and  wbeii  the  emotion  is.  "Our  couoti^-,  our  nliole 
country,  and  iiathing  but  our  country."  It  is  well 
that  law.  our  only  soverfign  on  earth  ;  duty,  uot  less 
the  dauKblcr  of  God,  not  less  within  her  sjihcro  su- 
preme :  cii»Iuiii,  not  old  alone,  but  honored  luid  ii.-H>fuI ; 
memories:  oiu-  hi-iirts, — ^liiive  set  a  time  in  which  — 
scylhu,  loom,  and  anvil  Ktillod,  ithopi^  itlint.  wharves  si* 
lent,  the  lliig.  —  our  Hag  iinrent,  — thefliigof  our  glory 
and  eoninie  in  oration,  waving  on  maat-head,  steeple,  and 
highland  —  we  may  come  together  and  walk  hand  in 
hand,  tlwughtful,  admiring,  through  thoM!  gullcriuB  of 
civil  grtuliiess;  when  we  may  own  together  the  »|)cU 
of  one  hour  of  our  history  upon  tis  all ;  when  fauitM 
may  I*  forgotltn,  kindnesses  revived,  virtues  ruDieni- 
bered  and  skctuln^d  iinblamt-d;  when  tlie  arrogance 
of  reform,  the  excesses  of  i-eform,  the  strifea  of  paj^ 
ties,  the  rividries  of  regions,  shall  gi\'e  place  to  a 
wider,  warmer,  and  justi'r  Hcntimvnt:  when,  tiu'iiiag 
from  the  corners  and  ibirk  places  of  offcniiivcui-ss, 
if  eiucb  the  caudle  lighted  by  malignity,  or  ciivy,  or 
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^ceti^nriousQess,  or  truUi,  huti  reveiLlcd  nnywhere. — 
when,  ttiriiiiifT  frunt  lliv»«,  wc  tnny  go  up  (oj^llior  lo 
the  licrene  and  Ewcret  monntnin>top,  mid  tliete  pause, 
imd  iticrc  unite  in  tlie  reverent  exclamation  and  m 
lliv  cxulliuit  prayer. "  How  beautiful  at  last  are  tliy 
uibLTiinclvti !  What  people  at  hist  in  like  unto  thee  1 
l*fnce   he   within    ilty   pnlucvs,  and  joy  witlnn  thy 

tgatuH!  Tlifi  high  plaevs  are  tliinu,  und  theru  ehidt 
thou  MtAnd  proudly,  and  titiiucently,  and  securely." 
Happy,  if  »ueh  a  day  .thall  not  he  de.'ieorat«(l  l>y  our 
service  I  Happy,  if  for  us  that  dejicending  aun  shall 
took  out  OD  a  more  loving,  more  elevated,  more 
uuil«d  Ammca!  Tliese,  no  less,  no  narrower,  be 
I  the  uimB  of  our  telebralion.  These  always  were  the 
Irue  aims  of  this  celebration.  la  its  origin,  a  recital 
or  defence  of  the  i^roundii  and  principles  of  the  Revo- 
lution, now  demanding  and  pt-rmitting  no  defence,  all 
taken  for  grunted,  and  nil  had  by  heart;  then  some* 
tiutcs  wasted  in  a  parade  of  vain-glory,  eheap  and 
vulgar.  itouictinieH  profaned  by  the  attack  and  repulw 
of  pai-tinan  and  local  rhetoricians ;  its  great  work,  itn 
distinctive  c-liarscter,  and  its  chief  lessons,  remain  and 
vindicate  themselves,  and  wUl  do  »o  nliile  the  eye  of 
tile  fighting  or  the  dying  shall  yet  read  on  the  stain- 
less, ample  folds  the  superscription  blazing  still  in 
light,  "  Liberty  and  Union,  now  and  for  ever,  one  and 
iuscparuble." 

I  have  wished,  therefore,  as.  it  was  my  duty,  in 
doing  mywlf  the  honor  to  join  you  in  this  act,  to 
give  »ome  direction  to  your  thoughts  and  feelings, 
Buit«d  at  once  to  the  nation's  holiday,  and  seasonable 
and  useful  in  itself.  How  difficult  this  may  be,  I 
knoiv.    To  tn%  however,  to  try  to  do  any  thing,  ia 
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easy,  and  il   is  Amenean   alrm.     Yniir  candor 
make  it  doubly  easy,  and  to  your  candor  I  commit 
myself. 

Thfi  liirthday  of  u  nation,  old  or  young,  and  «er. 
taiiily  if  young,  is  a  time  to  think  of  the  means  of 
keeping  alive  the  nation.  X  do  not  mean  to  say, 
howi'VL-r,  because  I  do  not  l)elievL%  ttint  there  is  bub 
vtw  way  to  this,  the  dlri'M't  and  llie  diductio.  Kor  &t> 
Wt  it  in  thf  Mpirit  of  ihe  daj*  wUivli  we  would  i^ln'risb. 
H  ift  our  great  annual  nulioiml  lnvo-f<*aHt  whirl)  we 
kei'p :  and  if  we  lifte  from  it,  with  hcartt*  Itu^i-r,  beat- 
ing fullf  r,  with  fueling  purer  ami  warmer  for  America, 
what  signifies  it  how  frugally,  or  how  richly,  or  how 
it  was  Bprcud;  or  whether  it  was  a  strain  on  the 
organ,  the  trumjK-t  tones  of  the  Declanition,  the 
prayer  of  the  good  man,  the  sympathy  of  ihe  hour, 
or  what  it  was.  which  wrought  to  that  end? 

I  do  not,  therefore,  any  that  sueh  an  anniversary  ia 
not  A  time  for  thiinkKgiviiig  to  Gi^hI,  for  gratitudu  to 
men,  tl)o  living  and  the  dead,  for  tears  and  thotights 
loo  deep  for  teaw,  for  eulogy,  for  vxullalion,  for  all 
the  memories  and  for  all  Ihe  contrast*  which  soflvit 
and  lift  up  the  general  mind.  I  do  not  s.iy,  for  ex- 
ample, that  to  dwi'U  on  tliat  one  image  of  progress 
which  is  our  history ;  that  image  so  grand,  bo  dax- 
tUiig,  so  eoiistaiit ;  that  stream  now  dowing  »o  far 
and  swelling  into  so  immense  a  flood,  but  which  burst 
out  a  small,  cliokvd,  unuvrtain  spring  from  the  ground 
at  flret ;  that  transitimi  from  the  Itoek  nt  Plymouth, 
from  the  unforli)ied  penini>ula  At  .lamestown,  to  this 
Ameriui  which  lay^  a  hand  on  lioth  the  oceans, — 
from  ttiiit  heroic  yet  feeble  folk  whost  aUownnec  to  a 
mail  by  Uie  day  >vas  live  kernels  of  uoru,  fui  thrtse 
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monttui  no  com,  oi-  a  piece  nf  li!il>,  or  a  monldiNl 
rtiiiiiitnlur  bUoiiit,  or  »  limb  of  u  wild  bird  ;  to  whom 
n  dmiiglit  la  spring  wiw  n  fvar  ami  a  jiiilgment.  and 
a  call  fur  huniilialion  before  (io<l;  who  held  their 
breatJi  nlien  ii  flight  of  arruwH  or  ft  war-cry  broke  the 
innocent  sleepior  startled  the  brave  watching, —  ftom 
tlint  handful,  and  that  want,  to  these  tnilliotu.  whose 
urciL  is  H  continent,  whose  harvests  might  lo»d  the 
boiinl  of  fanitiiiiiiig  tmtions,  fur  whom  a  world  in  anox 
has  no  ttnTor; — to  tnio-c  the  lonfi  scriM  of  «aui8e9 
which  i-iiiineclvd  tlif^e  twu  i;ontrii»tcil  voiiditio»»,  the 
Providcn<-(rg  which  ordained  and  guided  a  growth  80 
stnpeiidniis ;  the  doniiiia.nt  i-ace,  »ober,  earnest-,  cou- 
atrtteiivc,  —  changed,  but  uot  degenerate  here;  the 
influx  of  other  race»,  aasiniilfttiug,  eloquent,  and 
brave  ;  the  fuition  of  all  into  a  new  one;  the  sweet 
stiuiuUttous  of  liberty ;  the  removal  by  the  whole 
widtJi  of  oceans  from  the  establi«hiiieut«  of  Europe, 
»lmkcn,  tyniiiiiio^d.  or  burdened  ;  the  hcullhful  virgin 
world;  the  uuivcrKul  prugrvwi  of  ti'asoii  and  art, — 
universal  fts  civilizntian ;  Uie  aspect  of  revolutions 
on  the  human  mind  ;  the  expansion  of  discovery  and 
trade  :  tlte  developing  sentiment  of  independence  ; 
the  needftd  baptism  of  wars;  the  brave  men,  tiio 
.wise  men;  the  Constitutiou, llie  I'nion;  the  nnlionnl 
life  and  the  fccHng  of  union  which  Imvo  grown  with 
our  growth  and  slrfngthcned  with  uur  strength,  —  I 
do  not  say  that  meditittioiis  »tioh  a»  thejie  might  not 
teach  or  deepen  the  lesson  of  the  day.  All  tJiese 
things,  so  holy  and  beautiful,  all  thiugs  American, 
in«y  u£Ford  certainly  the  means  to  keep  America  ulive. 
Tlmt  vast  panorama  unrolled  by  our  geneml  history, 
01  unrolling;    that  eulogy,  so  just,  so  fcrvcot,  no 
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splendid,  so  approved ;  that  electric,  seasonable  mem- 
ory of  Wiuihiiif^n ;  tliat  purchatic  and  that  dwlica- 
tioii   of  the   dwi-lliuj^  and   tho   tomb,  the   work  of  I 
woinnu  and  of  the  uralor  of  tho  r^k  ;  tliut  rucord  of  I 
liix  g«nt>niU,  that  visit  to  hattle-fii-lils;  th«t  reverent  { 
wiping  away  of  Aiitl  from  great  uriw ;  that  s]>ecula-  i 
tinn,  iJiat  dreant  of  her  past,  prettent,  and  future ;  i 
every  ahip  Ixitlded  on  lake  or  ocean ;  every  treaty 
concluded ;  every  acre  of  territory  annexed ;  every 
cannon  oast;  eveiy  machine  invented ;  every  mile  of] 
now  railroad  and  telegraph  undertuken ;  cvor>-  dollar  j 
udddd   to   the   aggregate  of   national   or   individual ; 
wealtit,  —  tlicsc  all.  as  Kubjcct«  of  thought.,  as  inottvea  ] 
to  prirlv  and  cure,  u&  tttachurs  of  wisddm,  &»  agitncics 
for  probable  good,  may  work,  may  iiisnre,  that  eiirtUly 
immortality  of  love  and  glory  for  whitjh  tbix  cvlvbra>| 
tion  waH  oidained. 

My  way,  however,  idiall  be  lestt  ambitions  and  less] 
indirect.     Think,  then,  for  a  moment,  on  AmkiiicaitJ 
KATiONAUTY  itself;   the  outwaitl  national  life  aiul 
the  inward  national  sentiment.     Think  on  thia;  itt 
nature,  and  tome  ^tf  ita  amditiotu,  and  tovie  ef  itt\ 
ethiei,  —  I  would  say,  too.  some  of  its  dangetH,  bufe 
there  shall  he  no cxprusisioii  of  evil  omcti  in  tliis  stAg^i 
of  tlio  discourse;   and  to-tluy,  at  least,  the  word  is' 
safety,  or  Iioimj. 

To  know  the  natnre  of  .American  nutionality,  ex- 
amine it  first  by  contract,  and  then  examine  it  IQ 
itself. 

In  some  of  the  elemental  characteristics  of  (Ktlitical 
opinion,  the  American  people  are  one.  These  they 
van  uo  more  renounce  for  »ul>stancc  than  the  higlieHt 
siinitiiit  of  the  highest  of  the  White  Hills,  than  the 
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ponk  of  the  Alleghanies.  than  the  Rocky  Mountains 
call  bow  and  cast  themselves  into  the  sea.  Through 
all  their  history,  from  the  dawn  of  tlie  colonial  life 
to  ihu  hri^htiti-HS  of  this  rising,  they  have  Kpuhen 
thvm,  lh«y  liavc  writti.-ii  (hcui,  they  hiivc  uctcit  tlicin, 
tb«y  hav«  tun  over  with  them.  In  all  !ttjig««,  in  all 
agonies,  through  all  report,  good  and  evil,  —  sioraft 
learning  from  the  gnlden  liine«  of  ancient  and  iiiiKli- 
ffival  freedom,  Greece  and  Italy  and  Oeneva,  from 
Aristotle,  from  Cieero  and  Bodinus,  and  Machiave) 
and  Calvin ;  or  later,  from  Hamiigton  and  Sidney 
and  Rouaseau ;  some  learning,  all  reinfoiving  it  di- 
rectly from  nature  and  nature's  God.  —  all  have  held 
and  felt  that  every  man  was  equal  to  every  other 
man  ;  that  e%'ery  man  liad  a  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
tfao  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  a  crmseicuco  uufettc-n-d ; 
that  the  people  were  the  source  of  power,  and  the 
good  of  the  people  was  the  political  ohject  of  society 
itsulf.  This  creed,  so  grand,  so  broad,  —  in  its  gen- 
eral and  duly  qualified  toruiH,  so  true,  —  planted  the 
coloniea,  led  them  through  the  desert  and  the  sea  of 
ante-revolutionary  life,  rallied  them  all  together  to 
resist  the  attacks  of  a  king  and  a  minister,  sharpL'ucd 
and  pointed  the  bayonets  of  all  their  buttles,  buret 
forth  from  u  million  lips,  beamed  in  a  milliou  eyes, 
burned  in  a  million  bosonts,  8ounde<l  out  in  their 
revolutionary  eloqueni^e  of  fire  and  in  the  Ueelara- 
tioi(,  awoke  the  thunders  and  gleamed  in  the  light* 
uing  of  the  deathless  words  of  Otis,  Henry,  and 
Adama.  was  graved  for  ever  on  the  general  mind  by 
the  pen  of  Jcflereon  and  Paine,  survived  the  exeitc-  < 

meuts  of  war  and  the  necessities  of  order,  penetrated 
and  tinged  all  our  cunstJtutiunal  composiliou  and  pol- 
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ic}'.  Mid  all  our  imrty  orgaiiiEnlions  and  nomenclature, 
and  »tan<ta  to-<Iayt  radiant,  duftaitt,  jocnnd,  tiptoe,  on 
the  AumRiita  of  our  greatite^.  one  autlioritalive  and 
louder  procI»niatioit  to  humanity  by  Freedom,  the 
guardian  and  the  avenger. 

Uut  in  some  trails  of  our  politics  we  are  not  one. 
In  iiome  traits  we  differ  trom  one  aoothert  and  we 
change  from  ourselves.  You  may  say  these  are  aub- 
ordtnati-,  executory,  iuMtruniutitiil  tntit«.  Let  \i*  not 
cnvil  about  names,  but  find  tlie  ea^ences  of  thingii. 
Our  object  i^  to  know  the  nature  of  American  nation- 
ality, and  we  ai-e  attempting  to  do  so,  first,  by  coti- 
trasting  it  with  its  antAganisms. 

Tlicre  lire  t«o  great  existoncea,  then,  in  our  ciTil 
life,  which  have  this  in  common,  though  they  have 
oothiug  ebe  in  common,  tliat  they  may  come  in  con-  ' 
flict  with  the  nationality  whii?h  I  describe :  one  of  ■ 
them  constAnt  iii  its  operatiou,  constitutional,  litralth- 
ful,  auxiliary,  eren ;  tlut  other  rarer,  illegtUinnto. 
abnormal,  terrible ;  one  of  them  a  force  utiiler  law  ; 
the  other  a  violence  and  a  phenomenon  above 
and  against  law. 

It  is  first  the  capital  peculiarity  of  our  mtem.  now' 
a  commonplace  in  our  politics,  that  tlie  affitotioni 
whieh  we  give  to  country,  we  give  to  a  divided"' 
object,  the  Slates  in  whit^li  we  live  and  the  Union  by 
whieh  wc  are  enfolded.  Wo  st-rvc  two  masters.  Oup 
hearts  own  two  love«.  We  live  in  two  couutrics  ftt 
once,  »nd  are  commanded  to  be  capacious  of  both. 
How  easy  it  is  to  reeoncilc  tliese  duties  in  theory; 
how  reciprocally,  more  than  compatible,  how  helpful 
and  independent  they  are  in  theory ;  how  in  this 
respect  our  eystem's  difference  makes  our  system's 
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and  from  tliese  blended  colors,  and  tliift  action 
and  eouiitf-rfiL-tioii,  liow  miirvellouH  a  beaiitv,  and  how 
gniid  »  hurriioiiy  wc  draw  out.  you  all  kuuw.  Pmc- 
tivally  you  know,  U)u,  tliv  adjuKluiunt  ]tti*  not  been 
quitv  so  Minple.  How  the  CuitKlitution  attomiiU  it  is 
plitin  enougl).  Tli«re  H  U ;  Ultra  »cripta  matut,  tiiid 
heaven  and  earth  shall  jioiui  before  one  jot  or  one  tittle 
of  that  Scripture  shall  fail  of  fullilraent.  80  we  all 
eay.  ami  yet  how  men  have  divided  on  it.  How  they 
dividod  in  the  jirest  convention  itself,  and  in  (he  very 
preM-ncc  of  Wattliinf^toii.  How  the  people  divided  on 
it.  How  it  lnu  created  parlies,  lost  and  j^veu  power, 
bestiiwi-d  gri'iit  ri-pulalion»aiid  taken  them  away,  and 
colored  and  .shaken  the  univenuti  counte  of  our  public 
life '  Bnt  liuw  you  ever  considered  that  in  the  nature 
of  things  thi.«  must  be  iw?  Have  you  ever  conwdered 
that  it  was  a  federative  ayHteni  we  had  to  adopt,  and 
that  in  such  asi-steni  a  conflict  of  head  and  members  is 
in  some  form  and  to  some  extent  a  result  of  coarse? 
There  the  Slates  were  when  we  became  a  nation. 
There  they  have  been  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yesi«  —  for  oue  liundretl  and  seventy  years.  Some 
power,  it  was  agreed  on  all  liandK,  we  iniist  delegate 
to  thi>  new  giivoniment.  Of  some  thunder,  snme 
iii^i^nin,  simie  beaniH.  some  means  of  kindling  pride, 
winning  gratitude,  attracting  honor,  love,  obedience. 
frien<ls,  all  men  knew  they  must  be  bereaved,  and 
they  were  BO.  But  when  thia  was  done,  there  were 
the  States  still.  In  the  schemo  of  every  statesniaii 
they  remained  a  component  part,  unaniiiliilatod. 
iudeKtructible.  In  tlie  scheme  of  the  Coniititution. 
of  compromise  itnelf,  they  remained  a  component 
part,  indestructible.     In  the  theories  of  all  publicists 
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klld  lin  «pe<;ii1ntors  Diey  wore  rvluincd,  And  tlioy  were 
valued  for  it,  to  hitiiU-r  mid  to  di»uri»  tlinl  conlrtil- 
ization  which  imA  been  found  In  W  (lie  dnngcr  aiid 
the  weakness  of  federal  liberty.  And  tlien  when  you 
bear  in  mind  that  tliey  are  sovereignties,  yMiai.  but 
HO vcrei^'n til's  stitl ;  tJiat  one  of  the  inoHt  dr<.'a<l  and 
tiATieoeiidout  prerogiitivws  of  Ho^'eri^ij^nties,  iho  pre- 
rogative to  take  lifu  anil  liberty  for  crimf,  is  llieire 
without  dispute ;  that  in  tlie  theories  of  i«i>me  schools 
they  may  elaiin  to  Ixt  parlieit  to  the  great  conijioct, 
and  an  auch  may,  and  that  any  nf  them  may,  seoede 
fnirn  that  (.■ompuet  when  by  their  corjKintlo  judgment 
they  deem  it  to  be  broken  fiindamenlitlly  by  the 
nthem.  and  that  from  aneh  a  judgment  there  ia  no 
appeal  to  a  common  peaceful  umpire ;  that  in  the 
theories  of  aome  schoola  they  may  call  out  their  youngp 
men  and  their  old  men  under  the  pains  of  death  to 
defy  the  swoi-d  point  of  the  federal  arm  i  that  they 
can  jiour  aronnd  even  the  gallow«  and  the  tomb  of 
bim  who  died  for  trvason  to  the  Union,  honor,  opin- 
ion. Uttm,  and  Ihun  auKtain  the  last  untimely  hour, 
and  toothe  the  disembodied,  oomplaining  xhade  ;  that 
every  one,  by  name,  by  line  of  Ijoiindiiry.  by  jurisdic- 
tion, is  distinct  from  every  other,  and  every  one  from 
tite  nation  :  that  within  their  inviolnte  borders  lie  our 
forms,  our  home*,  our  mcetirig-hout>e»,  our  graves ; 
that  their  laws,  their  courts,  tlieir  militia,  their 
police,  to  m  vast  an  extent  protect  otir  persons  fiYim 
violence,  and  our  houses  from  plunder:  that  their 
heaven  ripens  our  harvests ;  their  schools  form  our 
children  "a  mental  and  moral  nature ;  their  charities 
or  their  taxes  feed  our  poor ;  their  ho»pitiil»  euro  or 
dhelter  our  insane;  that  their  image,  their  opiniooa. 
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th«ir  literature,  their  ntoi'Ality  are  arouii<]  ua  cvor,  a 
presence,  a  moiiitmcnt.  an  atHifisjilicrc  —  when  you 
consider  this  you  ft-el  how  pi-natlcal  ami  how  in^vitA- 
bl«  b  that  antngDiiismloasinglo  national  liTe.  and  how 
true  it  is  that  wo  "huy  all  our  hlesulngit  at  a  price." 

But  thcrv  is  anuthor  nuta'^Duisra  to  eucl)  a  uAlional 
Mfu,  lens  conHtniit.,  \e*»  Ivgitimntfl.  Ium  compmisiiti'il, 
[xnore  terrible,  to  ivhich  I  must  n-fi-r,  —  not  for  rep- 
rTobatiou,  not  for  warning,  not  vvi>n  for  gnaf,  but 
that  we  may  know  by  contrast  nationality  iti^elf,— > 
and  that  is.  the  element  of  snctione.  This,  too,  is 
I  old ;  older  thau  the  StateH,  old  as  the  Colonies,  old 
f*»  the  chnrchcH  tliai  iiliiiitcd  them,  old  as  Junicstown, 
old  aa  I'lyinouth.  A  thousand  fonna  di.-<.^ii»<i  and 
express  it,  and  in  all  of  Uteni  it  ia  liidi!Oii».  Ciuidi- 
dum  aeu  Kigrum  Koe  tu  Homaiie  cavtio.  Black  or 
whit«.  as  you  are  Anierieanii,  dread  it,  tihun  it! 
Spriiijriug  fi-nin  nianj'  causes  and  fed  by  many  stimu- 
lations; springing  from  that  diverftity  of  cliinnte, 
buMoesB,  institutions,  nccomplishnient,  and  morality, 
which  comes  of  ourgreatnests,  and  compels  and  should 
constitute  our  onler  and  our  agreement,  but  which 
only  makes  their  diHiuuhy  and  their  merit ;  from  that 
self-love  and  srlf-piL'ferenee  wliieh  aru  their  own 
itlaiidiird,  exclusive,  iutolenint,  and  censorious  of 
wliat  ia  vi»e  and  holy ;  from  the  fear  of  ignorance, 
the  jealousy  of  ignoraneo,  tlie  narrowness  of  igno- 
rance ;  from  incapacity  to  abstract,  combine,  and 
grasp  a  complex  and  various  object,  and  thus  rise  to 
the  dignity  of  concession  and  forbejirance  and  vom- 
pnimise ;  from  the  frame  of  our  civil  polity,  the 
nece^ititiea  of  our  public  life  and  the  natuie  of  our 
ambition,  winch  forccii  all  men  not  great  men,  —  the 
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B)ini)>ter  in  litx  [Mtritih,  the  politicmn  on  th«  Hliimp  on 
slcctUin  fiay,  the  editor  of  tlie  party  iiewsjwpcr,  — to 
take  his  fwe  or  Iiih  patronage  frum  uu  uitciiMi  IocmI 
opinion,  aiitl  ttierefore  to  do  his  bust  to  cri-utv  or  ruin* 
force  it ;  from  our  feilenitivn  guviTuinciit ;  from  our 
good  traits,  biul  truil»,  niid  Toolinli  traits;  from  that 
vain  iind  vulg«r  tiiitikvriti^  for  Kurop«an  reputation 
aiul  n.*Mpi!Ct  for  Eiiropi-an  opinion,  which  foigeu  that 
one  may  kiH)w  A n.stophanei<,  and  Gcogntphy.  and 
th«  CoMmical  Unity  and  Tellmic  ioHuenccis.  and  the 
ttmaller  morals  of  life,  and  all  the  tioundin<;  prutou- 
sioDS  of  philunthrcipy,  imd  yet  not  know  AnK'ric-A; 
from  that  philu)iU)i}iy,  fuWIy  so  called,  whivh  )K>ik«t« 
emptily  of  pnijjruss,  rt;iiyuncc!<  tnulitioiDi.  donieit  (Jod 
ami  wursiiips  itM-lf;  from  »n  airogniit  and  flsiiliy 
Iit«r«tiini  whic-li  mi«taki»(  n  new  phnwo  for  it  ii«w 
thuu(;ht,  and  old  iionsentte  for  now  truth,  and  is  ^lad 
to  ext^hange  for  the  fame  of  draw)ng-it>oiuii  and  giar* 
lor  windoWH,  and  the  »ide*lighta  of  a  car  in  motion, 
the  approval  of  time  and  the  world  ;  from  philan- 
thropy whicli  ifi  ehort-sighted.  imftatient  and  apasr 
modic.  and  cannot  be  made  to  appreciate  tliat  its 
^rundc!«t  and  sorc^it  ngent,  in  His  eyv  whoso  Itfi'lime 
M  Ktt;niity,  and  who«e  penodx  an  aj:;c9>,  w  a  nation 
and  a  Hober  public  opinion,  and  n  ttafe  ami  silent 
adx-anceraent,  reforming  by  time;  from  that  spirit 
which  would  rule  or  ruin,  and  would  reign  in  hell 
rather  tlian  serve  in  heaven ;  itpringing  from  theeie 
causes  oud  ittimuhitiMl  thti»,  thero  Is  nn  element  of 
regioiw  •□tiigoiii»tio  to  nationality.  Alwnja  I  have 
said,  ttivrc  was  one  ;  always  ibere  will  be.  It  lifted 
Un  shiiuk  MomuliiiieM  t-vt-n  above  the  silver  <rlitrioa 
tone  that  called  millions  to  unite  for  independence. 
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It  TeaUted  the  noinination  nf  U'n.shington  ta  com- 
muixl  aiir  nniii<>a ;  made  hi^  new  l«vies  Iiate  oii« 
another ;  asuUtetl  the  cahallings  of  Gates  atvi  Con- 
way; mocked  his  retreats,  and  threw  it«  damp 
patwin];  cloud  for  a  moment  over  his  exceediug 
filiirv  i  o]ii)o«cd  tlic  adoption  of  any  constitution  ; 
and  perverted  by  oonstructiuu  and  deiiutiucod  as  a 
cnveuaiK  with  hpll  Uic  actual  Conittitution  wlicn  it 
was  adopted;  Vtroiight  into  uur  vocabulary  awl  di«> 
cossions  tJie  hateful  and  ill-onu!n«d  wonts  North  and 
South.  Atlantic  and  Weatfivn,  which  the  grave  warn- 
ingii  of  the  Farewell  Address  exjHwe  and  rebuke; 
tranHformcd  the  Hoor  of  congress  into  a  hattle-field 
of  oonlcnding  local  policy  :  convenetl  its  conventions 
at  Abbeville  and  llartfoni;  rent  asnnder  conferences 
and  synoiU ;  tuinod  staled  assemblica  of  grave  clergy- 
men and  ^ravc  luyincn  into  shows  of  gladiators  or  of 
the  lieaslK  of  gladinti^tv;  chcckcil  (bu  holy  effort  of 
mtwtionih  »nd  set  hack  the  shadow  on  the  dial-plate 
of  a  cprtjiin  amelioration  and  ultimate  probable  eman- 
oipatiou,  many  decrees.  Some  might  say  it  cuhni- 
oated  lat«r  in  an  enterprise  even  mure  duriiif;  still ; 
bat  othent  might  deny  it.  The  aitliitrt  upon  that  flro 
are  not  yet  cold,  and  we  will  not  ti«a<l  npini  them. 
But  all  will  unite  in  prayer  to  Almighty  God  that  we 
may  never  see.  nor  our  children,  nor  their  children 
to  the  thoiii<amllh  geiu-ralion  may  ever  sec  tt  culmi- 
nate in  a  (ieograpliical  party,  Itanileit  to  elect  a 
Geographical  President,  and  inaugurate  a  Geograph- 
ical policy. 

"Talnr  unj  di>pebal  that,  snd  ihoa  art  ■clRome!'* 
Bat  now,  by  the  side  of  thia  and  all  ant  agon  i-iraft, 
higher  than  they,  stronger  tlutn  they,  tJiere  rises 
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ooloewl  th«  fine  »wvi;\  »|iint  or  nationality,  the 
lintionaltty  of  Am4>i*ioii!  See  there  tlie  pillar  of  fire 
which  Ci()d  ha^  kiiidlird  and  lifted  and  moved  for  our 
hoatii  and  our  ages.  Gaze  on  tliat,  worehip  that, 
worship  the  highest  in  th«t.  Between  that  light  and 
our  eyes  a  cloud  for  a  time  may  seem  to  pithvr ; 
chariolM,  armed  mon  on  foot.  IJn*  troojis  of  kings  may 
march  on  ns,  and  oni-  feai^  may  iimtce  us  for  a 
moment  turn  from  it ;  a  sea  may  spread  before  us, 
and  waves  seem  to  hedge  us  up ;  dark  idolatries  may 
alienate  some  hearts  for  a  season  from  that  worstup  ; 
revolt,  rvhollioti,  may  bri'iik  out  in  the  i^ani]),  and  the 
wat«n  of  our  springx  may  run  bitter  to  the  taste 
and  niOf^k  it;  between  ua  and  thnt  Caiiaitn  a  jipvat 
liver  may  seem  to  he  rolling;  hut  beneath  tbat  Iiigh 
guidance  our  way  is  onward,  ever  onward  ;  lhos« 
waters  shall  part,  and  fltand  on  either  hand  in  heaps; 
that  idolatry  shall  repoTit ;  that  rebellion  sliall  be 
crushed  ;  that  stream  shall  be  sweetvned  ;  that  over- 
flowing river  shall  he  pawed  on  foot  dry  shod.  In 
har\'c«t  time;  and  fivini  that  pnimined  land  of  flock^t 
fields,  ten ta,'moun tains,  coasts  and  ships,  from  North 
and  South,  and  East  and  West,  there  slialt  swell  one 
cry  yet,  of  victory,  peace,  and  thanksgiving  1 

But  wo  were  seeking  th»'  nature  uf  the  spirit  of  na- 
tionality, and  we  piuts  in  this  inquiry  from  contrrU<;t  to 
analysis.  You  way  call  it,  subjectively  regarded,  a 
mode  of  contemplating  the  nation  in  its  essence,  and 
BO  far  it  is  an  intellectual  conception,  and  you  may  call 
it  a  feeling,  towards  tho  nation  thus  couteniplated,  and 
ao  &ir  it  is  an  emotion.  In  the  iutdlcotual  exorcise 
it  cont<-mplat«s  the  nation  as  it  is  one,  and  asitU 
di»tingui»hed  from  all  other  nations,  and  in  the  emo* 
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ticHial  exei'oiM  it  loves  it,  and  U  proud  of  it  as  thus 
it  is  con tvin plated.  Tliis  you  may  vail  it«  uUimnte 
RnRlrsis.  But  how  mucli  more  is  incIudiKl  in  it! 
How  miicli  (lows  from  it  I  Hnw  cold  mid  inndt-tiMate 
is  ituch  a  dMcription,  if  wc  leave  it  tlierel  Think  of 
it  first  as  a  state  of  eoimciousnetiit,  a>«  a  spring  of  feel- 
ing, OS  a  motive  to  exertion,  as  blessing  your  conntry, 
and  as  reacting  on  ;on.  Think  of  it  as  it  tills  your 
mind  and  <iutok<:nK  your  heart,  and  as  it  filU  the  mind 
and  quickens  tlie  heitrt  of  millions  around  you.  Iii> 
ItanUy,  uudor  such  an  inflneiicc,  you  ascend  above 
tile  smuke  and  *.tir  of  lliis  itniall  looal  strife;  you 
tread  upon  tlie  liiyh  placw  of  llit;  earth  and  of  hi»- 
tory;  you  think  aiul  feel  a^  an  Ameriean  for  America; 
her  power,  her  eminence,  her  oon.4idemlion,  her  honor, 
are  your;! ;  your  competitors,  like  heis,  are  kings; 
your  home,  like  hers,  is  the  world ;  your  path,  like 

I  hers,  is  on  the  highway  of  empires  ;  our  charge,  her 

'  eharge.  is  of  generations  and  ageu  ;  your  record,  her 
n-cord.  ia  of  treaties,  battles,  voyages,  beneath  all  the 
consteDntions ;  her  imnge,  one,  immortal,  polden.  rises 
on  your  eye  as  our  western  star  at  evening  rises  oa 
the  trnveller  from  his  home ;  no  loweriii);  cloud,  no 

i<angry  river,  no  iinjitring  spring,  no  broken  crevasse, 
bo  tn<iml»t4:d  city  or  plantation,  no  tracts  of  »and, 
arid  and  burning,  on  that  surface,  but  all  blended 
and  softened  into  one  beam  of  kindred  raj-s,  the 
image,  harbinger,  and  promise  of  love,  hope,  and  a 
brighter  day ! 

Think  of  it  next,  as  an  active  virtue.  Is  not  all 
history  a  recital  of  the  achievements  of  nationality, 
and  an  exponentof  its  historical  and  imperial  nature? 

.Even  under  systems  far  less  perfect,  and  in£uences 
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fur  less  auKpicioua  than  ohk.  haa  it  uot  lifted  ttt>«lf 
lip  for  i>  time  above  all  things  incji>K>r,  vitiil kiting 
'U«ei{  br  uclioii.  by  th<;  Rublimity  of  a  bravu  daring') 
(iUCc««Hriil  or  uii«iii>cci«Ariil.  by  llie  ttnblimily  of  tt 
working  lio]ie?  How  loose,  for  example,  and  bow 
porlidioum  was  that  union  of  the  States  of  (ireeee  in 
M  times  1  How  ciiHtiiict  were  the  nations  of  Attica, 
of  Lnconia.  of  Thossaly.  of  Borotia.  ai»d  how  iiHeriy 
tiitinfltt-icnt  thfl  oracle,  the  Amphivtyoiiic  Assembly, 
tile  games  the  great  flnt  epic,  to  restrain  Athens 
and  ^partn  and  Thebes  from  eontvnding,  by  diplo- 
macy, by  fraud,  by  battlu,  for  the  ina»lery!  And 
yet  even  in  the  hi»toricAl  at;o,  when  the  storm  of 
Eastern  invaii'ion  »wept  tliat  bine  sea,  aikI  those 
laii|*hing  i.tlaiuK  and  irou-bmind  eoaitt,  over,  above, 
grainb-r  and  more  uwfn]  than  the  fear  and  jmliey 
which  eonnselled  temporary  union,  —  were  tliere  not 
dome,  were  there  not  many,  on  whose  perlnrbed  and 
lowering  motives  came  the  thonght  of  that  great, 
ooromon.  Greek  name;  that  rae«,  kindred  ut  laat, 
though  pidicv,  tbnngli  mines  of  marble,  though  ages 
had  parti**!  ibein. — lliut  golden,  aiieienl,  puli^hed 
8])»fvh,  that  inherited  ancestral  glory,  that  national 
Olyinpns.  thai  inviolated,  sterile,  and  separate  earth, 
that  fame  of  camp&,  that  tire  of  camps  which  pnt  ont 
the  ancient  life  of  the  Troy  of  Aaia ;  and  wan  it  not 
snch  memories  as  these  that  burn  and  revel  in  the 
pages  of  Herodotus?  Did  not  Sparta  and  Athens 
hate  one  another  and  fight  one  another  habitually, 
and  yet  when  those  Laceda'nioninn  levies  gazed  so 
steadfastly  on  the  faces  of  the  fallen  'at  Marathon, 
did  they  not  give  flreek  tears  to  Athens  ttn<i  Gn-t-k 
curses  to  Persia,  and  in  the  bonr  of  Plata^a  did  tliey 
not  stand  together  against  the  barbarian? 
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What  else  formed  tlie  secret  of  the  brief  spell  of 
Kiviixi'H  power,  aii'l  l>iiriieil  luvl  sparklcrl  in  the 
potjlry  »ii<l  ilieloric  of  \m  friend  Petrurcli,  and 
soothed  the  dark  lioiir  of  the  grander  itoul  of  Miu-hi* 
avel,  loathing  that  Italy,  and  recalling  that  ntJier 
(lav  when  "  eight  hnndr«d  thousand  men  sprang  to 
arms  at  the  rumor  of  a  Gallic  invasion  "  ? 

Is  not  Prusiua  afraid  of  Austria,  and  Saxony  of 
Buvarift,  and  Frankfort  jealous  of  Drestlen,  and  so 
tlnnnglt  the  twenty-seven  or  fight  or  thirty  Sliit*-s, 
gn'tit  and  stuall ;  and  yet  th^-  dear,  c-uiiitnon  fiithui- 
land,  the  old  Gennnii  tongue,  the  legmid  of  Hermann, 
lh>'  unlive  and  titulitr  Ithiue  flowing  rapid,  di-ep,  and 
niajestic,  like  ilic  life  of  a  hcroof  ftntii|uiiy,^rlo  not 
the-te  Kpeetnclci*  and  these  traditions  somet  imr-K  wake 
the  natioiinlity  of  Germany  to  action,  as  well  as  lo 
life  and  hope  i 

But  if  you  would  contemplate  nfttioualitr  as  an 
active  virtue,  look  [it'oitn<l  you.  le  not  onr  own  his- 
tory one  witness  and  one  rceoni  of  what  it  can  do? 
This  day  and  all  whieh  it  stnnds  for,  —  did  !t  not 
give  us  these?  This  j,'l"ry  of  llie  fields  of  thiii  war, 
this  eloquence  of  that  levolutinn.  this  wide  one  ^heet 
of  flame  which  ivrapped  tyrant  and  tyranny  and 
swept  air  that  escaped  fi-om  it  away,  for  ever  and 
for  ever;  the  courage  to  fight,  to  retreat,  to  rally,  to 
advance,  to  guard  tlie  young  flag  by  the  young  arm 
and  the  young  heart's  Utood,  to  hold  up  nnd  hold  on 
till  the  magnificent  couenmmatiun  crowned  the  work, 
—  were  not  all  these  imparted  as  inspired  by  this 
imperial  sentimeut?  Hiu  it  not  livre  begun  the 
muster-work  of  man,  the  creation  of  a  national  life? 
Did  it  not  cull  out  that  prodigious  development  of 
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vieidnm.  Die  windom  of  oonHtructi veneris  which  illus- 
trated tlie  yean  after  Oie  war.  and  the  fraiiiing  and 
adopting  vi  the  CuiiBtttutiaii?  Has  it  not.  ill  the 
gi;ni;rul.  coiitnhiik*<)  t-o  Uiv  mhiiiiiistcriiig  of  thut 
[jovvriitiK'iit.  wi.%i'iy  Kiid  well  since?  Look  At  it!  It 
liUN  kitiiiU'd  Hit  to  no  ainis  of  eontjiiest.  it  has  in- 
Toh-ed  us  in  no  entangling  aUianceii.  It  hati  kept 
our  neutrality  dignified  and  just.  The  victories  of 
peace  liave  hecn  our  jnized  victories.  But  thi^  larger 
and  tnier  grnndvtir  of  the  nations,  for  which  they  aro 
crentcd  and  for  which  lhi*y  niiist,  one  day,  hefiire  Munc 
tribunal  give  aceonnt,  what  a  niea.s)ire  of  these  it 
hax  enay)l«d  ui*  nlieady  to  fiillil  I  It  ha»  lifted  us  to 
the  throne,  and  has  net  on  our  hrow  the  name  of  the 
gri'at  Kepitlilic.  It  has  taught  uh  to  demand  nothing 
wrong,  and  to  snl>n)it  to  nothing  wrong ;  it  lias  mode 
our  diplomacy  sagacioUR,  wary,  and  accomplished  :  it 
has  opened  the  iron  gate  of  the  mountain,  and  planted 
our  ensign  on  the  great,  tmnquil  sea  ;  it  has  made 
the  desert  to  bud  aud  blossom  a»  the  rose ;  it  lias 
quickcni'd  to  life  the  giant  brood  of  useful  arte;  it 
ha«  whitened  lake  and  ocean  with  the  sails  of  a  dar- 
ing,  iit'w,  and  lawful  trade ;  it  hjw  extended  to  exileat, 
flying  aa  clouds,  the  ajsylnm  of  our  better  liberty  ;  it 
has  kept  us  at  rest  within  all  our  borders;  it  has  re- 
pressed without  blood  the  intemperance  of  local  in- 
subordinfiliou;  It  has  st-uttered  the  seeds  of  libertjTt 
undor  liiw  and  under  order,  broudcjist ;  it  bait  seen 
and  helped  American  feeling  to  swell  into  a  fuller 
flood ;  from  many  a  field  and  many  a  deck,  though  it 
aeeks  not  war.  makes  not  war,  and  fears  not  war, 
it  has  borne  the  radiant  flag  all  unstained ;  it  haa 
opened  our  age  of  lettered  glory  ;  it  has  opened  and 
honored  tlie  age  of  the  indu^trj'  of  the  people  t 
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AV«  liave  ilone  with  the  iiatiiie  of  Amerii.'Mii  nation- 
lity.  with  its  contraAl^s  aiialvhi-i,  and  fniitd.  I  have 
less  pleasure  to  remind  rnu  that  it  has  conditions 
also,  and  ethics.  Atid  what  are  some  o£  these  ? 
This  in  our  nest  conHidemtion. 

And  thv  fir«t  of  thti»e  i»  that  this  nationnl  existiMiee 
b,  to  ail  «xtruon)iniiry  degree,  not  a  growth,  hwt  » 
production ;  tliat  it  hn»  origin  in  the  will  and  the 
reason,  and  that  the  will  and  the  reason  must  keep  it 
olive,  or  it  can  bear  no  life,  I  do  not  forget  that  a 
power  above  man's  power,  a  wisdom  above  man's  wis- 
dom, u  reason  ttbove  man's  reason,  may  be  tracetl  with- 
out ih'.-jireMuiriptiioiiitnessof  fanaticism  in  the  fortiint-s 
of  Anionoji.  I  do  not  forj^t  that  God  liiis  hoeii  in  onr 
history.  I^yoiid  that  dnzxliiig  progress  of  art,  society, 
thought,  which  it*  of  His  ordiiitiiiig,  altli'iiij^h  it  may 
seem  to  a  false  philosophy  a  fatal  and  inevitable  How 
under  law, —  beyond  this  I  do  not  forget  that  there 
have  t)een,  and  there  raiiy  be  again,  interpositions, 
providential,  exceptional,  and  direct,  of  tbut  .Stipr<;me 
Ag«>toy  wilJiout  which  no  spairow  falleth.  Thai  con- 
dition of  niiiiil  iirid  of  opinion  in  [■'tii'0{>e,  and  more  than 
anywhere  i.-l.'«e,  in  Kiigland,  which  luaiked  the  period 
of  emigration,  and  bore  flower,  fruit,  and  seed  after 
its  kind  in  the  new  world ;  that  conflict  and  upheaval 
uiid  fermenting  in  the  age  of  Charles  the  First,  and 
Ihc  I>oiig  i'urltamcnt,  and  Cromwell,  and  Milton, — 
\-iolated  nature  asserting  hentelf;  that  disappearance 
of  the  old  races  here,  wasting  so  mysterioutdy  and  ho 
seasonably,  —  that  drear  death  giving  plac«  as  in 
nature  to  a  better  life  ;  that  long  colonial  growth  in 
shade  and  storm  and  neglect,  sheltered  imjwrfcctly 
by  our  relations  to  the  mother  coimtxy,  and  not  yet 
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«xpo6«d  to  the  t^nipeM  nml  li^litiiiri;;  of  the  bigit 
places  of  political  indeiwiidi^npe;  tiiirdened  and  poor, 
but  yet  evoiring,  gerrainant,  prophetic ;  that  inHane 
eommou  ntbick  of  one  tymnay  on  so  many  chart«Ta : 
that  isiioof'iisiiin  of  incompetent  Engliub  eoini»iui<lcn< 
and  Knglirth  lactiir^  agninat  iih  in  the  \rar ;  that  one 
8onl  bmslhed  in  a  moment  into  a  continent;  tfie 
Declaration  so  timely,  and  so  full  of  tone ;  tlie  name, 
the  services,  the  influence  of  Washington.  —  these 
are  "  parte  of  llifl  yrny*,"  and  we  may  understand  and 
ftilorr  them. 

I  do  not  for^t  either  that  iii  the  great  Itret  Kt«p 
we  luid  to  take  —  that  diffioultj  so  8tupendn»(t,  of 
beginning  to  mould  the  eolonies  into  a  nation,  to 
overcome  the  prejudices  of  habit  and  ignorance,  the 
petty  carila  of  the  pelh",  the  envy,  the  jealousy,  the 
ambition,  the  feai-s  of  great  men  and  little  men:  to 
take  away  partition  walls,  roll  away  provincial  flags 
and  huiiJ)  provincial  drums,  ami  give  to  the  young 
Republic  E  Plurilntg  Unvm,  to  set  out  onn-ard  and 
upward  on  her  Zodiac  path,  —  I  do  not  forget  that  in 
thi^i,  too,  there  were  h«l|ie4  of  circumstances  for  which 
DO  pliilflsophy  and  no  pride  can  make  ns  unthankful. 

Take  one.  Have  you  ever  considered,  specuLiting 
on  the  nty»teries  of  our  national  being,  how  providen- 
tially the  colonial  life  itself,  in  one  respect,  qualified 
for  Union,  and  how  providentinlly  it  came  to  jiwtts 
that  independence  and  nationality  were  born  in  one 
day?  Suppose  that,  from  the  times  when  they  were 
planted  resj^eetivt'ly,  ibcse  colonies  had  been  inde- 
pendent of  one  anoilit-r,  and  of  every  one,  —  suppose 
this  hswl  been  so  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  yean*,  for 
one  hundred  and  seventy  years  j  that  in  the  eye  of 
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pithlic  law  they  bad  through  nil  that  time  rauk<>d 
willi  Etigliiml,  with  Fruncw;  that  through  oil  that 
tiiiR'  iht-y  hnil  nia<1(;  w«r,  coiichnk-fl  pi-uci-,  tK-giitiiittfcl 
tr«ulivi«  uf  coimuvroe  uiul  of  ulliunci',  rccfivwl  mid 
wilt  mitiistew,  ciiiued  niouev,  su|Krinl«iided  Intdp, 
'*dniieall  other  Ihin^  which  iiidi-{HTideiit  Static  of 
right  inaj  do : "  and  then  that  a  stiigle  foreign  power 
had  sought  to  reduce  them.  I  do  not  8«y  thnt  that 
[lower  would  have  reduced  theui.  I  do  not  aaj  that 
necessity,  timt  prudence,  which  m  uivil  neceBUty, 
woidtl  not  have  taught  thvm  to  ami^t  oiiv  auolUcr, 
and  that  in  omr  ^eii^e,  and  that  a  ju^t  uiii%  thoy  would 
have  fought  and  Iriinnphed  togellier.  Butwh«n  that 
victory  wu»  won  aiKl  thn  cloud  rolled  olT  iteawarrl, 
^KuKI  tlK'^e  victon>  }i»v«  fluwn  luitf;  »n  ea.tily  int^  a 
Mtunioii  enthrane  and  heeonie  a  »i(igle  people?  Thitt 
long  antecedent  several  independence ;  this  long 
antecedent  national  life.  —  would  it  not  have  indu- 
rated them  anil  scjHirated  them?  These  old  high 
octiooa  ftwl  high  piui-ions  flowing  diverse ;  then 
oppOMd  haniien  of  oM  fiehU ;  this  miwiu  of  ho«til« 
inarohetM ;  thoMe  oiemoric:*  of  an  nttithared  ])a«t ;  llii» 
hiKtory  of  n  glory  in  which  one  only  had  pttrt,  —  do 
you  think  they  could  have  been  melted,  softened, 
and  beaten  quite  f^o  easily  into  the  unity  of  a  oomnton 
life?  Miglit  not  the  world  have  seen  here,  instead, 
another  Atlica,  and  Achaia  and  Laceda-inonia,  and 
Mvssina,  and  Nuplcii  and  Klorcnc«  and  Saxony? 
Did  not  that  colonial  life,  in  ibt  nature  —  that  long 
winU-r  and  lingering  spring  —  discipline  and  prci>aro 
men  for  the  future  of  their  civil  life,  as  an  April 
snow  enrichea  the  earth  it  aeenis  to  bnry?  Did  it 
not  keep  back  the  growths  which  might  otherwise 
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bare  shot  up  into  inipracH<:ahle  raiiknesiies  and  div«t 
MtieH?  Did  it  not  divert  men  frani  t)i«mselve»i  to 
one  nnothiT  —  from  Ma«»u.-lit»>etls  and  Virginiii  aod 
New  York,  (o  tti«  forming  or  tlic  possible  Amvriua? 
Tn»t«ad  of  Htiitiliiig  auA  «iifc<>l>lii)g,  did  it  not  «n1argu^H 
and  strengthen?  And  vhon  nil  that  hoitt  flocked ^^ 
together,  to  ttutte  tugetlter  the  flKt  vatent  of  inde- 
pendent life,  and  one  high,  common,  proud  feeling 
pcrviidud  tlieir  ranks,  lifted  up  all  hearts,  softened  all 
h«art«  at  once  —  und  u  Rhode  Island  General  waa 
»cen  to  fight  iit  (he  KuMws ;  and  a  Ni-w  Yorker,  ori 
one  well  helovtKl  of  MassacluiKett^,  ni  Santtiiiga;  and] 
a  Virginian  to  giiid(>  th«  common  war,  and  a  iinited 
army  to  win  the  victory  for  all  — was  not  the  transi' 
tion,  in  a  moment  ro  sublime,  more  natural,  lessi 
violent,  more  easy  to  the  transcendent  conception  of] 
uatioitality  itself? 

I  do  not  deny,  too,  that  some  things  subordinate 
and  executory  are  a  little  vasier  Ihnn  at  first:  that 
the  friction   of  the  maehine  vs  ]c^  xomcwhat  i  that 
mere  ndniinii'lralion  ha.«  grown  simpler;  that  organ- 
ixatioiiK  have  boen  cfTfcted  which  may  move  of  ihem- 
Klvea ;  that  departments  have  been  created  and  Miti 
going,  which  can  go  alone  ;  that  the  Constitution  hasi 
been   construed   uuthoritjttively ;    that   a  course^    aj 
routine  has  been  e^tabliithed  in  which  things  —  some] 
things^  may  go  on  as  now.  withnnt  your  thoii^fbt  or 
mind.     Itold  he  ts,  moreover.  I  admit,  noi  wiiti-,  who 
would  undertake  to  determine  what  chance,  or  what  | 
Pixivtdence  may  do,  and  what  man  may  do  in  titc 
flU8tentation  of  national  life.     But  remember,  ihat  is 
a   false   philosophy  and  that   is   no  nligion    which! 
absolves  from  dut^-.     That  is  impiety  wliicb  boosts  of  i 
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a  will  of  God,  uud  foi-gcU  tliB  LuNioess  of  man.  Will 
and  reaaon  created,  will  and  reason  uitwt  ke«p. 
Every  day.  still,  we  are  in  committee  of  tht?  whole  on 
the  question  of  the  Constitution  or  no  Constitution. 
Eternal  vigilance  i»  the  condition  of  uniou,  lu  tlier 
say  it  is  of  liberty.  I  hare  heard  that  if  tlie  HKm« 
Omnipotence  wliich  formed  the  universe  at  tiritt 
nbould  suspend  its  care  for  a  day,  primeTal  chaos 
Wi-re  come  t^in.  Dure  wo  nsk  such  a  speculation 
in  politics  and  act  on  it?  Consider  how  new  is  this 
America  of  70^*^!  Some  there  are  yvt  alive  who 
saw  this  infant  rocked  in  the  cradle.  Some  there  are 
yet  alive  who  beheld  the  Jirat  inauguration  of  Waith* 
ington ;  many  that  felt  how  the  titlings  of  his  death 
smote  on  the  general  heart.  Some  now  alive  utiw  tho 
deep  broad  trench  iii-st  excavated,  the  stone  drawn 
from  the  mountain-side,  the  mortar  mingled,  the 
Cyclopean  foundation  laid,  tlic  tears,  the  anthems,  the 
thuulufgiving  of  the  dcdi(;ation  day.  That  unknown, 
therefore  raagiiiiicd,  therefore  magnificent  original  j 
Uiat  augti^t  tradition  of  a  mixed  human  and  Divine; 
that  hidden  fountain ;  the  long,  half-hidden  flow 
glancing  unc^vtain  and  infrequent  through  the  open- 
ing of  the  old  forest,  spreading  out,  at  last,  after 
leagues,  after  centuries,  into  the  clear  daylight  of 
history:  the  authoritative  prescription;  the  legend, 
the  fable,  the  toues  of  uncertain  harps,  the  acquies- 
cence of  generations,  rising  in  a  long  line  to  lifu  un 
to  a  gift,  —  where  for  ns  are  they?  On  all  this 
architecture  of  utility  and  reason,  where  has  time 
laid  a  finger?  What  angularity  has  it  roundvd  ; 
what  slone  tuis  jt  covered  with  moss ;  on  what  sjdicnt 
or  what  pendant  coignv  of  vantage  has  it  bmit  it« 
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nest;  nn  wlmt  deformity  han  iU  niooiiliglit  aiid  tvi- 
light  fallen  ?  What  enablra  ha  then  to  withhold  for 
A  moinent  the  sustitiiiing  hand  ?  The  counsel  of  pbi- 
losophy  and  history,  of  Cicero,  of  Machiav?!,  of  Mon- 
tesquieu, to  turn  to  the  first  principles,  to  reproduce 
and  reconstruct  the  ancient  freedom,  tite  ina^vuliite 
virtues,  the  plain  wisdom  of  the  origiitnl  — is  it  not 
Mtwonahle  OQun&vl  eminently  for  you?  Rfniomlier, 
j-Otuf  reason,  your  will,  may  ket-p,  must  keep  what 
i-eason  ami  n-ill  butldcil.  Youra  i»  the  rt^^poimibility, 
yonn,  to  conntry.  to  man,  nn.tharcd,  iincoiiccated. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  iii^ed  to  say  next  that  such  a 
spirit  of  natfonality  reposing  on  will  and  reason,  or, 
however  produced,  not  spouianfoiis.  and  therefore  to 
some  extent  artificial,  demands  a  specific  culture  to 
develop  it  and  to  make  it  intense,  sure  and  constant. 
I  need  not  oay  this,  because  it  is.  so  plain  ;  hiit  it  is 
important  na  well  as  plain.  Tliere  is  a  love  of  connti)' 
which  comes  uncalled  for,  one  knows  not  how.  It 
comes  in  with  the  very  air.  the  eye,  the  ear,  the 
iuHtincts,  tJio  firat  taste  of  the  motJior's  milk,  the 
fii«t  beatings  of  the  hvart.  The  faces  of  brothera 
and  sisters,  and  the  loved  father  and  mother,  —  the 
laugh  of  playmates,  the  old  willow-treo,  and  well, 
and  school -ho  use,  ihe  bees  at  work  in  the  spring,  the 
note  of  the  robin  at  evening,  the  lullaby,  t)ie  cows 
coming  home,  the  singing-book,  the  catechi.'^m.  tlie 
visits  of  neighbors,  the  general  training,  — all  things 
which  make  childhood  happy,  bogiu  it ;  and  then  as 
the  age  of  the  passions  anil  the  age  of  the  reason 
dnw  on,  and  love  und  the  sense  of  home  and  secu- 
rity and  pTOpei-ty  under  law,  come  to  life;  —  and  aa 
the  story  goe»  round,  and  as  the  book  or  the  news- 
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paper  relates  tli«  l&'^s  favored  lot«  of  otiier  lands,  and 
tlie  public  and  the  private  iteiute  of  a  man  ta  foriuiDg 
and  formed,  there  ia  a  type  of  patriotism  alrvjuly. 
Tlius  they  had  imbibed  it  who  stuod  tltut  charge  at 
Cou(%>rd,  aitd  they  who  huag  deadly  on  the  retreat, 
and  ibuy  who  threw  up  ihv  basly  >ud  imperfect 
re<Ioubt  uu  Bunker  Hill  by  ui{;bl,  sul  on  it  the  blood- 
red  provincial  tlii(;,  and  passed  so  odmly  with  Fi«acott 
and  Pnlnam  and  Wanuu  through  the  experieacca 
of  the  first  lire, 

Htit  DOW  to  direct  this  sponlaiicoua  sentiment  of 
hearta  to  the  Union,  to  nitse  it  Iiigb,  to  make  it  broad 
and  deep,  to  instruct  it,  to  educate  it,  is  in  some 
tbingti  harder,  some  tilings  easier ;  but  it  may  be 
done ;  it  must  be  done.  Sbc,  loo,  tiaa  her  spectaoles ; 
she,  too,  ?ia«  her  grt^at  iianie^ ;  she,  too,  has  ti<;r  food 
for  palriotLsni, for  ihihlbood.  for  man.  "  Aniericnnii," 
Haid  an  orator  of  France,  "  begin  with  the  infant  in 
liie  cradle-  Let  the  first  word  he  lisps  bo  Washing- 
ton." Hang  on  iiiB  neck  on  that  birthday,  and  that 
day  of  hia  death  at  Mount  Vurnon,  the  Mvdfd  oi 
CtiuRrcss,  by  ita  dark  ribbon ;  tell  him  the  story  of 
(hi-  Hag,  att  it  poiNses  );Iiltcring  along  the  road;  bid 
liim  liifton  to  that  plain,  old>fa«luoned,  8tin-ing  music 
of  the  Untont  lead  bim  whenncbool  i»  out  at  even- 
ing to  the  giave  of  his  great-gr>tnd father,  the  old  sol- 
dier of  the  war  ;  bid  him.  tike  Hannil>a],  at  nine  years 
old,  lay  the  little  hand  on  that  Constitution  and 
swear  reverently  to  ohtwrvc  it ;  lift  him  up  and  lift 
yourselvL'i)  up  to  the  height  of  American  fe«ling; 
opon  to  him,  and  think  fur  yourselves,  on  tliv  I'ela* 
tion  of  America  to  the  States;  show  him  upon  the 
map  tile  area  to  which  site  has  extended  herself)  the 
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climates  tJmt  come  into  the  number  of  her  months; 
the  silver  pnilis  of  her  trade,  witle  as  the  world  ;  tvll 
him  of  her  contributions  to  humanity,  and  her  [tro- 
tests  for  free  government;  keep  with  him  the  glad 
and  solemn  feiubi  of  her  appointment ;  hury  her 
great  names  in  his  heart,  and  into  your  hearts;  con- 
template habitually,  lovingly,  intelligently,  this  grand 
abstruction,  thin  vast  reality  of  good ;  and  such  an 
institution  may  do  somewhat  to  traiisfurin  this  sm^ 
pasHing  beauty  into  »  uutional  life,  which  shall  lust 
while  sun  and  moon  endure. 

But  ther4.>  is  another  condition  of  our  mtttoiiiilit 
of  which  I  must  suy  soniL'thtiig,  und  that  ii«  tliat  it 
rests  oil  coinproniitM.-.     America,  Ute  Constitution,'' 
practicable  policy,  all  of  it,  are  n  compromise.    Our 
pubiiti  a  {xwsiblo  —  it  can  draw  it«  breath  for  a  da] 
—  only  by  compromise. 

'fliwe  is  a  cant  of  »hallowiit?<8  and  fanaticism  which 
misnudei-stand^  and  denies  this.  There  is  a  distetn- 
peitxl  au(]  anibitiou.i  morality  which  says  civil  pru- 
dence is  no  virtue.  There  is  a  philanthropy,  —  so 
it  calls  itself,  —  pedantry,  arrogance,  folly,  cruel^, 
impionsness,  I  call  it,  fit  enough  for  a  pulpit,  totally 
unfit  for  a  people ;  fit  <juougli  for  u  preacher,  totally 
unfit  for  a  Htatesman  ;  —  which,  voiifouudiiig  large 
things  with  little  things,  cuds  with  iiieaii^,  subordi- 
nate i-nds  wttli  c'hiiff  eiida,  one  man's  .sphere  of  re- 
spoiiKii)ility  with  another  man's  sphere  of  re^poiitti- 
bility,  eecd-time  with  harvest,  one  science  with 
another  science,  one  truth  with  another  truth,  one 
jurisdiction  with  another  jurisdiction,  the  spau-Ioug 
day  of  life  with  ihe  duralioit  rif  States,  generals  with 
univcr^ls,  the  principle  with  llie  practice,  the  Anglo- 
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Celtic-Saxon  of  America  with  the  pavers  of  Paris, 
ciitliiif;  down  the  lialf-grown  tree  to  snatch  llio  un- 
ri[«>  fidit — there  U  n  piiilimthropy  which  ncolds  nt 
tim  own,  and  calls  it  names. 

To  ftucli  a  spirit  I  liuvo  notliing  to  Gar.  hut  I  have 
something  to  »ay  to  you.  It  is  rvniArkcd  by  a  very 
leading  writer  of  our  time«,  ljor*l  >Ucft«Iay,  —  enno- 
bled leas  by  title  than  by  geniutt  and  fame,  —  "  that 
coniprumise  is  the  essence  of  politica."  lliat  which 
overy  man  of  sense  admits  to  be  so  true,  na  to  have 
become  a  commotiplnce  of  all  politics,  is  peculiarly 
true  uf  our  national  pirlitics.  Our  history  is  a  rvt-'onl 
of  ci>iiipromi»e:« ;  and  this  frei-doni  and  tlits  glory 
ntu>!4t  their  wisdom  and  bi'ur  tlieir  fruits.  But  can 
the^e  compromises  stand  the  liii^hvr  test  of  morality? 
Concessions  for  tliu  mikc  of  the  nation ;  eoiK-cssioiis 
for  what  the  general  opjuiou  of  America  hns  pro- 
nounced concesftions  for  America;  concessions  in 
measures;  conceasiou<i  in  npirit  for  such  an  end;-^ 
are  thoy  a  virtue  ? 

I  hope  it  is  wortli  something,  in  the  first  place,  (hat 
the  jud^ucnt  of  civilization,  collected  from  all  its 
expre»«ion  and  all  its  expuncnt)^  has  ranked  cunces- 
«ion  for  tlie  keeping  attd  well-being  of  the  nation, 
among  the  whiter  virtues.  Starting  with  the  grand 
central  sentiment  that  patrintiHni  in  the  nnhU'ft  prac- 
tical limitation  of  universal  philanthropy,  and  re- 
serving its  enthusiasm,  its  tears,  for  the  martyred 
patriot,  and  deeming  his  death  the  most  glorious  uf 
dcatliK,  it  has  given  ever  the  tirst  place  to  him  whose 
fii-miicss,  wisilom,  and  mwleration  have  built  t)i« 
State,  and  wbo^  flrmne!i»,  wisdom,  and  moderation 
keep  the  State.  'Hiese  traits  it  Itas  stamped  aa  virtues. 
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These  tnits  it  ha«  dtamped  m  great  virtues.  Poetiy,' 
art,  bisttfiy,  biugrapliy,  the  funeral  ilLieourHe,  tlie  ut- 
terance of  that  judgment,  how  uiiivet^ally  have  ihoy 
M  staitiiKcl  tliom  I  He  wIiohc  harp,  ihvy  iuu<j,  attracted 
aiid  fiunl  Nftvage  nutun-s ;  lie  whu  gave  to  hi*  people, 
not  thv  l>eat  guverunieiit,  hut  the  best  that  tliey  would 
bear ;  Ite  who  by  tiruftly  lulnptatioii)*  elevated  an  infe- 
rior ctoMi  to  equality  with  a  superior  clai»,  and  made 
two  nations  into  one  ;  he  whose  tolerance  and  com- 
prcheusiou  put  out  the  fires  of  peruecution.  and 
placed  all  opinions  and  religions  on  one  plane  before 
the  law  1  ho  whose  bcaliug  counsels  composed  the 
distractions  of  a  various  empire.  —  lie  is  tlie  grout 
good  man  of  civilization.  Ainbiltun  might  hav6  heea 
his  uut  to  MWe  extent,  hut  the  rc«ull  is  a  coantty, 
a  p<jw-«r,  0.  law.  On  that  single  title,  it  raised  Ida 
atattie,  hung  on  it  the  garland  tliat  cannot  die.  kept 
hU  birtlxlay  by  the  firing  of  cannons,  and  ringing  of 
IkIIs,  and  pror-es^inus.  and  thanka  to  God  Almighty. 
He  may  not  have  been  fortunate  in  war;  be  may 
not  have  been  foremost  among  men  of  genius ;  but 
what  Luxembourg,  ulint  Eugcuv.  what  Murlborough* 
beapcd  on  hU  vn^hva  .such  a  niontnutrut.  its  the  wise« 
just,  cold,  Dutch  deliverer  of  England?  What  Gal 
what  Lee,  what  Alexander,  what  Napoleon,  won 
auch  honor,  such  love,  such  sacred  and  warm-fvslt 
approval  as  our  civil  father.  Wastungton  ?  Does  that 
judgment,  the  judgment  of  civilization,  condemn  I)e- 
UQotiithencs,  who  would  have  inv!tc<l  Persia  to  help 
gainst  Jlavedon ;  or  Cicero,  who  pniiscd  and  soothed 
the  young  Ootavius.  to  win  him  from  Antony ;  or 
the  Calvinist  William,  who  invited  Uie  papal  Austria 
to  fight  with   him   against   Louis   XIV.?     Docs  1 
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dream  of  brarHJing  such  an  act  as  hypocrisy*,  or  npos* 
tftsy?  Does  it  not  reoogiiize  it  rather  iis  wimlom, 
patriotiiim,  and  virtue,  tnasculiin'  and  iiitflligeitt? 
Does  it  not  rather  give  him  all  lioitor  and  thanks, 
who  could  forego  the  sweeU  of  revenge,  lise  above 
tlie  cowardice  of  selBshne^  and  the  narrow  memory 
of  penwnal  Jnapplicnblo  antocedeiits,  and  for  the  love 
of  AthvnK,  of  Rome,  of  England,  of  liberty,  cotdd 
ningiiatiimouely  grasp  tliv  hoUc!  glor>~  of  great  Doula? 

But  (hi«  jii(lgmi-nt  of  civilization.  I  maintain  next^ 
is  a  sound  moral  judgiuunt.  It  in  fuiindi^tl  on  a  theory 
of  duty  which  makers  tliv  highest  utility  to  man  the 
gmiide»t  achievvnifnt  of  man.  It  thinks  that  it  di^ 
oerii8  that  the  national  lift-  is  ttie  true  uitoful  human 
life.  It  thinks  that  it  disevriis  that  the  greater  io- 
olttdcx  (he  k'ss;  that  beneath  ihat  unlc-r,  that  govern- 
ment, that  law,  that  jH»wvr,  reform  is  easy  and  reform 
ia  »afe,  —  refonn  of  tho  man,  reform  of  Ibe  nation. 
It  ventni-ew  t<i  hold  that  a  nation  is  the  gmndest  of 
the  innlriimi^nUlilies  of  morals  and  i-oligion.  It  holds 
that  under  that  wing,  beneath  that  lightning,  there 
in  room,  there  is  capacity,  for  hnmhiy  imitating  Hid 
plan  who  sits  in  the  circle  of  eternity,  and  with  whom 
a  ihonnand  years  are  ag  one  day;  room,  motive,  ca- 
pacity for  labor,  for  ciiltuiie.  for  preparation,  for  tlie 
preaching  of  the  gospel  of  peai-e  to  all,  for  elevating  by 
alow.  sure,  and  cjuiet  gradations  down  to  ita  depths, 
down  to  it§  chains,  society  itself.  Coiicessiou  to  keep 
such  an  agent  is  concossion  to  promote  such  ends. 

Do  }'0u  remember  what  a  great  moralist  and  u 
greut  muii.  Archbishop  Whalcly,  stiid  on  this  stibjvvt 
in  the  House  of  Lonls?  Hu  was  advocaling  coiices- 
&ioa  to  Catholics;  and  K«e  bow  much  stronger  wna 
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truth  tbaij  tbe  hatred  of  theologlatiii.  The  biogra- 
pher of  Peel  calls  tht*  simm'l'Ii  u  splendid  piece  of  rea- 
Koiiiiig  ;  Hiid  it  decided  tlm  votfl :  — 

*'  So  gix!ut  is  the  outcry  which  it  fans  been  the 
fMahiori  among  sonio  persons  for  wveriil  yettn  ptut  to 
raise  ngaiust  txpedimt^f/,  thnt  the  very  word  hiu  be- 
come uhiiost  ail  ill-omened  80un<I.  It  weius  lo  bo 
Uioiight  by  many  a  uuffK'ient  ground  of  condvnma- 
tion  of  any  legislator  to  »Ky  lliat  lie  is  gtiide<l  by 
views  of  eKjiwliencv.  And  nonie  seem  even  to  be 
a.>«tinined  of  arknowlt^dging  that  they  ai%,  in  any 
degree,  bo  gtiided.  I,  for  one,  however,  aiu  content 
to  submit  to  the  irapntation  of  being  a  votar>-  of  eit- 
pedicncy.  And  what  is  more,  t  do  not  see  what 
right  any  one  who  is  not  so  has  to  *\l  iu  Purliament^ 
or  to  take  any  part  in  public  nffniis.  Any  one  wlio 
may  choose  to  acknowledge  that  the  mcasums  tie 
opposes  are  expedient^  or  that  those  lie  recouiucndft 
are  inexpedient,  uu^jlit  manifestly  to  liavu  no  sent  iu 
a  deliberative  assembly,  which  i»  con.'ttituled  for  tlia 
ex]>n;s»  and  sole  pnrpose  of  considering  what  meas- 
ures are  eondncive  to  (He  public  good; — in  other 
words,  'expedient.'  I  say.  the  '■  puhlic  good.'  becausie, 
of  course,  by  *  expedivncy  '  wc  mean,  not  tliat  which 
may  bcnefll  some  individual,  or  »omc  party  or  dasa 
of  men,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  public,  but  wliat  con- 
duces to  tbe  good  of  the  nation.  Now  IhiM,  it  is 
evideDt,  is  the  veiy  object  for  which  deliberative 
assemblies  are  con8titut4.-(I.  Ami  so  far  is  tliis  from 
being  regiirded.  by  our  (.'hurub  at  least,  as  somctliiiig 
at  variance  with  religions  duty,  that  vre  Iiave  a 
prayer  specially  appointed  to  be  oflei-ed  up  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  their 
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consiilutiuiis  may  be  ^directed  niid  prospered  for  the 
»afft^,  AwMw,  and  wr^are  of  our  sovereign  and  ber 
dominion:*.'  Now.  if  thiii  be  not  the  very  definition 
of  polirical  expediency.  let  any  one  say  what  is." 

I  Imve  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  judgment  of 
civilizntion  retitR  in  part  nn  the  difFicuhy  and  the 
rarity  of  the  virtue  wliioh  it  praises.  We  prize  the 
difficult  and  the  r»re  Wcauae  they  are  difficult  and 
rare ;  niid  when  you  consider  Iiow  easy  and  how 
tempting  it  is  to  fall  in  with  and  lloat  with  thv 
Hream  on  whidi  KO  many  Kwini ;  how  eiwy  U  that 
broad  roiul  and  how  swvtt  Diiit  approvc<l  strain  ;  how 
«A«y  and  how  tvniptin<;  it  is  to  please  mm  absenting 
oongregalion,  or  circle  of  readers,  or  local  publio ; 
how  ea»y  and  how  temptinj;  to  compound  for  »io8 
which  an  influcntiul  man  "i»  not  iui^linutl  to,  by 
damning  lho:<i.:  lie  litis  no  mind  to;"  how  easy  to 
please  tlkose  we  see,  nnd  forget  ttiose  out  of  sight ; 
what  conrage,  what  love  of  tTiilh  are  demanded  to 
dissent ;  how  hard  it  is  to  ri.ie  to  the  va^it  and  varied 
conception,  and  to  the  one  idea,  whivh  grasps  and 
adjiiMs  all  the  ideas;  how  easy  it  is  for  the  little  man 
to  become  great,  the  shallow  man  to  become  pro- 
found ;  tlie  coward  out  of  danger  to  be  brave ;  the 
free-state  mun  io  be  an  anti-elavery  man.  and  to 
write  tracts  which  his  friend*  alone  read  ;  when  you 
think  that  wen  the  laughter  of  fooU  and  children 
and  nindmeii,  little  ministers,  little  c<litors,and  little 
politicians,  can  iiilliet  the  mosi|uito  bite,  nut  deep, 
but  slinging;  — who  wondeis  tliat  tlie  serener  and 
the  ealmer  judgment  allols  "to  patii:nt  continiuince 
in  well  doing,"  to  resistance  of  the  partiii,  to  conten- 
tion for  the  whole,  to  counsels  of  moderation  and 
concession,  "glory,  honor,  and  immortality"  7 
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**  Wl»t  nnlhlnft  *arl)ily  iilTni  or  f»n  dftUoj. 
Th* mil'*  culm  »iinKliiiit,  Mml  tii«  li(««fififll  joy." 

But  ttiU  jiidgmcnt  of  civilizalioii  is  tlii;  ji>itgni<Mit 
of  religirt»  loo.  You  lielivvc  wiih  tli*  BiMe,  with 
Cicero,  with  the  teachings  of  hi-ttwry,  that  lind  will* 
the  national  life.  He  nillR  eiviliuition,  therefore 
society,  therefore  law,  therufoi-e  goveinnient.  there- 
fore luitiottii.  How  do  we  know  tJiis  ?  Always,  from 
llie  birth  of  tJie  historical  time,  GiviltK«<l  man  led  the 
national  life.  Therein  always  the  imtttre  Ood  liati 
given  liim  hji«  ewvUed  to  all  its  perfection,  and  liaa 
rendered  Ihu  worlhicHt  pnuso  to  the  Giver  of  the  gift. 
He  who  wilU  the  end  wtllN  the  indispt-nsaMc  means; 
hv  wills  the  ineuns  which  hi.t  k-at^hei's,  nnture  and 
expeiiencc,  have  ascertiiined  to  be  iiidi:<]iensable. 
Ttien  he  wills  these  means,  ooni'c»«ion,  compromise, 
love,  forbearance,  liflp,  heouiisc  lii»  l.itfti;her«,  iiattire 
and  expericnc-e,  htivc  revealt-il  tht-m  to  he  indispensa- 
ble. Then  he  willit  our  naticniil  life.  'Ilien  liu  wills 
the  spirit  which  made  it  and  which  keepx  it'.  I>o  you 
dare  to  nay,  with  Fre!>id«nt  Uavieti,  that  you  believe 
that  l^ovidence  raised  up  that  young  man,  Washing- 
ton, for  some  E'''^at  public  service,  —  with  the  specta- 
tor of  that  tirnt  inanguration,  that  you  believe  the 
Supreme  Being  looked  down  with  complacency  on 
that  act,' — with  that  Suiiate  whivb  thnnkid  God  that 
he  had  eondncttil  to  ibu  tomb  a  fame  whiter  than  it 
wiks  brilliant;  and  yet  dare  to  #ay  that  Ihu  Bpirit  of 
Washington  ought  not  to  l>e  your  spirit,  his  eMun:<eI.< 
your  guide,  his  Farewell  Address  yonr  scripture  of 
political  religion?  But  what  does  he  say?  I  need 
not  repeat  it,  for  you  have  it  hy  heart ;  but  what  said 
a  greater  than  be  ?    "  Ucuder  unto  Cicsar  tiie  tbingB 
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which  Bre  Ctesar'a."  Render  Tinder  Cmwr  the  things 
that  are  CtBMir's.  and  Ihiis,  to  tiiat  extent,  yon  "  ren* 
der  unto  God  the  things  which  are  GodV  He  these 
wonk  our  anitwer  and  our  defence.  When  they 
prti»  UH  witJi  the  eonimonphifes  of  anti-slavery,  be 
thrsc  wonis  of  wisdom  our  answer.  Say  to  thetQi 
"  Vv*.  1  tliank  God  I  keep  no  »hive».  I  am  Borry 
tliei-e  i*  one  nn  earth ;  I  nm  sorrj-  even  Ihat  there  i« 
need  of  law,  of  Kuhordiniitifii,  of  order,  of  gtivern- 
ment.  of  the  discipline  of  the  KcbonlH,  of  [iriHonH,  of 
the  gallows ;  I  wonder  at  Mioh  a  sT»Iem  of  tliiugR ; 
piously  I  would  reform  it;  but  beneath  that  same 
KyHtem  I  iiin  Hit  Americnn  citizen  ;  beneath  that  HVii- 
leni.  this  counlry  it  is  my  post  to  keep;  while  I  keep 
her  there  is  hope  for  nil  men,  for  the  evil  man,  for 
the  iiitempcmte  man,  for  slaveti,  for  free,  for  all ; 
that  hope  your  ra:<h  and  hasty  liand  would  prostrate  ; 
that  hope  my  patience  would  advance."  Have  they 
done?     Are  they  answered? 

There  are  other  eondilions  and  other  laws  of  our 
nationality  on  which  there  needs  to  be  said  aomethiug 
if  there  were  time.  That  it  is  not  and  that  it  caimut 
come  to  good,  that  it  cannot  achieve  its  ilehliny,  that 
it  eannot  live  even,  unless  it  resfat  on  the  understand- 
ing of  ihe  Slate,  you  know.  How  gloriouslj'  tins  'm 
antici]iated  by  our  own  Constitution,  you  remeinber, 
How  well  »ftid  W».fhingto»  —  wlm  said  all  things  mt 
he  did  all  iJtin^.  well  —  "  that  in  proportion  as  gov- 
ernments rei<L  on  pnhlio  opinion,  that  opinion  miLst 
be  enlightened.*'  There  must  then  iie  intelligence  at 
the  foundation.  Bnt  what  intelligence?  Not  that 
which  puffetb  up,  I  fancy,  not  flippancy,  not  ainart- 
nees,  not  sciolism,  whose  fruits,  whose  expression  are 
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vuitly.  rcstlPMiieM,  insubonltnation,  Iiate,  irrever- 
ence, anbelief,  incapacity  to  combine  ideas,  and  great 
capacity  to  orerwork  a  single  one.  Not  ciiiiie  tliis. 
This  is  that  little  intelligeaco  and  little  Ifarniug 
which  are  tUtigcroiu.  lliese  are  the  chuvctemtics, 
I  liare  n-'ud,  which  |»Te  the  way  for  the  dowtifHll  of 
Statvs ;  nut  thoaw  on  which  a  long  glory  aud  a  long 
strength  liAvc  towered,  'riicsc,  mnre  tliuii  the  gen- 
«nil  of  MiK-cdun,  gave  the  poison  to  Deino«lhei)««  in 
tti«  Island  Temple.  'I1ie»e,  not  the  triumvirate  alone, 
cInHed  tlie  elo<|iient  lipa  of  Cicero.  Theae,  l)efore 
tlie  populous  North  bad  done  it,  spread  beneath 
Gibraltar  to  the  Libyan  lianda  in  the  downwaixl  age. 
Thv«c.  not  ChriHtiHiiity,  not  Goth,  not  Lombatxl,  nor 
Normnri,  rent  tliat  fmr  one  July  uKUiider,  and  luroed 
the  garden  and  the  nii^trcKti  of  the  earth  into  a  itchooU 
into  It  hiding  place,  of  awwHtiiis,  —  of  Mpies  from  Aus- 
tria, of  Kpies  from  Fmuc«.  with  gold  to  buy  and  ear« 
to  oatcli  and  puiii.-.h  the  drenin.'*  of  libei'ty  whi.-<j>ered 
in  sleep,  and  tilianied  the  raeuiories  find  hopes  of 
Machiavel  aud  Mazzini,  and  gave  for  that  joy  and 
that  bciiuty.  mourning  and  lieuvine.'U.  This  is  not 
Ulc  hilelligenev  oiir  Constilulion  uii-ans,  Washington 
meant,  mid  onr  eounlry  nei-ds.  It  is  intelligence 
which,  however  it  begin*,  ends  with  belief,  with 
humility,  with  obedience,  with  venei'Hlion,  with  adiui- 
mtion,  with  trnth  ;  which  recognize»t  and  then  leaini! 
and  then  teaches  the  duties  of  a  comprehensive 
citizeniiliip ;  which  hopes  for  a  future  ou  earth 
and  beyond  earth,  but  tarns  habitually,  reverently, 
thoughtfully  to  the  oM  [>alhi>,  the  great  men,  llic 
hallowed  graves  of  the  I'alhcrti;  which  biud»  in  oiio 
bundle  of  luve  the  kindred  and  mighty  legend  of 
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revolution  and  liberty,  the  life  of  Christ  in  the  Erati- 
geli<itA.  anil  the  Constitution  in  itn  plain  text;  which 
OBD  read  «itli  Lord  Clmtlinm,  Thucydidw  and  t!ie 
stories  of  master  Sl»t«!i  of  antiquity,  yet  holds  with 
him  that  the  papers  of  the  Congress  of  1776  were 
better;  whose  patriotisiu  grows  tvitrni  at  Marathon, 
but  warmer  at  Monmouth,  at  Yorklown,  at  Diiulcer 
Hill,  at  Saratiiga;  whieU  refoniis  hy  preserving, 
prvea  bj  standing  and  waiting,  fears  God  and  honors 
America. 

I  hml  Homething  to  say  more  directly  still  on  tlie 
ethics  of  nationality,  on  the  duty  of  instructing  the 
conscience ;  on  tlie  crimes  of  treason,  and  slander, 
and  &aud,  that  are  committed  around  us  in  its  name ; 
on  the  sttaltownesa  and  stupidity  of  the  doctrine  that 
the  mere  moral  sentiments,  trained  by  a  mere  moral 
discipline,  may  »afcly  guide  the  complex  civil  life; 
of  the  t«acheni  and  studies  whicli  they  need  to  fit 
them  for  so  precious,  difficult,  and  delicate  a  domin- 
ion ;  of  llie  high  plaoe  in  the  scale  of  duties,  which, 
thus  fitted,  tliey  assign  to  nationality  ;  of  the  judg- 
ment which,  thus  fitted,  they  would  Apply  to  one  or 
two  of  the  commonplaces  and  practices  of  the  time. 
But  I  pass  it  all  to  say  only  that  these  ethica  teach 
the  true  subordination,  and  the  true  reconciliation  of 
apparently  incompatible  duties.  These  only  are  the 
castusts,  or  the  safest  casuists  for  us.  Learn  from 
tliem  liow  to  udjust  this  conflict  between  patriotism 
and  philanthropy.  To  us,  indeed,  there  seems  to  be 
no  such  conflict,  for  we  are  philanthropists  in  propor- 
tion ae  we  are  unionists.  Our  philanthropy,  we 
venture  to  «ay,  in  a  just  philanthropy.  That  is  all. 
U  loves  all  mcu,  it  helps  nil  men,  it  respects  all 
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riglits.  ke^j)»  ail  conipa«t«,  recognises  nil  daii^rers. 
pitieii  all  HufU'iing,  igiiore&  no  fitct,  moHter  and  kIiiv« 
it  enfolds  alike.     It  hap]>ei]3  tliiis  that  it  contracts  the 
HpUere  of  otir  duty  somewliat,  aud  changes  not  the 
nature,  but  the  time,  the  place,  the  mode  of  perform- 
tiig  it.     It  docs  not  inakv  our  lovo  cold,  but  it  niukes 
itfiafe;  it  nalunklize^  it,  it  baptlzen  it  into  our  life  ; 
it  circum.scrilieii   it   within   our   capiicities   ami    our 
nece«uties ;  it  sets  on   it  the  great  national  public 
seal.     If  you  say  that  thus  otir  patriotism  limits  our 
philanthropy,  I  answer  that  oukjs  American  pliilan- 
thropy.     Be  tliin  thi;  virtue  vre  boost,  and  this  the 
name  by  which  we  know  it.     In  this  mme,  in  this 
quality,  lind  the  standard  and  the  iitteiancc  of  the 
Tirtue  itself.     By  this,  not  by  broad  phylncterie^  and 
chief  seats,  the  keener  hate,  the  gloomier  fanatici.-«ia, 
tile   louder   cry,  judge,   compare,  subordinate.      l>o 
they  think  thiit  nobody  i*  a  philantbrnpist  but  tlu-m- 
selves?     We,  too,  look  up  the  long  vista  and  gaze, 
rapt,  at  the   dazzling  ascent:    we,  too,  see   towers 
rising,  crowned,  imperial,  and  the  tribes  coming  to 
bend  in  the  opening  of  a  liitti-r  duy.     But  we  see 
peucv,  order,  reconciliation  of  riglits  along  that  bright- 
ening future.     We  trace  nil  along  that  sucootsion  of 
reform,  the   presiding   instrumentalities  of  nationul 
life.     We  see  our  morality  working  itself  clearer 
clearer;   one  historicoj  and  conventional   right 
wrong,  after  unutiiur,  falling  peacefully  aud  still ; 
hear  the  chain  breaking,  but  there  Is  no  blood  on  ifci' 
Done  of  liiN  whom  it  bound,  none  of  his  who  put  it  on 
bim ;  w«  hear  the  swelling  chorus  of  the  free,  but 
master  and  slave  unite  in  tltat  chorus,  iiud  there 
no  discordant  »brick  above  the  harmony ;  wc  see 
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we  haU  the  blending  of  our  own  glory  witli  tlie 
etemnl  liglit  of  Goil,  but  ww  ace,  too.  shuiHis  uf  love 
niitl  bKUiity  ascvndiug  and  dcscciiding  tbure  as  in  tlie 
old  vi)iionI 

Hold  fast  thi.t  hope  ;  dutnist  the  pliilaiithropy, 
distrust  the  etJiicA  which  would,  which  must,  turn  it 
into  shame.  Do  no  evil  that  good  may  como.  Per- 
form your  »)iare.  for  you  have  a  eliare,  iii  the  abolition 
of  slavery ;  perform  your  share,  for  you  liuv*  a  share, 
in  the  iiobk-  uiid  gfiicrouB  strifi!  of  Mic  sL-otiouii  — 
but  perforin  il  by  kit^ping,  by  tmnsniiltiug.aCSITBD, 
l»VlNO,  AND  ChRISTIAS  AMKBICA. 

But  why,  ut  last,  do  I  exhort,  and  why  do  I  seem 
to  fi'ur,  on  such  a  day  as  this?  Is  it  not  the  nation's 
birthday?  Is  it  not  this  country  of  our  love  and  hopes, 
which  cvltbraU-s  it?  This  musiu  of  the  glad  march, 
ibt^^u  l»inn<;n«  uf  pride  and  beauty,  thc»o  memories  so 
fragrant,  these  renoliitiona  of  patriotittm  ao  thought- 
ful, these  hands  pressed,  these  congratulations  and 
huzKaiugs  and  tears,  this  great  heart  throbbing  audi- 
bly,—  are  they  not  hers,  and  do  they  not  assure  us? 
These  forests  of  masts,  these  singing  workshops  of 
labor,  thvsu  fields  and  plantations  whitening  for  the 
harvest,  Ihiy  peace  and  plvuty,  thU  sleeping  thunder, 
these  bolts  in  the  closed,  strong  talon,  do  not  they  tell 
us  of  her  health,  her  strength,  and  her  future?  This 
shadow  that  flits  across  our  graases  and  is  gone,  thiH 
shallow  ripple  that  darkens  tlie  surface  of  our  broad 
uud  widening  stream,  and  passes  away,  this  little 
pert  iirbii  lion  which  our  telescopes  cannot  find,  and 
which  our  science  can  hardly  find,  but  which  we 
know  cannot  change  the  course  or  hasten  the  doom 
of  one  star ;  have  these  auy  terror  for  us?    And  He 
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who  slumbers  not,  nor  sleeps,  who  keeps  watchfully 
the  city  of  his  love,  on  whose  will  the  life  of  nations 
is  suspended,  and  to  whom  all  the  shields  of  the 
earth  belong,  our  fathers'  God,  is  he  not  our  God, 
and  of  whom,  then,  and  of  what  shall  we  be  afraid  ? 
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SPEECH   ON  THE  BIRTITOAY   OF   DAKIEL 
WEBSTER,   JANUARY   18,  1859. 


tTHR  •ev«ilys«veatb  )U)iur6iwir)>  ot  the  liirthtlay  o(  IXioUl 
Webster  wu  oeiiimemorat«d  hy  a  barKjuiit  si  Lbe  Kevera  House. 
At  til*  ooncliwlon  of  tlio  fput,  and  atutr  the  opening  addrem  by 
111*  pTMidROt  of  thv  dny,  Hon.  Calob  Cashing,  Ur.  ChoMe, 
bcJDg  called  upon,  fpokn  m  follow*:] 

I  WOULD  not  liave  it  supposed  for  a  moment  that  I 
design  to  make  ttiiy  eulogy,  or  any  speech,  oonc«ra- 
ing  the  gTca.t  man  whose  birthdnv  w«  have  nict  to 
obflerve.  I  )uist«n  to  assure  you  tliat  I  shall  iittvnipt 
to  do  no  such  thing.  There  is  no  longer  need  of  it, 
or  fitness  for  it,  for  sny  purpose.  Times  have  heon 
when  such  a  thing  might  have  been  done  with  pro- 
priety. While  he  was  yet  personally  among  us, — 
while  he  was  yet  walking  in  Ids  strength  in  the  paths 
or  ascentliug  the  height*  of  active  public  life,  or 
etiinding  upon  th«m,  — and  so  many  of  the  good  and 
Vf'mtt,  Ku  many  of  the  wtturst  and  btst  of  our  country, 
from  all  partes  of  it,  thought  he  had  title  to  the  great 
ofBce  of  our  system,  and  would  have  bad  hiro  for- 
mally presented  for  it,  it  was  fit'  that  those  who 
loved  and  lionored  him  should  publicly  —  with  ef- 
fort, with  paiHiion,  with  argument,  with  contention, 
—  recall  the  series  of  his  services,  his  life  of  elevated 
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Inborn.  fini.«h<-d  and  tinfiniKli«4l,  dUplay  Inn  l)>n?0 
qualities  of  chaniot«r  anrl  mind,  and  oomjiaTH  Iiim, 
Boniewlmt.  in  all  these  things,  with  the  great  ni«n, 
his  ©ompotitors  for  the  grt>at  prize.  Then  was  there 
8  battle  to  lie  fought,  and  it  was  needful  to  figlil  it, 

And  60,  a^in,  in  u  later  day,  vrhilo  our  hearts 
were  y«t  blccdiiij;  with  (he  wnt^  of  ro«ent  1<k^«.  and 
he  lay  newly  dead  in  his  ohamhcr,  and  tlie  bi-Iis  were 
tolling,  and  his  grave  was  open,  and  the  sunlight  of 
an  autumn  day  was  fulling  on  that  long  funeral  train, 
I  do  not  say  it  was  fit  only,  it  was  unavoidable,  that 
we  all,  in  some  choked  utterance  and  some  imperfect, 
nncere  expression,  should,  if  we  could  not  praise  the 
patriot.  lamL'ut  the  man. 

But  tlifsc  times  have  gone  by.  Tito  race  of  honor 
and  duty  is  for  him  all  run.  The  high  endeavor  is 
made,  and  it  is  fmishcd.  The  monument  is  buildod. 
He  ii*  entered  into  his  glory.  Tlic  day  of  hope,  of 
pride,  of  grief,  ha.t  been  followed  by  the  long  rest] 
nnd  the  sentimentt  of  grief,  pride,  and  hope,  are  all 
merged  in  the  sentiment  of  calm  and  implicit  vener- 
ation. We  have  buned  him  in  our  hearts.  That  a 
enough  to  say.  Our  estimation  of  him  is  part  of  our 
creed.  We  tiave  no  arginiii;nt  to  make  or  hear  upon 
it.  Wo  enter  into  no  ditipute  about  him.  W«  per* 
mit  no  longer  any  man  to  question  us  mt  to  what  ho 
was,  what  he  had  done,  how  mtieh  we  loved  him, 
how  much  the  country  loved  him,  and  how  well  be 
«Ies.(Mved  it.  We  admire,  we  love,  and  we  are  still. 
Ite  this  enough  for  us  to  say. 

Ib  it  not  enough  that  we  just  stand  silent  on  the 
deck  of  the  bark  fast  Hying  from  the  shore,  and  turn 
and  SCO,  as  the  line  of  coa^t  di^ppears,  and  the  head- 
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larKls  iiiitl  tiilU  and  nil  the  Iniid  go  clown,  ami  tlie 
t^landit  are  i*walluwe^  up.  tlie  great  inoiiutain  sUnd- 
ing  there  in  itti  «lreii[^th  atnl  innjft<ty,  supreme  niirl 
Htill  —  to  see  how  it  swelU  away  up  froui  the  subject 
and  fading  vate  ?  to  see  that,  though  cloiidtt  and  t^^m* 
{K-^ts.  and  the  uoise  of  wnves,  and  the  yelping  of  curs, 
way  he  at  iu  feet,  eternal  tiunshjue  has  settled  upon 
it«  bead  ? 

There  is  Another  reason  why  I  should  not  Inist 
myself  to  say  much  more  of  liim  to-ni^lit.  It  docs 
8o  happon  ihitt  you  cAnnot  praise  Mr.  Wobetcr  for 
that  whii^h  really  chnracterited  and  ideiilillcd  him  a« 
a  public  man,  hut  that  you  seem  to  be  composing  a 
trart/or  (he  (intit». 

It  does  80  happen  tliat  the  influcneo  of  hh  whole 
public  life  and  position  wa,*  so  pnrn'>uncftt,  —  ito  to 
speak,  — so  defined,  .sharp,  salient;  the  spirit  of  his 
mind,  the  tone  of  his  mind,  wa^  so  unmistakable  and 
so  peculiar ;  the  nature  of  the  public  man  was  so 
transparent  and  so  reeognigied  eveiywhare.  —  tliat 
you  cannot  ftpeak  of  him  without  seetning  to  grow 
poli-micii),  without  seeming  to  make  au  attack  upon 
other  men,  upou  orgnuizutious,  upon  policy,  upou 
tendencies.  Vou  canuut  eay  of  htm  what  is  true,  and 
what  you  know  to  he  true,  but  you  arc  thought  to  be 
disparaging  or  refuting  somebody  else. 

In  this  way  there  come»  to  be  mingled  with  our 
service  of  the  heart  something  of  the  discordant,  in- 
congruous, and  temporary.  So  it  is  cvcrywlicrc. 
They  oould  not  keep  the  birthday  of  Charles  Jwiaes 
Fox.  but  they  were  supposed  to  attack  the  grave  of 
Pitt,  and  aim  at  a  Whig  admintstiatiou  and  a  reform 
bill.    An  historian  can  hardly  nduuro  the  architect- 
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ore  of  tlio  age  of  Pericles,  or  fiud  somo  palltatioD  f 
the  triiU  uf  Socralcii,  but  Lbey  say  he  in  a  Di;Riocnit, 
»  ChartJHt,  or  a  friend  of  tJte  secret  balloU  Hie  uar- 
vellous  eloquence,  and  noble.  pAtriotio  enter]»rise  of 
our  Everett,  can  nearccly  escape  such  mbcotistruction 
of  small  jeulous}-. 

Yra  ;  sail  it  is,  but  true,  Ibnt  you  conDOt  My  li«re 
to-tiight  wluit  you  ibiiik,  wliat  you  know,  what  you 
thank  Qod  for,  about  the  Union-loving  heart,  the 
ConBttlution-d«;fending  brain,  tlie  ntoderatton-breatli- 
ing  spirit,  the  Americuii  nature  of  the  great  man,  - — 
our  friend,  —  but  tboy  call  out  you  are  thinking  of 
them!  So  )>owerfid  U  the  suggestion  of  eontnist. 
ftud  8U0I1  oowoixts  does  conscience  make  of  all  bad 
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I  foci  the  effect  of  this  enibarraswmenL  I  protest 
aguiuHt  such  an  application  of  any  thing  I  say.  Bat 
I  feel,  also,  that  it  will  be  better  than  such  a  protest, 
to  sum  up,  in  the  briefest  and  plainest  and  soberest 
expression,  what  1  deem  will  bo  tli«  record  of  hia- 
tmj,  —  lot  me  hope,  witli  the  immunities  of  history, 
coiicoTTiiiig  IhU  man,  an  a  public  man. 

He  was,  then,  let  roe  say,  of  the  very  foremost  of 
great  American  Statesmen.  This  is  the  class  c^ 
greatness  in  which  lie  is  to  be  ranked.  As  such, 
always,  he  is  to  be  judged.  What  he  woidd  Iwve 
been  in  another  department  of  thought;  how  liigh 
he  would  have  risen  under  other  institutions  ;  what 
lie  could  have  done  if  politics  liad  not  turned  him 
from  calm  philosophy  awde  ;  whether  he  were  really 
imule  for  mankind,  and  I0  America  gave  up  whnt  waa 
meant  for  mankind  :  how  his  mere  nakeil  intellectual 
ability  compared  with  this  man's  or  that,  —  is  a  need- 
less and  vain  speculation. 
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I  may,  hoirever,  be  alloweil  to  »m  tlmt,  although 
I  have  seen  him  act,  ami  lienrd  him  npeak.  and  give 
counsel,  in  very  high  ami  very  stiarp  and  difficnlt 
cri^%  I  ulways  felt  thnt  if  more  had  been  necdotl 
more  would  hiivt:  been  douc,  and  llmt  half  his 
atrength  or  all  his  tttrt-nglh  he  put  not  forth.  I 
never  xaw  him  make  what  i.-t  culled  an  eflort  without 
focting  that,  let  the  occa-iion  he  what  it  would,  he 
would  have  swelled  out  to  itH  limits.  There  was 
always  a  reservoir  of  power  of  which  you  never 
Bounded  the  dcptlu.  certainly  never  saw  the  bottom  ; 
and  I  canuut  well  imagine  any  great  historical  and 
civil  occasuon  to  whioh  he  would  not  liiivc  brought, 
and  to  which  lie  would  uol  he  iukituwled^ed  to  hav« 
brought,  ftu  adequate  ability.  He  had  wiJtdom  to 
have  guided  the  eotin^ls  of  Au:<tria  st»  Metternieh 
did,  if  he  had  loved  ab^ioluiiitm  a.t  well ;  skill  enough 
and  eloquence  enough  to  have  saved  the  life  of  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  if  skill  and  eloquence  eould  have  done 
it;  learning,  serviees,  eharaeter,  and  dignity  enough 
for  A  I<ord  Chancellor  of  Knglaiid,  if  wiinlom  in  coun- 
sel and  eloquence  in  debat«  would  have  been  titles  to 
so  proud  a  diittiucliou. 

Dut  hia  claAs  is  that  of  American  Statesmen.  In 
that  I'iass  he  is  to  find  his  true  magnitude.  As  he 
stood  there  lie  is  to  take  his  place  for  ever  iu  our 
system.  To  that  constellation  he  has  gone  up,  to 
that  our  telescopes  or  our  naked  eyo  arc  to  be  di- 
reeted,  and  there  I  think  lie  shines  with  a  large  nnd 
unalterable  glory. 

In  every  work  regani  the  writer's  end.  In  every 
life  regard  the  actor's  end. 

In  saving  this  I  do  not  mean  to  ignore  or  dis|>arage 
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hU  rnritt,  nUo,  in  the  proft-sNion  of  Die  law.  In  that 
profestiioii  he  laljureti,  liy  lliiil  h«  liveil.  of  that  he 
was  proud,  to  tliat  h«  brought  vaitt  ability  aud  6X> 
quiajte  judgment,  and  in  tliat  be  rose  at  last  to  the 
kadenihip  of  the  bar.  Hut  I  regard  that,  rather,  aa  a 
superinduced,  collateral,  accesxional  fame,  a  nevcsaity 
of  greatness,  —  a  tranHcemlent  greatnejw.  cvrtaiulj'' ; 
but  it  was  not  the  labor  he  most  loved,  it  vms  not 
the  fuiuc  which  nllract^  eu  inau}'  pilgrims  to  hia 
tomb,  and  stirs  «u  niniiy  hcnrU  when  Ins  name  is 
80nnded.  There  have  bi^n  Kacons,  and  Clarendons, 
and  one  Cieero,  and  one  Demosthenes,  who  were 
lawyers.  But  they  are  not  the  Bacons,  the  Cloren- 
iloiiM,  they  art!  not  the  Cicero  and  the  Demoothenra 
of  historical  fame. 

It  is  a  noble  and  n  useful  profeiuuon ;  but  it  was 
not  large  enough  for  the  whole  of  Webster. 

Ill  that  i-liu>s,  then,  let  me  sny  next,  —  which  is  the 
class  of  American  stnte!>Mien,  —  of  foremost  Anicrivaa 
»UiU-xmeii,  —  it  linppened  to  him  to  be  thrown  on  our 
third  Ameiican  age.  This  ever  mnst  be  regarded 
when  we  would  do  him  justice,  or  understand  him, 
or  compare  him  with  othei-s. 

tt  is  easy  to  my  and  to  Hec  lluit,  if  his  lot  hud  made 
him  «  member  of  the  Kevolutionary  Congress,  he 
would  have  stood  by  the  side  of  Washington  and 
JefFenuin,  vVdams  and  Chase,  and  that  from  liis 
tongue,  too.  Independence  would  have  thundered. 
It  is  eaiy  to  say  niid  M-e  tliut  it  would  not  have  been 
that  his  lips  were  frozen  <ind  hi^  arm  palsied ;  that 
the  cabals  of  Gat4>s,  of  Conway,  could  have  gone  uif 
detected  there ;  that  a  foolish  fear  of  long  enlistments 
■would  liave  delayed  the  great  strife ;  that  so  many 
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retreate,  pinched  winteiMiuartcrw,  Ijlnod  tj-aci-d  oii  lh« 
snow  by  the  naked  feet  of  bleeding  men,  would  have 
proved  ttiat  tfau  want  of  funds  and  the  fear  of  un- 
imimliirity  wvre  too  strong  for  the  senUment  of 
LUpcity ! 

It  is  «ii8y  to  say,  too,  and  to  see  that  if  be  had 
been  thrown  on  the  constitution nl  nge  he  would  have 
been  found  with  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Mndisun  :  thitt 
bis  pen,  too,  and  his  tongue  would  have  leaped  to 
impress  lliat  generation  with  thi;  niitnro  and  iiecc«- 
sitj'  of  that  great  work  ;  that  he  would  have  rlKeii  to 
the  utmost  height  of  tlie  great  argunienl.  and  that 
on  the  pillars,  on  the  fonndation-stones  of  tliat  Con- 
etitntion  which  he  firtit  reati  on  the  little  pocket- 
handkerchief,  hia  name,  his  wisdom,  too,  would  now 
be  found  chiselled  deeply.  But  he  was  cast  on  the 
thinl  age  of  our  history,  and  how  was  his  part  acted 
there  ? 

In  this  clnss,  tltvn,  let  mc  sny  furthfr,  of  Ihe  fore- 
most of  great  Amoricnn  statesmen,  1  siiy  there  was 
never  one,  of  any  one  of  our  jieriods,  —  I  ttlinll  not 
except  the  hij;he!<l  of  the  first  period,  —  of  a  mure 
ardent  love  of  our  Amr^rica,  and  of  the  whiAr  of  it; 
of  a  truer,  deeper,  broader  sense  of  what  the  Fare- 
well Address  calls  the  Unity  of  Government.  —  ita 
nature,  spring,  necessity,  —  and  the  meuns  of  seeur- 
ing  it;  or  who  said  more, and  did  more  to  sink  it 
dtH'p  in  the  American  heart.  Of  the  lelatioiis  of  rhe 
Slates  to  onr  system,  —  of  their  powers,  their  rights, 
their  quaMi  sovereignty,  —  he  said  leas,  not  because 
he  thought  less  or  knew  less,  but  because  be  saw 
there  was  less  necessity  for  it.  But  the  I'nion.  the 
Constitution,  the  national  federal  life,  the  Amerivaii 
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naiue,  —  B  Plut^u»  JTnwn, — Uieec  filled  his  heart, 
these  dwelt  in  hU  iiabitual  speech. 

This,  I  think,  exactly,  n-as  his  specialty.  To  thu 
iDusUtr  pussion  und  iiiHStvr  ftvntiriiftit  liiit  whole  liTe 
W1I8  suhordiimU-d  owrt-rHlly.  He  was  Mh»  in  illia. 
He  began  lib  [inhlic  counte  in  opposition  to  the  party 
which  liail  \\w  general  government;  and  he  dearly 
loved  New  Kngland ;  but  lie  "  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Hartford  ("onvention,"  He  drew  his  flist  breath 
in  a  Northern  State  and  a  Northern  region ;  hi»  optn- 
ioiis  were  shaped  and  colored  by  thiit  birthplace  and 
by  that  plaeo  of  residence:  the  local  interests  h« 
powerfully  ndvocatwd  ;  fwr  llmt  advocflcy  he  has  even 
been  taunted  and  dii^lrusted.  But  it  was  because  he 
thought  he  saw,  and  juat  so  far  as  he  saw,  that  the 
local  interest  was  identical  with  the  national  intereoii^ 
and  that  that  advocacy  woa  advocacy  for  the  whole) 
and  that  policy  was  Anierican  policy,  that  he  e»- 
pouded  iL 

Some  aged  clet^yman  lias  been  reported  to  have 
Mid,  thwt  the  sermon  —  whatever  the  theology,  what- 
ever the  ability — wait  essentially  defective,  if  it 
did  not  leave  on  the  heurer  the  iinprcs^on  that 
the  preacher  loved  liiit  soul,  and  that  God  and  the 
Saviour  loved  it.  I  never  heard  hira  make  a  speech, 
—  a  great  speech.  —  whatever  were  tlie  topic,  or 
the  time,  that  did  not  leave  the  impression  that 
be  loved  nothing,  desired  nutliiug,  so  much  as  the 
good  and  glory  of  Amenoa ;  that  he  knew  uo  Nortli 
and  no  South ;  that  he  di<l  not  Hecm  to  summon 
around  him  tlie  whole  brotherhood  of  States  and 
men,  and  hold  them  all  to  his  heart !  This  gave 
freshness  and  energy  to  all  his  speech.     This  set  the 
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tune  to  the  untvenal  harmony.  Even  his  studies 
revealed  this  paflMon.  He  knew  Amerirnn  liititary 
by  heart,  as  a  gtatestniiii,  not  as  an  antiquary,  should 
know  it;  the  plain,  noble  nii-n,  tho  high  atin«,  luid 
hftril  fortiin«8  of  the  colonial  time ;  tho  agony  and 
tho  glory  of  the  Revoliitionai-y  War,  and  of  tin;  age 
of  the  Consititulinn,  were  all  familiar  to  him:  hut 
chiefly  he  loved  to  mark  how  tlie  spirit  of  national 
life  was  evolving  itself  all  the  while  :  how  the  colo- 
nies grew  to  regard  one  another  as  the  children  of 
the  same  mother,  and  tiicrefore  fraternally  ;  how  the 
common  danger,  the  common  opprvsMon,  of  the  nnt«- 
rcvolutionarj-  and  revolutioniin,'  period  served  t«  fuse 
them  into  onv ;  how  the  Conslitntiou  nnulo  ihcm 
formally  one  ;  and  how  the  grand  and  sweet  and 
imperial  sentiment  of  a  unit«d  nutJonal  life  came  at 
la»t  to  penetrate  and  warm  that  whole  vast  and. 
various  mase,  and  move  it  as  a  soul. 

"  Spiritut  inia*  alit,  toMxnqliti  Infuna  p<>r  ■riiin 
Mt^iif  sjcilAt  ni«1#m,  t>l  magnn  ac  cnrporc  mlKct." 

In  this  master  sentiment  I  find  tke  key  to  all  his 
eai'lier  and  all  his  later  policy  and  opinions.  Through 
his  whole  lifetime,  this  is  the  central  prineiple  that 
runs  through  all,  accounttt  for  all,  i-econeilt-s  all. 

In  the  department  of  a  mere  ndventunms  and 
originating  policy,  I  do  not  think  he  desired  to  dis- 
tingiu^i  himself.  In  the  department  of  a  restless 
and  arrogant  and  clamorous  reform,  I  know  he  did 
not  wi^h  to  distinguish  himself.  The  general  ten- 
dency of  his  liiind,  the  general  scope  of  his  politics, 
were  towards  conservation. 

This  rested  on  a  deep  eonvietion  that,  if  the  gov- 
ernment coutiuued  to  exitit,  and  this  national  life 
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continued  to  bi;  kept,  and  if  thi>8«  StntM  wore  held 
in  peace  logelher,  llic  growtli  of  it,  llie  splendid 
future  of  it,  vere  iu  c«i'tiiiii  tts  tiie  course!)  of  the 
seasons.  He  thought  it  viner,  therefore,  alwayti,  tliAt 
we  should  gi-ow  great  luider  tlie  Union,  than  that  we 
»;hould  be  forced  to  grow  great  by  legislutioii.  He 
tlioiiglit  it  wiser,  thdnifurc,  «t  first,  —  local  opiiiiuu 
may  liave,  or  may  not  have,  «  little  influeiiwd  this, 
—  to  let  America  grow  into  il  niaiiiifactiiring  people, 
than  that  nhe  should  he  forced  to  become  so.  Itut 
when  that  policy  was  adopted,  and  millions  had  beeii 
iiivcKtcd  under  it.  and  u  vnst,  delii^ate,  liiid  procioug 
interest  bud  grown  up.  then  it  seemed  to  biin  that 
just  so  much  liad  Iwen  added  to  our  Auierii-«n  life, 
that  for  so  much  we  had  gone  forward  iu  our  giMitt 
course,  and  he  would  guard  it  ami  Icticp  it. 

He  did  not  favor  a  premature  and  unprincipled 
expansion  of  tenitory ;  though  be  aaw  and  rejoiced 
to  fice,  if  America  continued  just,  and  coiiliuiiBd 
brave,  and  Ihe  ITuion  lasted,  how  widely  —  to  what 
Pacific  uud  tropic  sc4is  —  she  must  spread,  —and  liow 
conspicuous  a  fame  of  extent  was  spread  out  before 
her.  Hut  when  llie  auuexalion  was  made  and  the 
line  drawn  and  the  treaty  signed,  then  be  went  for 
her.  however  "butted  and  bounded  ;  "  (hen  he  kept 
steady  to  the  compact  of  annexation  ;  tbeu  then-  was 
110  dat«  80  small,  no  line  »o  remote,  that  he  would 
not  plant  on  it  the  ensign  all  radiant,  that  no  fonigu 
aggression  might  couie !  Hurt  you  havf-  the  Wihuter' 
ianitm  »/  WtfttUr. 

I  cannot  trace  tbi.s  great  central  principle  and  this 
master  sentiment  and  ti-ait  which  is  the  characteristic 
of  his  whole  politics,  througli  the  last  years  of  his  life. 
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without  awakeniug  feelinga,  Aotne  feelinga  ununited 
to  the  time.  I  believe,  you  believe,  the  country  and 
histoiy  will  believe,  that  all  ho  said  and  all  he  did,  he 
id  and  did  out  of  a  "  full  hcurt  for  the  Conslitu- 
-n,"  mid  that  the  "auslcio  glory"  of  that  crisis  of 
lis  Aiiu-nVa  ami  of  hiuiMclf  will  shinii  his  brighlest 
glor^'.  When  Honie  yeais  have  iiansi'd  away,  if  not 
yet,  that  civil  courage,  that  wisdom  which  combines, 
con§truct^.  and  reconciles  ;  which  discerns  that  in  th« 
political  world,  in  our  political  world  especially,  no 
tlicory  and  no  idea  may  bo  pressed  to  it«  cslreino, 
and  tlinl  common  tMiiise,  Ji^od  temper,  good  nature, 
and  not  tlit'  pedantry  of  logical  alistriictiou,  and  the 
clamor  of  ititcmjiernte  seciiounl  {lartisanshipt*,  are  the 
true  giiidt's  nf  life ;  and  that  di-eim-d  a  gluoiiiy  fool* 
i»hneKH,  refuted  by  our  whole  history,  that  beeaUHO 
ill  this  cluster  of  Staten  there  are  different  institu- 
tions, a  differeut  tjpe  of  industry,  different  moral 
tatimatos,  they  cantkot  live  together  and  grow  together 
to  a  connnun  nationality  by  forbearance  and  reason ; 
that  an  honest,  just,  and  well-prineiplvd  pMtrioii»iii 
ia  a  higher  mru'al  virtue  than  a  viniU'ot  and  iioi.«y 
philanthropy  ;  and  that  to  hutld  and  kei'p  thin  nation 
is  the  true  way  to  serve  God  and  serve  man.  —  these 
traits  and  these  opinions  will  be  remembered  as  the 
nublt'st  specimen  of  the  genius  and  wisdom  of  Web- 
ster. Better  tliaii  any  other  paitsage,  or  any  other 
catastrophe,  these  will  be  (hi>ught  most  happily  to 
have  "  concluded  Uie  great  epic  of  his  life."  I  refer 
you  for  them  all  to  his  immortal  volumes ;  tasting  as 
the  granite  of  our  mountaiuH,  lasting  as  the  pillan;  of 
our  capitol  and  our  Constitution. 
They  say  he  was  ambitious  I    Yes ;  as  Ames  said 
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of  Hamilton,  "th«i«  is  no  doubt  that  he  desired 
glory ;  aad  that,  feeling  liis  own  force,  he  longed  to 
deck  liis  brow  with  tlie  wreath  of  inunortulitjr."  But 
I  hi-Iieve  he  would  havo  yielded  Itle  nnn,  Wis  frame  to 
l>e  burned,  befun  he  would  hare  ^Uj^lil  to  gru^p  the 
highest  prize  of  earth  by  nuy  means,  by  any  orgaai- 
zation,  by  any  tactics,  by  any  tijieeeh,  which  in  the 
least  degree  endangered  the  harmony  of  the  syateai. 

They  say,  too,  he  loved  New  England !  He  loved 
Now  Uantpshii-e  —  that  old  granite  world  —  the  eryn- 
tal  hilts,  gray  aud  tloud -topped ;  the  river,  whose 
niiiniiur  iiilleil  hi«  cradle;  tlie  old  bo»rth-Klon«  ;  the 
grave  of  fatlier  and  mother.  Hu  loved  .Ma.-*««a('htist-tts, 
which  adopted  and  honored  him  —  that  sounding  neu- 
sboro,  that  charmed  elm-tree  Beat,  that  reclaimed 
farm,  that  choice  hei-d.  that  smell  of  earth,  that  dear 
library,  those  dearer  friends ;  but  the  "  sphere  of  his 
duties  w«8  bit!  true  country."  Dearly  he  loved  you, 
for  he  was  gnitcful  for  thw  open  nmm  with  whieh  you 
welcomed  the  strangc-r  and  sent  litm  oiMvai-d.t  tuuX 
upwards. 

But  when  the  crisis  came,  and  the  winds  were  all 
let  loose,  and  tliat  sea  of  March  "wrought  and  was 
tempestuous,"  then  you  saw  that  he  know  even  you 
only  as  you  wore,  American  citizens ;  then  you  saw 
him  ri»c  to  the  true  nature  and  stature  of  Americiuii 
citizenship ;  then  you  rea<l  on  his  brow  only  what 
thought  of  the  whole  Uepublifi;  then  you  saw  hir 
fold  the  robes  of  bis  habitual  patrioiiam  around  hii 
and  counsel  for  all  —  for  ail- 
So  then  be  served  you  —  "to  be  pleased  with 
service  was  your  affair,  not  his." 
And  DOW  what  would  he  do,  what  would  be  be 
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he  were  beta  tfr^ay  ?    I  ^o  not  presume  to  know. 
But  what  atdMVO  bave  in  liim. 

I  bftve  road  thitt  iiisonw  Itard  battJe,  wbcii  ttic  tido 
WHS  runutiig  ug»ini)t  liliii,  and  hU  raiilu  were  brealc> 
ing,  some  ouv  in  tliv  ngoiiy  of  a  nnod  of  guneniLtliip 
exclaimed,  "  Oh  for  an  hour  of  Dundee  I " 

So  say  I,  Oh  for  aii  hour  of  Wehsler  now  I 

Ob  for  one  more  roll  of  that  thunder  inimitable  1 

Oup  more  peal  of  that  clarion ! 

One  more  grave  and  bold  counsel  of  moderation  I 

Onp  more  throb  of  AmericaM  fcfling! 

One  more  Farewell  AddroiK  I  And  tbcn  might  he 
a)H.'viid  uubiitdvred  to  tbc  bosom  of  bt^  Father  Mid  his 
Ood. 

But  this  is  »  vaiii  vrislu  aud  f  can  .only  olTer  you 
this  Hentimeiit  — 

7%:  Inrthday  of  WtbtUr  —  tlieu  best,  then  only 
well  celebrated  —  when  it  U  given  an  he  gave  tliat 
marvellouH  brain,  that  large  heart,  and  that  glorioux 
life,  to  our  countrj'.  our  whole  country,  our  united 
country. 


OunbtUix:  PnM  uT  John  WItooo  *  8«a, 
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